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IntroductionAfter a lengthy section instructing us not to walk like those in the world, here in ch.5 Paul begins to address exactly what our relationship with the world is supposed to be. Last week we found that the most important thing is spiritual separation. We don’t separate from them physically or geographically, but we must be completely separate from their sin and their sinful way of living. But that still left us with the question of how we are to interact with them. Specifically, what should we do about their sin? Should we point out their sin?  Or should we make them as comfortable as possible so we can befriend them in the hopes that they will trust us more when we eventually share the Gospel with them? Paul answers that in vv.11-14. When you read this passage for the first time it generates a lot more questions than answers. Let me read you a literal translation.

11 Do not fellowship together with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For their secretly done things are shameful even to mention 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything made visible is light
 This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

This is a literal translation from the Greek. (See the appendix for an interlinear translation.) I don’t have time to go through and point out all the difficulties in this passage – both in translation and interpretation. Suffice it to say that this has been one of the most troublesome passages for the Church for as long as people have been writing about the book of Ephesians. It is an extremely hard passage. My plan was to include it with last week’s passage, but I didn’t, because even after reading all the commentaries I still didn’t have the slightest idea what it meant. And there are still some things I’m not entirely certain about. 
But let me show you something right up front that I think we can be certain about. This is a passage about transformation. It starts with the exposure of the deeds of darkness, then their illumination by the light, then a focus on light itself. And the conclusion is the light of Christ shining on the one rising from the dead. It’s a passage about going from death to life – from being transformed from darkness to light. However you handle the difficulties, somehow we need to get to an interpretation that brings us to the conclusion in v.14. Paul seems to know that some of us may not be following his argument very clearly, so in the second half of v.14 he makes it very clear what he’s saying:

14 …This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

So that’s where we end up. Let’s start in v.11 and see if we can find a clear path to v.14. He begins with a command.
 
The Mandate: Expose the World’s Sin With a View Toward Repentance (v.11)

 11 Do not fellowship together with the fruitless deeds of darkness but rather expose them. 

That’s our mandate: Expose the deeds of darkness.

Expose  evle,gcw (elegko)  

The primary meaning is to expose, but it also carries the idea of reproof with a view toward repentance. In exposing the wrongness of an action, you also seek to convince the person of his guilt, bringing him to repentance. That’s what the word means.

1 Corinthians 14:24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced that he is a sinner (elegko) by all and will be judged by all

Not only will they expose his sin, they will also convict and convince him of his guilt. And the result of that is repentance.

25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God

That’s what our relationship should be to the darkness of this world. We are not to participate in it on the one hand, But nor are we to wink at it or ignore it. We must expose it and reprove it and call them to repentance. Some Christians think, “Unbelievers can’t help it that they sin. Sinners are supposed to sin. We can’t expect them to be righteous.” And so we don’t say anything about their sin. In fact, a lot of Christians these days want to be as accepting as they can of the sin of unbelievers, because they are trying to love them into the kingdom. They don’t realize that one of the least loving things you could ever do to a non-Christian is keep in him the dark regarding the gravity of his sin. Last week we talked about being in the world but not of the world. Many Christians today have it backwards.  They are of the world and not in the world.  They partner with the world in their sin, yet they separate from them when it comes to exposing sin. They are friends with them and companions with them and they end up conforming to their ungodliness, yet when it comes time to address the issue of sin and share the Gospel, suddenly they are nowhere to be found.  For many of you it may come as a shock that we are to reprove sinners in the world for their sin.

