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So far the entire book of Ephesians has been devoted to showing us the wonders of our salvation.  

And we've seen the rules of grammar give way to the wonder grace, as Paul's sentences mushroom into theological explanations to grandiose for words alone.  

As one commentator said, "The song of the Nightingale is not be analyzed by the laws of musical composition."  A big part of the message in this section is in the emotion that drives Paul's writing.

So far chapter 2 has been all about God's astonishing grace.

We were as dead and as hopeless as it was possible to be, and he showered us with mercy, love and kindness, and that's how we were saved.

The word saved means "rescued."  It's talking about our being rescued from the mess of vv. 1 through 3. 

Usually Paul uses the word "saved" to refer to a future reality -- our ultimate salvation in heaven.

But there is a very real, very great sense in which we have already been saved from our hopeless condition in vv. 1 through 3.

And it's all by grace.

 8 For it is by grace you have been saved 

Grace

The word translated grace is charis (ca,rij), and the root idea is of giving a gift.

That chari root is very important in the NT.  

We get our word “charismatic” from the Greek word for gift, which is charisma. (They call themselves charismatic because of their focus on certain spiritual gifts).

It’s a very broad concept, including giving a gift, or it can refer to giving thanks and being grateful, or it can refer to gracefulness.

Our word grace is similar.  In English the primary meaning is “gracefulness,” but our word "gratitude" comes from the word "grace," and so does our word "gratuity" which refers to a gift, or "gratis" which means "free."

The Greek word also often carries the idea of favor.  If you find grace in someone's eyes it means you have found favor in their eyes.

So the summary of God's grace is it is a gift of God's favor, with an emphasis on the word gift.  It’s favor graciously given.  It's favor that you couldn't otherwise get.

The word, "grace" would not be used to describe a father taking care of a child or slave.  That's something that is just expected and natural.

Grace is when unexpected favor is shown -- favor that even seems out of place.

Confusion

This is a doctrine is created more confusion than virtually any other essential doctrine.  I think there's been more theological error over the misunderstanding of grace than anything else I can think of.

And the heart of the confusion comes from thinking that grace is the opposite of effort.  Grace is not the opposite of effort.  The grace is the opposite of merit.

When Paul says that you’re saved by grace alone, that doesn't mean that no effort is involved.  It doesn't say anything about effort.

What it means is that there's no merit involved.

When people assume that grace is the opposite of effort, they have fallen to the error of quietism.  Quietism is the old "let go and let God" heresy.

That false teaching is being widely propagated today by people like Bob George and Lee Lefabre.

"You don't have to work hard, you don't have to strain, there's no effort, there's no struggle, you don't put forth any effort in the Christian life."

People teach that, because they think that grace is the opposite of effort.  And so if you're going to have salvation be completely by grace, then there can be no effort involved all.

It's really a self refuting idea, because the people who teach that want you to come and listen to them or make the effort to read their book, and then to put forth the effort to put into practice what they are saying.

But it's also refuted by Scripture.

TT Romans 4

If you really want to understand the point at which works are excluded in the salvation process, Romans 4 is the place to go.

Ro.4:1-5
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-but not before God. 3 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."   

Now look carefully at verse 4.

 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

You see, what's forbidden is working for merit – the kind of work that deserves a reward.  
The kind of works that are forbidden are the kinds that are an effort to earn favor with God.

Back to Ephesians 2.

So when Paul says it is by grace that you've been saved, he's saying “the way you got saved is by gaining favor with God -- favor that you could not to earn or deserve."

And then comes the obvious question, "if you can't earn it or deserve it, how you gain this favor?"

When Paul gives us that answer immediately.

Faith

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, dia (through) faith

Grace is the cause of your salvation.  Faith is the means by which you gain access to that grace.

TT Ro.5

You are not saved by faith.  Faith doesn’t save you.

Faith is not some virtue or good work that achieves salvation for you.  Salvation is achieved, or caused, by God's grace alone.

Faith is simply your means of gaining access to that grace.

Ro.5:1-2
…we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.

Grace alone saves.  But faith is required to gain access to that grace.

Faith is not some thing that, combined with God’s work, achieves salvation.  God’s work alone achieves salvation.  

Faith is simply an openness and responsiveness to God’s work.

Faith is not a substance or a force.  Faith has no power.  Faith doesn’t actually accomplish anything.  And yet without it, you can’t be saved.

