

4

Spiritual Gifts pt.1	“Who is Spiritual?” 	1 Co.12:1-3		6-9-2002

Now about spirituals, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 


1 Now about spirituals, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 

If the Lord didn’t want them to be ignorant about spiritual gifts, He must not want me to be ignorant about them either.

Do you suppose he didn’t mind if they were ignorant about the Lord’s Table?  Then why didn’t he say this in ch.11?  

Obviously he didn’t want them to be ignorant about marriage, otherwise he wouldn’t have bothered writing ch.7.

It stands to reason the Lord doesn’t want us to be ignorant about anything He has revealed, or He wouldn’t have revealed it.

But He doesn’t preface everything He says by saying, “I don’t want you to be ignorant about this…”  

The only conclusion we can draw is that this is emphatic.  He always wants us to understand the truths He reveals, but it’s especially important that we understand this information.

I don’t know how interested you are in studying these three chapters, but if you lack interest you would do well to try to generate interest, or to commit yourself to this study whether you are interested or not, because the Lord said it’s especially important.

Read through your New Testament and you will discover that the central purposes of God in this age all revolve around the Church.  Everything else in the world is regarded as “the outside,” and is only significant as it intersects with the Church.

So at the center of all the God is doing in the world is the Church, and all that He is doing in the Church He is doing through the Holy Spirit by means of the spiritual gifts.

If you heard about some great revival or some mighty work of God going on somewhere in the world, you would probably want to go there and be part of it.  

But the fact is the mightiest work of God is taking place through the Church by means of the gifts.

So ignorance about the spiritual gifts is ignorance and exclusion, to a degree, from the very activity of God on the earth.

about spirituals

This may refer to spiritual gifts or to spiritual people.  

When masculine, “spirituals” means people who have the Holy Spirit, and who influenced more by Him and less by the flesh.

1 Cor.2:15 The spiritual one makes judgments about all things,

1 Cor.3:1 Brothers, I could not address you as spirituals but as “fleshies”-- mere infants in Christ.

1 Cor. 14:37 If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord's command.
Gal. 6:1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, the spirituals should restore him gently. 

When neuter, the meaning is either (1) “things that are not fleshy” or (2) “things that come from the Holy Spirit”

Opposite of the flesh (immaterial)
Eph. 6:12 For our struggle is …against the spirituals of evil in the heavenly realms.
1 Pe.2:5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Ro.7:14 the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual
Ro.15:27   For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews' spirituals…(should also share in fleshy things)
1 Cor. 9:11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a fleshy harvest from you?
1 Cor. 15:44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.

Originating from the Holy Spirit
1 Cor.2:13 spiritual words are words taught by the Spirit
1 Cor.10:3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.
Eph.1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
Eph. 5:19 (& Col.3:16) Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,
Col. 1:9 …asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

1 Cor. 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spirituals especially the gift of prophecy.

In 12:1, the form could be masculine or neuter.  

Fee: Most commentators take it as a neuter (spiritual things).  

When Paul refers to gifts and wants to highlight the fact that it’s a gift, he uses charismata, but when he wants to emphasize the Holy Spirit as the origin, he uses pneumatika.

So either way the idea is something like “I do not want you to be ignorant about the which manifestations are the ones that are truly from the Spirit of God.”  

The Goal of the Christian: Spirituality 

There is no question that the successful Christian life is the one that can be described as being spiritual.  And Paul doesn’t state that as much as he just assumes you already know it.

1 Cor.3:1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as fleshy, mere infants in Christ
1 Cor.14:37 If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord's command.
Gal. 6:1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. 

So the goal of the Christian life is to be influenced by the Holy Spirit more and more, and the flesh less and less.  

(In this context, “flesh” means more than just material.  Your flesh is that part of you that doesn’t care about spiritual things… 

– like your stomach, which cares only about food and cares not at all about any spiritual ramifications of what it wants

- or your eyes, which care about what they want to look at, and which have no concern about spiritual effect

- or your aching back, which is concerned only with feeling better and not at all with serving those in need.)

When your life is driven by those things, the things that tie you to this physical world only, the things that tend to make you think there is nothing else – that is the carnal life.  That is the source of sin in the life of a Christian.