After all, didn’t Paul say in 1 Cor.5:12,13, What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside?
	But Paul’s point there is that we are not to judge them in the sense of church discipline – where we mete out some chastisement or punishment. We don’t punish the world for their sin, but that’s not to say we don’t expose their sin.  How else could we evangelize?  If we can’t expose the world’s guilt, how can we show them their need for a Savior? Why would they seek salvation if they don’t know what they need to be saved from? No one will ever come to repentance unless his sin is exposed. Sometimes people say, “It’s not my job to play Holy Spirit and convict people of sin.” But actually, the Holy Spirit has chosen to use godly people as one of the main tools He uses to convict people of sin. That is most certainly our job. A moment ago I read you 1 Corinthians 14:24, which describes what should happen when unbelievers are exposed to God’s Word:

…he will be convinced that he is a sinner (elegko) by all and will be judged by all

My goal for Creekside is that we could become a judging church. Not a judgmental church…in the sense that we are critical of people’s repentant sins. And not in the sense that we judge people’s motives (that’s always sin – we are never to judge motives) We are never to be judgmental in those ways. But we are to be honest with people about the judgments God has already recorded in His Word regarding sin. So the mandate is for us to expose the sins of unbelievers with a view to bringing them to repentance. And in v.12 he tells us how that works. He’s going to show us the mechanism that brings about the repentance. 

The Mechanism: It works because of shame (v.12)

12 For their secretly done things are shameful even to mention 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible

The root meaning of the word shameful is “ugly.”  It refers to something so ugly that it’s shameful. The deeds of darkness are hideous – that’s why people hide them. And so if you expose them to the light of day, so that their ugliness is clearly seen, it will tend to bring the person to feel the shame he ought to feel over that sin. So the mechanism at work that brings about repentance is shame. This isn’t saying it’s shameful for us to mention their sins when we are rebuking them (Paul just spent 20 verses mentioning their sins). It’s a shameful thing to make the deeds of darkness the topic of interest in your conversation. That’s shameful, as we saw in vv.3-5, because it amounts to a certain level of participation in that sin. When sexually immoral people aren’t committing physical acts of immorality, they are usually talking about it, and gaining some measure of enjoyment of that sin verbally. That is shameful to do. But if we address people’s sin in order to expose it to the light, what we are doing is not shameful, but it does cause shame to the sinner – which is exactly what we want. The point in v.12 is that when we verbalize their sins out loud to them, that exposes the ugliness of their sin to them. This word “shameful” can carry the idea of something that causes a person to feel ashamed or embarrassed. 

For example, 1 Corinthians 11:6 if it is shameful (aivscro,j) for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head.

It is shameful in the sense that it causes her to feel ashamed or embarrassed.  And if we take it in that sense in Eph.5, then the point Paul is making is that we are to expose the sins of the world because simply by mentioning what they do in secret, they will feel shame. Sometimes people get so used to their sins, and so deceived by their rationalizations, that they don’t feel shame over them. They have buried the ugliness of the sin so deep, they don’t even see it anymore. But then when they hear them verbalized, it can cause them to become ashamed. So the mechanism that brings about the repentance is the shame, which comes from simply verbalizing the sin in biblical terms. I’ve noticed this when I talk to people.  It becomes evident what they are doing, and so I just come right out and state it in biblical terminology (instead of the world’s terminology), and when they hear it said out loud, suddenly they feel ashamed.

The wrong kind of shaming
It’s important for us to understand that there is a wrong kind of shaming. 

1 Cor.4:14 I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn (lit., admonish) you, as my dear children.
	The word translated shame means to cause someone to look down on himself.  It’s not our goal to get people do just get down on themselves. That’s not profitable. It’s not profitable for you either.  
	Remember when we studied repentance and we learned from 2 Cor.7 that there are two kinds of sorrow over sin? There is sorrow that leads to repentance and sorrow that leads to death. Judas was sorry for his sin – extremely sorry.  But it was a sorrow that led to death, not repentance.  The good kind of sorrow focuses your attention on God. The bad kind focuses your attention on yourself. With worldly sorrow, we get upset about our sin, but only because of pride. We see our sin and it makes us mad, because we want to be able to boast in our pride that we are without flaw and we don’t want to be in desperate need of God’s forgiveness. So we get mad, not because we have offended the God we love, but because our pride is wounded. We don’t like being dependent on God and indebted to God. We don’t like discovering that we are not as great as we thought we were. But there is no pain in our heart for having dishonored God. That’s the bad kind of shame. It’s worldly sorrow, and doesn’t bring a person to repentance. The goal is not to make the person feel bad. The goal is to bring the person to an accurate understanding of where he stands before a holy God. All that is wrapped up in the word “exposed.” 

