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Walking in Unity:  Part 1

“The Worthy Life”
Ephesians 4:1-2


Introduction 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  (Lit: I urge you, therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, worthily to walk of the calling of which you were called.)

As you know, I use the NIV in my Bible reading for a number of reasons but, I have to say, some of the translations really bother me.  Two of the most irritating are the fact that the translators changed the word flesh to sinful nature, and they changed the word walk to live.  They did that to make the Scriptures more clear and easy to understand but all it does is make Scriptures less clear and harder to understand.  The Holy Spirit chose the word walk to describe your progression through life.  For whatever reason, though, the NIV translators didn’t agree with the Holy Spirit that walk is a good way to describe it.  But, as we found in the counseling class, that just understanding the fact that the Christian life is a walk will help you immensely in living the Christian life.  Every decision you make in each moment of the day is like a step along a path.  If your mind gets off track from thinking on things above i.e. God, and you continue thinking in an unbiblical way for 30 seconds, then that is 30 steps you’ve taken from the right path.  Think that way for 5 minutes and that is 300 steps.  The farther you get from the path, the more trouble you have in your Christian life.  So many serious problems can be solved by understanding the principle of discovering at which point your thinking departed from the path.  Therefore,  that walking imagery and the Old Testament concept of a path is so valuable. 
The command to walk on a certain path or in a certain way opens up the structure of the second half of Ephesians.  Starting here, Paul tells us to walk in unity.  In verse 17, we are to walk in enlightenment.  In 5:2, we are to walk in love.  In 5:8, we are to walk in light.  In 5:15, we are to walk in wisdom.  The final section is about spiritual warfare.  No book of the Bible other than Ephesians gives more specific, direct applications on how to progress in the Christian life in such a short space.  Ephesians Chapters 4-6 is the most densely packed section of life application than any other portion of Scripture that I know of.  In the months to come we are going to be focusing on the Christian walk.  Step by step by step – your daily, minute by minute existence.  We will start in 4:1 with the worthy walk.  In the book of Ephesians, Paul has eight huge, long sentences.  Ephesians Chapter 4, verse 1 is one of them.  It is 71 words in the Greek language and goes from verse 1 through verse 6.

Urge - (I Urge You)
The first word in that sentence in the Greek is the word urge (parakaleo, parakalew/).  To translate that word into the word urge might be a little soft.  In this context, the word means to exhort.  It is a little closer to commanding than just urging – especially since he makes such a point about the fact that it is he, Paul, who is saying this.  On the other hand, it is still milder than command.  There is a sense of pleading or beseeching implied by this term.  Sometimes the term means to beg.  Paul is excited about this. That’s a good lesson for those of us who teach.  We must never fall into a pattern of just gathering information and dumping it out there for people – like a University professor.  Whether I’m doing a 2 minute devotional or a Sunday morning sermon, my task goes way beyond just making information about the passage available to you.  I want you to get it.  I want it to sink into your heart.  The more I love you, the more I want it to penetrate your heart and affect your life.  Therefore, sometimes I’m up here commanding you.  Sometimes I’m exhorting you.  Sometimes I’m pleading with you.  Sometimes I’m just flat out begging you (like Paul did).  
    Anyone who teaches in a detached, dispassionate, indifferent way does that because he doesn’t really care that much if you respond or not.  That kind of teaching comes from a lack of love.  If I just stand up here and tell you “This word means this, and this refers to that, and here’s another factoid,” it means I must not care too much whether you go the right way or not.
    We don’t teach our kids that way.  For example, you don’t see your little toddler playing out in the Interstate and say, “Personally I lean toward the ‘no toddlers in the freeway’ view, because I don’t find the toddlers’ arguments compelling, but that’s just my opinion…”  No, you shout: GET OUT OF THE ROAD!!!
    The Greek word for shout is kraz which. means to shout with a loud voice.  That word appears throughout the ministry of Jesus.
John 7:28  Jesus…in the temple courts, cried out, "…I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him,
John 7:37  On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried out in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
John 12:44  Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me.
    Jesus spent a lot of His time shouting.   I guarantee He wasn’t delivering the Sermon on the Mount droning on in monotone or mumbling. He was passionate – and so was Paul.
  So he starts the parenetic portion of the book (the portion that gives commands and tells us what to do and how to live).  He starts the parenetic portion of the book by beseeching us.  You don’t beg for something unless you really want it.  If you want to teach God’s Word, step one is to really, really want the people to live out the things you are teaching.  That’s how Paul is.

