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The first 10 verses of Eph.2 is one of the richest, most densely-packed portions of God’s Word.

Expansive, profound theological concepts come along every couple words, and many of the greatest themes in all of Scripture are mentioned.

On top of that the flow of thought is very complex, and at some points difficult to follow.

It would be easy for us to delve so deep that we would drown in all lofty theology.    

But we could do that and still miss completely the main point.  And I don’t want that to happen, so let me tell you right up front what the main point is.

All you have to do is skip down to v.7, and zero in on one, single word, and you’ll have it.

Before I tell you what the word is, I have to tell you this really took me by surprise.

Last week we spent the whole time focusing on how dead we were prior to our conversion. 

Then we came to v.4, and the words But God…made you alive, and so I fully expected the main point of this sermon to be all about how alive we are now in Christ.

And that’s a big part of it, but really it’s secondary to the bigger issue that this passage is teaching.

And that bigger issue is seen in a single word in v.7.

The word is evndei,xhtai.  In the English it’s translated show (KJV shew).

This whole book so far has been about the staggering wonders of salvation.  But here (as well as many other places) we learn that we are not saved primarily for our benefit.

The fact that we get to know God and go to heaven and all that is wonderful, but all that is not the ultimate purpose.  God saving us is a means to a greater end.

The highest reason for it is so that God may put on display the astonishing riches of His grace.

More important than anything else in existence is God’s name – His reputation, His renown.  

And the best thing God could ever do for us (or any created being) is to reveal Himself, and to put His character on display.

God is not only good, He’s the best.  He is the best it’s possible for something to be.

And so the greatest good is for Him to be that way, and to put that on display and make it apparent to those He has created.

In these ten verses Paul is going to tell us our testimony.  He’s going to teach us all about our salvation, and inform us as to exactly what took place in us spiritually.

But he’s not doing that just to give us information.  His purpose is not just to give us material to fill up the salvation chapter in our theology books.

His purpose is to show us exactly how much grace was at work in saving us, so we will get a glimpse of the graciousness of God.

Review (Our Need for Grace)
At the end of ch.1 we saw how much power was involved.  Now we are going to see how much grace was involved.

Paul ended ch.1 by praying that we will understand the power of God at work in our salvation.

In ch.2 he becomes the answer to his own prayer by actually describing what took place in our salvation that required such power.

1 And you, being dead in your transgressions and sins…

As unbelievers we could think about God, disobey God, work on modifying our behavior…

But we were completely dead spiritually.  We had absolutely no ability whatsoever to interact with spiritual realities or have a favorable relationship with God.

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

The devil He is the big boss of this age and of the demons and this world, and he does what he does in order to oppose God, and we were his eager, willing servants. 

3 among whom also all of us having lived at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts and like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath,

There we were in our cherished, determined rejection of God and partnership with Satan.   And we were by nature objects of wrath.

That’s serious.

Imagine yourself in any crisis in the world – being taken prisoner by Hussien loyalists knowing you will be tortured, streaking down to earth in a crashing jet, trapped for days in a bank of snow -- whatever crisis you could imagine yourself in…

I can tell you on the authority of God's word your condition right now in this room and at this moment is more critical and more urgent and more threatening without a Savior than anything you can imagine.

You were spiritually dead, completely and willingly dominated and subservient to the world, the devil and the flesh, a natural born object of God’s wrath.

There was absolutely no difference between the elect and non-elect pre-conversion.

Technically the first half of this statement is an incomplete sentence.  There is no main verb.  

Paul takes us down farther and farther and farther into the abyss, and takes us right up to the brink of the wrath of God, and then the sentence trails off with no ending, and Paul just starts all over in v.4.

Listen as I read a literal translation: “And as for you, being dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient, 3 among whom all of us also lived at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts, like the rest, by nature objects of wrath (dot dot dot) – and he doesn’t finish.

It’s like he’s saying, “You don’t even want to hear what the end of that sentence would be.”

