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Fathers, Do Not Discourage 			Col.3:21     1-27-2002 

One of the most astonishing passages in the Bible is Jdg.2:6-11

It’s the story of that first generation of Israelites who entered the Promised Land.

After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they went to take possession of the land, each to his own inheritance. 7The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel. 

That entire generation spend their lives serving the LORD.

The astonishing part comes in v.10.

After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel. 11Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. 

The entire nation went from serving God throughout their lives to doing evil and worshipping idols in a single generation!

That new generation was influenced more by their environment than by their parents.  And everything that had been gained by the experience in the desert was lost in one generation.

What a sobering thought.

This issue of raising godly children is one that we must not neglect.

God’s Attitude Toward Children
Jesus had a higher regard for kids than He did for kings.

You might think being worried about the psychological sensitivities of children, and whether or not they got discouraged or exasperated – you might think of that as a modern concern.

And for society it is.  But for God, when He gives instruction about parenting, it’s a major concern for Him no matter what era of human history it is.

We found last week that children are a blessing from God.  And not only children, but procreation itself is a great blessing from God.

Our culture has glorified intercourse as one of the greatest realities in existence, and yet has a very dim view of procreation.

Conceiving a child is treated as the unfortunate price you may have to pay for that act.

For many people, the definition of “safe sex” is sex without the danger of procreation.  

Pregnancy is just another one of the dangers – if you have sex you can get AIDS, syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia, pregnancy…

But God pronounced the ability to procreate a blessing.  It’s not part of the curse.  It’s part of the good creation.

Gn.1:27-28
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Be fruitful and increase in number is not in the form of a command.  It is in the form of a blessing.  

God didn’t say, “Be fruitful or I’ll judge you.”  He said, “I just created you.  Now I’m going to bless you.  Here’s the blessing: I’m giving you the ability to do as I have done and be fruitful…”  

Our fertility is a wonderful gift from God.  If you think about it, isn’t it a staggering reality that two creatures – two lowly created beings could simply decide to bring into existence a human being with an immortal soul who never existed before?

You don’t have to put in an application with God and demonstrate financial stability and have a certain number of bedrooms in your home and lots of experience with children, there is no waiting list or paperwork, or conception fee…

In fact, Go made it one of the most pleasurable sensations we know.

Jn.1:12-13 says that to those who receive Christ and believe in His name, he gave the right to become children of God- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

The point of that is being born again is not like a natural birth, because other people can’t decide to have you be born again.  It’s your decision.

But from that verse we are reminded that a normal, physical birth does happen by human decision.  

What an astonishing gift God has placed in our hands!

Christian Parenting 

Last week we saw that both here in Col.3 and in Eph.6 the command about raising children is given explicitly to fathers, rather than parents.

The overall management of the home, including the discipline and nurture of the children, is ultimately the father’s responsibility.  

In fact, that’s the standard we use to evaluate whether a man is fit for church leadership.

1 Tim.3:4,5  He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?)

The word manage is a strong term.  It means to be in authority and rule.  The man is the head of the home, and is responsible to lead.

Obviously the wife also has a major role.  1 Tim 5:14  I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes 

That authority and responsibility, however, is under that of the husband. 

As a man, the ultimate responsibility is yours.  If you dump it all off on your wife, you have abdicated a God-given responsibility and are negligent and delinquent before God.   

One of the most foolish (and yet most common) things a young woman can do is get mixed up romantically with a man who is not fit to be a spiritual leader.  

The voice in 1 Ti.3:4 is active: “Keeping his children in submission…”  That is something that is within the realm of a man’s control.  You don’t just have kids and hope they are obedient.   A man can bring that to be, it’s just a matter of knowing how to do it.

Eph.6:4  
do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

Last week we explored the idea of instruction – verbal training, both positive and negative.  

Make the standards in your home known.  Warn your children.  Explain the terrible consequences of wrong behavior.

And on the positive side you instruct and teach and encourage.