Therefore – 
So he says, I beseech you, therefore.  Therefore refers back to everything in the first 3 chapters.

	In light of the 5 blessings of salvation in Chapter 1 (sanctification, adoption, redemption, revelation and inheritance), and

In light of the fact that we now have enlightenment, grace, power, knowledge and new life from God
In light of the wonders of the great mystery that was revealed to us and is being revealed through us
In light of the reality that we are the dwelling place of God
And that we are being strengthened with power so Christ can dwell in us through faith so we can grasp the infinite dimensions of Christ’s love, so we can experience and understand the incomprehensible love of Christ
In light of the fact that we serve a God who right here, right now is working in us with power that it infinitely beyond anything we could possibly ask or imagine

In light of all that, Paul draws some conclusions – three chapters worth.  As I told you before, the key to living out Chapters 4-6 is understanding Chapters 1-3.  At some point in the months to come, I’m going to preach about some practical area of life – something about overcoming anger or controlling your tongue, or being a godly husband or wife, or putting on the armor of God.  You are going to try to do it and fail, and try and fail and try and fail.  If that happens, my recommendation is to take a long road trip, listen through all the tapes from 1:1-3:21  (that would be about 20 hours of explanation of the doctrine of salvation – everything you’ve been given in Christ), and then listen to the tape on whatever passage it is in Chapters 4-6 that you are struggling with, and you will have both the motivation and the power to respond.  Fairly frequently someone tells me they think we should set aside doctrine (and usually it is a pastor who says that).  I suggested the Ministerial Association in Boulder County draft a simple statement of the Gospel and they told me, “The worst thing we could do would be to get into doctrine.”  A pastor stopped by the church recently to tell me about his book and the first thing he told me was “I never talk about doctrine.”
The reason they are like that is because doctrine divides.  Once you take a stand on something, someone will inevitably be offended.  Therefore, attendance will go down.  But what they don’t seem to realize is that, when you set aside doctrine, you are also setting aside Christian living.  If you want to avoid getting into theology, you will also avoid getting into obedience.  Practice flows out of precept.  Conduct flows out of creed.  Duty flows from doctrine.  
Remember the fool in Proverbs 7 who gets led into sin like an ox to the slaughter because he lacks understanding?  Lack of understanding puts you in a place of absolute vulnerability.  You will be defenseless and you will be victimized by temptation and sin before you even realize what’s happening.  
Teachers who refuse to teach doctrine and then come along and start talking about duty, do nothing but lay guilt on people without providing the power the people need to obey.  Therefore, Paul spends three  chapters on doctrine and then turns to application in Chapter 4.  Even then, he gives one command in verse 1, and then reverts back into theology until verse 17 where he finally gives another command.
It is so important to understand the truth.  So in light of all the truth of Chapters 1-3, Paul is going to beseech us to do something.  But before he says it, he interrupts himself to remind us who is speaking.  In the Greek language, it is written this way: I beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord…  This is a reference to 3:1.  
In Chapter 3, he talked about his wonderful ministry which was a gracious gift from God and which caused him indescribable suffering and hardship.  The NIV says prisoner for the Lord, but the Greek preposition is en (en) – prisoner in the Lord.  The point is that in relationship to the Lord, Paul was a prisoner.  Paul is saying As far as the Lord is concerned, my role is prisoner.  Various people have varying roles in the Kingdom of God.  Mine is to be false accused, unjustly punished, and to spend years sitting in this cell.  Why say that?  He said it because he is about to urge them to live a life worthy of their calling, so he wants to remind them of his calling.  His calling was to sit in prison.  How lofty is Paul’s calling?  He is called to sit around incarcerated and write letters and do nothing else.  Even with that lowly calling, look at the effort he put forth in living the Christian life.  
When you read Live a life worthy of your calling, you might think to yourself, My calling is not all that great.  But at least your calling isn’t to waste away in a prison cell year after year.  The point is, if you are a Christian, your calling is a high calling.  I think that is why Paul reminds the Ephesians that he is in prison.  I think another reason is to remind them of the price he was wiling to pay.  Living a worthy life landed him in prison, but he rejoiced nonetheless, because of the high, lofty privilege of serving the King of kings and suffering on His behalf.  He wants to remind them of that here, because in Chapters 4-6, Paul is about to ask a lot of them.  In fact, just in verse 1 of Chapter 4 he asks a lot – to live in a manner worthy of God’s calling!  He is asking a lot and wants us to know that he is not asking us to do anything he hasn't done or risk anything that he hasn't lost.  So let’s take a look at what he is beseeching us to do.

