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Man Up!
Father’s Day Message
Special Messages  Part 82
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 	6-9-2012 & 6-10-2012

Summary: The Corinthian church is the most rebuked church in the Bible, and all their problems were due to failure to obey the five short commands in these two verses. We must be on guard (watching for Satan, error, sin, and the Second Coming), we must stand firm in the faith (zero compromise), and we must be valiant and brave – all in our personal lives, homes, and in the church. And unlike the world’s idea of strength and manliness, it must all be done in love.
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1 Corinthians 16:13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; act like men; be strong. 14 Do everything in love.
Introduction 
It is not very often that I will take a break from our verse-by-verse study to do a special message on a holiday. But today, on Father’s Day, I just feel compelled to preach a special message for the men because of how much I love the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe one of the most damaging, disastrous menaces harming the Church in our culture is the failure of Christian men to act like men.
1 Corinthians 16:13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; act like men; be strong. 
Men – act like men! That phrase is just one word in the Greek. The NIV translates it, “Be men of courage.” But literally it is a word that means, “Be men.” The Greek word for “man” is andros, There are a couple Greek words for man. The generic one is anthropos. We get our word anthropology from that. When they referred to mankind in general, men and women, they would use that word. But when they wanted to refer to males specifically they would use a different word – andros. and this word is just andros converted into a verb – andrizomai. That word essentially means, “Man up!” Did you know there is a verse in the Bible commanding us to man up? Actually, I take that back. There is not a verse in the Bible commanding that. If we include the Greek translation of the Old Testament, there are twenty-one different verses in the Bible commanding that. This is the word used in passages like Joshua 1, where Moses keeps telling Joshua, Be strong and courageous. So this was a very common thing for the people to hear in that day. When they heard, “Act like men,” they knew exactly what it meant. Our culture, on the other hand, is as confused as they can be about what it means to act like a man. Over the past fifty years the feminist movement has worked so hard to blur the lines between male and female; gender confusion increases in our society by the month. Even in the church, very few Christians are able to articulate a clear, biblical definition of manhood.
Why This Matters
“Why does that matter? Why is this so important? This verse does not even really sound particularly Christian. It sounds like something a coach might say in a locker room – ‘Be on your guard, stand firm, man up, be strong.’ Almost sounds like some shallow, vacuous pep talk. Is this really important?”
If you want to know why it matters, just read the book of 1 Corinthians. The Corinthian church wins the prize for being the church with the most problems in the whole New Testament. No church is rebuked for as many different things as the church in Corinth. They were divided up into factions, looking down their noses at each other. They were adding human wisdom to the gospel, which emptied the gospel of its power. They were proud and arrogant – all puffed up because of their knowledge and their strength and their giftedness. They were spiritual babies – incapable of understanding the meat of God’s Word. They were dominated by the impulses of the flesh. There was selfishness and jealousy and quarreling and fighting. And of all things, they were passing judgment on Paul – downplaying his authority. They were loose in their sexual behavior – involved with all kinds of sexual sin. They tolerated unrepentant sin in the church, and were proud of themselves for it. They were taking their disputes to secular courts. They were flaunting their freedoms in ways that caused weaker brothers to stumble into sin, and they did not care. They were dabbling in idolatry, they were grumbling, the women were bringing disgrace on themselves by not acting like women. Their men were failing to lead. They were desecrating the Lord’s Table with their selfishness. They were abusing the spiritual gifts, using them for the opposite of their God-given purpose, devoid of love. And they were teaching that the resurrection had already occurred, and that there was no future physical resurrection. They were destroying God’s temple. That is why Paul had to warn them:
1 Corinthians 3:17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 
And here is the amazing thing – if you look carefully at 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 you can see that all those terrible things that went wrong in the church of Corinth could have been avoided if they would have just obeyed the five little commands in those two verses. If they had been on their guard, and stood firm in the faith, and been manly and strong, doing everything in love – the book of 1 Corinthians would not have had to be written. At least not the rebukes, which is the great majority of the book. These five principles are immensely important. 
Adam
In fact, you could even say it was a failure of manhood that plunged the entire human race into sin. Eve and Adam switched roles – she took the lead, he followed along; Adam was completely asleep at the wheel in his role as protector. He was standing there the whole time Eve had her conversation with the snake, and did not say a word. Never stepped in, never did the hard thing, didn’t lift a finger to protect his wife against this horrible threat, refused to lead. If Adam had acted like a man, the meal would have been grilled snake instead of forbidden fruit and there would have been no fall.