If you think of it like riding in an airplane, faith will not lift you up in the air.  You can stand on the runway and believe until you’re in the blue in the face, and you'll still be standing on the ground.

Only the plane can get you up in the air.  The plane is like God's grace.  

Without faith, if you don't trust the plane, you will never get on, and so you can never go up in the air.  

But it's not the faith that lifts you anywhere -- it's the plane.

The grace is not universal.  It’s totally free and undeserved, but it is not universally applied nor randomly applied or capriciously applied.

It is applied only to those who respond with faith.  Faith is the medium by which the grace is applied to an individual.

The big dilemma about salvation is, “If it doesn’t go to everyone, then there must be something people have to do to get it.  But if there is something you do to get it, then that makes it seem like you are contributing to your own salvation.”

But that dilemma is answered in the fact that there is no work you can do to deserve it, but the one thing you must do is have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone.

When you have faith in someone, that isn’t a sign of greatness in you.  It’s a sign of greatness in the object of your faith.

If I say, “I have every confidence in Ric Rothchild.  I would trust him with my life.  I would trust him with my own children.” – that’s not a statement about my nobility.  It’s a statement about Ric’s trustworthiness.

If I say “I trust Jim, but not Fred,” that’s a statement not about my virtues, but about the trustworthiness of Jim in comparison to Fred.

"What is faith?"

Lots of people claim to have faith - if you take a poll, you find that a huge percentage of the population claims to believe in God.

But Jesus said only a few will be saved.

Obviously faith is more than just claiming to believe in God.

There are two components to genuine, saving faith. 

Faith is believing plus trust.  

You believe facts, and you trust a person.  Both are crucial.

Believing facts

There are certain facts -- pieces of information, that you must be aware of and agree to.  We know that from all the verses that have the word "that" after the word "believe."

Jn.20:31 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

It doesn't say "trust Jesus."  It says, "believe that Jesus is the Christ."

The simple fact that Jesus is the Christ must be accepted.

Heb.11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

1Th.4:14 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

You see, there are certain facts that you must hold to and believe in order to be saved.

Jn.8:24 if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.

Jn.11:26,27 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"  7 "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

That's not to say you have to know everything or be right about everything -- or informed about everything.  In fact, you can be wrong about most things and still be a Christian.

You can be mixed up about the end times or the role of angels, or be confused about sovereignty in free will, or host of other things.

But there is a bare minimum body of knowledge that you must be aware of and agreed to in order to be saved.  

And in a nutshell, it's this: You must believe the truth about what God is like and the truth about how to approach Him.

Obviously, if you are going to come to God, you have to approach the right God and do it in a way that is acceptable to Him.

Regarding the truth about God, you must believe that He is Self-existent (eternal & independent) Ex.3:14, Dt. 32:39, Isa.43:10, 46:4, 48:12, the Creator Acts 17:24, all-powerful 2 Chrn.20:6, Isa.46:9-10, and active in human affairs. Note all the “The God who…” passages. 

You must believe He is all-knowing, Jer.10:7-14, Isa.46:9,10 Perfect in every way, Ex.15:11, Dt.32:3,4,16-18 and that He One, and is the only true God. Dt.4:35, 6:4,5  

Regarding Jesus, you must believe all His claims about Himself. Jn.8:21-26  
Chief among these is His claim to be the self-existent God of the OT. (Jn.8:24,28, 13:19)
He also claimed… 
·	to do miracles (Jn.10:25,26), 
·	to be the Messiah (Mt.16:17, 26:64)
·	to be without sin (Jn.8:29)
·	to be pre-existent before His birth (Jn.8:58)
·	to be from heaven (Jn.3:17, 8:21-26)
·	to be God’s unique Son (Jn.8:29)
·	to be the sacrifice for our sins (Jn.3:13-17).
·	to have been physically raised from the dead (Lk.24:39)
·	to being returning to save His people and judge the world (Rev.22:20)
One must not only believe in His full deity, but also His humanity (1Jn 4:2-3)
 

Regarding the right way to approach God, you must believe the truth about your own sinfulness, 1Jn 1:8-10, Mt.5:20 and you must believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone. Ro.4:5, Gal.4:8-11

So an important part of faith is believing the truth.  But that's not all there is to faith.

Jas.2:19 
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.

The other side of faith is trust.  You must trust God. 

And trusting God means 
(1)	having full confidence in his goodness as well as 
(2)	entrusting yourself to Him.

Trusting God to be good

When you trust a person, you assume the person will act in a good way.