The Worthy Life
I beseech you therefore, as a prisoner in the Lord, to walk in a manner worthy 

The word worthy is a term that has to do with a scale or a balance.  You put something on one side and then keep adding to the other side until both sides are balanced.  Chapters 1-3 is on one side of the scale.  Paul says, “Live any way you want – just make sure that when you put your life on the other side of the scale, it measures up to what God put on His side.”  What, specifically, is on God’s side of the scale?   Walk in a manner worthy of  (lit: the calling of which you were called)
Paul uses two different words for calling (klasis  klh/sij, and kaleo kale,w)  That is what is on God’s side.  Live in a manner fitting for someone in your position i.e. someone with your calling.  Your conduct should be commensurate with your calling.  Your calling includes both the fact that God called you to be a Christian and that He has called you into a specific service for Him.  
Paul mentioned this once before in 1:18 where he referred to the hope of God’s calling.  That is the hope of heaven.  That phrase gathers up all of the hope of the Christian life – the hope of  righteousness, glory, reward, rest, joy, fulfillment, sanctification, and glorification – all that God promises.  God didn’t just offer all that; He called you into it.  He called you in such a way that you would respond.  
It is more than just an offer.  An offer is just an offer.  A summons from the King is something else.  For example, if your name was picked out of a hat to go do some presentation for the company at which you work, you might not take it all that seriously.  But if the CEO demanded specifically to your bosses that it had to be you, you would want your presentation to measure up to what is expected.  If you just put on your tennis shoes in order to go for a run, you may run hard or you may just jog.  But if you are selected over all your competitors to represent your country in the Olympics, you will train for that and run in a manner worthy of what you are called upon to do.  
If I became a Christian by just thinking through all my options, checking into various religions and lifestyles and then said to myself  All things considered, I think I’ll choose Christianity, I would have some level of commitment to Christianity.  However sure I was that it was a good decision, that is how committed to it I would be.  
But, if …

	before the creation of the world, the Almighty wrote my name in a book and assigned me an eternal purpose…

and then, once I was born into this world and reached a certain age, the Creator issued a summons…
and He called me to salvation – called me His son, and commissioned me to serve Him and gave me an eternal glorious destiny…
and all this came at the cost of His own dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ…
and then He just says to me, “Live accordingly”…
	All that demands everything


That is exactly what happened.  You didn’t choose Christianity through your own human wisdom.  What you chose and what I chose is described in Ephesians 2:1-10  

…transgressions and sins, in which we used to live when we followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, … gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 

We didn’t choose God.  We chose evil, darkness and death and God called us out of that into His kingdom.  That is our calling.  Every club or organization has rules for behavior for those belonging to the group.  Some are very detailed and meticulous, others are not.  What are the demands on the Christian regarding behavior?  There is just one.  Live any way you want  - just  make sure it measures up to your calling.  
This is so typical of God’s commands.  He always gives such high, cosmic motivations for the things He commands.  Instead of a long list of do’s and do not’s, He just tells us to live a life worthy of our calling.  He does the same thing elsewhere.