This is not some cheesy pep talk. It is very much a Christian message designed to prevent Agape from becoming the next Corinth. That is why I said the reason I want to preach this passage is because I love the Church.
So let’s take a careful look at each of these five commands. And if you play your cards right, you can actually get three sermons for the price of one. For each point, think about how you can apply it in your personal walk with the Lord, then how you can apply it in your family, and then how you can apply it in the church.

Be on Guard
The first of the five commands is Be on your guard. Just one word in the Greek – gregereo – watch out. If you name your child Gregory, you have named him, watch out - be alert, be on your guard. Watch out for what? Any form of danger. We are in a situation in this life where if we do not stand watch, danger will overtake us. The dangers that threaten us are such that if you don’t see them coming, if you are not alert enough to spot them as they approach, then by the time they hit it will be too late.
If you are in a group of soldiers in enemy territory, when you go to sleep at night you had better post some guards to keep watch. But last night everyone in my family just went to sleep with no one keeping watch. Why? Because there is no significant threat. The Christian life is more like Afghanistan than Denver. But it does not really seem like that. The threats are invisible, which is why we need the constant commands in Scripture about alertness and watchfulness. You are automatically watchful against threats that you perceive as real threats. If you believe something could really harm you, and you believe that harm is very likely, no one has to tell you to be on your guard. If you are driving in a blizzard, on ice at night - no one has to tell you to pay attention to the road. Adrenaline is pumping and you are gripping the wheel with two hands and every cell of your body is on alert. But when it does not seem like there is any real danger – that is when we need commands like this.
The warnings in God’s Word are a wonderful thing. They are not like the warnings you used to get from your mom when you were a little kid that always came too late. Great warnings, but just a little too late. I heard a comedian talking about that the other day. You are running through the kitchen, smack your head on the table, “Oh, careful!” Fabulous advice – just a little late. Scripture is not like that. God sees the dangers approaching before they arrive and lets us know to be on the alert to watch out for them.
	The Threat of an Enemy
What are the threats? There are several. One is the threat of our enemy.

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith.
If you watch the nature channel you will see that no animals ever get eaten by a lion when they are alert enough to spot the lion at a distance. The lion cannot even begin to catch up to them. The only hope the lion has of getting anything is if he can sneak up close without them noticing. But when that happens – if the prey is not alert – it’s dead. And Peter says, “That’s us.”
In Your own Life
So we need to be able to see Satan coming. And we can apply that in three levels. First – in your own life. Every one of us, as individuals, need to be alert to the schemes of Satan.
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.
As individuals we need to watch out for his schemes.
In Your Family
Second, we do this in our families. And men, this is where we have special responsibility. Some of us need to wake up to the fact that a roaring lion is sneaking up on our family, and is about to attack. He is about to attack your wife. If a mugger tried to assault your wife, you would jump in front of her in a heartbeat. But the attack of Satan is a lot more deadly. Can you see it coming? Are you alert enough to see how Satan is about to come after your daughter? Your son? Your kids do not have the foresight to see spiritual dangers approaching, so God placed you as the watchman to stand guard at the gate of your home. Men, protect your family. And wives – when your husband leads in that way, affirm it and support it and submit to it. Your support and responsiveness to his leadership will make him ten times stronger as a leader. And your resistance (which usually comes in the form of treating your husband as a child in some way) reduces him to one tenth the strength he has to begin with.
In the Church
So do this in your life, do it in your home, and third – we must be alert to the enemy in the church. This is the context of our passage in 1 Corinthians 16. The devil attacks churches, and if we are not alert, those attacks will be devastating at Agape. We hear horror stories all the time of churches that are in terrible shape. Why? In many cases it is because they were not alert and they were mauled beyond recognition by the enemy. Satan tried that with Paul, but it didn’t work because Paul was alert.
2 Corinthians 2:10 …I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.
Paul was well-versed enough on Satan’s strategies that in that particular situation Paul saw Satan coming a mile away. He knew the devil would try to create disunity in the church through unforgiveness, so Paul dealt with that well before the temptation actually hit. Learn from Scripture how the enemy operates so you can be alert to his attacks before it is too late. Most people seem to think that Satan’s main way of attacking us is with hardship. They run into difficulties and trouble and they say, “I’m being attacked by the enemy.” Hardship itself is not an attack. Satan’s attacks us just as much in our prosperity as in hardship. The attacks are designed not mainly to inflict pain, but to gain control of us. Watch out for that. 