Spiritual deadness, estrangement from God, doing the devil’s work, wearing a bull’s eye for God’s fierce wrath – That’s as far as you want me to go in that sentence – believe me.  You don’t want to know where that dot dot dot goes.

Extrapolate that life out and you find yourself in levels of hell so low that… - Oh never mind, because in your case you were on that path, BUT GOD jerked you out of that sentence and made you alive!

He doesn’t finish the sentence, because his point isn’t so much where you almost ended up.  The point is where you were when God, who is rich in mercy…

because of his great love for us, 5 made (you) alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions

You see, this text isn’t about you and I.  It’s about God.
But God
In the Greek the first two words of v.1 are “And you…” and the first two words in v.4 are “But God…”

And you were dead…But God made you alive!

I hope those two little words are precious to you.  They saved your life.  

Those two little words are the only reason you and I aren’t right now in the middle of serving an eternal sentence in the torments of hell.

It’s like in the book of Romans when Paul spends three chapters slamming us down into the bottom of hell because of our hopeless lack of righteousness and then says, “But now a righteousness from God is revealed.”

When people give their testimony I suppose there are those who are intrigued by hearing all the explicit details of the sinfulness of the past life, but I can tell you what I really love is when they get to that “But God” part.

I love to hear about the transformation.

Isn’t it amazing how Christians aren’t embarrassed or shy about their past life before they were saved?
A guy might have been a disgusting wretch – a twisted pervert – scum of the earth, but he smiles when he tells you all that because that old man isn’t him.  It was a different person.

And it’s all separated from him as far as the east is from the west.  It used to be him, BUT GOD acted.

You know someone doesn’t understand the Gospel when they say, “I was really bad, but then I reformed.”

“I was evil, but I got my act together.”

“But I” doesn’t cut it.

If you understand Eph.2:1-4 you understand what a ridiculous farce the concept of self-help is.  

Our culture is real big into self-help.  

I was a corpse.  I was enslaved to the Devil.  I was dominated completely by the flesh.  And all that was what I wanted.  And as a result I was by nature an object of God’s wrath.

What 10 steps in a magazine article are going to enable me to help myself out of that?

It’s not “but I,” it’s “but God!”

Paul talked about the sinful wretch he used to be all the time.  He loved to do that because it gave him an occasion to say, “But God…”

1 Tim.1:13-14
I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man…but The Lord’s grace was poured out on me abundantly

Over 60 times in the Bible we read “But God.”

In Acts 7 we read a summary of the whole OT, and there is no shortage of “but God”s.  

Acts 7:4-5
Abraham had nothing - not a single foot of ground. But God promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the land

Acts 7:9-10
Joseph was sold into slavery, but God was with him 10 and rescued him from all his troubles. 

2 Sam.14:14
Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we must die. But God…devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from him. 

If not for the “but God” there would be absolutely no hope.

Ps 49:14-15
Like sheep they are destined for the grave, and death will feed on them…15 But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.

John 1:18
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 

1 Cor.1 is the very unflattering chapter that reminds us what we were before God called us.

Paul says, “Remember you’re not wise, you’re not influential, you’re not noble, you are weak, lowly, despised…

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are 

Those words are even precious to Jesus. 

Acts 2:22-24
Jesus was handed over to wicked men and nailed to a cross 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 

Acts 3:15
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. 

Acts 10:39,40
They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day 

Acts 13:26-31
27 The people of Jerusalem… 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 

And here Paul is saying, “That was true of you too.” 

You were not only dead, you were captive to Satan, driven by lusts and doomed to wrath... BUT GOD!


“But God” what?
Well, in v.1 Paul started to say, “And you were made alive by God,” but as soon as he says “you” he digresses for three verses about how spiritually dead you were.

Now he gives it another try in v.4, and again tries to say, “But God made you alive,” but as soon as he says the word “God” he’s off on another digression, because he’s got to say some things about God.

who is rich in mercy, because of his great love for us, 5 and we being dead in transgressions, made us alive with Christ 

In other words, God is a God of astonishing grace.  And he goes on to describe that grace in three ways:

    Mercy love & Kindness
    Mercy
who is rich in mercy

What is mercy? It is very close to Grace (both are a gift). 