Philippians 1:27  conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ

How is that for a standard?  If that is not high enough, how about Collossians 1:10?:   live a life worthy of the Lord.  That is a lot more comprehensive than any list of rules.  Instead of saying, Only PG-rated movies, keep your blood alcohol under .02, don’t use the following bad words, etc., He just says, “Live a life worthy of what you have been called into.”
If you ever find yourself asking, Am I allowed to do this?  I realize it’s questionable, but is it within what is allowable?, then ask yourself the following questions:

	Is it worthy of the Lord?

Is it worthy of the Gospel?
Is it worthy of your calling?

I find that I am constantly asking myself, Is this behavior fitting for a pastor?  People look to me as an example.  I represent the Lord as His spokesman in some ways so I ask myself, Is the activity fitting for someone in my position?  That is not a bad question for you either because, if it is inappropriate for a pastor, then it is inappropriate for any Christian.  There isn’t any higher standard for me – just a higher accountability to the same standard. However, since most people are more aware of that standard when they think in relationship to being a pastor, it may help to ask, Is this activity or thought pattern or speech worthy of a pastor’s calling? If it is not, then it is not worthy of any Christian’s calling.
In Titus 2:10, Paul tells the slaves that by humbly submitting to their owners they adorn the doctrine about the salvation from God.  The word adorn is used in Revelations 21:2:

Revelations 21:2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

The picture is that the doctrines of the Gospel are like a beautiful woman and your godly life is like the dress and makeup and hairdo and perfume, etc. that make her beautiful.  If you have a beautiful princess ready to be married in a royal wedding, it is not fitting that you just throw a burlap sack on her.
That is not worthy of her.  Your life is the wedding dress for the doctrines of salvation and your conduct is the adornment for the calling you have received from God.  Make sure it is worthy.  Just pretend you have a sign on your forehead that says, Watch me. I’m a child of God.  Every word in Ephesians 1-3 is true of my calling.  
If you struggle with obedience to God, maybe the problem is that your understanding of the loftiness of your calling is inadequate.  Perhaps, instead of just working on more self-discipline or trying harder, you could solve the problem by spending more time thinking through the magnitude of your calling.  
You may be thinking, But I don’t even know what my calling is!  You may not know certain specific details but you know that everything Chapters 1-3 says about your calling is true – and that is plenty.  So what does the worthy walk look like?

Unity
That is what the rest of the book is about.  There are five aspects to the worthy walk:

to walk in unity
to walk in enlightment
to walk in love
to walk in light
to walk in wisdom

The first one is in verses 1- 16.  If you want to understand what that section is all about, just look at verse 3 and verse 13.  In verse 3, Paul talks about keeping our unity; in verse 13, he talks about reaching unity.  There is a unity we are to maintain and a unity we are to work to attain.  There is one sense in which the Church is already unified and another sense in which we are not.  In verse 3, we will see that the unity we already have, a unity created by the Holy Spirit, needs to be preserved and maintained.  It is maintained through a bond, that binds us together.  That bond, the key to our unity, is peace (as in peaceful, harmonious relationships).  Therefore, verse 2 is devoted to reminding us how to have that.

Humble Love
The NIV makes it sound like verse 2 starts a new sentence and it completely misses the connection with verse 1.

Ephesians 4:2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

In the Greek language, it is written, “I exhort you to walk in a manner befitting your calling (2) with all humility and gentleness, with patience bearing with one another in love”  Therefore, Paul is not picking up a random new thought in verse 2.  He is describing the manner in which we are to carry out this worthy walk.  He gives two guidelines to measure whether you are walking worthily or not – humility and love – which come as absolutely no surprise whatsoever.  
The fact that he would write three chapters on how we are to live and that he would start with humility and love is as predictable as it can be.  Humility is always the soil out of which all the other virtues grow.  Love is always the goal toward which all of the Christian life is directed.  He uses two words to describe each of those concepts. The reason I say this is a list of 2 virtues rather than 4 is the fact that the word “with” (meta) occurs twice, followed each time by two words that describe very similar concepts.   Let’s just look at the first word. The first word is tapeinophrosuna (tapeinofrosu,nh).

