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8 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

Paul is giving examples of specific elements of the old life that we are to lay aside now that we are Christians.  The first one was lying. We are to strip off the sin of lying and throw it aside, and pursue honesty and integrity instead. And when we do lie, we must have immediate repentance. The second trait of the old man we are to discard is stealing. And again Paul gives the negative side (stop stealing) and the positive virtue we are to replace it with.  First the negative command:

28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer It’s a present tense verb, so literally it’s The one who is stealing must steal no longer

That’s pretty basic.  Stop stealing. Some of the commentators seem surprised that Paul would have to mention this to Christians. If stealing is so prominent that it characterizes your life, or if it’s something you refuse to give up, then Scripture is clear that you are not a Christian.

1 Cor 6:9-11
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves …nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

So if your life is so marked by stealing that you can accurately be called a thief, then you are not going to heaven. However among those who have been washed and sanctified and justified and delivered from that sin, still there remains the possibility of falling to the temptation. And that happens among Christians. Christians have problems with stealing just like every other sin. And Paul doesn’t have his head in the sand. Even though he knows what the new nature is like, he also knows what the flesh and the effect of the old man are like. And so he writes to address the problem of the Christians who were stealing. And he tells them to stop it.

Stealing
Forms of stealing
And as you think about this, don’t just think about bank robbery or something. There are a lot of different ways to break the 8th commandment. There is just the plain old taking something that’s not yours. (Finding something before it’s lost.) Putting something from the store in your pocket, or kids taking some money from your dad’s dresser. But beyond that, you can steal simply by failing to give someone what is due.
In James 5 the wealthy people are rebuked because they failed to give their workers their wages. That’s the same as mugging a worker who has been paid and taking all his money. You can steal from an employee by underpaying him. And an employee can steal from his employer by not giving him the work that the employer is paying for.  If I take extended breaks, or do my own business while on the clock, or just function in an inefficient way while I’m at work, I’m stealing. They paid for my time fair and square, and so during work hours my time belongs to them. And so if I use it for myself, I’m stealing.  If I neglect my work so I can share the gospel with someone and lead him to the Lord while I’m on the clock, I’m stealing from my employer. If I fail to report all my income on my tax return, I’m stealing. If I lie about an illness to get insurance coverage I’m stealing. If I fail to alert the checker at the store that he gave me too much change or undercharged me, I’m stealing. If a server does a good job and I don’t give him the tip he deserves, I’m failing to give him what he is due.
You can even steal from God. Every time we fail to give God what He requires of us, we steal from Him.

Mal 3:8-10
"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 
"But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' 
"In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse-the whole nation of you-because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,

They failed to give God what was due Him, and so they were stealing from God. So there are a whole lot of ways we steal. When you read v.28, don’t just picture someone holding up a bank or something. Stealing is a problem for a lot of us. That’s why a prohibition against stealing is included in the 10 Commandments.

Why Stealing is So Bad
The reason stealing is such a terrible sin is because it involves a conglomeration of a whole bunch of serious sins.  It involves deception for one thing which is enough to make it a serious sin by itself. It’s motivated by selfishness, without any regard for the person you’re stealing from. It’s the opposite of what love does (self-sacrificial giving). It involves a rejection of the work ethic of Proverbs, which is a rejection of God’s wisdom. And above all it’s a practice that is completely devoid of faith.



Faith
You can’t believe God’s promises and steal. For example, is it possible to believe Ps 16:11 and steal?