13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible 
	That word means to reprove and convince of sin in such a way as to bring about repentance. It’s the word used in Mt.18 in the passage about church disciple. So the word goes way beyond just exposure. When you successfully expose someone’s sin in this way, the result is repentance. Everything that is exposed by the light becomes visible to the person in such a way that the sight of it brings him to repentance.

Jesus, Peter & Paul
Jesus certainly didn’t hesitate to rebuke sinners for their sin, as we saw last week. And He reason for doing that was to get people to repent. In Luke 5:32 He said the reason He came into this world was to call sinners to repentance."   He told the people in Luke 13:5 unless you repent, you too will all perish.   Perhaps the most successful sermon in the entire Church age was the very first one, which is recorded in Acts 2. And in that sermon Peter repeatedly rebuked the unbelievers for their sin. He told them they were guilty of murdering the Author of life.

Acts 2:37-38 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 
38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
	And about 3000 of them did just that. That’s the way we are to share the gospel – you expose the person’s sin in such a way as to bring him to repentance.
	When Paul shared the gospel with Felix, it says Felix listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, "That's enough for now! You may leave. 
(Acts 24:24-25)
	Talking about faith in Christ Jesus means talking about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come. Paul wasn’t doing that because he wanted Felix to learn a little more self-control. He was pointing out God’s righteous standard in order to expose Felix’ sin, then he brought up Judgment Day in order to bring Felix to repentance. It’s not our role to punish the world for their sin or to carry out any kind of discipline. That’s God’s business.
	But it is most certainly our role to expose their sin and convict them of their guilt before God and call them to repentance.

The Means: Only the Light will work v.13
So the mandate is to expose their sin in order to bring them to repentance. The mechanism that makes that work is shame. But, as I said before, there is a right way and a wrong way to expose someone’s shamefulness. So how can we make sure we are doing it the right way? The answer is in v.13. There is only one tool that will work. 

13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible
	When I first studied this that verse seemed to me to be saying nothing. Of course everything that’s exposed becomes visible. Why bother saying that? And as I just meditated on every word, finally I realized they key is that little phrase “by the light.”  If you underline that phase you’ll get the point of the verse.

13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible
	So the mandate is to expose sin. The mechanism that brings about repentance is shame. But the only proper means for bringing about that shame is the light.  There are wrong ways to try to bring about repentance. Using any other means besides the light is the wrong approach. The process of bringing a person from darkness into light is not accomplished just by trying to expose their sinfulness. It won’t work unless you expose their sin by means of the light of God. That means comparing their darkness to the true holiness of God as revealed in His Word. It’s not enough to just point to them and say, “You’re a sinner!” We need to expose their sin, and we need to use the light to do it. We need to shine the light of God’s Word on their sin. That means using the terminology of God’s Word and applying the principles of God’s Word in relationship to their sins. If you just point fingers at them and accuse them of being evil, that’s not going to successfully reprove them.
	It’s not going to bring about repentance.  But when we hold up the light of God’s Word to their sin, that’s the only thing that can penetrate their dark hearts with the light of God’s holiness. That’s the only way to show them the ugliness of their sin.

1 Thess 5:7 those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 
	There is a reason why the people who do the deeds of darkness do them at night – in the dark. There is a reason people who do shameful things do them in secret. They do them in secret because they are shameful things. And the darker they can make it, the less they feel that shame. And there are lots of ways we can make them feel bad. But the only way to bring them to true repentance is to shine the true light into their darkness. We use Scripture to bring the ugliness of their sin out of the shadows, out of the dark hiding places where they have buried it… Out into the light. And a big part of this is in the terminology. 