Mercy is a specialized form of Grace.   It’s grace expressed to the miserable.  When grace is given to someone in deep trouble, we call that form of grace “mercy.”
It’s always in a negative context.  You can be given grace anytime, but to be shown mercy you first have to be in trouble.

Mercy is what the good Sameritan showed to the man left for dead on the side of the road. (Lk.10:36)

So, if mercy is the quality of a person who helps those who are desperate, for God to demonstrate the enormity of His mercy, He needed to find recipients for His mercy who were in especially desperate straits…

 – people like us, who were hopelessly imprisoned by our own lusts, our own sinful desires and intentions, by this present age, and by the ruler of the authority of the air – destined for wrath.  

We were in a position where our only hope was the mercy of our greatest enemy: God.

I know many of you feel like even before you heard the Gospel and became a Christian, you were on somewhat favorable terms with God.

You liked God and prayed to God and you feel like you knew God at that time, even though you didn’t know and love and worship Jesus Christ. 
But the Bible says otherwise.

Ro.5:10 is very clear: we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, when we were God's enemies

We didn’t know it at the time, but we were working for God’s chief enemy, and we were 100% in step with him, which means we were God’s bitter enemies.

So how’s that for a desperate situation?  We were doomed.  We were damned – objects of God’s wrath.  We were hopeless and helpless to rescue ourselves…

And our only hope was to receive mercy from our greatest enemy whom we were actively fighting against.

Not only that, but think of how much mercy it required.

If your only hope is for your greatest enemy to just look the other way and give you a break, that would be one thing.

But we needed more than that from God.  In order for Him to show us mercy, not only would He have to refrain from pouring out His wrath on us…

But He would have to pour it out on His own Son!  He would have to die in our place.

You see why the word rich is in there?  God wanted to demonstrate the vast riches of His mercy, and so He showed the greatest possible mercy in the sacrifice of His own Son to those in the most miserable, hopeless condition possible.

Love
And He did that…
because of his great love for us, 

Love was the motive. 

The offer of salvation is not some impersonal offer like a rebate offer at Best Buy or something.  It’s not just a matter of notifying us of an offer: “Everyone who wants heaven just sign up for salvation – limited time offer…”

The thing about love is that it’s specific.  It’s directed at individual persons.

I look out at all of you and I deeply love you as a church, and I have such a deep affection for you because I know and love you as individuals.

I’ve had enough personal contact with you as individuals, and have experienced first hand the grace of God expressed through you, and seen the image of God in you…

- that when I stand up here to preach and look out over all of you when I first step up here, so often I am overcome with such an overwhelming sense of love and affection toward you as a church that it’s hard to contain.

You see, God’s love for you is personal.  It’s so much more than just an abstract offer of salvation.

John 10:3
The Good Shepherd calls his own sheep by name 

Think about it.  If all there were to God’s love was that He extended a general offer to everyone, then there is no difference between the love He showed us and the love He showed unbelievers.

But the whole point of this and many other passages is that God’s special love for us is seen in the very fact that we are believers.

John 6:37-44
44 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me 

God saw you, as an individual, in that desperate, doomed, hateful condition, and loved…YOU!

Grace
5 and we being dead in transgressions, made us alive with Christ

One more time he has to remind us that we were dead.

Some of us were disgusting open tombs of immorality.  Some of us were externally beautiful whitewashed tombs of religiosity. But there was no spiritual good within us.

BUT GOD, when He opened up my grave, instead of turning away in disgust from the stench, He said to His Son, "I want that mess alive.  I love him. Will You die for him?" And He said yes. 

What grace!  Paul will get into that in v.8, but he can’t wait for that.  What he just said calls for an immediate outburst about grace.

So he throws in (it is by grace you have been saved). Lit: It is by grace you are (present) in a state of having been saved (perfect).
 

Paul doesn’t want to take the slightest chance that anyone might miss the main point of this section, so he just says it: “The point I’m making is that it is by grace you are saved.”