Teach your children the Gospel.
Teach them doctrine. 
Teach them virtue & self-control.
Teach them how to say no to their appetites. 
Teach them how to select friends.
Teach them about the fulfillment that comes from work.  Even if they don’t do the greatest job – give them the honor of making a meaningful contribution to the family.

(Raise them as strangers to sweat and all of life will seem a hardship to them.  Teach them that the family doesn’t exist to serve them, but that they are an important part of the organism of the family, and they have an important role.)

Teach them wisdom from Proverbs.

Physical Training

The other word used in Eph.6:4 is - training

Instruction has to do with what you say; training describes what you do.

Our words will have no effect if they are not backed up by consistent action.

Think it through before you give your child a warning.  If you are comfortable sitting on the couch and don’t feel like getting up, think twice before you tell your child he’ll get a spanking if he doesn’t do something.  

If you have fuzzy boundaries for what is acceptable and what is not, you will make life miserable for your children.  But if the boundaries are clear, a child will thrive and be much happier.

You have probably heard Dr. Dobson talk about studies in which they remove a fence from around the perimeter of a elementary playground, and the children stay near the center and are much more subdued.

But when the fence is put back up, they use the whole playground and play freely, and are much happier.

The security that comes from having a clear boundary is something that we need – even as adults.

People drive across the Royal Gorge Bridge every day, and even pass each other on that narrow bridge.  I’ve done it.  It’s no big deal at all.

But if there were no railing, people would be scared to death to drive across.  Why?  Are we such poor drivers that we may steer off the edge?  No one ever crashed into the railing.

The railing couldn’t stop a car anyway.   But having it there gives a sense of security.

Positive Reinforcement 
Just as the verbal side has positive and negative elements, so does the physical side.  Not only do we owe our kids physical discipline when they do wrong, but we should also be just as quick to take action to reward good behavior.  

Positive reinforcement has a tremendous effect on human behavior.

As soon as I mention the word “reward,” I realize there are some red flags that go up.  Because most parents understand it is poor parenting when you try to bribe your kids to do good.

That is a legitimate concern, but there is a big difference between rewarding and bribing.  Rewarding reinforces good behavior, and bribing reinforces bad behavior.  

If you tell you child, “Eat your peas,” and he says, “No!” and you say, “If you eat them, I’ll give you a treat” – you have just encouraged terrible behavior.  

You have just taught your child that the way to get a treat is to respond with defiance and disrespect.  

On the other hand, suppose my girls have some friends over, and I notice Faith go out of her way to include one of the kids who is being left out.  She doesn’t know I’m watching – she just does it out of sheer kindness.

If I see that I might pull her aside that night and say, “I saw what you did.  That’s outstanding.  I’m going to take you out for a milkshake.”

That reinforces good behavior.  

Negative Reinforcement 
TT Pr.22

On the negative side, we use corporal punishment.

Pr 22:15 
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. 

Children are born into this world with a very serious problem.  Folly is entwined and tangled and twisted all through their hearts.

When we think of folly (foolishness), we usually think in terms of intellect.  But in Proverbs, folly includes mentally deficiency, social deficiency, and spiritual deficiency.  So it includes ignorance, stupidity, boorishness & sin.

A baby is born into this world with all that completely entangled all through its little heart.  

A baby doesn’t know anything.  
A baby makes decisions that would be disastrous if it were able to carry them out.  
A baby has zero social grace.
Babies are naturally selfish, defiant, rebellious and dominated by self-absorption and pride.  

They are denominated by one thing: immediate fulfillment of their desires.  

You say to your 3-year-old, “We’re getting to that.  Just wait a few weeks.”  
“A few weeks?  Fine.  I’m looking forward to it.”   No – they have no concept of deferring satisfaction of their desires for any reason.

None of this is their fault.  They didn’t make themselves that way.  It’s just the way they arrive into the world.

Children naturally have so many spiritual disadvantages working against them, they need us as parents to rescue them from that. 

Next time your child does something that warrants discipline, instead of thinking, “I guess I better spank him so I can get him to stop doing that” think “My child has wandered into grave danger!  I have to rescue him!”