If we say to the nursery workers, "We trust you with our children," what we mean by that is “We are assuming you will do a good job taking care of them."

If someone is telling me something that's hard to believe, and he's saying, "I promise this is true" and I say, "I trust you," what I mean by that is that I'm assuming he's telling me the truth.

In whatever area you trust someone you are assuming the goodness of that person in that area.

If you trust someone to take care of your children, you are trusting him to be good in the area of child care.  

If you trust someone to tell you the truth, you are trusting him to be good in the area of honesty.

If you trust someone completely, you are assuming that person's goodness in every area.

And this is more than just believing the fact of someone's goodness.  When you trust someone, there's a sense in which you are placing yourself in his hands.  You are entrusting yourself to him.

In the 1800s, the great tightrope walker Blondin stretched a tightrope 1100 feet across Niagara Falls, and did amazing things on it.  Once he brought out a stove and cooked an omelet on the wire.

Another time he pushed a wheelbarrow across while blindfolded.  He crossed on stilts, a bike…   

Another time he carried a man across on his back.  

The story is told that when he set him down, he asked a man in the crowd, “Do you believe I could carry you across?”  
“Of course, I just saw you do it.”  
“Hop on, I’ll carry you across.”  
“Not on your life!”

Everyone believed Blondin could carry them across Niagara, but that belief didn’t include trust until they climbed on.

So what does it mean to entrust yourself to God?

It means to take Him at His word.  It means to be so convinced that what He says this true that you base your life on it.

So if you don't listen to God or his spokesmen, then you don't have faith.

John 5:37-38 
You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 

Jesus is saying, "if you don't take me at my word, you don't know God, because you don't have faith."

1 John 4:6
We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us 

When he says "we," he's speaking of the apostles, who recorded their message in the New Testament.

Anytime you take someone's word for something, you're doing more than just accepting facts.  You are placing yourself in that person's hands.

If you come and tell me, "Look, you don't really have to pay your taxes until June or so," and I believe you, I'm placing my well-being in your hands.  Whether or not I go to jail or remain free is riding on the truthfulness of your words.

And that's really true it comes to God's words.  If I take him at his word my eternal destiny is riding on whether or not his words are true.

Whether or not I take him at his word, will determine everything about how I live.

You can tell if a person really has faith, because he will live his life in such a way that if the Bible turned out to be wrong his life would be a complete waste.

He will give up sin and turn his back on the pleasures of the world, and completely commit his entire life to following Christ because he trusts what God says.

The connection between faith and works is huge -- what you believe determines everything you do.

You may have heard about the debate over “lordship salvation.”  The people on the anti-lordship side insist that you don't have to make any change in order to come to Christ.

They say, "it's by faith alone!  And so if you require any change in a person's life that's faith plus works."

What they don't understand is that yes, salvation is by faith alone, but if you're not willing to turn your back on the world and follow Christ then you don't have faith.

Obviously, if you don't take God at his word you don't have faith.

Trusting God means trusting his path for your life.

So when you become a Christian, suddenly you don't want to go to college anywhere but where he wants to go to college.

You don't want any job other than what job he wants to have.

You don't want to move any place where he doesn't want you to move.

You don't want to marry anyone he doesn't want you to marry.

Your entire life becomes one gigantic pursuit of fulfilling God’s will, and that is the only priority you have.

If you are leaving your options open, leaving the door open to other things in case God’s way doesn't work out, only following God's way if you can see how it will work out well…

Then you're not taking at his Word - you're not trusting him.  You're not entrusting yourself to him.

So trusting God has a huge impact on your life right now.  But also has a huge impact on how you think about the future.

Before becoming a Christian you were trusting in some other thing regarding the future.

Ø	Maybe you thought you were going to heaven based on being a good person.
Ø	Maybe your confidence was in human wisdom, or religion, or philosophy.
Ø	Maybe you thought you were acceptable to God because of some merit you earned through religion.
Ø	Maybe you were trusting in odds or chance or the luck of the draw to get you in the heaven.
Ø	Maybe you were trusting in a misunderstanding of God character -- that his love somehow negated justice.

You can't claim that you really have faith in God until you drop your confidence in any of those kinds of things, and put your complete confidence in God alone as your Savior.

TT Gn.15

This is one of the clearest statements in all of Scripture about salvation through faith.

Gen.15:1-6
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
"Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield,your very great reward." 
2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir."