6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

That statement is unparalleled in Scripture – seated in the heavenly realms with Christ.  

We once followed the course of this world. We were in step with the times, in tune with the world, at home in the spirit of the age, because the devil was at work in us…

The greatest enemy of God had easy access to our hearts and easily kept our behavior in his approved channels -- sometimes moral, sometimes immoral, but always against God’s purposes. 

Not only did God bring you from death to life, but He brought you from captivity to Satan to the very throne of Christ.

What does it mean that you are seated with Christ in heaven?  Aren’t you seated right here with us just off 95th & Paschal in Louisville?  

Physically you are still here on earth.  What it means is that your home has been transferred to a place you have never been.

This world went from being your home to being your hotel room.

At the moment of your conversion you went from being a citizen here to being an alien here.  

Now you home is heaven, it that’s where all your interests are.

·	Your Father is there
·	your King is there
·	all your provisions come down from there
·	all your commands come down from there
·	all your services go up to there
·	all your sacrifices go up to there – that’s your world.

You are seated with Christ.  And keep in mind the significance of that in the context.
  
If you can think back two weeks ago, remember when we studied the super-exaltation of Christ?  

His being seated at the right hand of God was the climax of God’s greatest display of His power ever in the dizzying super-exaltation of His Son.

And keep in mind the significance of that.  He was exalted to a position far above all the rulers, authorities, powers, dominions, and every other spiritual being in existence.

And we are participants of that.

Christ’s death and resurrection marked a dramatic turning point in God’s redemptive plan that inaugurated a whole new age.

During Jesus’ ministry He used to tell people, “The time is soon coming when…” and then He would go on to describe features of the age to come that was promised in the OT.

On that Friday when Jesus was laid in the tomb, the age to come had not arrived.  On Sunday when Jesus rose, it had.

Jesus death was a death to the old age of sin and a death to the powers of this age, and His resurrection was a coming alive to a new order, in which He functioned as the supreme, exalted authority.

Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation changed the power structures of history.

You’ve heard people talk about the coming new world order?  People get together and meditate trying to usher in the new world order the age to come?

The new world order is already here.  It’s been going for 2000 years.

“This is that wonderful age to come promised in the OT?  This is the new world order?  You’ve got to be kidding!  What about all the sin and evil and death?”

Those things are still present because there is overlap.  

We are living in a time when the age to come has broken in to this present age, so both are in existence concurrently.  

The world is still in this present age, and the church is in the age to come.

The age to come has been inaugurated spiritually.  It is very much in place, but it is yet unseen.  And only those who are spiritually alive participate in it.  

It will be put into place physically at the Second Coming.  

So Jesus is highly exalted above all things, as the supreme authority over all…

And when you became a Christian, you became a participant in the exaltation of Christ, because on the day of your conversion you stepped out of this present age right into the age to come.

You are now involved in the Kingdom of God.  You are seated with Christ in His role of the supreme Lord of everything.  

Once we were dead in sin, BUT GOD made us alive!
Once we were captive to Satan, BUT GOD made us free!

Kindness
Then v.7 adds a third example of grace.

7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of His grace expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Once we were children of wrath, BUT GOD has promised to spend eternity unwrapping the riches of his grace in kindness toward us.

Now, if there were one person in all the universe whose kindness you could choose to experience, who would it be?  Wouldn’t it be God? 

You might be able to think of a thousand things that would be kindness to you. But then your imagination would run out. But God's imagination will never run out.

And to make this clear Paul uses the word "riches." God's purpose is to spend the riches of his grace in kindness on us, and then (to assist our faltering imagination) he adds the word "incomparable." 

How rich is God? 

They say Bill Gates is worth something like $40 billion. 

Suppose you got a letter in the mail from him which said that he had taken an oath by the blood of his son to spend his riches to show you as much kindness as he could for the rest of your life, you think you would get a little excited?

That kind of wealth compares to God's like a grain of sand to the Sahara Desert.