Terminology
One of the main ways people hide the ugliness of their sin is by renaming it with terminology that makes it sound like something that’s not a moral issue. So instead of fornicating, they are living together.  Instead of prideful, arrogant self-centered hard heartedness against God, they are independent and self-reliant.  Instead of being idolatrous, they say they are eclectic in their religious belief.   Instead of admitting to unbelief and rejection Jesus Christ and God’s holy Word, they are searching for the historical Jesus. They brag about being open-minded…
Which really means they are double minded, and lack conviction and courage. This is especially a problem in our culture, because the terms of pop psychology are specifically designed to rename sins with terms that hide the sinfulness of them. This is the wicked genius of Freud. Sigmund Freud was an atheist whose goal was to provide mankind with an alternative to religious faith by taking the matters of the soul and couching them in terms that make them sound like merely a mental issue. Things that Scripture says are spiritual issues, Freud just made up clinical, medical sounding words and attached them to those spiritual issues. So sin and righteousness no longer exist – just psychosis or mental health. And Freud has managed to fool the whole world into thinking that spiritual issues are really just clinical disorders. Most people have no idea how much Freud’s theories (which are not backed by any science at all – it’s pure conjecture).  Most people have no idea how dramatically those theories have influenced how we interpret human behavior. Those theories have been adopted by our legal system, our education system, our literature – even by the medical community. They have shaped the ethics of our culture and our entire approach to addressing human problems. And the result is that Freud has largely succeeded in his goal of bringing about the secularization of our culture. 
Think about how little we hear Biblical terminology used for any sin in our culture. For example, the term “wounded.” People become unforgiving and bitter and angry at God or others, or resentful over what God has done in their lives. And instead of using those terms, they just say, “I am emotionally wounded.” And there is no shame and no repentance, because what shame is there in being wounded?  In the military you get a purple heart for getting wounded.  Someone may have the sin of discontent, and you ask, “How are you doing?” “Well, I’m coping.”  Discontent is sin. Coping actually sounds virtuous. The sin of self-love is referred to as “healthy self-esteem. The very serious sins of complaining and grumbling are called “venting.”  The fact that these terms carry no negative stigma is not an accident. It’s designed to remove the shame. What blame could there possibly be in just releasing exhaust?  Instead of “lacking self-control” a person is labled  “compulsive” or “manic.” Instead of fretting or worrying we are just “stressed.” If you put too much weight on a bridge and it becomes stressed, that’s not the bridge’s fault.  So instead of admitting to the sin of worry in my heart, I’ll just use a term that makes it sound like the whole problem is due to external factors that are being inflicted upon me. Instead of drunk we say “alchoholic.” Instead of slavery to sin, I just have a disease called addiction. Instead of “won’t” we say “can’t.”  (I can’t forgive, I can’t persevere, I can’t love my spouse, I can’t resist this sin…”) Instead of sin or hard-heartedness we say we have “emotional issues.” Instead of covetousness or greed we talk about our emotional “needs.” Instead of cowardliness we say “insecurity.” Selfish demands are now called “rights.”  And any other sin that comes up is simply a “defense mechanism.”  Instead of prideful self-absorption we have an “inferiority complex.”  Have you ever thought about that one? What on earth is a complex? It’s another one of those misleading terms we got from Freud. The psychological definition is that it is a combination of emotions and impulses that have been rejected from awareness but still influence a person's behavior. That’s a major pillar of Freudian thought – the whole idea of the unconscious (or subconscious). The things you do wrong are caused by your unconscious. It’s not under your control, and it’s not accessible except by the highly trained psychoanalyst.  
All these kinds of terms are simply an effort to take sin and hide it in the thick darkness of deceptive language. And it’s incredibly effective. People are not only unaware that many of these things are sin - but they are deeply offended at the notion that the disease they were unlucky enough to catch is actually sin. We can make huge strides toward exposing the sin of people in the world simply by speaking in biblical terminology.  But whether they hide their sin with terminology, or rationalization, or they just hide it by doing it late at night in the dark when they are alone. Or maybe they hide it by only committing that sin in their minds, and never in their actions. Whatever form of darkness they have pulled over the top of their sin to keep the ugliness of it hidden. It’s the job of the light to expose it.
And we can learn a lesson from that in our own lives. Sometimes we will get into some questionable behavior, and we rationalize it and convince ourselves that there is nothing wrong with it. But we find that we keep it secret.  We only do it in the dark. We tell ourselves, “There’s nothing at all wrong with what I’m doing.” Then why do you keep it secret? “I keep it a secret because if my wife/husband knew, or if the people in the church knew, they just wouldn’t understand.” “They are reasonable on most points, but on this particular issue they’re ALL a bunch of puritanical, overly-strict legalists.” If there is something like that in your life, chances are, it’s sin. When we keep those things in the dark, and we hide those things from everyone else, in hiding it we are admitting that it’s a shameful thing. We don’t hide the things we are proud of. And if you want to know for sure, just try mentioning it around some other people and see if it causes shame in your heart. When you hear it with your own ears, it’s amazing how the blinders can come off. Just say it out loud.  “My child is 13 and I lied and told the guy he is 12 so I could save money on the ticket. I told a lie in order to steal from this vendor and acquire dishonest gain.” Once you say it out loud in biblical terminology, the rationalizations don’t hold up very well. “I’m here at the mall spending money on this because I’m angry at my husband.” “I’m eating right now, even though I’ve eaten enough already and I’m not hungry, just because I want to satisfy the cravings of the flesh.” Just say it out loud – “I’m doing this because I’ve decided to ignore the Holy Spirit and obey my flesh.” “My wife isn’t home. I’m going to take a lingerie magazine from the mail, page through it and stare lustfully at the images of another women’s body, so my adulterous heart can gain some sense of sexual enjoyment from a woman other than my wife.” The sin that is so appealing and enticing – once you drag it out into the light it’s pretty gross.
*********
So one way people hide their sin in the dark is by the terminology they use. But that’s not the only way. Another method is to rationalize. They come up with some argument – maybe even using the Bible, to justify their sin. Another method is to just do their sin in the dark – they only do it when they are alone.
	They literally do it in the dark – at night, in places where what they are doing can’t be seen. But whatever their method, our job is to bring them to repentance by exposing their sin.