Now that promise was way more than just saying, "You're going to have a family."  

God had made a covenant with Abram and had given him great promises.  And these promises were dependent upon Abram having offspring -- in fact, an entire nation of offspring.

The problem is, Abraham is in old man at this point is still childless.

5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

And Abram's response to that promise is the reason Abram went to heaven and not hell when he died.

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

That verse is the bedrock foundation of all Paul’s teaching about the gospel.

It's not just that he believed what God said was true.  

Literally it says Abram believed in the LORD.  Believing in someone carries the entire idea of faith that we've been talking about all along.

Abram entrusted himself to God, became a follower of God, and rested his whole life and his entire destiny on what God said.  That’s what it means to believe in God.

And in doing so he entered into a covenant relationship with God in which they were bound together in close relationship.

Now make sure you look carefully at the verse, it doesn't say that Abram believed in the Lord and that was righteousness.  

It says he believed in the Lord and that was credited to him as if it were righteousness.

The faith was not righteousness.  God requires total righteousness for us to know him, and yet that is impossible for us.

And so God will accept faith in place of righteousness and he will consider our faith as righteousness so that we can know Him.

Back to Ephesians 2.  

So Paul says you have been saved by grace through faith, and then, to derive the point home, he adds…

and this not from yourselves

There is a lot of discussion about what the word this refers to.  At first glance it looks like it might be referring to the faith.  

But that’s unlikely, because the words don’t match in gender, and because it would be strange for Paul to be saying that faith is not by works. The main argument against having "this" refer to the whole process of so issued by grace, is that it would be redundant.  But even if it refers to faith you can't escape the redundancy of this passage.  The statement about being saved by grace appears in verses 6 and 8, and there's a tremendous amount of repetition of the idea.

I mention that because there is a significant segment of Calvinism that tends to minimize faith as a means to receiving salvation.

They reason that if you were spiritually dead, then you couldn’t do anything at all – including believe.  Therefore you were born again first -without faith, and only then were you able to respond with faith.

And sometimes they will point to this verse to support that.  They will say, “See, the faith isn’t something you decided to have.  It’s something that happened to you.  God imposed it upon you against your will.”

“Your will was only after the desires of the world, the flesh and the devil, and God overrode that by planting faith in you.”

There is some truth to that.  It is God who works in us to bring us to believe.  But faith is not presented in Scripture as something God does to us.  

It’s something that arises out of a choice we make.  Whether or not you have faith is, in a very real sense, up to you.

Your faith is a gift from God in the sense that all good things are a gift from God.  But the emphasis in Scripture is that faith is something we are responsible to do.

When you're trying to get someone to become a Christian, there is one thing that you are trying to get the person to do, and that is, have faith.

It has to be that way.  Faith is something that you do.  God does not believe for us.

·	It's God who enables us to believe, 
·	it's God who works in us moving our will toward believing, 
·	it's God who suppresses the sinful impulses that would prevent us from believing…

- but the belief itself is something that we do.

So what does this refer to?  He says this is not of yourselves, it is a gift of God.   What is not of yourselves?

There is no word in the sentence that matches the gender, and so I think it’s most likely referring to the whole discussion so far in ch.2 (and in 1 for that matter).

Everything from being predestined and chosen to the rescue from spiritual death at your conversion.  All of it…is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works

All the good works of an unbeliever amount to nothing more than the rearranging of the deck chairs on the Titanic.  They cannot save the soul.

And the fact that it’s not by works is already obvious from vv.1-3.  

Think about it.  You can’t point to your past life as the cause of your salvation.  Your past life is the very thing you needed to be saved from!

Titus 3:3-5
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

In the Greek of this text, you see the little term "in order that" three times (hina).  That points to three clear purposes of God in salvation.

The first one we saw in verse 7.  He wanted to show his grace -- to put it on display.

The the second one is here in verse 9.

He did it this way…
# 2  In order that no one can boast. 

All the way through the Bible human boasting is considered a very serious issue.  It’s not just a minor little character flaw.  It’s a mark of wicked men.

Ps.52:1
Why do you boast all day long, you who are a disgrace in the eyes of God? 

Ps.94:3-4
how long will the wicked be jubilant? 4 They pour out arrogant words; all the evildoers are full of boasting. 

It’s connected with the extremes of human wickedness.  

We tend to think of bragging as being wrong just because it's a social faux pas.  It's uncouth and immature.