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

If I truly believe that place eternal pleasures are found is at His right hand, will seek to fulfill my pleasures by stealing? Whether or not we steal is determined solely by whether or not we believe the truth. I’ll give you an example from John Piper.
“Mid way through September I got my water and sewer bill. It was $84.20. At the bottom in a little box it said, Pay gross after September 30, $88.41. I set the bill aside in a pile of mail and forgot about it until Friday. Friday was October 3rd. I thought to myself … I have always paid my bills on time; I am a good citizen; I am only three days late; I could date the check Sept. 30 and they would probably let it go; then I wouldn't waste four dollars. But then another "me" began to speak: it is your fault for not sending it in on time; it is not unjust for them to charge more for delinquent payments; the Spirit of Christ is submissive to the ruling authorities where it doesn't require compromise with sin; a clear conscience is more valuable than four dollars; my master has bidden me not to steal; and he has promised never to leave me nor forsake me; if it would be good for me, (he can heal a cavity in my tooth and make up this four dollar loss with a forty dollar savings on the dentist bill). The Lord reigns! And so I believed the promise of God and put to death the old deceived self and put on the new self and wrote a check for $88.41.”
That’s a great illustration of how whether you steal or not depends upon your faith. Your old self and your new self will make their arguments, and what you do depends on which self you believe. So stealing is serious because it involves so many other deadly sins, and especially because it demonstrates a lack of faith.
But that’s not all. Notice here in v.28 Paul tells us to use our hands to work, doing something useful (lit. “good”). Another reason stealing is so bad is because it’s a misuse of your hands. Your hands are a gift from God. In fact, they’re not really yours.  You are just a steward of them. They belong to God, and you are just to make good use of them for His sake while you can. And so to use them to dishonor God is a supreme insult. It’s like if a rich man left town and told you, “I want you to take care of my money while I’m gone. I expect you to invest it so I get a good return on it when I come home.” And so you use it to take out newspaper ads across the country slandering the guy.  That’s what it’s like when I take the hands God has made me a steward of, and use them against Him. That principle applies to everything. It’s wrong to misuse any of God’s gifts. Stealing misuses not only your body, but your intellect, your time, your energy and your creativity - all of which you are a steward of.  So we need to strip off stealing and lay it aside as part of the old life we have turned from. Then, once again, Paul gives us the positive virtue we are to seek to replace lying. (Keep that in mind – it’s never enough to just try to get rid of a sin. You must always replace it with the corresponding virtue. And he gives that virtue in the second part of the verse, and it’s not what you might expect.

Working 
The word but is a strong adversative: “But rather.”  So he’s going to give the extreme opposite. What is the opposite of stealing?  You might expect that it would be giving. That’s close, but Paul goes beyond that. The opposite of the evil of stealing is the virtue of not just giving, but working.

but rather he must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

There are two parts to that: the action and the motive. First the action, the new man is characterized by work. The word used here is kopiaw (kopiao), not ergon (ergon), ergon is the normal word for work. kopiaw is the word for weariness or fatigue. For example, Revelation 2:3 

You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.

The word translated grown weary is kopiaw. And when it’s used to refer to work, it underscores the idea of working to the point of weariness. It means to put your back into it and get some sweat on your face. In John 5:16-17 Jesus was being hassled for being active on the Sabbath.

So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working."

Think about that.  God wouldn’t have to work. If God wanted to, He could have become a deist – just wind up the universe like a clock so it ran by itself, and then create a big Lazy Boy, and just sit in heaven eternally dormant. But instead He works every day. God is active.  He works constantly –  because it’s part of His good, perfect, wonderful nature to be productive and creative.  So activity, productivity and creativity are good, God-like qualities that glorify God. That’s why diligence and hard work are virtues - which is why the enemy constantly tempts us with laziness.

The Temptation to be lazy
Stealing was more of temptation in ancient Palestine than it is for us. They didn’t have a welfare system or an unemployment system. So if you couldn’t find work, and you had no family that could take care of you, your only two options were steal or starve. And you can imagine, in a situation like that, if you were a person who had found yourself having to resort to stealing a few times to keep your family alive - how the temptation would be to lower the bar on what constitutes a true emergency that would justify stealing. The first time maybe your children were hours away from death. The next time no one was dying, but everyone was pretty hungry – you had gone a couple days without any food. The next time you had just missed one meal. And pretty soon you find yourself stealing all the time, to make ends meet.
In our culture we don’t find ourselves reduced to stealing in order to keep our families alive. But we do face the same kind of slippery slope with regard to work. The lazy man will go without working the first time because he absolutely can’t find any work. But the next time it’s just that he can’t find the right kind of work to fund the standard of living he’s used to. Then it’s that he can’t find a job that won’t interfere with his hobby.   And finally it’s just that he’s too lazy to go find work at all. If you know someone like that, whatever you do don’t give him any money or food.  2 Thess 3:10

If a man will not work, he shall not eat.  