So many parents feel like if they can prevent some bad influence from messing up their child, the child will turn out great.  And they are bewildered when their kids’ lives end up as a train wreck – even though they never let them take drugs or go to parties, etc.

What we need to realize is it doesn’t require some terrible influence to mess up your kids.  We all arrive in this world messed up, dominated by folly, and we desperately need someone to drive that folly from our hearts.

The reason people are messed up isn’t because of hardship or abuse.  It’s because the follow was not effectively driven from their hearts.

Children do not grow out of folly.  They will naturally out grow a lot of elements of immaturity, but folly must be extricated from their hearts.  

And only the rod can do it.  Ritalin cannot do it.  

Giving a drug to treat a demonstrable, organic, physiological disorder is one thing, but pumping kids full of ritalin and other drugs as a substitute for discipline will not change their hearts.

There may be cases where drugs can help treat a child with a learning disability, but if the kid is disobedient, disrespectful, or cruel, he needs the folly to be driven from his heart, and pills can’t do that. 

Our society wants to turn every sin of the heart into nothing but a chemical imbalance so they don’t have to admit any guilt.  

But the truth is, children are born with hearts entangled with folly, and if you allow a child to go his own, natural way, he will go straight into destruction.

Pr.29:15
The rod of correction imparts wisdom (the opposite of folly), but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 

Notice, the opposite of the rod of correction is a child left to himself.  If you don’t use corporal punishment, you have abandoned your children.

There are many abandoned children who live in their parents’ home, eat their food, have all the clothes they need – and even receive love and affection, but who have been abandoned to their own folly.

There are parents today who will shelter their kids from the snow and rain, they will protect them from bullies, they will immunize them from diseases, but they will not give them guidance spiritually.

Not very many people feel sorry for John Walker Lindh (The “American Taliban”), but every time I think of him it breaks my heart.  What a chilling example he is of what happens when parents let a child find his own way.

At age 16 he says, “I need to find my way.  I think I’ll go to Afghanistan and study Islam.”  

“OK, have fun.”

He ends up in tragic folly and his parents are bewildered as to why.

Children desperately need guidance and correction.  Their lives are on the line.

Pr.23:13-14
Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.  14 Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.   

Pr.19:18
Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death. 

There is something out there that wants to ruin your child’s life – rebelliousness.  And you can protect your child from that, or you can willingly allow your child’s life to be sacrificed just because you aren’t willing to discipline.

Firm discipline is the most loving thing you can do for your child.  

Susanna Wesley raised 17 kids (including John & Charles): “The parent who studies to subdue self will in his child works together with God in the saving of a soul.  The parent who indulges self-will does the devil’s work.  Makes religion impractical, salvation unattainable,  and does all that is in him to drown his child soul & body forever.”

These passages are not talking about abuse.  It is not only a crime but a serious sin to beat up on your kids – physically or verbally.

You shouldn’t punish them because you are angry at them.

You should never injure your children or bruise them – if you are doing that you are out of control.

On the other hand, there is no question this is talking about corporal punishment.  Punishment is effective when it’s painful.

If it weren’t so sad it would almost be funny to see parents trying to discipline their kids with means that are not painful to the kids.

A child who is a little rambunctious and who is having trouble calming down might need a time out.  But a child who exhibits a defiant disrespect or rebellious attitude does not need a time out to think about it – he needs a hard swat before the words are even all the way out of his mouth.

And the swat needs to sting – it shouldn’t injure, but it should hurt enough to where that child learns that that behavior is not worth it.

Heb.12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

If it’s not painful, it’s not discipline.  

Some parents try to make their discipline pleasant.  If it’s pleasant, it’s not discipline.

If I asked for a show of hands, I’m sure there would be plenty of examples of people who did something as a kid one time, and got in so much trouble you never even considered doing it again.

I’m sure most of us could also point to things that we have perhaps struggled with all our lives that we wish our parents would have done something major the first time we did it, so we would never have done it again.

Permissive parenting is abuse – it’s withholding something from a child that the child desperately needs.