	The Threat of Error
So the first threat is the threat of an enemy. The second threat we have to be on our guard against is the threat of error.

Matthew 24:4 Watch out that no one deceives you. 
Romans 16:17 I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who … put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. 18 …By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. 
As Christians, our lifeline is truth. The truth of God’s Word is our food and drink, it is our guiding light, it is our only window through which we can see the glory of God – it is everything to us. Without truth we cannot have faith, because faith is believing the truth. Without the truth of God’s Word we cannot love God, because you cannot love someone you do not know. If we lose the truth of God’s Word we lose everything.
So if Satan cannot prevent you from hearing the truth in the first place, he will do all he can to cause you to misunderstand it. Because if you interpret the Bible wrongly, that is just as good as not knowing it at all. In fact, as far as the Devil is concerned, better, because now you think you do know the truth. If he can convince you that your wrong beliefs are actually from the Bible, then you will not only be ignorant of the truth but you will be committed to your ignorance. You will cling tightly to your error because you will think it is God’s Word. That is why there are so many false religions and cults and denominations and splinter groups and movements, and just plain bad teachers around every corner – because the enemy is so determined to create confusion. 
In Your own Life
So how do you watch out for error? Again, let’s start with your own life. I believe the most common reason why Christians fall into doctrinal error is to justify something they are either doing or feeling. Someone in the church hurts them or disappoints them, and they are angry at the church, and they would like to just bail out – but they still want to be on good terms with God – that person is very susceptible to the false teacher who comes along saying, “The traditional church has it all wrong. Our little group is the only one that has it right.” It might be one of the wacky Hebrew roots groups, or some King James-only fanatics, or a “house church” group - whatever the doctrinal issue is does not really matter; the issue is it is an excuse to turn their back on the church without feeling like they are turning their back on God.
The person may want to nurse a grudge, or feed a prideful attitude that says, “I’m not a blind follower like all these dumb sheep – I’m different.” Maybe there is a broken relationship that they just do not want to have to reconcile. Or maybe there is someone they really love who is in that movement, and they want to be close to that person. Of course there are times when it is just an honest misunderstanding of Scripture, but most of the time there is more to it than that. The Holy Spirit enlightens believers to enable them to understand and embrace the truth of God’s Word. And the main things are very clear in Scripture. So most of the time a person does not get way off track unless there is something in them that is attracted to that particular error.
So the first way to be on your guard against error is to always be examining your attitudes. Unreconciled relationships, grudges, complaints, resentment, pride – stand guard around the camp of your soul and whenever you see any of those attitudes trying to sneak in, shoot on sight.
In Your Family
How about in the family? Fathers, you are the doctrinal guardians of the home. It is the father’s responsibility to teach the children the truth of God’s Word. If you cannot think of a workable way to do family devotions, talk to your prayer leader or one of the elders – keep trying different things until you find something that works, because it is crucial that we teach our children the truth. The world is constantly drilling error into their heads, and it is our job to correct that.
In the Church
How about in the church? The Corinthian church became the train wreck it became because they were not alert. They were so spiritually immature, Paul said, “I can’t even talk to you like adults. I have to keep it so simple because you’re like spiritual babies.”
The phrase “Do you not know” appears eight times in the New Testament –seven of those are in 1 Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 6:2  Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 
1 Corinthians 6:3  Do you not know that we will judge angels? 
1 Corinthians 6:9  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
1 Corinthians 6:15  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? 
1 Corinthians 6:16  Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? 
1 Corinthians 6:19  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 9:24  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Don’t you know anything? What was the problem in Corinth? They did not know. They were not on guard because they were in a spiritual fog.
The Church is the pillar and foundation of the truth. And if the pillar and foundation of the truth in this world gets corrupted doctrinally, the whole world is in trouble. One of the worst things that can ever happen is for a church to go astray doctrinally.
Primarily it is the job of the elders to guard the doctrine of the church, but we cannot do it by ourselves. It needs to be a church-wide effort. We do our best to make sure only people with sound doctrine are teaching, but sometimes teachers change their views. Or someone who is not an official teacher starts spreading an error in a small group or something. All of us have to be alert to false doctrine in order to protect the church from deadly error.