If he can’t work, or he can’t find work, that’s different.  But if he just won’t work, don’t let him eat. If someone works hard to support his family and can’t make ends meet, I’m happy to help if I can. But I don’t ever give money to the beggars on the street corners, because instead of applying for work at McDonalds or Wal Mart, they are just sitting there all day. This is a principle we take seriously when we distribute the benevolence funds. If someone isn’t actively looking for work, we won’t help them financially. A friend of mine has cerebral palsy, and so the government will give him SSI benefits for the rest of his life, but only if he doesn’t work. But he has worked delivering pizzas for Dominos for years, earning less then he could be getting from the government, just because he understands the value of work. In his case working costs him a lot of money, but it’s worth it to him. Most of the time, however, you are way better off financially if you work hard. We don’t have time to go into a full-blown study of diligence this morning.  If you want that, get tape 170 (from the study we did of the book of Proverbs called “Making Wise Decisions” part 10). The point here is just to highlight the importance of diligence. Work is good.  Hard work is especially good. Work is not part of the curse.  The boredom and futility and difficulty is, but not work itself. Productive work is a blessing. There is a dignity in being able to be productive – even the world recognizes that. No Christian should ever have the goal of retiring from work so he can spend his life in leisure or recreation. Recreation has a place, but as long as we are able, we should strive to be productive.

Finding meaning in secular work
Many times people disparage the importance of their job, because it’s a secular job. It is very common for a Christian who wants his life to count for eternity to begin to wonder about the eternal value of what he is doing at work. They see a pastor or missionary, who spends his full time doing things like studying and teaching Scripture, ministering to people’s spiritual needs, etc. And they compare that with the eternal value of developing or selling some product that won’t even exist 500 years from now. And they think, “Am I wasting my life?” “Sure I can have a meaningful ministry in church, but that may be 10 or 15 hours a week, compared to 50 or 60 or 70 hours a week at my job.” “Is most of my time being wasted?” Possibly.  But not necessarily. Scripture gives several principles that determine whether your secular job is a waste of your time or something that has eternal value.
1. For example, your job has eternal, spiritual value if you use it as a platform for evangelism. By living a Christ-like life, and proclaiming the Gospel to those who will listen, you are doing ministry that is as spiritual as it gets. That’s how we reach the world. In my position I have very little opportunity to get to know people in the world. Your position at your job opens the window of the light of Christ into the lives of your co-workers.
2. And it also brings the truth of God’s Word into your field.
3. If you consciously do your work in service to Christ it becomes eternally meaningful. This world is His world. God is the administrator of the whole place. And so when you make your contribution to the functioning of society, you are doing the Lord’s work. If you make computer chips, or sell real estate, or flip hamburgers, you are enabling society to function. That’s what God wants. 
	If you’re flipping those 99 cent burgers at Wendy’s you are doing a service to society (and to the Church). The fact that I can get a full meal for 1/50 of a day’s wage, and then be on my way in 3 minutes, really enhances my life and ministry.
	Think about the Yeates’ house. That house has been used in for many wonderful ministries, all because some realtor helped them find it, and some mortgage broker helped them buy it.
	If you help make or sell computers, you are responsible for the proliferation of so many wonderful books and resources for the Church (not to mention the fact that you have helped us all learn patience and perseverance when we have to deal with the piece of junk computer you made crashing).
	Think of what technology has done. Jesus preached in a tiny little area in the mid-east. Many ministries today proclaim the Gospel all over the world to millions of people. And they can do that because some people devoted themselves to science, others to invention, others to development, others to marketing, etc. And the result of all that is the ability to broadcast on radio all over the world, or to fly across the ocean in a single day. 
	So any work you do (as long as it’s not sinful, and as long as you work at it diligently), is the Lord’s work. That’s why diligence is a virtue. No matter what your job is, your employer is God. That’s the reason working hard is a virtue – because you are working for Him. In ch.6 Paul tells the slaves Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men  (Eph 6:7)
So there are a number of things that can make even the most menial kind of job eternally significant for the Christian. But none of those are the point here. The thing this passage points to is your motive for doing your work.

The Motive: Sharing
The thing that will determine whether your hours at work are a waste of your life, or of eternal spiritual value is your motive. What should be your motive for going to work in the morning? There are a lot of possible motives. But what is the greatest of all? What does the Bible say should be your motive? I would say the most important motive you could have for doing your job is… to make money. That should be your goal – to make money. Does that surprise you? That’s what the verse says.

he must work, doing something useful with his own hands, (then he tells us the purpose) that he may have something 

The word something isn’t in the Greek. Literally it’s just “In order that he may have.” You should work in order that you may have. Have what?  Have money! That’s what you get when you work – money. What is it that will give eternal meaning and significance to your work? The fact that it gets you money. Proverbs mentions many different benefits that come through diligence and hard work, one of which is wealth.