Your Approach to People - Humility
Humility – the word literally means lowliness of mind and comes from the Old Testament concept of lowliness which is tied to the idea of creatureliness – an awareness of being subordinate to God, and a willingness to let your case rest with God.  It is a sense of total dependence.  For example, you have needs, desires, interests preferences and longings, but  pride will fight for those.  
Humility will put it all in God’s hands.  That frees you up to be concerned with others.  Humility is not self-deprecation.  It is not putting yourself down or thinking that you are terrible.  It is concern for others above self.  Humility is a willingness to be helpless and utterly dependent upon God.  Humility is when you totally trust God to protect you and you trust Him completely to protect your interests.  Therefore, the humble person is never concerned with defending his reputation or fighting for his rights or getting his fair share because he leaves all that up to God and he just focuses on others.  
I really want to be careful to explain this properly because I realize that when you hear that we are to focus on others and not self, that phrase barely registers.  We have heard that particular phrase so many countless times in our lives and told others that so many times, that when I say it, it almost has no meaning – even though it is such a basic, obvious truth.  
I want us as a church to re-think the whole concept this morning.  We know we are to do that, and we would think it would be fairly simple to do.  Yet, if everyone did it, this place would be paradise.  It would be heaven.  So what keeps us from just putting others first?  What keeps us from true humility?  I searched and searched in Scripture to find the answer to that question and I finally found it.  
What keeps us from true humility?  Pride.  Pride is a preoccupation with the importance of self.  We get so focused on ourselves that, very often, the only humility we have is a false humility.  We pretend to be focused on someone else when really we are consumed with ourselves and how we feel and how we are being treated.  Pride can take a lot of forms.  
Pride is such an important issue that we need to really think it through.  Therefore, I decided that I didn’t want to just say, “Don’t be proud” and then move on to the next verse.  I wanted to think about the various kinds of pride and the specific ways it hits us.  
The first one is ability pride.  For example, God gives you some gift, you nurture that gift and fan it into flame, and the next thing you know you are taking the credit for it.  I’ve never been tempted to be proud about my singing.  I’ve never been tempted to be proud about my golf game.  I’ve never found myself boasting about my social skills.  I’m not gifted in those areas.  But I do have a gift.  My gift is in the area of Bible interpretation and preaching.  Therefore, if Satan whispers to me, “You’re great at music” or “You are a great intellect” or something like that, I can say, “Come on – you’ve got to be kidding!”  However, if he says, “You know, you really are a great preacher”, then I might think, “Yeah, you’re probably right.”  We fall into the sin of pride in the area of our abilities – that is ability pride.  
Another one is possession pride.  We get puffed up over what we have.  Class pride is where we think we are above certain people.  Paul address all that in 1 Corinthians 4:7:  who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 
If I have some money or a gift or an ability or anything, it is because I was graciously given that thing as a gift that I didn’t earn or deserve.
Another one is comparison pride.  We are always quick to spot people who are worse than we are in some area.  We make them the standard in order to feel better about ourselves.

2 Corinthians 10:12  We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.

	Here are others:	
	we get proud about how intelligent we are

we get proud about how beautiful we are
we get proud about athletic we are
we get proud about how disciplined we are
we even get proud about how spiritual we are i.e. I am so much more humble than all these other people.  What’s their problem?

The result of all that pride is that we develop an inflated sense of our own importance.  Sometimes you are not even consciously aware of it.  You are probably not walking around thinking, I certainly am more important than everyone else.  But it comes out in other ways – ways that are so easy to see in others and so difficult to spot in ourselves.  
Stewart Scott, in his book The Exemplary Husband (which I highly recommend) gives a helpful list of symptoms of pride.  The following are some of the things he lists.  If you see any of these things in your life, they are red lights flashing on your dashboard indicating a serious internal problem of pride.

