Rom 11:33-36  

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His says past finding out!  "FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HAS BECOME HIS COUNSELOR?" "OR WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM AND IT SHALL BE REPAID TO HIM?" For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Rom 12:1-2  
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Thesis: 
Our logical response to the mercies of God’s Grace that we have received from Him, is an absolute and total commitment to seeking, knowing and doing the will of God and we do this by absolute and total submission to the work of the Holy Spirit transforming our minds into the likeness of the mind of Jesus Christ.
	
Introduction:

To be saved you must repent of your sins and receive the mercy of Grace from God…that is salvation through faith and the forgiveness of sins made possible by the blood of Christ. 

This is the Gospel message of salvation. The key to salvation is repentance.

Repent is one of those words that we often kind of have an idea what it means, but can’t really put it into words or say exactly how to do it. We can say that it means to stop sinning, but that doesn’t really pin it down.

You may have heard that repentance is turning away from sin and going toward Christ. That is true and it accurately reflects the connotations of the original Greek word for repent, but it does not give very practical instruction on just exactly HOW to repent.

You may have seen a preacher or youth leader walk across the podium and turn 180 degrees and walk back the other way to illustrate the act of turning your back on sin and turning toward Christ. I’ve done so myself and that all good an it is true, but it always leaves me feeling a bit vague about the whole concept. Close but no cigar. I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that no matter which way I turn, there is another temptation to sin. Three hundred sixty degree of sin, so that really isn’t all that helpful to me.

We would all love to know, if we don’t already, exactly what it means to repent and how to do it?

I believe we can find some practical application about repentance in Romans 12:1-2. 

Romans Chapter 12 verses one and two, and really all of the rest of the book, are a call to commitment. It is a call to worship. It is a call to unquestioning submission. It is a call to a level of commitment that is not just intended for Pastors, or preachers, Deacons or Elders, Sunday School teachers or missionaries. It is a call to an extreme level of submission and commitment that is for every Christian. 

A careful study of the Timothy’s and Titus show us that the elders and deacons are to have a proven track record of a certain level of character qualifications, but those character qualifications are a not the end, but a means of measuring the extent to which those people have been transformed into the likeness of Christ. As soon as they attain those character qualifications and they are appointed to leadership, then their job is to teach, encourage and exhort all of the rest of the believers in the church to attain those same character qualifications themselves by being transformed into the likeness of Christ. 

It is like that for the call to commitment that is made in Romans 12:1-2. You can’t get out of it by sitting in the back row, or avoiding ministry or leadership or by not teaching a Sunday School class.  You can’t exist as superficial Christian with a superficial commitment to Christ and the will of God, avoiding any real transformation because you are not in any kind of a leadership position; that is just self-deception. 

It doesn’t work to say “I worship in my own way” if worshipping in your own way does not include a total and absolute commitment to the will of God. You can’t be a Christian and walk away from God for twenty years and then “re-commit your life to Christ”, and then get committed to God. If you do that you were not a Christian for all of those twenty years. You didn’t re-commit your life to Christ, you committed your life to Christ and praise God for that. 

The qualification for church leadership and the qualifications for being a Christian are exactly the same. The leadership is just further along in the process of being transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ. The qualifications for being a leader in the church or for just being a Christian are this:

Present your life as a living sacrifice to Jesus Christ
Stop being conformed to the world and this present age
Be transformed into the likeness of Christ. 

The first eleven chapters of Romans are a theological thesis on sin and salvation. It is arguably the most complete summation of the doctrine and theology of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the entire Bible.

First there is the problem and the problem is sin:

Romans 1:18 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,

Romans 3:10-11
As it is written: 
   "There is no one righteous, not even one; 
    there is no one who understands, 
      no one who seeks God.

God’s logical and reasonable response to sin – judgment:

Romans 2:5 
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed

But there is a solution for this problem - the mercy of Grace from God. This is important to understanding the call to commitment in Romans 12.




Romans 3:25 
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--

 Romans 8:1-4 
1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

Paul sums up his exposition of the Gospel with a doxology, which signals a change in the focus of the rest of the book that follows.

Romans 11:33-36  
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 34 "FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HAS BECOME HIS COUNSELOR?" 35 "OR WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM AND IT SHALL BE REPAID TO HIM?" 36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.
It is in response to this wonderful Gospel and its moving doxology that the stage is set for the second part of the book of Romans. At this point Paul changes from exposition, or explanation, of the doctrine of the mercies of God’s Grace to an exhortation to a logical, reasonable and right response to the mercies of God’s Grace.