Wealth 
Pr.28:19 (12:11) He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. 

Lazy people are always looking for shortcuts to wealth. They go out and buy lotto tickets, they get into multi-level marketing, they invest in risky investments, they gamble… they spend their money on how to get rich books. It’s OK to seek wealth if you have the right motive, but if you do, the path God wants you to take is the path of hard work.

Pr.14:23 All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. 

So we are to work hard, and we are to do that for the purpose of getting wealth. “You sound like one of those health/wealth heretics.” I’m just telling you what Paul said. But the difference between Paul and the health/wealth people like Joyce Meyer or Benny Hinn is those people preach that you should work to have money to spend. Or you should work to have money to keep. But that’s not what Paul is saying. Working to get money, in and of itself, is neither good nor bad. It all depends on what your motive is in getting that money. When you drag out of bed in the morning, and put in those long hours, or do all the exhausting travel your job requires, and the tedious paperwork - What is your motive? Is it to get a bigger house or better car?  Is it so you can retire sooner, or go on expensive vacations?
None of those are sinful things to do, necessarily, but they are if those are your motive for working. The proper motive for working is given in the next phrase of v.28.

he must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 
 
We work hard so we can give more.  Please notice that the ability to give more is not merely a result of working; it’s the motive. He’s not saying we should work hard to make a living, and one of the side benefits is we will be able to give.  Enabling yourself to give is the whole reason for working. The lazy man refuses to work, and would rather steal to get his food. And the opposite of that is not just working, but working with the motive of giving.

Pr.21:25-26 The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. 26 All day long he craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing. 

You see that? The opposite of laziness is not just working to get a paycheck, but working to be able to give generously. It’s not just a difference in employment status or financial status. It’s a difference in attitude and motivation.  It’s the difference between being a taker or a giver. So as a Christian, you have a responsibility to make a lot of money.
You have that responsibility, because it is your job to provide not only for your family, but for others in need. Is it ever justifiable to earn less money than you are capable of earning?  Yes, depending upon your gifts and calling in the Church. If God has called you to a giving type ministry, and you have the potential to earn a lot of money, maybe you should work long hours and try for as much advancement as possible - so you can excel at your giving ministry. If God has called you to a more time-intensive ministry, such as teaching (that requires lots of study time), maybe you should find a job that requires the fewest possible hours, so you have time to give of your gifts.

Sharing, not giving
I think it’s interesting that he uses the word “share” rather than “give.”
He doesn’t say, “Work with your hands so that you can give what you earn away.”  He says, “Work so you can have something to share.” It’s not that God expects you to give away all your money. He just wants you to be generous out of the abundance of what He provides. When Paul talked to the Corinthians about their giving ministry he said in 2 Cor 8:11-12

Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

The point Paul is making here in Ephesians is not about how much you give. In fact, there’s not even a command to give.  This passage touches on giving only in an indirect way. The point being made is about motivation.