Pr.13:24
He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him. 

Pr 3:11-12
My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 
The more your delight in your children, the more you will make it hurt when they try to defy your authority.

Early Training
Pr 22:6
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

lit: Train a child in the mouth of his way…

It could be “according to the mouth of his way” (the outset of his life?) or “according to his way.”

I don’t see how personalizing your training to a child’s temperament has anything to do with the longevity of his commitment.  It seems more likely to me that the emphasis is on the earliness of the training.   In fact, the word “train” means “dedicate” or “inaugurate” every other time it is used in Scripture.

The point is to start early on.  

The older they get, the more you can address the heart.  But early on, before they can understand spiritual principles, they are establishing a pattern of behavior.  

And if you let them establish a wrong pattern of behavior, by the time the child is old enough to understand the principles that govern the heart, he has a painful, uphill battle trying to break bad habits.

“How early should I start?”  However early your child is capable of defiance – which is long before that little one can talk.  

When did dear Lois start with Timothy?  
2Ti.3:14-15
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures… 

A child can understand “no” at a very early age.  And when he first starts to get the idea, the first thing he will do is test it.

He reaches for something while looking at you, and you say, “No” and put his hand back.

He reaches again, “no” and a gentle swat.

Again, and a harder swat.  At this point it is a test to see how strong your resolve is, and it is absolutely essential that you “win.”  Because if you teach that child that he can have his rebellious way if he is persistent enough, he will persist.

He needs to learn that defying your authority is an absolute futile effort.

- Children are desperate to find out, "Are you in charge or am I?"  If the answer comes back, "the child is" it leaves them in a horribly insecure environment.  Children need the security of knowing you are in control.  When there is a battle of will, you must win.

Dobson: "Nothing brings a parent and child closer together than for the mother or father to win decisively after being defiantly challenged." 

Begin in infancy, and apply firm, consistent discipline when they are rebellious, and there is a good chance that after age 6 or so you will never have to spank again, and rarely if ever have to punish again.

But if you wait, and let the child have his own way, you will create a monster that will be impossible to control as an adolescent.  And then very often it’s too late.  

So those are the two sides to child rearing.  One the negative side, you drive folly from their hearts by means of the rod.

On the positive side you teach them what God is like and work to encourage virtue in the heart.

Discipline without the teaching will produce a well-behaved child who will go astray when he gets older.

And teaching without discipline will result in a child who will find himself wanting to do what is right but completely unable to do so.

Don’t just get him under control when he is young, but train him & teach him.

Training By Example

Gn.18:19 gives us the reason why God chose Abraham.
For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just

You direct your children in the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just yourself.

We sacrifice influence when we don’t live what we teach.  Your example is what gives your words credibility. 

A righteous life is a beautiful and blessed life, and it will make your teaching about righteous believable and attractive.

But if we tell our kids lying is a serious matter, and then say, “Tell them you’re 12 instead of 13 so you can get in free” or “Tell them I’m not home” we render powerless all our efforts to teach them.

So all of that is an overview of what Scripture teaches about raising children.  That’s the background that Paul takes for granted in Col.3:21.

Now his purpose is not to re-teach all of that, but to set boundaries on it.  

21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.

Discipline will make a kid mad momentarily, but this is talking about more than that.  

Don’t be afraid to make your child temporarily unhappy.  One of the worst things that can happen to a child is to find that his parents fear his displeasure.

The idea here is that we are not to make them so mad so often that their little hearts become callous and hard, and they are exasperated in their spirits.

When a father does something to provoke his child to anger, he is not only sinning, but he is motivating his child to sin!  That is serious.  In Mt.18 Jesus said you would be better off dead than to do that to a child.

or they will become discouraged (Eph.6 – exasperated) 

Doing those things will embitter them and break their little spirits.  The result will be a child who might knuckle under to your rules and conform to what you want while he lives with you, but he will be discouraged and despondent.

His obedience will be mere acquiescence, and his natural desire to please you will be drained dry.