We are sinful men deserving God’s wrathful judgment, but because of God’s merciful Grace, He made a way for us to be made right with Him. That way is through sacrifice: the sacrifice of His beloved son sent down from heaven in the likeness of sinful man to be the sacrifice for all mankind accepting the wrath, judgment, and penalty for sin that He did not deserve, but we do. 

And so being saved by Faith (which even that we have only by the mercies of God’s Grace) what are we to do?

That is the subject of the rest of the book of Romans, beginning with Chapter 12 and summarized in verses 1 and 2, a call to commitment.

In Romans Chapter 12 verses 1 and 2 Paul gives us 4 Truths about the role of commitment to God in the Christian life.
1 The Basis of commitment
2 The character of commitment
3 The demands of commitment
4 The effects of commitment
With a good understanding of these Truths about commitment we can begin to embrace a total and unquestioning commitment to Jesus Christ as a wonderful blessing and source of Joy instead of a burden. 


Why would we want to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to Christ anyway? The answer to the question, “what is the basis of our commitment”, is the foundation upon which our commitment is built. If we build our commitment to lives of daily sacrifice to Christ on a weak foundation we will fail, but if we build our commitment on the firm foundation of the mercies of God’s Grace our commitment will persevere.

Romans 12:1 
Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercies

The basis of our commitment to a total and absolute commitment to Christ is the mercies of Grace that God has bestowed on us. Paul has already demonstrated in the first part of Romans, that when we were full of evil and unrighteousness, sinners deserving the wrath of God’s judgment, He made a way for us to be made right with Him. And not just any way, but a way that required a horrific sacrifice be made by His only son, Jesus Christ. God the Father did this because of His Grace of Mercy.

Before Christ gave His life as a sacrifice for our sins, man was required to offer dead animal sacrifices to atone for his sin. However as soon as the sacrifice was made it was a dead sacrifice. It had no lasting effect. When Christ sacrificed His body on the cross, totally out of His Grace and Mercy, He was under no obligation to do so, and when He rose from the dead to live again, after the sacrifice was completed, it was a living sacrifice. The sacrifice Christ made lives on forever and need not ever be repeated. Dead sacrifices are no longer required.

Understanding, meditating on, accepting and taking into the heart, the theology of the mercies of Grace as presented in God’s Word and the nature of the sacrifice Christ made for us, draws us into a deep commitment to God that cannot be accomplished through obedience born of our own willpower.

Christ mercy and Grace are our basis form total and absolute commitment to Him, our living sacrifice.

This brings us to the character of our commitment to Christ:
Romans 12:1 
Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercies, offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – which is your spiritual worship

TOTAL AND REASONABLE COMMITMENT 

The character of our commitment is first to be a total commitment. 

To “offer” or sometimes translated “present” is the Old Testament technical term used for the ritual presentation of a sacrifice. It is an offering brought of our own free will given to honor and glorify our Holy God, in response to the mercies of god’s Grace.

To sacrifice our “bodies” means not just our flesh, but our totality. “Sacrifice” refers to the total consumption of our totality by the sacrificial flames “living…holy…pleasing”. Total consumption into the mercies of God’s Grace does not result in death, but life: a Holy life pleasing to God because those are God’s requirements for sacrifice

This level of commitment is demanded of every Christian. There is no difference in the level of the call to commitment for the pastor, leadership or the laity.

The level of commitment that we seek in response to God’s mercies of Grace is that of presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to God. It is a living sacrifice because it is not a sacrifice that is dead as soon as it is offered. It is a sacrifice that we offer continuously without end. It is an offering of our entire life, not just our bodies, but all of us. That includes our desires, our affections our thoughts our actions our time everything. We offer our lives, not to be consumed on an alter, burned up, but to be consumed daily by total submission and devotion to God, shaped and molded by the Holy Spirit, into the likeness of Jesus Christ, a living testament to His goodness and mercy.
THE REASONABLE COMMITMENT

Verse 1: It is your reasonable service (NKJB); it is your spiritual worship (NIV); 
The living sacrifice is a reasonable commitment. The word for service is sometimes translated worship and that is appropriate in the context surrounding this verse. There are other words translated as service in the bible and in the culture of the day which clearly mean service, such as waiting table. But it is appropriate to translate this word, which is “latreia” for you note takers, as worship and it is translated worship in some versions.  Total commitment for all Christians is reasonable, or logical, because it is consistent with proper understanding of the Gospel Truth as revealed in Christ Jesus. Half-way commitment does not make sense….it is illogical, in the face of the reality of who God is and how wonderful the mercies of His Grace are.