Be a Net Giver
The ethicists in the world say, “Instead of stealing to get things. Work to get things.” But God says, “Work to give.”  Stealing to feed your greed is bad. Working to feed your greed is legal, but still sinful.  The Christian ideal is to work to have the ability to give. The root of the sin of stealing is the same as the root of every other sin – pride. We take things because we have such an inflated sense of self-importance that we think we deserve those things.  We keep careful accounts of how much we are giving and how much we are receiving. And our minds tend to inflate the value of what we give, and the vast majority of the blessings we receive we don’t even notice.  They don’t even register on our ledger, because we are so puffed up with self-importance that we think we had those things coming anyway. So we become distressed, because we think we are giving so much, and not getting enough in return. So then we set out to see to it that we get what we think we are due.
This happens in marriages. So often when I counsel married couples, both partners feel like they are contributing 90% to the marriage, and the other one is contributing 10%. And so they get all upset because they are afraid they are net givers (they give more than they get). They think, “I’m giving and giving and giving, and I get nothing in return.” My response to that is “Terrific!  It doesn’t sound like you need any counsel at all – you are right on the right track.” Didn’t Jesus say it’s more blessed to give than to receive?  Is that just a trite little platitude, or did it actually come out of the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and get recorded on the pages of Holy Scripture in Acts 20:35? 
Do we really believe what Jesus said? If we do, then you would expect us to be falling all over ourselves scrambling to be net givers rather than net receivers. You would expect people to come into my office in tears saying, “I’m afraid my husband is giving more to me than I’m giving to him. Please help me find a way to out give him, since it is more blessed to give than to receive.” If you decide you really do believe Jesus’ words, and so you set out to become a net giver - the more you learn true humility, the more hopeless that task becomes, because your record keeping becomes more accurate. I wake up in the morning with the goal of being a net giver today, but immediately I realize “I woke up to a new day. God has graciously granted me another day of life – I’m already way behind!” “I’ve already received the gift of life and I haven’t given anything yet.” And then I think, “Oh – I just drew a breath. Now I’m farther behind – and getting farther and farther behind every with every beat of my heart.” So I scramble out of bed so I can catch up. But before I can do anything, I look outside and up comes the sun – farther behind. I’m getting creamed. I still haven’t given anyone anything yet.  So I’m thinking, “I’ve got to get moving on doing some giving.” So I rush into the kitchen. I figure I’ll make my wife and kids some breakfast. There’s a way I could give. But then I realize, “I have a wife and kids – farther behind!” Finally I realize I don’t have even a remote chance of being a net giver.  I don’t have any chance of out giving God. In fact, even if I look strictly in the human realm I can’t do it. I can’t out give you all, because you have me outnumbered. With 300 of you giving to me, there is no way I can compete trying to give back. Even my family has me outnumbered.  So finally I have to resign myself to the fact that even though Jesus said it’s more blessed to give than to receive, there is no way I can ever even come close to being a net giver. I will always be a net receiver. 
And it’s OK to be a receiver. What this passage is saying is, just don’t be a taker. It’s OK to be the recipient of gifts. Just don’t be a taker – one who takes what he wants. You can’t help but to receive more than you give, but you can always give more than you take. I hope you can see that this isn’t just telling us to take one little behavioral trait and change it out with a better one. It’s talking about the whole orientation of your life. In every area, in every context, in every aspect of your life, seek to be a giver instead of a taker. We are all born takers. We arrive in this world with one item on our agenda: Take what you want. Every one of us in this room, when we were toddlers, before we learned any social grace, we would see another kid with a toy and just say, “I’ll take that.” When we got a little older we learned the art and science of taking without violating social standards. Our status as takers became hidden and disguised. This is one of the enemies that was hidden inside the Trojan horse of so-called “Christian psychology.”
If I use the right terminology I can get away with being a taker in my marriage. All I have to do is say I’m struggling to escape being co-dependent. I just talk about my rights, and what I deserve, and that I’m setting up my boundaries. 
Henry Cloud and John Townsend and wrote a book about 10 years ago called Boundaries, and it’s still a huge seller in Christians bookstores. And basically it’s a book on how to live a selfish life as a taker and disguise it as being Christian. If someone mistreats you, instead of reconciling, they say, “The Bible supports the idea of limiting togetherness for the sake of ‘binding evil’.” (p.36)  If your spouse doesn’t treat you right, you need to keep your emotional distance. (p.36) They warn against the danger of “loving too much” (p.37), and they even give instructions on how to properly punish your spouse if he misbehaves. Not only do you need to erect boundary fences, but those fences should be “barbed.” They say if your husband yells at the kids or keeps coming home late, you need to not only threaten to leave, but follow through. (p.38) None of that is in the Bible. It all comes from the worldly idea that if you don’t look out for #1 no one else will.  If you don’t become a taker, people will take advantage of you, and you’ll lose everything. That kind of thinking is fine if you’re an atheist. But the Christian looks to God to defend him - like the Psalmist in Ps 35:23-24

Awake, and rise to my defense! Contend for me, my God and Lord. 24 Vindicate me in your righteousness, O LORD my God; do not let them gloat over me. 

And we not only ask God to do that, but we can rest in full confidence that He will, and that He is a more able Defender of us than we are of ourselves.

Prov 23:10-11
Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach on the fields of the fatherless, 11 for their Defender is strong; he will take up their case 

If God is your Defender you have nothing to worry about. That’s why it was no big deal to Paul if everyone turned against him and no one supported him. He was content to have God’s support.