The Motive: Metamorphosis 
The goal is the person’s transformation from darkness to light v.14

And that helps us understand v.14.

14 for everything made visible is light
	Commentators have struggled with v.13 because it seems to say nothing.  And commentators have struggled with v.14 because it seems to say something that’s not true. Everything made visible by the light is light? If there is an object sitting in the dark, and I shine a light on that object, is that object transformed into light? If I reprove Satan and expose his evil, does that turn him into light? By itself this verse doesn’t seem to make sense. But if we understand it in light of v.13 it makes perfect sense. The word translated made visible in v.14 is the same word translated that way in v.13. So you put the verses together and you get this:  Everything that is successfully exposed by the holiness of God becomes visible to the person in such a way that the sight of it brings him to repentance. And at that moment the person is transformed into light. Verses 12,13 are about exposure; verse 14 is about transformation. The goal of exposure is transformation. I mentioned earlier that it doesn’t seem true that if you shine light on something, that thing turns into light. If there is an object sitting in the dark, exposing that object to light will only show the properties of that object – it won’t transform that object into light. But the thing we have to understand about the darkness of the world is that it is not a thing sitting in the dark – it is darkness itself. And what is darkness? All it is, is the absence of light. So if you have a space where there is nothing but darkness, and you shine the light in that place, what do you have?  Nothing but light.
Evil is like darkness. It’s not an entity in and of itself. All evil is is a perversion or a lack of good. Darkness is not a thing. It’s just a word we use to describe a place where light is missing. And evil is not a thing either. It’s just a word we use to describe a place where good is missing. So when we shine the light of the holiness of God into the life of an unbeliever, that unbeliever can harden his heart and shade himself from the light and refuse to allow it to penetrate his dark heart. But if the light penetrates his heart, then his heart will be transformed into light, and he will be saved. In one sense you could say that Christianity is simply a matter of whether a person is willing to come into the light. The person who insists on hanging on to his darkness refuses to let the light penetrate, because he doesn’t want that darkness exposed. But the one who is in the light wants everything exposed, because he wants it to be clear that his righteousness is from God.

