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Spiritual Gifts pt.7	    First Apostles…   	1 Co.12:27-28   	tape 143	7-28-2002


To review, we have spent considerable time pointing out that in the Church Age all believers have been baptized into the Holy Spirit.  We reject the second work of grace theology in all of its various forms.  

-	whether it be the Pentecostals saying you are born again at one point, and only later receive the baptism of the Spirit, or
-	the Weslyans, who say you are born again at one point and only later reach the moment of entire sanctification
-	or Watchman Nee with his ideas about releasing the Spirit or being baptized into Christ 
-	or the Roman Catholic Church, who really are the ones who originated this idea – you are born again at baptism but receive the Holy Spirit years later at your confirmation
-	Or the various monastic movements, where you could be a regular Christian or become a super-Christian by giving everything up and going to live in isolation in a monastery somewhere (as in Hinduism).
-	or Ryrie, Hodges, etc. who, in their fight against the Lordship of Christ in salvation, say you become a Christian at one point and later on have the option of moving up to the level of disciple. 
-	Or the writings of Charles Finney, R.A. Torrey, Finney, Andrew Murray, etc.

There is no end to the variations, but they all result in the same thing: two classes of Christians.  And the implicit message is: “You have the option of being a regular Christian or a second-level Christian.  You really ought to go for the second level, but if you live at the low level, at least you are still going to heaven.”

Millions of people here that, admire the upper level people, but are content to live at the lower level, and think they are saved.
But if you have not been 
-	baptized into the Spirit
-	haven’t been sanctified
-	hasn’t had the Holy Spirit released in his life
-	hasn’t received the Spirit
-	isn’t a disciple
-	isn’t fully committed
…you are not saved!

John the Baptist said Jesus will baptize people with the Holy Spirit and fire (and the context is clear it’s the fire of hell).  There are two kinds of people – those who have been baptized into the Holy Spirit, and those who are going to hell.

So it’s a dangerous doctrine because of what it implies to people who are not fully committed to Christ.

It’s also problematic because it does violence to so many passages of Scripture and to the doctrine of salvation.  You end up with people who are saved, but not part of the Body?

They are Christians but they don’t have a spiritual gift or a role in the Church?

They are born again but only have 2 members of the Trinity?

That doctrine makes the “we all”s of 1 Co.12 untrue, and so the entire chapter becomes meaningless.  It destroys the wonderful doctrine of the unity of the Body.

Last Sunday the question was asked about Jn.16.  Does that passage imply a different situation with conviction of sin for the believer than existed in the OT?

John 16:5-11  "Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6 Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

Jesus had already made the point that the Holy Spirit would come and empower and comfort and guide the disciples.  But in vv.8-11, the point is the Spirit’s ministry to the world

8 When he comes, he will convict the world
This is a significant verse, because it’s the only verse that speaks directly of the Spirit’s relationship to the world.  Everything else has to do with His work within the Church.
So when Jesus is glorified, He will send the Holy Spirit not only to carry out His ministry to the Church, but also to convict the world in three areas:

9 in regard to sin, because they do not believe in me
Failure to believe, in John’s Gospel, is always the prime sin.  That’s a summary of the world’s whole problem with sin.  

The word convict in the Greek is just like the English word – it is a courtroom term that has to do with an objective determination of guilt, and it also carries the idea of an internal, subjective sense of being guilty.

The Spirit brings people in the world to the inescapable realization of their sinfulness.

10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 

righteousness is that which is right in God’s sight.  The conviction ministry of the Spirit has a positive side too.  He not only exposes to the world their sin, but He also exposes their lack of righteousness.  He makes them aware not only of what they are doing wrong, but of what they are failing to do right.  And the Spirit does that because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer

During His life on earth Jesus was the standard for what was right.

John 1:3-12
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.   10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

John 3:16-21
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God."    

Jesus came into the world and showed the world what righteousness is. The world could not claim ignorance, because they had perfection walking around right in front of them.  But now that Jesus is no longer around, the Holy Spirit convicts the world regarding what true righteousness is.

11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

The Holy Spirit informs the world that they are sinful, that they lack righteousness and are not right with God, and that they are headed for judgment.  

The reason Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to warn the world about judgment is because the world needs to know that their leader – their king whom they are following, has already been defeated.

On the cross Jesus defeated Satan.  He is still squirming around now in the throws of death, but you would have to be a fool to align yourself with him, because he has been judged and is doomed.  

The Spirit’s message to the world is, “Switch sides, because your king has been defeated and sentenced to hell.  You do not want to be connected with him.”