I read this week a book written by a guy who worked with rodeo cowboys, and he said there are 2 ways to break a wild horse.

One is with the progressive use of a halter, bit, blanket, and saddle.  

Done correctly, this can produce a full-spirited, obedient horse.

There is another way to break a horse though.  A wrangler can take a 2X4 and just knock the horse to its knees.

They say you can tame a wild horse this way, but at great cost.  You end up with a compliant but spiritless animal – a horse that will never be what it could have been.

Fear tends to have a paralyzing effect.  Remember the servant who was rebuked in Mt.25 because he didn’t make use of his talent – instead he just buried it?  Do you remember why he didn’t put it to work for his master?

Mt 25:24-25
`Master,' he said, `I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground.

If your child begins to see you as a hard master – unfair, unjust, intimidating – he will be compliant but so paralyzed that he will risk nothing, and will always do only the bear minimum.

The order in which these commands come is dramatic.  In each case, Paul addresses the subordinate first, and tells them to be submissive.  

Then he addresses the one in authority.  That is very powerful if you read this as one in authority.  In the previous verse Paul just got done putting someone completely at your mercy.

Then he calls you to be merciful.  

This applies to anyone in authority.  If you are in authority, God calls those under you, unequivocally, to be submissive and respectful.

But just as unequivocally he reminds you that your authority is not for your benefit.  Your authority is for their benefit.  It’s not for your gratification and good, it’s for theirs.

TOP 10 WAYS TO EXASPERATE YOUR CHILDREN
10. GIVE FUZZY BOUNDRIES
When we make it impossible for our kids to know what is expected of them – what will bring discipline and what won’t, we exasperate them.

Some parents think they are being kind by never disciplining until they are pushed to the boiling point.  They think that’s patience and mercy.

This teaches the child that he doesn't have to respond until you get angry.  They become responsive to your mood rather than your authority.  That makes life hard for a kid.

It also makes the parent have to stay angry all the time to control the child.

Remember that as humans we are not motivated by authorities' anger. 

When a police officer pulls you over, it’s not uncommon for a person to be shaking as the officer walks up.  He’s the only person on the planet you call “sir.”  (You don’t even call your pastor “sir”)

Why?  Why do we have so much regard for his authority?

It’s that little book he carries with him.  All he has to do is write a little information down on a paper and hand it to you, and you have big headaches.

He doesn’t have to scream and yell to get your attention.  

We are motivated by consequences, not anger.

If he stood on the corner with no badge or gun or uniform and shouted obscenities at speeders, they wouldn’t give him a second thought.

You say, “But my kids never obey until I blow up at them.  Blowing up is the only thing that gets their attention.”  

No – it’s not blowing up that gets their attention.  The reason they respond only then is they know that’s the only time painful consequences come.  If they knew for sure the painful consequences would come after the second warning, they would respond there even if you were smiling and whispering. 
9.  DISCIPLINE THEM BY EMBARRASSING THEM OR WITHDRAWING LOVE
Dobson: "Parental warmth after punishment is essential to demonstrate to the child that it was his behavior and not the child himself that the parent rejected.”

Good disciplinarians understand that they must be firm in discipline.  But it’s just as important, once the discipline has had its effect, that you show love and tenderness and warmth to the child.  

Make it as crystal clear as possible that the discipline was corrective and aimed at the behavior, not at the child as a person.

After corporal punishment, there is a question in the child’s mind about if you like that child.  If we don’t erase that question, the child can become embittered. 

There is never any need to belittle our children, or to make fun of their childishness.

Respect them.  They are human beings, just like you, trying to grow up.  And it’s your responsibility to help them, not to make it seem hopeless.

8.    FAVOR ONE OVER THE OTHERS  
If we hold up every other kid around as their immeasurable superior, eventually they will become disheartened. 
7. IF THEY GO AGAINST YOUR ADVICE AND GET INTO TROUBLE - RUB IT IN  	
They are powerless to change the past.  So if you use the past against them, there is absolutely nothing they can do except be defeated and disheartened and broken in spirit.