But that's not all.  The billionaire could only show you kindness for a few years -- ten, thirty, sixty maybe. 

But look what Paul says God intends to do for you: "That in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness to us in Christ Jesus." 

How long is an age?  And how many ages are there yet to come?  

I’m not sure, but I can tell you that all of them that lie in the future are yet to come, right?

And in every one of them God wants to shower you with kindness.

From the time Christ died and was raised, there have been a number of various ages and eras.  Sometimes we gather the entire span from the time of Christ to the Second Coming into one, giant age called “The Church Age.”  

At the end of the Church age will be a time of great tribulation that will come upon the whole earth.

After that will be the age of the messianic kingdom promised by the OT prophets – the 1000 reign of Christ on this earth.

Then the age to come will be fully set in place and this present age will be forever done away with.

And in the eternal state and the New Jerusalem, how many ages will there be?
 
Throughout all those ages, the creation’s awareness of God’s grace is going to build and build and build…

Until it reaches the climax at the end of Rev.5.

By the way, some say Paul expected the Second Coming within a few years, and turned out to be wrong.  But that theory runs aground on passages like this, where Paul is expecting more and more epochs and eons and ages rolling in like waves ones after the other.

So Christ came into the world to die for sinners so that God would have a people who would value the riches of his grace forever. 

We were dead in sins, BUT GOD made us alive with Christ.

We were enslaved to the spirit of this age, BUT GOD freed us and exalted us over him to sit with Christ in heaven.

We were objects of wrath, BUT GOD promises endless kindness.

So we have received enormous benefits.  But that’s not the primary reason why God did it.  There is a much bigger reason.

Showing 
Look again at v.7.

7 in order that in the coming ages he might show

Showing us grace refers to much more than just His being gracious to us.

endeixatai   (evndei,xhtai)
The word means show, demonstrate, to give outward proof 

If it’s good that God has the attributes He has, it’s just as good that He show them.

God brought the creation into existence, and then He favors that creation by doing the most wonderful thing He could do, and that is put His attributes on display to the creation.

In Ro.9:17 it says God raised up Pharaoh in order to show His power.
In Ro.9:22 it says God wanted to show His wrath.
In 1 Tim.1:16 it says God wanted to show His unlimited patience. 
	
And here we find the whole point of the entire plan of redemption was for God to show…the incomparable riches of his grace

It’s not enough that God just be good.  He wanted to make a good creation, and then flood that creation with His goodness.

God always does what is good.  And it is supremely good that He would put on display His attributes.

“To whom?  God wants to show this grace throughout all the ages, but who does He want to show it to?”

I can think of a few groups.

1.	The world.

Scripture is clear that even though unbelievers are blind to spiritual things now, the things they observe now someday they will see as they really are.

Mt.5:16
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

If it doesn’t happen sooner, when judgment day comes, and God makes all things clear to everyone, the world will remember (or be reminded) of our good deeds and praise God.

1 Pe.2:12
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

2 Cor.9:13
men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity 

God is displaying His grace so that even if they don’t appreciate it now, someday the world will be able to see it and will praise God.

2. The devil and demons.


Remember Eph.3:10?  
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All the demons and spiritual beings in positions of authority in the heavenly realms can see exactly what God is doing.

God wants them to see their own defeat, and so He not only defeated them by exalted His Son over them, but to really rub it in He lifted us (their former subjects and slaves) above them alongside Christ!

3.	The Holy angels. 

It’s so obvious from Scripture that one of the major activities of the angels is the worship and praise God.

And the subject of their praise is God.  So obviously the angels are going to take great interest in any display at all of God’s attributes.

4. The saints

God wants His unfathomable, indescribable, infinite grace to be seen throughout all the ages to come, by us – the recipients of that grace.

When we see God’s attributes, it doesn’t just impress us.  It changes us.

You experience something in a greater way when you see it.  If you find someone who has never seen a mountain, and give him a bunch of statistics about Long’s Peak, he might be impressed…

- over 14,000 feet, whatever circumference at the base, made up of whatever kinds of rock, however many cubic feet of rock, however many trees…

But it’s a much different thing to just bring him to stand at the foot of it and look up.