The commentator Sam Shoemaker said it this way: 
“To be a Christian means to give as much of myself as I can to as much of Jesus Christ as I know.” 
This is why when we grow in our knowledge of God we grow in our commitment to God. The more we know about God the better we are able to be fully committed to Him, because His mercy and Grace and His ways are the basis for our commitment.

THE DEMANDS OF COMMITMENT

So what exactly does this commitment look like, presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to Christ look like? How do we make it real in our lives? Well in a word the answer is repentance. Now the word repentance is not in this text, but if repentance is turning away from sin and toward Christ, this text is talking about doing exactly that. Repentance is the act of presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to Christ.  Now we have to be careful how we think about this because that may look very different for a mature Christian than it will for a new believer. However I think that the heart of repentance on a practical level, how do I actually do repentance, is contained in verse 2. It is a two part process. Paul gives us a negative command (turn  away from sin) and a positive command (turn toward Christ).

The negative command: Do not conform to the pattern of this world…

To conform is to fit into a pattern. But it is fitting into a pattern that does not accurately reflect who we really are in our position with God. 

Pattern is a word that has a meaning like “scheme”. Do not be conformed to the evil ways (schemes) of Satan and His world system

John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople in 407 AD described our living sacrifice in a message that he preached on this passage.
 How is the body to become a sacrifice?  Let the eye look on no evil thing, and it has already become a sacrifice.  Let the tongue say nothing filthy, and it has become an offering.  Let your hand do nothing evil, and it has become a whole burnt offering. 

When we choose to turn away from the worthless obsessions of this world, it is not just obedience. It is worship. When we choose not to allow our eye to look on some evil thing it is worship and it allows the Holy Spirit to transform our minds. When we choose not to speak with filthy language or gossip or untruth, it is worship. When we choose not to do some task born of evil self satisfying desire that is a part of the scheme of Satan, it is worship, a sacrifice, a burnt offering unto the Lord. That is a living sacrifice.

This world, or more correctly age, is dominated by Satan. 

We are righteous and Holy through Christ. When we conform to the world’s pattern we are one thing on the outside and another on the inside. It doesn’t work very well and it doesn’t work the other way very well either. Sometimes churches will take nominal Christians, in other words godless pagans who think they might be Christians, and try conforming them to some idea of what a Christian should be. That doesn’t work very well either. 

Don’t conform to the pattern of this world. Don’t try to be a Christian fitted into the pattern of this world. You’ll end up not being either.

I am not saying that we have to write off everything that is of this world. There are some good things in the world. Rather we are to be “discerning” as to when and how the pattern of this world and is in conflict with our ongoing transformation (acceptable service…reasonable worship). We must not be afraid to be different from the world if that is what is demanded by our knowledge of what pleases God. 

It is critical to be able to say a resounding “NO” when the schemes of this world tempt us. The Holy Spirit will not dwell in a house divided or one in which the evil one is allowed to also dwell. To attempt to be transformed into the likeness of Christ while still conforming to the schemes of this evil world will result in great frustration. It will bear no fruit.

Having put off our concern for fitting in to the pattern of this world, we are now prepared to be transformed into the mind of Christ. To have our minds transformed.

This is the positive command: …be  transformed by the renewing of your mind

While being conformed is to give the appearance of an inner self that is different that our true selves, to be transformed is to be truly changed within and then letting that true nature shine through.

Matthew 17:2 and Mark 9:2 the same word that is here translated transformed, is also used to describe Christ transfiguration, when Christ glorious inner essence was allowed to shine through His body. It is the word that we get our word “metamorphosis”.

We also experience a transfiguration as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB) (But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.)

The text says that we must BE transformed. It is passive imperative in the original language, which simply means we are passive in the action (of being transformed) and that the action (of being transformed) is completed apart from our effort. It is the Holy Spirit in response to our submission that transforms us, we do not transform ourselves.