	The Threat of Temptation 
So we need to watch out for our enemy, watch out for error, and third, watch out for sin.

Mark 14:38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. 
How much of our sin is a result of the lack of alertness? I don’t know about you, but I will say that way too many sins catch me by surprise. I assume I am invincible because I am not feeling any temptation at the moment, I fall into a lackadaisical attitude, I don’t have my guard up, and the next thing I know I am right back into some old sinful pattern. You would think after a few dozen times we would learn that we need to keep our guard up.
This is one reason why it is good to have an accountability partner, because when you fall into sin as a result of a lack of watchfulness, it is kind of hard to explain to your accountability partner. 
“I was really serious about staying on this diet. And the other day I was just sitting there, minding my own business, doing nothing wrong, at a Krispy Kreme store – and out of nowhere came this overpowering temptation! I was totally blindsided.”
You were on a no-sugar diet, sitting in a Krispy Kreme store – the part of your soul that was supposed to be on guard duty was asleep at his post.
In Your own Life
Guard your heart. Most of the sins that find their way into our camp to take us prisoner do so as a result of the lack of watchfulness, especially in the area of motives. The person convinces himself that his motives for sitting down for a cup of coffee in a Krispy Kreme store are as pure as the wind-driven snow. But they aren’t. The reason we wander so close to the door of temptation’s house is because our soul is moving in the direction of that sin under the radar.
Examine your motives. Every motive that comes in – treat it like customs treats a ship coming in from a drug smuggling country. Search every nook and cranny before letting that ship in. Guarding your heart from sin is a lot more important than guarding a country from drugs.
Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.
Your heart is the most precious possession you have. With your heart you can trust in or reject Jesus Christ, which will determine whether you spend eternity in eternal torment or eternal joy. With your heart you can glorify or dishonor God. Your heart is the most priceless commodity you will ever possess. You buy all kinds of insurance for your car and your house, you put locks on your doors to guard your stuff, you diversify your retirement to guard it from being lost – we have the sentries on duty constantly to protect much lesser treasures, but above ALL that we must guard our hearts.
In Your Family
And fathers, guard your family. Be alert to the types of temptations your children are likely to face. Do not place your wife in positions where she will likely be drawn toward sin. Who is the first to detect a spiritual threat in your home, men? I hope it is not your wife most of the time. Obviously it is going to be her some of the time because she has perspective and insights that you do not have. Just like the woman might be the first one to wake up and hear the burglars in the house at night, she might be the one to first notice a spiritual threat in the home. But first of all, when that happens, make sure it is you who gets up out of bed and grabs a baseball bat and goes to check it out. And second, if she sees the dangers before you once in a while fine, but do not rely on her for that. Do not dump off the whole responsibility for keeping watch onto her shoulders. Her shoulders are not built for that. Yours are.
Give it some thought. What specific, unique spiritual dangers threaten each one of your children? What about your wife? And you?
In the Church
And as a church, we need to be alert to the kinds of sins that would come in and harm our church. We need to be alert to things we do that might cause a brother or sister to stumble. Women need to dress modestly, so you do not make it harder for the men. We need to restrain ourselves in areas of freedom, like drinking or entertainment or various areas where it is possible for our freedom to cause a weaker brother to stumble.
	The Threat of the Second Coming
So what are the threats out there that we need to watch out for? Satan, error, sin, temptation, and one more – the Second Coming. 

“That’s a threat?”
It is if you are not ready for it. In Matthew 25, Jesus told a parable about some people who were not ready for the bridegroom’s arrival and were shut out of the wedding banquet. And Jesus closes that parable by saying this:
Matthew 25:13 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
One thing we need to watch out for is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. We need to be ready. John Calvin wrote scholarly commentaries on forty-nine books of the Bible, he preached over 170 sermons a year. He was a scholar and a teacher and a civil leader, and a pastor. In a ten year period he performed 270 weddings – and he did the counseling for all of them. He also visited the sick in his church, and did individual counseling. He ate one meal a day, had a stomach problem, severe hemorrhoids, and migraines, gout, kidney stones, fever and asthma, and he was a single dad with nine children. (His wife died in 1549.) And when someone asked “Why do you do so much?” he said he did not want the Lord to find him idle when He returned.