And a greater thing still to take him to the top and look down.

And when the object is a person rather than a mountain, the difference is even greater.

When God’s attributes are described, that’s one thing.  But when they are displayed, that causes us to value them in a much greater way.

And more importantly, it causes us to value Him in a much greater way.

It results in what we saw in 1:6 – it’s all to the praise of His glorious grace.

The purpose for everything – the reason God made everything He made was to get to the end of Rev.5, where every created thing everywhere is shouting unanimous, exuberant praise to the Lord Jesus Christ.

And showing His attributes is what brings that about.

And so in all the generations and ages to come, from Jesus’ resurrection throughout eternity, God wants all beings in existence to have in front of their faces the staggering measure of His grace.

How is He going to do that?  Put it on a giant screen?  Multimedia?  Maybe display it across the sky?

What is the best way for God to display the breathtaking scope of His grace?

The best way is for Him to pick out some people who were in the most depraved, desperate, vile position imaginable and transform them, using their own free will, and seat them with His exalted Son in the highest heavens.

Giving your enemy of cup of cold water might be hard – that requires grace.  

Giving him some greater gift – something precious to you, that would be harder still.

Harder still would be to take him into your home and into your life and to pledge lifelong love and kindness to him, and permanent involvement in your most intimate circle of love in your own home.

Helping someone in need and sending him on his way is one thing.  But giving him a place close to your heart forever is something else entirely. 

You see, showing grace is easy.  How do you display grace?  How do you show it?  Easy.

Just take your bitterest, most vile enemy and give him the greatest honor and the place closest to your heart at the cost of your most treasured, beloved Son.

You see, not only does God show His grace to us, but He shows His grace to everyone else by using us.

We are the display!

There was once a wealthy Roman woman who was asked, “Where are your jewels?” and she pointed to her sons and said, “These are my jewels.” 

That’s what God’s plan is.  Throughout eternity we will be exhibited as the monuments of the surpassing grace of God…

- who drew us out of the pit of destruction and raised us the heights of beavenly glory at the cost of His own Son…

and did it all in such a way that no good attribute, not even His justice, was compromised.

When I was studying ch.1, at first I thought the last few verses were a rabbit trail that got off the point.

He was talking about the wondrous glory of our salvation, and the breathtaking power involved, and then he compared that power to the power involved in exalting Christ, and then he just got carried away talking about the exaltation of Christ.

Eph.1:19-23
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

But now we see that wasn’t a digression at all.  That wasn’t Paul slipping out of the flow of his argument in order to throw in a doxology.

It’s central to his argument.

He had to make as strong a point as possible about how super-exalted Christ really was, so that when he got to 2:6 and said God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms we would read that and gasp and choke and almost pass out.

- Especially when we read that God seated us there after going through 2:1-3 last week and realizing the depths of depravity and evil and hostility against God from which God exalted us.

Well, what do you think we should do now?  We can’t just get up and walk out.

How about we fulfill the very reason for the creation of all things and the entire work of redemption, and sing praise to God for the riches of His glorious grace?

We are going to sing a hymn that is taken from Eph.1.  Think carefully about the words – and especially v.2 (they say this hymn is based on Eph.1, but when I sing this verse I have to think D.A. Carson peeked ahead to ch.2.

With despicable self-love and rage, We rebelled and fell under the curse. 
Yet God did not rip out the page, 
And destroy all who love the perverse. 

No, he chose us to make a new race, 
To the praise of his glorious grace. 
To the praise of his glorious grace.

Benediction: 
I have a two-part benediction.  
2 Peter 3:17-18
be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

For now, grow in grace.  But also realize that while the grace shown to us in our salvation is astonishing, it’s not all the grace we are going to receive.  There is a far greater promise of grace that’s yet to come!

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Review Questions:
1.	What role does 2:1-3 play in the flow of Paul’s argument?
2.	Why is it so important that God not only be gracious, but show His grace (v.7)?

	