But this is talking about something far worse than that.  This kind of boasting is an attack on the glory of God.  It detracts from the most important thing there is.

This isn’t talking about someone who wants everyone to know how great he is at basketball or how smart he is or how much money has.

This kind of boasting is an attitude of thinking that you have achieved your salvation through your works or religion or inherent goodness.

Person with that attitude cannot be saved.

If, as we have seen, the purpose of saving us is for God’s grace to be on display, then what would be the point of saving someone who takes the credit himself and diminishes rather than magnifies that grace?

You see, what is at stake is none other than God’s glory, the highest priority in the Universe.  Anything that detracts from that is a grave evil.

That’s what makes the official teaching of Roman Catholicism so different from what the Bible teaches.  

Recently the Pope has made statements that make it sound like he is starting to embrace salvation by grace alone, but if you read the catechism, you find out that their definition of grace is assistance from God that enables you to become good enough to deserve heaven.

They still believe in earning and deserving heaven through efforts to make yourself good, and through participating in religious rituals (they call them sacraments).

If you want a full-blown explanation of that get the Discernment series, and listen to tapes 119 and 121.

Any religion that teaches that you play any role at all in achieving your own salvation is a religion of exactly the kind of boasting that God despises, and that is not the true Gospel.

That kind of thing makes you a product of your own efforts.  But look at v.10.

10 For we are God's workmanship

The word God (lit. His) is emphatic in the Greek -- it's the first word.  So you can underline that in your Bible.  For it is of God that we are the workmanship.

The idea that we are workmanship is a wonderful thought, but it's not the main point.

The point is that our new existence is God's doing.

Most people think they are their own workmanship – people wandering around boasting about being a self-made man.

And we all tend to fall into that.  

If you question that, just watch how you react next time someone does something that implies that you have it relatively easy…

“I’ve worked hard to get where I am.  I’ve paid my dues.  I’ve sacrificed.  I’ve been through hard times.  I’ve really worked hard.  I deserve the good things that I have now.”

You don’t think of yourself as a boaster, you don’t think of yourself as having that attitude of self-sufficiency, but the moment someone says something that implies that you got everything handed to you in life, that hidden attitude rises to the surface in a hurry.

“How dare he say that?  He doesn’t realize how much I’ve done to get where I am!”

You remark about someone having a great gift for something, and he says, “No – I developed this skill through hard work and discipline and getting up early…”

In other words, "I am my own workmanship."

You are not your own workmanship.  Everything that is good about you was imported from Heaven.

You are God's workmanship.  You're His doing.

created in Christ Jesus 

There is a cluster of terms used here that are connected with OT language from the creation.

The day you were saved there was another one of those thunderous “Let there be”s from heaven.

And God said, “Let there be a holy one!”  And there was.

So far in this chapter salvation has already been described in terms of a resurrection from the dead, a liberation from slavery, and a rescue from condemnation...  

Now another image – it’s a new creation.

And that’s further proof that salvation is not of human origin.  Only God can create.  

Humans can manipulate things already in existence, but we cannot create anything – least of all ourselves!  



Your life is not an autobiography.  God is the Author.

The purpose: good works

Your life is not an autobiography, God is the Author, and this book that He's writing of your life as a purpose.  And we see that purpose in verse 10.

You were created in Christ Jesus to do good works

This is a fascinating thought.  It goes right back to Paul’s point about grace.  

Your good works are not the cause of your salvation.  They are the result of your salvation, which means you couldn’t possibly be saved by the good works.

If the whole point is to bring about good works, then the good works couldn’t possibly have existed prior.

This really destroys that whole demonic doctrine that some people teach that there’s such a thing as being a Christian, and believing, but not having a transformed life and behavior.  

If the whole point of salvation is to bring about a good works – righteous behavior, why would God give some people some cheesy, scaled-back version of salvation that doesn’t include good works?

Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness (the grace doesn’t just save us.  It teaches us to say no to ungodliness…) and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope-the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 

The whole point of the whole thing is to produce a people eager to do what is good.  Good works are not some optional add-on to salvation that some Christians have and others don’t.

Righteous living is not some advanced stage of Christianity that only certain Christians manage to reach.

The good works are a major reason why He does the saving.

In fact, they are such an important part, look what he goes on to say:

which God prepared in advance for us to do.

In what way did God prepare our good works beforehand?  

Suppose I clean up the kitchen for Tracy as an act of humble, self-sacrificial love for her and God.  That would be a good work.  In what sense did God prepare that work in advance?