2 Tim 4:16-18
At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. 

When you trust God to look out for your interests, it frees you up to be a net giver, not a net taker. The same goes for taking satisfaction in God and finding joy in God. If I take delight in God and God alone, why would I steal? Why would I be a taker? If I receive from God all I need, why would I be a taker in my marriage or in my friendships? Let me read you another quote from John Piper on this:
“And so faith doesn't have to steal or hoard in order to be happy. But it does have to give and share in order to be happy. The inflow of God's grace satisfies the heart of faith, and the overflow of God's grace satisfies the needs of others. And faith is utterly addicted to these experiences and displays of the grace of God.”
Faith becomes so addicted to the blessedness of giving, that giving becomes the orientation of your whole life. A moment ago I mentioned the people in Malachi 3 who were stealing from God by failing to give to Him. God goes on in Mal.3 to say something very interesting:

13 "You have said harsh things against me," says the LORD.  "Yet you ask, 'What have we said against you?'  14 "You have said, 'It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements? 

That’s the way we slander God when we live a life of taking rather than giving. “It’s futile to serve God. It’s futile to trust God. I’m not going to gain anything by carrying out what He says. I have to just grab what I want for myself.” The man of faith believes godliness with contentment is great gain, and you can tell he believes that by how compelled he is to give instead of take. I think it’s interesting that Paul is talking to the unemployed about the topic of giving. He is telling these people to share, and they are people who as of now don’t even have any income. It would be one thing to talk about the topic of sharing with the needy with someone who has a lot of extra money lying around. But what God wants is for the drive to give to be so dominant, that it will motivate my life. It will drive me to find work – good paying work, and to work hard. And it will drive me to do that even if previously my own welfare wasn’t a big enough motive to get me to do that.

Those in Need
The fact that the needy are specified shows us two things: 
	God’s great compassion for the poor, and 

Giving to the needy is always a good test of your motives, because they are unable to reciprocate.
That’s important. If you are distressed because you have a relationship that is not reciprocal – where you are the net giver, and that bothers you, then this is a lesson you need to learn. You need to find some friendships where you have to be the net giver, because they don’t have anything to give back. And again, that goes for more than just money. Maybe you need to find a friendship with someone who is emotionally distraught, and you can give encouragement and comfort and consolation. And you give and give and give, and they never reciprocate. That’s what this means by sharing with those in need – people who are not in a position to pay you back.

Luke 18,19
In Lk.18,19 Jesus made it clear that the difference between someone who is saved and someone who is lost can hinge on whether or not he is a giver or a taker. In Lk.18 a rich, young ruler came to Jesus and wanted salvation. He claimed that he had followed the whole law from childhood. But Jesus saw into people’s hearts, and He could see this man was not a giver. And Jesus wanted to expose that fact to the man.

Luke 18:18-43
So when the guy claimed he had kept the whole law, Jesus said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  
23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
26 Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 
27 Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God."  

In other words, beyond the miracle of salvation, it takes an extra miracle for the rich to ever be saved, because their money tends to be their source of security and provision. And if you love anything more than you love Christ, you can’t be a Christian. So Peter is standing there with the others watching this whole thing, and when Jesus makes the remark about rich people needing an extra miracle to get saved, 

28 Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" 
29 "I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God   30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life."  

So the rich guy comes asking for eternal life, but when he proves unwilling to be a giver, he goes away without obtaining what he wanted. Then when Peter brings up the fact that the disciples were givers, Jesus said “Don’t think of what you’ve given up as a loss, because in return you get 100 times what you’ve given plus eternal life.” So what the rich young ruler was seeking, the disciples get. Then in ch.19 we encounter Zacchaeus, who was a tax collector. But Zacchaeus was converted and became a believer.
And the genuineness of his conversion is seen very clearly in Lk.19:8-9

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 
9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 

Jesus was making a statement about true repentance. True repentance is pretty easy to spot.  There is usually little doubt that it’s real, because it makes such a massive impact on the person’s life. Zacchaeus was clearly a changed man. And it wasn’t just an issue of restitution. The point isn’t that he’s a changed man because he gave back everything he stole. The point is he went from being a taker to being a giver. So I dare you this morning – try to out-give God. Just try it. Let’s close our time this morning by listening once again to the words of God to those who were robbing Him in Mal.3.
He calls upon them to start giving. Then He says this:

Mal 3:10-14
Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 

In other words God says, “If you would just be willing to get into a giving contest with Me, I promise you will lose – I will out-give you every time.”
Let’s learn to say that to one another. Say that to your spouse and your friends and the people here at church – “Let’s have a giving contest, and I promise you will lose.” And if you do that – if you win the giving contest with us, God will see to it that you lose the one with Him.

Benediction:  
Heb 13:5-6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."   6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"   