The word BE is also a verb in the present tense, which means NOT that our minds will be transformed or that our minds have been transformed but that our minds are being transformed in this moment. Being transformed by the Holy Spirit in a gradual but ongoing process.

This is really the heart of repentance. Repentance is the process of being transformed; transformed from one who conforms to the pattern or scheme of Satan’s world into one who resembles Jesus Christ. More specifically repentance is the act of submission that takes place when we offer a sacrifice, a living sacrifice of lives of submission to God’s will. 

When we try to determine if the repentance of a brother or sister in Christ is genuine or not, we usually look to see if they fall back into that sin. If they do we doubt their repentance if they do not we usually consider their repentance genuine. A better gauge of genuine repentance is whether or not a person’s life is being transformed into the likeness of Christ, not how far they are along in the process. 

How do we present our lives as a living sacrifice to God?

Repent.

How do we repent?

Stop being conformed (or controlled) by the pattern of this world and be transformed by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

How do we do that? By daily renewing our minds.
Renewing our minds with scripture and meditation on God and His ways. Meditating on God’s mercy of grace that saved us from the judgment of wrath.

Remove the things of this world from before your eyes and replace it with the Word of God. Meditate on the Word and the ways and the character and the mercies of God daily, submit to the power of the Holy Spirit and be transformed.

Do this and it will have a profound effect on your life.

Neglect the Word of God and the commitment will fade.

What is the effect of living a life of sacrifice to the Lord?

Alexander Maclaren says: 
To know beyond doubt what I ought to do, and knowing to do it, seems to me to be heaven on earth, and the man that has it needs but little more.

Wouldn’t we all like to know the will of God? To know it and do it would be heaven on earth. 

Verse 2 …so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.

When we 'sacrifice' our flesh, that is our desire for the passions of this world, and become imitators of Christ we offer a sacrifice that is a reflection of Christ's sacrifice on the cross and like the sacrifice of Christ, it is a sweet and fragrant aroma to God the father

Christ was both God and man. We have both human spirit and the spirit of God living in us. Our human spirit is represented by our bodies. When Christ sacrificed His human body, all that was left was the glorified Christ. This is a picture of our living sacrifice. When we sacrifice our flesh (human spirit) what is left is the spirit of God living in us, transforming us into imitators of Christ.
Is that not amazing? You can just tell the Lord, do with me whatever you will. I am yours to do with, whatever pleases you. I’m just going to sit down here and read Your Word and meditate on what an awesome and good God you are and you do with that whatever you want to. I will not resist. I give it all up into your hand. And you have a promise, that if you do that, your mind will be so transformed into the likeness of Christ, that you will know God’s will and you will know to do it because it will be your desire as well.
TOTAL AND REASONABLE COMMITMENT 

The character of our commitment is first to be a total commitment. 

To “offer” or sometimes translated “present” is the Old Testament technical term used for the ritual presentation of a sacrifice. It is an offering brought of our own free will given to honor and glorify our Holy God, in response to the mercies of god’s Grace.

To sacrifice our “bodies” means not just our flesh, but our totality. “Sacrifice” refers to the total consumption of our totality by the sacrificial flames “living…holy…pleasing”. Total consumption into the mercies of God’s Grace does not result in death, but life: a Holy life pleasing to God because those are God’s requirements for sacrifice

This level of commitment is demanded of every Christian. There is no difference in the level of the call to commitment for the pastor, leadership or the laity.

The level of commitment that we seek in response to God’s mercies of Grace is that of presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to God. It is a living sacrifice because it is not a sacrifice that is dead as soon as it is offered. It is a sacrifice that we offer continuously without end. It is an offering of our entire life, not just our bodies, but all of us. That includes our desires, our affections our thoughts our actions our time everything. We offer our lives, not to be consumed on an alter, burned up, but to be consumed daily by total submission and devotion to God, shaped and molded by the Holy Spirit, into the likeness of Jesus Christ, a living testament to His goodness and mercy.
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The commentator Sam Shoemaker said it this way: 
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This is why when we grow in our knowledge of God we grow in our commitment to God. The more we know about God the better we are able to be fully committed to Him, because His mercy and Grace and His ways are the basis for our commitment.
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So what exactly does this commitment look like, presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to Christ look like? How do we make it real in our lives? Well in a word the answer is repentance. Now the word repentance is not in this text, but if repentance is turning away from sin and toward Christ, this text is talking about doing exactly that. Repentance is the act of presenting our lives as a living sacrifice to Christ.  Now we have to be careful how we think about this because that may look very different for a mature Christian than it will for a new believer. However I think that the heart of repentance on a practical level, how do I actually do repentance, is contained in verse 2. It is a two part process. Paul gives us a negative command (turn  away from sin) and a positive command (turn toward Christ).