Anger
This is the most common form of pride.  It can take a lot of forms – outbursts of temper, withdrawing, pouting, frustration, etc.  The greater your attitude of self-importance, the stronger the reaction against anyone who says or does anything that would seem to minimize your importance.  But when you do something that minimizes the importance of a truly humble person, he doesn’t even notice.  He doesn’t consider himself important, so it doesn’t even register in his mind as anything unusual.  That is why adults get angry when a server at a restaurant makes a mistake but children don’t get angry at that.  We think we are so important that we need to be waited on every moment and all our desires must be instantly met, so if it doesn’t happen, we get upset.

Complaining
Complaining is passing judgment on God.  He is in control of circumstances.  So when I complain about circumstances, I’m passing judgment on God.  I am saying, “God, You are making a mistake.”  A proud person in a difficult situation thinks, Look what God has done to me after all I have done for Him.  I don’t deserve this.  Most of us would never say that out loud, but that is really the attitude behind all our complaining.  Complaining is a huge problem for us in the church.  We sometimes try to excuse it by calling it venting, as if frustration is like some kind of exhaust building up in you that just needs to be let out.  “I’m not complaining.  I’m just venting.”  Did you know God once killed an entire generation of Israelites for venting in the wilderness?  The Israelites thought they were just complaining about their circumstances and about Moses.  But in Exodus 16:8, Moses set them straight: 
Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD."   When you complain about circumstances, you are complaining against God.  Complaining is a serious sin, because it’s a manifestation of pride.  

Numbers 14:26-29  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: "How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites.  So tell them, 'As surely as I live, declares the LORD…  In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me.

A lack of gratitude in general
Proud people have such an inflated sense of importance that they have an inflated sense of what they deserve.  When God graciously gives them gifts, they aren’t grateful because they think they deserved those gifts.  In fact, sometimes it just makes them mad because they think God should have given them something better.  God graciously grants a job and they are ungrateful for it because they think they deserve a better job.  They think they deserve better circumstances, a better car, a better house, a better wife, a better husband, better friends, better spiritual gifts, etc.  You have to look long and hard before you can ever spot any sign of genuine gratitude in them.  This lack of gratitude leads to the next one:

False humility
False humility is when you are focused on the lack of your gifts and abilities.  This one fools a lot of people because it may not come across as pride at all.  In fact, some people mistake it for humility.  People like this are always down on themselves i.e. “I’m terrible at this.  I’m really bad at this.  I’m just a worm, I’m unimportant, I, I, I…”  That is false humility.  They keep telling you how humble they are but where is their focus?  Their focus is completely on themselves.  Humility is not putting yourself down.  Jesus was the most humble man ever and He never put Himself down.  Humility is focusing on others and considering their needs more important than your own.  People who put themselves down are usually doing that because they want you to disagree (or at least feel sorry for them).  That is pride.

Talking too much
Many proud people think that what they have to say is more important than what everyone else has to say.  They don’t listen because they really aren’t concerned about anyone else or how anyone else feels.  When someone else is talking, the proud person is only thinking about what he is going to say next.  He doesn’t love anyone else or care about anyone else enough to genuinely think through what they are saying.

Talking about yourself
When you are proud, the conversation inevitably revolves around you (especially when you are talking with someone who is humble, because both that person and you are concerned with exactly the same topic – you).  We have clever ways of disguising our boasting so it doesn’t sound like boasting.  But really our motive in what we are saying is not really to edify or build up the listener – our motive is to impress that person.

Seeking pity
In our pride we always want to make sure everyone knows how rough we’ve got it.  Maybe we don’t complain or gripe.  We just see to it that someone knows how hard our situation is, so they will be impressed with how well we are handling it, or cut us slack for not handling it well.

Seeking independence 
Very often a proud person can’t stand to be dependent upon others.  They won’t accept help, they won’t accept gifts, they won’t accept many expressions of love because it damages their ego to think they are not self-sufficient which often leads to the next one: 

Lack of submissiveness and respect for authority 
They have to be their own boss.  It is demeaning to them to be under authority because they think it implies that the authority must be considered better than them – and, of course, no one is better than them.  They know better than anyone how things should be done.  People like that are often rigid, stubborn, headstrong, and intimidating.  A subtle variation of this is the person who will only submit to the highest authority in the organization.  They don’t think they have a submission problem because, if someone who is really high up and really important – who really commands a lot of respect – tells them what to do, they will submit.  But that is pride, too.  It is the attitude that states:   I’m so important, and so intelligent, and so capable, that I am only answerable to the most important people.