·	He came up with the whole idea of that particular good work in eternity past.
·	He set in motion all the necessary circumstances to bring it to pass.
·	He pre-planned & brought about the circumstances that made it possible
·	He equipped me to do it physically
·	He prepared me spiritually for every good work through Scripture (2 Ti.3:16,17)
·	He acted on my will and influenced me such that I would chose to do it. (Php.2:13)
·	He prevented circumstances that may have kept me from it (such as temptation)

It all came from Him.

If you wake up one day and say, “I would like to originate a good work.  I would like to come up with my own idea for a good work” you can’t – it’s too late.

Any good work you end up doing, it turns out you did it because God already came up with the idea and pre-planned for you to do it.

Now, there's a sense in which everything is preplanned by God since he has always known everything.  But when the Scripture points specifically to something and says, "that was preplanned," it highlights the importance of that thing.

It is very, very important to God that we carry out good works.

Mt.5:16
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

2 Co.9:8-9
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things and at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

Php.2:12-13
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

Col.1:10
we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work 

2 Tim.2:20-21
In a large house there are articles… for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 21 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 

2 Tim.3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Heb.13:20-21
May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 

2 Thes.2:16-17
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father… strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

1 Tim 2:9-10
I also want women to dress modestly…not with…gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

1 Tim 5:9-10
No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is…  10 is well known for her good deeds…and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. 

1 Tim 6:17-18
Command those who are rich in this present world…18 to do good, to be rich in good deeds

Heb.10:24
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.

James 3:13
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.

1 Peter 2:12
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

How many times does God have to tell us that His purpose for us is that we do good works?

How many times does the Bible have to say that before people will stop preaching the heresy of quietism?

How many different ways do we have to see it in the Bible before people will stop diminishing the importance of good works in the Christian life?

And how on earth did anyone ever read the NT and conclude that we don’t have to do anything?

People are always asking, "Why am I here?" or "What is my purpose?" or “What is God’s will?” or "What is my calling?"

A major part of the answer to that question is, "to do good works!"

God said, "I want good works done," and so he created someone to do them, and that someone is you. 

You can fulfill a massive percentage of your overall calling just by going around doing good works.

You find yourself in a job flipping hamburgers at a fast food place, and you're thinking, "Why am I stuck here?  I want to do something important."

Want to do something important?  Just do good works around burger joint.

When God wanted highly qualified women for the widows list, He didn't say, "find someone accomplished in the arts," or "find someone who has been in upper management in the corporate world."

He just said, "Find someone who is known for doing lots of good works.(1 Tim.5:10)

And that brings us to the third purpose mentioned in this passage - the third “In order that.”

Literally, verse 10 says For of Him we are the workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepare in advance in order that we may walk in them. auvtou/ ga,r evsmen poi,hma( ktisqe,ntej evn Cristw/| VIhsou/ evpi. e;rgoij avgaqoi/j oi-j prohtoi,masen o` qeo.j( i[na evn auvtoi/j peripath,swmenÅ


Purpose number one, was that his grace would be shown.

Purpose number two, was that no one could boast about saving himself.

Purpose number three, was that he would have a people would walk in good works.

Walking always refers to your moment by moment living.  Each moment is a step you take in some direction.  And in that sense life is a walk.

He has prepared	 good works in advance, but still it’s up to me to walk in them.

He will tell us how to walk that way starting in chapter four.  But for the goal is just to show us the purposes of God.

A powerful motivation this is to godly living!

Have you ever been on a long hike through the mountains, and after hiking for hours, you stop and turn around to see all the ground that you covered in order to get where you are?

If you have been here since we began Ephesians five months ago, you can stand here in verse 10 and look back over the terrain of the last five months –

Over the vast, high peaks of the glory of God -- up into the heavenlies, down through the valleys, retracing all of the purposes of God from eternity past to eternity future…

And you can just look at everything God has done to bring about this goal: that you might walk in good works.

Think about that next time you are tempted.

If that doesn't motivate you to holy living I don't know what will.

And if that doesn't make you cherish the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, I can tell you that you don’t have Him as Savior. (1 Co.16:22)

All that was so that we would come to a point of walking in good works.

Why is that so important to God?  What does He want that so much?

Have you ever thought of what an astonishing miracle of God a good work is?

It may not seem to us like that big a deal, because we are so far off in our thinking on what a good work really is.

What do you think of when you think of good works?