Matthew 24:45 "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.
Make sure the Lord does not find you idle when He returns. Men, make sure your family is ready. And Agape, let’s not be found doing nothing as a church when Jesus comes back.
Must Watch in Order to Stand
So the first command is to keep watch. The second command is to stand firm. And they have to come in that order because we will never stand firm if we are not on guard. It is hard enough to stand firm against the things that make it through your defenses when you are being watchful. But when the enemy comes into your camp and finds you asleep, you are done. Have you ever just been standing somewhere and someone bumps you a little bit, and you lose your balance? But if you see it coming and can brace yourself, you can take a significant shot and stay on your feet. Just watch football. Someone gets blindsided and gets knocked unconscious. But other times the guy will see it coming, and get low and prepare himself, and the guy that runs into him ends up getting leveled. So if we are going to stand firm, we must first be alert.
II. Stand Firm
And notice that he says specifically, Stand firm in the faith.
The Faith
The faith refers to Christianity. Our religion - the gospel. In other areas of life you can be flexible. In matters of personal preference and comfort, we should be very quick to bend to changes and accommodate others. But when it comes to compromising our faith there should be zero flexibility. Everything in my life is up for negotiation except that. A Christian is someone who loves the Lord Jesus Christ more than life itself, which means, if he has to decide between compromising his faith and death, he would choose death. Take the smallest command in the whole Bible – the tiniest, least, most insignificant thing that God commands us to do. It would be better to die than to disobey that command. If you say, “Give up your house or die,” or “Give up all your money or die,” I will say, “Take the house and the money.” Everything in my life is up for negotiation, except the faith.
The Corinthians
The Corinthian church was ruined by their failure to stand firm. 
“Oh, you want to live with your girlfriend and still be part of the church? OK. You want to throw out the doctrine of the resurrection? OK. Bring a little idolatry into the church, sleep around, get drunk, go berserk with your spiritual gift – OK, whatever you want.”
They stood strong against nothing. 
Behavior
And one thing we learn from all that is how important it is for us to stand firm not just in the area of truth but also in behavior. The Christian faith is not just a set of doctrines. It is also a way of living. There are two ways to deny the faith. You can do it by embracing some heresy, or you can deny the faith by the way you live.
1 Timothy 5:8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
He did not stand up and verbally renounce Jesus Christ; he did not join some cult, he did not preach some heresy – he just failed to provide for his family. You can have impeccable doctrine and still deny the faith just by the way you live. So we need to stand firm against doctrinal error, and we need to stand firm against unholy living.
In Your own Life
How do you do this in your own life? By faith.
2 Corinthians 1:24 it is by faith you stand firm.
The more you believe what God has said about sin and righteousness and reward, the more steadfast you will be in the battle against sin. Satan cannot force you into anything. His only hope is to convince you to sin voluntarily. And the more you believe what God says about sin, the harder it will be for Satan to convince you. Strength comes from faith, and faith comes by hearing the Word. So immerse yourself in the Word of God.
In Your Family
And fathers, immerse your family in the Word of God.
Deuteronomy 6:6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.  
In the Church
And what about in the church? What can you do to cause the church to stand firm? How did Paul do it?
2 Corinthians 1:24 we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.
He wanted them to stand firm, he knew that only happened through faith, so he worked hard for their joy in the Lord. Do everything you can to cause people at church to take greater delight in God. The greater their delight in God, the greater their joy; and the greater their joy, the greater their faith, and the greater their faith, the more steadfast they will stand.
III. Act like Men, Be Strong
So, the first two commands: be alert and stand firm. The next two commands also go together – act like men and be strong. Very often in the Greek Old Testament you find these two words used together.
1 Samuel 4:9 Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!" 
2 Samuel 10:12 Be men and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. The Lord will do what is good in his sight."
Psalm 31:24 Be strong and be men, all you who hope in the Lord.
So it was very common to hear those words used together – be strong and be men, and usually in contexts of bravery. Those words used together refer to strength, courage, toughness, valor, boldness in the face of opposition, bravery – everything you would see in a valiant warrior in battle.
Are we like that? Do you think there is a chance that in our wealthy, luxurious, leisure-worshipping culture where we have no heavy persecution – is there a possibility that we run the risk of getting a little soft? A while back we cancelled a meeting at church because they were predicting a snowstorm. And there was a guy who was planning on coming to that meeting who replied and said, “Cancelled for snow? Man, you guys are soft.” Pretty tough to argue with him.