Being consumed with what others think
Some proud people make many of their decisions based on continual pursuit of gaining the approval and esteem of others.  They are man-pleasers rather than God-pleasers.  They need to be affirmed all the time.  And if you don’t affirm them, look out – they will probably begin to despise you.

Being devastated or angered by criticism
Proud people can rarely handle criticism because all criticism is taken as an attack.  Therefore, their reaction is always defensive.  When someone criticizes you, are your first thoughts always defensive?  i.e. Well, they just don’t understand this, and this.  And they don’t appreciate this, and who are they to be talking anyway?...”  Your favorite verse in the Bible is Jesus’ warning about seeing to the log in your own eye before taking the speck out of someone else’s.  Suddenly you start finding huge logs in the eyes of everyone who criticizes you.  Therefore you think to yourself, I don’t have to listen to you – you’ve got a log.  Oh, so do you, and you, and you…  You never accept or profit from criticism because you always dismiss it, and because you think the other person has no business giving it, and because he’s got worse problems than you.  Jesus didn’t say, “Don’t accept criticism from someone with a log in his eye.”  All He said was not to be a hypocrite.  It doesn’t mean a person has to be sinlessly perfect before he can correct you or challenge you on something.  If you are finding logs in everyone else’s eyes, chances are you are the one with a problem.  Proud people have an inflated opinion of their own goodness, and so if you bring up a criticism that is a weakness they didn’t know they had, they can’t accept it.

Making excuses
When they do finally come to grips with something they have done wrong, their repentance is full of excuses and blame-shifting i.e. I’m really sorry I did that, but…I was having a tough day, I was really tired, etc.  Therefore, I’m sorry but… means I’m really not sorry because…

Being unteachable
You know you have a pride problem when anytime someone critiques you or tries to teach you, you resent it.  You can't seem to learn anything from anyone else, and there are very few people you respect.
Again, a subtle variation of this is when you are teachable, but only by the most respected people.  You can’t learn from some lowly person in the church.  If someone has less education than you, less experience than you, less intellectual ability than you, or who is younger than you, then you just can’t respect them or learn anything from them.  Some people just have age pride i.e. I’ve existed for 15 more years than you have existed, therefore I’m more important and I have nothing to learn from you.  That is a very natural expression of sinful pride which is why Paul had to tell Timothy, “Don’t let anyone despise your youth.” (1 Timothy 4:12)  We tend to despise those younger and less experienced than us.

Being sarcastic, hurtful, or degrading
Proud people can be very unkind people.  They may not do it on purpose and many times they don’t even realize they are doing it.  They just tend to belittle everyone around them.  Ask yourself, Are people constantly getting offended by you?  If so, maybe there is a subtle arrogance in your attitude that sends the message to people that they are inferior.

A lack of service
Proud people aren’t thinking of others, so they don’t want to serve unless it’s something enjoyable for them or that serves their interests.  They never serve self-sacrificially just simply out of genuine love for the body.  They rarely just see a need and meet it because they are mostly oblivious to others’ needs.  Usually they will only serve if they are asked.  They want to feel needed and important, therefore, they won’t do anything unless someone comes saying, “We need your help. You are qualified for this.”  Sometimes even that statement won’t be enough unless it is from someone really important.  Then when they do serve, if there is not enough praise or recognition, they want to quit.

A lack of compassion
They are so focused on self that they are oblivious to how serious another’s suffering really is.

 A lack of asking forgiveness
Proud people rarely ask for forgiveness from others.  On the rare occasions that they do admit their sin, their concern is still about themselves.  They want to smooth over the relationship, they don’t want any more guilt, they don’t want any more discomfort, etc., but they really aren’t concerned with what they’ve done to you.  So they might try to patch things up, but you just don’t hear them asking forgiveness very often.