John 3:20-21 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."

14 …This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."
The last time Paul used this formula to introduce a quote (This is why it is said dio. le,gei) in 4:8 it introduced a quote from Scripture. But this quote is not found anywhere in the Bible.  In fact, there’s really nothing that’s even very close. There is no passage that says “Wake up O sleeper” or “rise from the dead” or “Christ will shine on you.”   The concept of waking up and rising from the dead is found in Isa.26:19, however. It’s a passage about rising from the dead, and the dead are actually commanded to wake up.
But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.
You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. 

So when Paul says “it is said“ he’s probably referring to an early Christian hymn that was based on Isa.26:19. That explains the first two phrases. The last phrase, “Christ will shine on you” is a concept that may have come from a few different places in the OT.
  
 Isa 60:1-3 "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 

In Ps 80 there is a refrain that is repeated three times. (vv.3,7,19) Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 
	So the idea of salvation being described in terms of God shining upon a person is definitely present in the OT Scriptures. The most important thing, however, is not where this saying comes from or how it came to be in this form. The important thing is what it says.

God does the shining; you do the exposing

Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
Here Paul switches metaphors.  Instead of darkness and light, the image here is an unbeliever is like a corpse, and a believer is like a corpse that has been raised back to life. All unbelievers are spiritually dead. No matter how spiritual they seem to be, no matter how interested in spiritual things, no matter how much they pray. All unbelievers are spiritually dead to God. They do not know Him and are not able to interact with Him in a positive kind of relationship. Now, that’s not to say that are completely unresponsive to Him in every way.
	Spiritual death is just an illustration, but it doesn’t mean they can do nothing spiritually. They are able to resist God and disobey God and hate God and flee from God. It’s just means they are dead in the sense that they are unable to know God and to love Him until God awakens them spiritually. I think it’s fascinating the way God has chosen to bring spiritually dead people to life. It creates confusion for us, because Scripture uses analogies that to us seem contradictory.  Some passages, like this one, make salvation sound like a work of God alone. If you are a corpse lying there in the tomb, what do you contribute to your own resurrection? Zero. You can do nothing while you are dead.  You can’t reach out and grab a lifeline.  You can’t respond to an invitation.  You can’t even ask for help.  You don’t even know anything happened until after you are raised to life. And so those kinds of illustrations in Scripture have caused some people to conclude that man’s will is passive in regeneration. God just comes along and, without you even being involved, regenerates you and gives you new life. And then, once you are born again, you start to respond with faith. But your will and your actions are not even involved until after you are already raised from the dead. That’s the extreme Calvinistic side. 
But there are other people who notice other passages in Scripture that seem to paint a very different picture. Those passages make it sound like it is up to the individual whether or not he gets saved. They are the passages where the dead, unbelieving sinner is told to decide to come to God first  - as a condition to being saved. In Acts 2:40 Peter pleaded with the people who murdered Christ and said, 

"Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."

2 Cor 5:20 We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.
	He doesn’t say, “We implore Christ to reconcile you,” he says, “We implore you to be reconciled.” That makes it sound like it’s up to the individual to decide whether he will be reconciled. That’s why back in v.11 he says, we try to persuade men.  He doesn’t say “We try to persuade God.” James 4:8 is a call to salvation, and it puts the initiate on the sinner. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

1 Peter 1:22 you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth 
Now, the extreme Arminians will take these passages and run off the deep end with them. They will try to apply logic and conclude that God is not sovereign over salvation at all. They will say that whether or not someone is saved depends entirely upon the individual, and they reject the doctrines of election and predestination. They say, “God doesn’t have any say in the matter of who is saved.  He just threw the offer out there, and whoever responds responds.  And all God does is wait around and see who will respond.”
**********
If you believe that you are saved because while you were still God’s enemy, He loved you first. And that happened because before you were ever born, before you could ever do anything good or bad, God sovereignly decided to save you not because of anything you deserved or anything He foresaw you doing. But simply for His own purposes out of grace. If you believe all that, you’re right. That’s exactly what Scripture teaches. People who don’t believe in election and predestination don’t believe God’s Word.