So you can be carnal or spiritual.  You can be influenced and driven by the Holy Spirit, or you can be influenced and driven only by the things you can feel and see and by your appetites and desires.

When the Holy Spirit is the driving influence you are being spiritual, and when the flesh is the driving influence you are being fleshy (carnal).

And 1 Co.12-14 is all about what it means to be spiritual.  Either “Who are the true spiritual ones?” or “What are the true spiritual things?”  

And it doesn’t really matter that much which it is, because they end up meaning much the same thing as you examine the context.  The spiritual ones are the ones doing the spiritual things, or the spiritual things are the things being done by the spiritual ones.  

Either way Paul is saying, “Let me tell you what the true spiritual activity is.”  This is a lesson on genuine spirituality, which is the goal of the Christian life. 

This is an excellent lesson for us.  Every moment of the day it should be our goal to be spiritual.
  
So you can see why it’s so important to God that we not be ignorant in this area.

Setting The Parameters

The problem in Corinth regarding gifts seems to have been over-emphasis on experience and under-emphasis on doctrine.

They thought spirituality is a matter of experience.  If you speak in tongues, if you perform miracles in the church – that is the truest evidence of the Holy Spirit.  And doctrine took a back seat. 

And so the drew the boundaries of spirituality both too broadly and too narrowly all at the same time.  

On the one hand, by their standards, someone might be regarded as highly spiritual, because he is involved in all kinds of extraordinary things like tongues or prophecy, and yet he is not even a Christian!

On the other hand, there are people who definitely were Christians, but since their job in the church was rather mundane and ordinary, they were regarded as less spiritual or un-spiritual. 

This is exactly the situation in many (but not) charismatic circles today.  When there is a lot of supernatural looking activities going on, that is considered to be a great movement of the Holy Spirit – regardless of the actually content of what may be being said.

In fact, some would go so far as to think of doctrine as something that quenches the Spirit and puts the fire out (so to speak), because they may be have a great time with all kinds of ecstatic experiences, and someone stands up and begins to plainly, clearly state the truth of God’s Word, and the whole party dies down.

2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 

You know
They were ignorant about spirituals, but one thing they were not ignorant of was their past experience with paganism.

In their pagan worship, they had all kinds of supernatural activity (speaking in tongues, prophesying, etc.) and it was not of God.  Therefore the activity alone means nothing. 

The implication is that they are dragging their former pagan influences into the church.

mute
Why does Paul throw that in?

First of all, it intensifies the magnitude of their former gullibility.  It’s one thing to be influenced and led astray by a smooth talker – or even by any kind of talker.  But to be influenced and led astray by a block of wood?  A stone?  Something that can’t even communicate?

And that’s the issue.  False gods are utterly unable to communicate, and yet their followers speak in tongues.  So clearly speaking in tongues is no evidence of the Holy Spirit or any other Spirit.  

If the idols are mute, then where are those ecstatic utterances coming from?  Somewhere other than above. 

The true gifts really are communications from God, which is another important point.  The spiritual gifts are all about God communicating.  

3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus be cursed
At first glance we read this and think, “Do we really need a very in the Bible to tell us that statements of cursing Christ are not from God?  Isn’t that a little obvious?”

Was this actually being said in the Corinthian Church?  That’s hard to imagine.  And it’s even harder to imagine, if it were being said, that Paul would mention it in such a nonchalant way instead the more combative reaction we would expect from him.

On the other hand, if it wasn’t being said, it’s hard to imagine Paul would invent such a blasphemous saying as an illustration.

Perhaps the best explanation is that Paul is purposely picking the most extreme example in order to get everyone to see the point without nitpicking about the example.  

No matter how messed up they are in their understanding of gifts, absolutely every Christian would have to agree that no matter what kind of tongues or ecstatic utterance is going on, if the message is “Jesus be cursed,” that person is not under the control of the Holy Spirit.

So In this case, everyone would have to agree that doctrine matters.

no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit

This has troubled modern readers, because in our day we have a hard time identifying with what it meant back then to say this.  The statement “Jesus is Lord” was a radical statement that no one would say unless they were very committed.