How does the Holy Spirit do that?  Should we assume it is through some internal, subjective, mystical process?  

Since it’s the Holy Spirit should we assume this takes place in some magical way so a person in the world is just walking down the street, minding his own business, and suddenly he’s overwealmed with the thought that he is sinful, and lacks righteousness, and he thinks to himself, “Oh no!  The king I follow has been judged, therefore I’m in danger of condemnation!”?

He certainly could do that.  It wouldn’t be any difficulty at all for Him.  But our concern isn’t so much what He could do, but what He actually does do.  And Scripture gives us information along that line.

As we keep reading in Acts, what do we see?  Do we see the world being convicted regarding sin, righteousness and judgment?  We sure do.

Right off the bat, in Acts 2:37 a bunch of unbelievers were cut to the heart.

So there the Holy Spirit is, doing His work of conviction already.  But how did he do it?  Through Peter’s preaching.

The Holy Spirit brought them to a realization of their sinfulness and guilt, their estrangement from God, and their impending judgment by having Peter preach about all that.

23 you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
3:14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.

Peter spoke to them about sin and righteousness: “You are not righteous.  You murdered the Righteous One.  You are wicked and sinful.”

He also spoke about Jesus victory over Satan:

2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, 
34, and yet he said, "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." '    36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 

So how does the Spirit convict the world?  He give spiritual gifts to us.  Then we take our Spirit-given gifts, and use it to proclaim the Holy Spirit-inspired Gospel, and the Spirit uses that proclamation to convict their hearts.

We see the same thing in ch.24.
Acts 24:24-26  Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid…
1 Cor 14:24-25  But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!" 
And even if you are not a prophet, this is part of your responsibility – to expose to the world their sinfulness.  And you do it with the prophecy that has already been given (the NT).
Eph 5:11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.

As we proclaim the Holy-Spirit inspired Word of God, they have to face their sin.

Not only that, but as Christians walk in the Spirit and bear the fruit of the Spirit, the world becomes painfully aware of its wickedness as they observe our lives.

In Jesus’ earthly life He didn’t do much of this.  He preached to crowds in Judea, and various individuals, but never really had a world-wide ministry.

But once He returned to the Father, He sent the Spirit to energize the Church to proliferate the whole world.

So often people assume in order for something to be of the Holy Spirit it has to be miraculous, supernatural, spectacular, etc.  But if something is mundane, normal, common, if it is done by human effort, then it’s not the Holy Spirit.

That couldn’t be more wrong.

If you see some person sitting across the auditorium who is dejected, and you are tempted to just go on your way and think, “Why doesn’t he get his act together?” – but instead you go over there, and find out what’s wrong, and you enter into his pain…

…and you shed a few tears with him, and go through the whole ordeal of identifying with his trouble and the helpless feeling of not being able to do anything about it…

…and you end up “blowing” 20 or 30 minutes doing that, and you go away feeling crummy because you couldn’t do anything to help…

…when you show mercy in that way – that is just as mighty an act of the Holy Spirit as raising someone from the dead
So to answer the question from last week, no, this passage does not imply anything different about the way the Lord works in the believer’s heart to convict of sin.  It’s talking about the world.

Now in v.28 there is another list of gifts.  We have pointed out before that each church in the NT that receives a list gets a very different list.  Here we find that two lists given to the same church in the same context in the same chapter are different.  

I think that is strong evidence that while there are some obvious, common gifts that will always tend to show up (such as teaching), there are countless other gifts.  I think if Paul gave another list later in the chapter there would have likely been a few more mentioned.  

28 And in the church God has appointed
Once again we see this emphasis on God’s design of the Body.  It’s like Paul can’t emphasize that enough.  That is so absolutely critical.  

I hope that is foremost in your thinking when you think about your gift and your role in the Church.  Even beyond, “What am I good at?” or “What do I enjoy?” or “In what ministries do I seem to be effective?” – 

More important is the question, “Where did the Holy Spirit design me to fit in?”  

The human body is the most magnificent, astonishing physical thing God ever created.  But ALL that magnificence is in the arraignment.  The components really aren’t much of anything.  

Professor CEM Joad, in response to the question, 'What is man?' wrote, 'Man is fat enough for 7 bars of soap, iron enough for one medium sized nail, sugar enough for 7 cups of tea, lime enough to whitewash a small chicken coop, magnesium enough for one dose of salts, phosphorus enough to tip 2000 matches, and sulphur enough to rid one dog of fleas.'   Calculating for inflation, that could put your net worth at around $12-15. 