The negative command: Do not conform to the pattern of this world…

To conform is to fit into a pattern. But it is fitting into a pattern that does not accurately reflect who we really are in our position with God. 

Pattern is a word that has a meaning like “scheme”. Do not be conformed to the evil ways (schemes) of Satan and His world system

John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople in 407 AD described our living sacrifice in a message that he preached on this passage.
 How is the body to become a sacrifice?  Let the eye look on no evil thing, and it has already become a sacrifice.  Let the tongue say nothing filthy, and it has become an offering.  Let your hand do nothing evil, and it has become a whole burnt offering. 
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This is the positive command: …be  transformed by the renewing of your mind

While being conformed is to give the appearance of an inner self that is different that our true selves, to be transformed is to be truly changed within and then letting that true nature shine through.

Matthew 17:2 and Mark 9:2 the same word that is here translated transformed, is also used to describe Christ transfiguration, when Christ glorious inner essence was allowed to shine through His body. It is the word that we get our word “metamorphosis”.

We also experience a transfiguration as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB) (But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.)

The text says that we must BE transformed. It is passive imperative in the original language, which simply means we are passive in the action (of being transformed) and that the action (of being transformed) is completed apart from our effort. It is the Holy Spirit in response to our submission that transforms us, we do not transform ourselves.

The word BE is also a verb in the present tense, which means NOT that our minds will be transformed or that our minds have been transformed but that our minds are being transformed in this moment. Being transformed by the Holy Spirit in a gradual but ongoing process.

This is really the heart of repentance. Repentance is the process of being transformed; transformed from one who conforms to the pattern or scheme of Satan’s world into one who resembles Jesus Christ. More specifically repentance is the act of submission that takes place when we offer a sacrifice, a living sacrifice of lives of submission to God’s will. 

When we try to determine if the repentance of a brother or sister in Christ is genuine or not, we usually look to see if they fall back into that sin. If they do we doubt their repentance if they do not we usually consider their repentance genuine. A better gauge of genuine repentance is whether or not a person’s life is being transformed into the likeness of Christ, not how far they are along in the process. 

How do we present our lives as a living sacrifice to God?
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How do we repent?
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How do we do that? By daily renewing our minds.
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Remove the things of this world from before your eyes and replace it with the Word of God. Meditate on the Word and the ways and the character and the mercies of God daily, submit to the power of the Holy Spirit and be transformed.

Do this and it will have a profound effect on your life.

Neglect the Word of God and the commitment will fade.

What is the effect of living a life of sacrifice to the Lord?

Alexander Maclaren says: 
To know beyond doubt what I ought to do, and knowing to do it, seems to me to be heaven on earth, and the man that has it needs but little more.

Wouldn’t we all like to know the will of God? To know it and do it would be heaven on earth. 

Verse 2 …so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.

When we 'sacrifice' our flesh, that is our desire for the passions of this world, and become imitators of Christ we offer a sacrifice that is a reflection of Christ's sacrifice on the cross and like the sacrifice of Christ, it is a sweet and fragrant aroma to God the father

Christ was both God and man. We have both human spirit and the spirit of God living in us. Our human spirit is represented by our bodies. When Christ sacrificed His human body, all that was left was the glorified Christ. This is a picture of our living sacrifice. When we sacrifice our flesh (human spirit) what is left is the spirit of God living in us, transforming us into imitators of Christ.
Is that not amazing? You can just tell the Lord, do with me whatever you will. I am yours to do with, whatever pleases you. I’m just going to sit down here and read Your Word and meditate on what an awesome and good God you are and you do with that whatever you want to. I will not resist. I give it all up into your hand. And you have a promise, that if you do that, your mind will be so transformed into the likeness of Christ, that you will know God’s will and you will know to do it because it will be your desire as well.

What a wonderful gift from God.  Not just to be saved from Hell. Not just to be able to have a relationship with Him. But to be made LIKE Him and to think like Him. Truly God’s mercy is amazing and wonderful.