A lack of prayer
Proud people don’t have a sense of dependence and neediness, and so they aren’t compelled to cry out to God in prayer.

 Voicing preferences or opinions when not asked
Ask yourself, do you find yourself throwing in your 2 cents more often than everyone else? The greater our sense of self-importance, the more urgency we feel in voicing our opinions – because those opinions are more important than everyone else’s. 

 Minimizing your own sin and maximizing others sin and shortcomings.
When you get to talking about someone else’s faults, you go on and on and on but when you confess your sins, it only takes a few seconds.

Impatience
You’re the most important person around; therefore your schedule is the most important schedule.  The people in line in front of you have no business even being at the store when you are there; the same goes for all the other cars on the road.  Your trip is important and the rest of these people should have stayed at home where they belong.

Being jealous or envious
You hear about someone winning the lottery or getting some wonderful benefit, and instead of being genuinely happy for them, you are distressed because it didn’t happen to you.

Using others
I’ll pay attention to you, but I’d better get something out of it.  I’ll give you a call and encourage you…when I need something from you.  What is most important is my work and my agenda; therefore, your job is to help me.

Deceit
Some proud people will do just about anything in order for others not to find out negative things about them.  They may not tell an outright lie but they will mislead people into having a higher opinion of them than what is warranted. 

Attention-getting tactics
Very often pride wants attention so many times proud people will do something to attract attention.   They might do it through the following kinds of behavior:
	the way they dress
 bizarre behavior
being rebellious
always talking about their problems
being a comedian
getting a tattoo
crying

Not having close relationships
Proud people often have no use for close relationships.  They see themselves as so self-sufficient that they do not need other people.  You don’t see them much at fellowship events, because they don’t need the body of Christ.  They don’t need any help in their spiritual growth, they don’t need anything.

Conclusion
That’s quite a list, isn’t it?  Is there anyone here who survived that list?  What if none of those things describe you?  (If that’s the case, then you may have the biggest pride problem of all).  I don’t know how all that affects you but as I was studying these principles of pride and humility this week, I was absolutely brutalized by God’s Word.  This is convicting stuff.  Sometimes I may preach about various different sins which may or may not apply you.  But if I preach about pride, it hits us all, doesn’t it?  Because pride is the very essence of all sin.  Learning about true humility really uncovers the core of our sinfulness.  So now here we all are – bruised and bleeding and broken over the enormity of our sinful pride.  What should we do now?  

There are four things we can do.

Confess whatever sin has been exposed by the Word of God this morning.

Be encouraged by the fact that some of those things we listed that you have struggled with for years are just symptoms, not incurable diseases.  Some of you have tried and tried and tried to do something about your temper problem, or your complaining, etc. but without any success and you’ve given up hope.  This gives us hope because now we can see that solving those problems is simply a matter of learning humility, and that’s something you can do.

Be encouraged about the humility you do have.  If you are a Christian, you are humble.  I know that because without humility you can’t be saved. (See Matthew 18:1,2, and Matthew 5:3)  

Every Christian has the virtue of humility.  When I was going through that list of 27 things, there were a number of them that didn’t really apply much to you.  That is because you have humility in that area.  That is cause for rejoicing!  That isn’t natural – it only happens as a work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of a child of God.  When I look at my own heart, I weep over the ugly, disgusting pride I see there.  When I look at the church, I sometimes weep over the pride that is eroding and destroying the ministry here in many ways.   On the other hand, when I look at you, I also see many phenomenal examples of genuine humility – and that makes me rejoice.  We need to repent of our sins, but let’s not get so caught up with focusing on our sins that we fail to show gratitude to God for the humility that He has worked in us so far.

Come back next week, when we will study humility and how to become more humble.  (I’ll even give you a hint: It has to do with understanding Chapters 1-3 and living a life worthy of that.)

file_0.wmf


file_1.wmf









Benediction:  1 Peter 5:1-7  

To the elders among you…Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, …not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.   Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."   Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.


           


Review Question:

1. What does it mean to live a life worthy of your calling? 

2. Define humility