Helping the poor?  Praying and fasting?  Giving to charity?

Those things would be right at the top of most people’s list of good deeds, and yet that was the list of things Jesus used in Mt.6 as an illustration of a list of sins!

If you pray or fast or give money to the poor, and you have the motive of wanting people to notice and be impressed, that doesn’t qualify as a good deed.

Mother Theresa devoted her life to helping destitute people on the streets of Calcutta.

But she never did do a good work.  

Compared to other unsaved people she was wonderful, but on God’s true scale of holiness, no deed Mother Theresa ever did ever even registered on God’s meter.

For it to qualify as an actual good work on God’s scale, it has to be far greater than that.

It has to be far greater than just praying, or fasting or helping the poor.

It has to be a work conceived and masterminded by God Himself, energized by the Holy Spirit, and done with the highest possible motive – the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Every truly good work that is ever done brings a monumental amount of praise and glory to God.

The greatest possible good is to bring God glory.  And genuine good works do that, and guess whose role that is?

Guess who has been granted the highest privilege in the universe in that regard?

Guess which of all the beings God has created are the only ones who can do these good works by our own free will in a context where we can’t see God and are limited by the weakness of the flesh?  

And God desired good works.  And God said, “Let there be a holy one!”  And it was so…and it was you!

Benediction: 2 Cor.9:8-10  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."   10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.







Review Questions:
1.	What is grace?
2.	What is faith?
3.	What is the role of works in salvation?
4.	Does “not by works” rule out putting forth effort in living the Christian life?  If not, what does it rule out?





Welcome visitors PLEASE FILL OUT THE SLIP IN YOUR BULLITEN and drop it in the offering box

    coffee and doughnuts for 10 minutes downstairs

·	·	Pick up a The Four Essentials of a Healthy Church album & fill out a survey or card with your name and address and drop it in the offering box or offering plate
·	Sunday School 
·	Occasionally announce: Next week come between 8:30 and 9:00 for the fellowship time.
·	 Sign up to bring something to the fellowship meal next Sunday (We have been having a lot of visitors – sometimes 30 or more, so bring lots of food.)
·	 Occasionally announce Tapes, CDs, MSS
·	Our web site address is now www.CreeksideColorado.com  
·	    Sign up for a small group.
·	The Cates’ baby was born last night at about 11:20 at Avista.  Everything went very well, and mother and baby are just fine.  The baby was 6lb 4oz, and as of this morning they were leaning toward a first name that starts with a J. 
·	Leadership Retreat this weekend. 

·	
·	Leadership meeting (all leaders and leadership candidates)  Pick up lunch as quickly as possible and bring it back to the church
·	Pick up your Newsletter 
·	E-mail Bible study class
·	 There will be no meeting tonight, but next Sunday morning we are having an all-church prayer meeting from 8:30-9:10.  Think of all the time and effort and money that you all put into the ministry here.  We do all that for one reason – we want this church to bear spiritual fruit.  

And yet, there is only one source of life that will bring about spiritual fruit, and that’s God.  Without His blessing none of our work will accomplish anything.

If we really believe that, we will be devoted to earnest prayer.

How many of you are frustrated with the quality of your prayer life?  It’s hard to stay focused on prayer at home in your prayer closet.  But it’s easy with a group.

We don’t do this every week, but next Sunday please make an effort to arrive at 8:30 to pray downstairs. 

·	Interested in learning how to teach from Scripture?  Join the Expositors’ teaching group Wednesday mornings from 6:00-7:30 at the Stantons
·	Book club
·	 Dinner groups
·	 Fellowship Meal today right after SS.  This is not a potluck – all the food is provided and there is plenty for everyone here.  So please stay.
·	Fill in flow charts!
·	 Suggest tape cases
·	Applebees
·	 Open house at Darrell and Tracy’s today.  This open house is only for two groups of people – those who are new, and those who are not new and want to welcome the new people.  This will give you an opportunity to hear the Creekside story from 2:30-3:00, ask Darrell any questions you have, and find out how you can get plugged in at Creekside.
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·	You may have noticed the bulletin insert.  These are short little articles that are related to biblical counseling.  There was such a positive response to that class, we felt like you would enjoy getting these to help refresh your memory on various issues that come up often.
·	 
·	   If you need someone to pray with you (perhaps something in the sermon touched your heart, or you came this morning with something heavy on your heart) come up to the front pew after the service, and someone will come pray with you.
   