In some cases it was illegal.  In most cases it would be considered blasphemous by unbelievers.  To the Jews you would be saying, “Jesus is Yahweh” which is a good way to get yourself stoned to death.

To the pagans you would also be claiming that Jesus was divine and preeminent (since they called their deities “lords”)

So saying that would inevitably cost you a tremendous amount, including, in some cases, your life.

So when Paul talks about saying, “Jesus is Lord,” we can read it this way, “no one can commit himself to the lordship of Christ except by the Holy Spirit.”

Obviously there are phonies who are doing all kinds of things in Jesus name and will say “Lord, Lord” on judgment day, but Paul is not speaking here of a false profession, but of a genuine one.  

Most studies of the miraculous gifts or of ch.12-14 either skip over this opening paragraph altogether or barely skim the surface of it, so they can get on to the part about the gifts.

But an understanding of this opening paragraph is critical. 

The message is what matters.  It is wrong to measure the gifts by how spectacular they are.  Many people elevate showiness to be a higher criterion for judgment than doctrine.

But spirituality is not a matter of which gift you have or how dramatic it is, but of how much your doctrine exalts Christ.

It should be obvious from their past experience as pagans that even though they spoke in tongues, prophesied, and had all kinds of ecstatic utterances, clearly those things were not coming from the Holy Spirit.  

It’s only believers who even have the Spirit.  Before you even begin discerning whether or not some manifestation is from God, begin right off the bat with doctrine.  

If you have someone like T.D. Jakes, who is a modalist who rejects the Trinity, you don’t have to use any discernment or waste any brain cells trying to figure out if His ministry is from the Holy Spirit – it’s not.

We know that for sure, because he rejects the biblical doctrine of Christ.  He teaches that when God is in His Father or Holy Spirit mode, Christ doesn’t even exist. 

This is an important test, and very instructive for our day.  Some people have pointed to the extreme fringes of the Charismatic movement, and have said, “Look at them – they must be the ones through whom the Holy Spirit is most active, because they have the most miracles."

But that’s not the test.  Those same ministries are the ones who take the most cavalier attitude toward Scripture and who have atrocious doctrine. 

Are we to believe God has chosen those ministries with the worst, most inaccurate doctrine – the ones who do the worst job at telling the truth about God, to be the ones He would validate the most?

People ask me if the miracles Benny Hinn does on stage are real or not, and my answer is – it doesn’t matter.

He teaches that 
·	Jesus became one with the nature of Satan on the cross, 
·	Jesus was not capable of raising Himself from the dead, 
·	that God was kicked off the earth from the time of Adam until Abraham.

He has proven himself to be a false teacher and a false prophet some many times over, it doesn’t matter what miracles he can or cannot do.  Whatever He is doing is not spiritual.

When Copland says Satan conquered Jesus on the cross, or that Jesus did not accomplish redemption on the cross and had to suffer in hell to do it – that’s all we need to know to be certain that his message is not from the Holy Spirit.

The same goes for people like Joyce Meyers, Kenneth Hagen, Paul Crouch, Charles Capps, Morris Cerullo, Marilyn Hickey, Fred Price, Robert Tilton, John Avanzini, Oral Roberts, Paul Cho…

If someone’s message is not Christian, then that person is not spiritual – their ministry is not of the Holy Spirit.

On the other hand, there is the positive side.

no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit

Those who are genuine believers, and who hold to the true Gospel and are committed to it, they are believers, and they are spiritual – regardless of their gifts.

If someone is a Christian, but doesn’t speak in tongues, or doesn’t prophesy, or doesn’t do any miracles – don’t accuse that person of not having the Holy Spirit or not being baptized with the Holy Spirit.

Every believer is spiritual.  We all have the Spirit and we have all been baptized by the Spirit. 

Ro.8:9-10 You are controlled not by the flesh but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 

1Co.12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body

Those who are attracted to the more showy gifts tend to think the other Christians are less spiritual.  They may be saved, but they haven’t tapped into the real power of God, etc.  

But if they are believers, they are spiritual.

So Paul begins by narrowing their parameters.  The only ones who are spiritual are the ones who have the Holy Spirit (Christians).

But then he wants to also widen the parameters.  It’s not just some Christians that are spiritual, but all Christians.  