Or if you break it down further, the body is 93% oxygen, carbon and hydrogen – the other 7% is basically trace amounts of minerals. 

Or to break it down further, you are really mostly just empty space. )  If you squeezed out of me all the empty space I would be 1 one hundred millionth of a cubic inch.  A full cubic inch of that would weigh over a billion lbs.

The point is that they components of the body are nothing.  And even if you pile them all together they are nothing.  

It’s the greatest example of the whole being greater than the sum of the parts – the wonder of the human body is in the way it is put together.

It’s the same with the Body of Christ.  And so we keep seeing this emphasis on His sovereign design. 

v.11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then…

In a surprising shift from his emphasis on the equality of the parts of the body, Paul seems to rank some of the gifts.  Apostles, prophets and teaches come as 1,2 and 3, then all the rest, with tongues last (tongues appears last in every list it appears in).

First let’s define apostle, and discuss the subject of miracles, then we will delve into this apparent ranking.

First apostles

The word “apostle” simply means “messenger.”   If Terry tells me to take a music stand over and give it to Michelle, I’m an apostle of Terry.

And there are a few times when the word is used in that way.  Epaphroditus was an apostle of the church of Philippi (Php.2:25).  And apostle of a church was simply someone that church sent.  In that sense we could think of Danelle as an apostle of Creekside.

But most of the time the word is used in the technical sense of an Apostle of Christ.  Apostle is the highest office a human being could ever receive (Mt.19:28 says they will rule over Israel in the Kingdom).
An Apostle was someone who saw Christ and was personally (1 Co.9:1) and was thus an eye-witness to the resurrection, and was commissioned by Him, and who was given the ability to signs, wonders and miracles so everyone would know. 

Matt 10:1-8  He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.
Miracles were something the Apostles could give at will.  If we want a miracle, the most we can do is pray for one.  But the Apostles were given the ability to perform them at will.

Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."
He didn’t say, “We will be praying for you.”  The ability to heal him was something Peter and John had that they could give at will.

Mt17:20  I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."  
This is not a general promise to all believers.  It is a promise of the ability to do miracles given to the Apostles to prove they are Apostles.  

2 Cor.12:12  The things that mark an apostle-signs, wonders and miracles-were done among you with great perseverance. 
If anyone could work miracles, how would they serve to prove Apostleship?  

Our answer to the all-important question, “How do we know the Bible is the Word of God?” is 
-	We know the OT is God’s Word because Jesus referred to it as Scripture, and 
-	We know the NT is God’s Word because Jesus commissioned the Apostles to write it, and promised that the Holy Spirit would see to it that they would have perfect recall and understanding of Jesus’ actions and words 
John 14:26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 
16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 
Jesus gave the Apostles absolute authority and His representatives.   Throughout the NT we see that to receive an Apostle is to receive Christ (Mt.10:40) , to disobey an Apostle was to disobey God.
1 Thes.4:8   he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God,
In fact, to utter a lie to an Apostle was to lie to God (5:2-4).

Who were the Apostles?
We can’t say for sure, but the best evidence is that there were 14 to 17 Apostles.  There were the 12 plus Paul, then…
·	Barnabas Acts 14:14 when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes
·	James? Ga.1:19  I saw none of the other apostles-except James, the Lord's brother.  James is grouped with the Apostles in 1 Co.15:7-9, Ga.2:9, he wrote an Epistle that bears his name, and was the leader of the Church in Jerusalem in the first half of Acts.
·	Andronicus and Junias were men of note among the Apostles (Ro16:7), but it’s not clear if they were among the Apostles, or if the Apostles took note of them.

The last of the Apostles was Paul.
1 Cor.15:5  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
He appeared last of all to Paul.  That was His last appearance.  

So the next time someone comes to you and claims to be an Apostle, give two quick little tests:
1.	Have them do some sign, wonders and miracles
2.	Have them point out where their name appears in the list of people Christ appeared to prior to Paul in 1 Co.15:5-7.
Have any of the gifts ceased?  Most scholars, including many charismatic scholars, agree that this one has.  There are no more “capital A” Apostles.  

Are there lower case a apostles?  Sure.  There are messengers.  A mailman would qualify as one of those.

Are the apostles of the Church?  Absolutely.  We are sending Danelle on a mission.  

But are there official Apostles?  No.  Paul was the last.

And we know this list is talking about official Apostles, because they are first.  So at least one spiritual gift was temporary.  
What about the other miraculous gifts?  The Bible doesn’t say. The only way to answer the question is to look at what Scripture teaches about the purpose of miracles. 