6. PUSH ACHIEVEMENT 
Never let a kid think he has value outside of his grades or athletic achievement, and no matter how well he does, he will get discouraged.

There is no end to the stories of kids who win the state championship, and then turn 18 and never speak to their parents again.

If you have fantasies about achievement, achieve it yourself.  Don’t force it on your kids.

5.  NEVER RESOLVE CONFLICTS UNTIL THE NEXT DAY 
After administering discipline, avoid talking to them about it right away - if you can get them to stay upset overnight it will build up resentment and callousness toward you.  

On the other side of the coin, if you only address problems during times of conflict, that is also counterproductive.  

Ask yourself, what percentage of my words to my kids are positive?  How much of what I say is said in times of non-conflict?

4.	DON'T LISTEN TO THEIR REASONING  
They will offer reasons why they should be allowed to do something, but you know their arguments already, so don't allow any two-way communication.

3.	SMOTHER THEM  
Always over-protect.  Never trust.  

Question their truthfulness, and never let them establish independence - especially in their teen years. 

Your kids will do things that disappoint you.  But if you make it so they can never regain your trust after a failure, that will dishearten them.

The goal of parenting is to prepare the child to become independent.  You can’t wait until an hour before his 18th birthday to do that.  

Why not give him as much freedom as you responsibly can?  

Allow for some experiments.

Let them learn from mistakes.  Protect them from deadly things, but allow them to risk some pain as they begin learning to be an adult.

2. ALWAYS DISCOURAGE   
Never give them the idea that they can excel in something.

Take notice when they spill at the table, but never when they don't spill.  

Watch out that you don’t only encourage them on things they can’t repeat.
 	If you want to discourage a kid in a hurry, make sure no matter what they do, they can’t please you, so their best efforts always bring a frown from you and never a smile. 
Also, make them feel like an intrusion.  Get them to feel like they are in the way.  Nag.  Create a home environment that rains criticism and is quick to find fault or blame.
Haim Ginott: “A child learns what he lives.  If he lives with criticism he does not learn responsibility.  He learns to condemn himself and to find fault with others.  He learns to doubt his own judgment, to disparage his own ability, and to distrust the intentions of others.  And above all, he learns to live with continual expectation of impending doom.”  (MacArthur “Successful Christian Parenting” p.141)
1.  YELL AT THEM   
Do you yell at anyone else?  

What do you think our kids think when we yell at them everyday, but they never see us yell at the checker at the grocery store, or the people at church, or the neighbors, or other people’s kids, or anyone else?

People say things to their kids they would never dream of saying to anyone else.

Remember, you are as advanced beyond them mentally as you are physically.  Some people wouldn’t dream of letting loose with physical abuse on a child, but they don’t think anything of using their superior intellect and wit to tear the child to ribbons in an argument. 

God has placed you in full authority over your children, but nowhere in the Bible does the Lord ever give you permission to be impolite to your children. 

1 Thes.2:11-12 you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God 

urging To insist.  This term reflects the father’s authority.
A father must have strong enough authority so that it is advisable for his children to obey.

encouraging  This word carries the idea of reasoning or discussing.  

A father must have enough wisdom to make it reasonable to obey.

You should not let your kids demand an explanation before obeying, but at some point you need to provide a reasonable rationale for correct behavior.  

comforting   A very tender word – used for cheering someone up who is down.  It’s a soft word that highlights a love relationship.  

A father must have a strong enough love to make it delightful to obey.

As your children get older, they should have the desire to obey because of how wonderful it is when all is right in the home.  You can make it miserable when they disobey, but if it isn’t that great when they do obey, it won’t be as effective.  

Think of the tenderness of Christ.  He could have just forced submission from the Church, but instead, amazingly, He went the rout of winning her heart.  He wooed us and drew us to Himself and tenderly, patiently called us and won our hearts with His love and self-sacrifice.

If our Creator would condescend to do that, shouldn’t we be willing to do that with our children?  

BENEDICTION: 
1 Co.15:58  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.