In Your own Life
Some Christians are hearty and some Christians are fragile. There are some in the church who have to be handled with kid gloves. You have to be so careful what you say to them, you have to make sure you always keep encouraging them, they are forever falling down in discouragement and need to be picked back up, they are always fretting over whether people like them or not, easily hurt, easily offended, quit a ministry at the drop of a hat if they do not like the way you dropped the hat. They shrink back from anything that looks risky or difficult or potentially painful. Those are the fragile ones.
Then there are others who are just the opposite – you can back your truck up over them and they will just get up and say, “Sorry – my faultbad. I was in your way.” They are the hearty ones – the true men. They are unfazed by adversity, unfazed by criticism. They fear nothing but the displeasure of God. If they are doing a ministry, you can put a brick wall in front of them and they will not get discouraged. They do not even slow down – they just bounce off at some angle and their GPS is re-routing for a few minutes, and they are on to the next thing full speed ahead. Which group are you in?
In Your Family
This applies to all of us. Even if you are a woman – there is a very real sense in which you need to be valiant and strong and brave in the war of the Christian life. But this especially applies to us men. In our families – we need to stop behaving like boys and man up. Sometimes doing what is right will result in some pushback in your house. It might mean getting the cold shoulder from your wife for the next three weeks. It might mean hearing your children say, “I hate you!” And there are far too many Christian men who just collapse under that kind of response. They are not men – they are boys. They do not have courage, they do not have strength – they are wimps. Men, let’s be men in our homes. And ladies, don’t you dare do anything to resist that. Encourage it, support it, be responsive to it when it happens.
In the Church
And in the church – let’s man up. It is so easy for a church to be steered right into a ditch and lose almost all effectiveness just because no one is man enough to stand up to the complainers. Someone threatens to leave, and that family could create a lot of problems, and they are big givers, and we do not want to upset them, so we give in to their demands – even though we do not believe they are biblical. In the church we have pressure from the culture to compromise our message, we have pressure from nominal Christians to back off on the hard parts of the gospel, we have pressure from every direction to soften our stance on one thing or another, and all too often churches cave in to that pressure. When a church is run by a bunch of man-fearing, man-pleasing cowards (boys, not men), it is not long before everything is being driven by the world (so we can attract more people), or by nominal “Christians” (so we don’t lose people), or by complainers (so we can keep the peace). That is what happened in Corinth because they were not on guard, they did not stand firm, the women took charge, and the men acted like boys, and they became the most rebuked church in the whole Bible.
 IV. Do Everything in Love
14 Do everything in love.
The word “in” is significant. Love is not just actions. Love is the atmosphere in which we move and breathe in everything we do in the Christian life. All of this must be done in an atmosphere of love.
All this talk about strength and manliness and firmness and warfare – do not mistake all that for harshness. This is where the world’s ideas of manliness are exposed as false. The world thinks being a man means being a jerk. Being an insensitive, harsh, selfish brute. They think being in authority means lording it over those under you so they become subservient to you. But Jesus said, “In My kingdom it’s just the opposite. Whoever is the highest authority must be the greatest servant.” Husbands are told “Do not be harsh with your wives. Do not exasperate your children. Live with your wife in an understanding way, showing her honor as the weaker vessel.”
The manliest man who ever walked the earth was Jesus Christ. No one was ever stronger, no man ever had the kind of courage He had, no one rocked this whole world like He did, He was fearless – did not back down from kings, did not shrink back from crucifixion, never once compromised the faith in the slightest, never gave in to a single temptation, astonished people with how little He cared about people’s opinion of Him – He was the strongest, toughest, bravest, manliest man ever to walk the earth. And He was the most loving, tender, compassionate man to ever walk the earth. Children wanted to come to Him. Outcasts, lepers, societal rejects were draw to Him. He was not intimidating. He was meek and gentle. Jesus Christ is everything manhood is supposed to be. If you want to stand and fight like a man in the struggle against evil, and you want to love like a man – look to Jesus Christ.


Benediction: Ephesians 6:10-13 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

1:25 Questions
Of the five commands, which two do you think need the most attention in your life right now? Why?
	What do you think has prevented you from doing better in those two areas up to this point? Can you think of any specific steps you could take to change?