Eph 1:4-6 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will- 6 to the praise of his glorious grace,

So if you believe God is sovereign over salvation, you are right. However, if you try to reason from that logically and conclude that therefore salvation is not a matter of the sinner himself making a decision to come to Christ - a real decision of his own will, then you have crossed over into error. And if you believe coming to Christ is a matter of the will, and we need to work to persuade unbelievers to reconcile themselves to God by believing in Jesus Christ - You are right on.
But if you reason from that logically and conclude that therefore predestination is not really predestination, and man is the ultimate decider of who is saved, not God, you are denying God’s Word. So maybe you step back from all that and say, “OK, I believe it’s a sovereign act of God, and yet it involves human will…” “So where does that leave me?” “What should I do to try to win souls and bring people to salvation?” The answer is you try your hardest to persuade people to respond in faith. But you do so not through human, fleshy means, but through supernatural, divinely powered means. “But how do I know if I’m using supernatural, divinely powered means, or if I’m operating in the flesh?” Simple. Just re-read vv.11-14. It’s all right there. Christ does the shining, and you do the exposing.  If you want to transform the darkness to light, God’s way of doing that is by shining the true light on the darkness. You take the Gospel, God’s Word, the revelation of the holiness of God, and you shine it as brightly as possible on people’s lives. And you try to persuade them to allow that light to penetrate their hearts. And you pray, and ask God to soften their hearts so they will allow the light in. Because once it’s in, the darkness becomes light. The person is transformed. He rises from the dead and becomes alive to God. We have divine, supernatural power when we use the Gospel to expose the deeds of darkness and reprove people’s sin. That’s how to operate with supernatural power. If you want to know how to operate in the flesh, without any supernatural power from heaven…If you want to try to raise the dead by human means… That’s easy. Just try any method at all that doesn’t involve the Gospel. Or that deletes the portion of the Gospel that exposes the darkness. Develop a darkness-sensitive church.
	Have a darkness friendly service that makes those in the darkness feel safe and comfortable. And instead of using the light, try to raise the dead by means of entertainment, and video clips and skits and felt-need preaching. Or some kind of ecumenical love fest that suppresses the Gospel. Just try to love them into being alive without ever exposing their darkness. Use methods like that and it will guarantee that you will have no supernatural power at all in your ministry. And your church will be packed full of comfortable corpses who feel perfectly safe as they rocket toward Judgment Day when they will hear the words, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.”
Paul worked harder than anyone to try to become all things to all men in order to persuade people to come to Christ. But still, he knew ultimately it depends on God’s sovereign decision to do what He did in Gn.1:3. In Gn.1:3 He said, literally in the Hebrew: “Light, be!” He called out to the light that didn’t exist, and called it into existence.
In Ro.4:17 God is called the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. And that’s the only way for a person to be saved.
2 Cor 4:4-6
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Benediction: 1 Ti.6:15,16  God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.
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Verse 11
kai.  mh.   sugkoinwnei/te toi/j e;rgoij toi/j 
 And     do not        fellowship together with       the          fruitless        the

avka,rpoij tou/ sko,touj( ma/llon de. kai. 
     deeds              of the        darkness,                     but rather

evle,gceteÅ 12  ta. ga.r krufh/| gino,mena u`pV 
  expose them.       12    the    for          secretly              done              by

auvtw/n aivscro,n evstin kai. le,gein( 13  ta. de. 
   Them          shameful            are           even     to mention   13      the     but 

pa,nta evlegco,mena u`po. tou/ fwto.j 
  everything           exposed             by        the           light

fanerou/tai( 14  pa/n   ga.r to. fanerou,menon 
becomes visible,            14  everything    for        the          made visible

fw/j evstinÅ dio.      le,gei( :Egeire( 
 light          is        Wherefore        it says              Rise up

o` kaqeu,dwn( kai. avna,sta evk tw/n nekrw/n( 
the one sleeping             and        rise                from   the           dead

kai. evpifau,sei soi o` Cristo,jÅ
 and     he will shine      on you            Christ



