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Cosmic Treason
Overcoming Evil: Part 8
1 John 3:4-8 

Summary: Our besetting sins are hard to defeat because they don’t seem evil – partly because of a wrong conception of what makes something evil. It has nothing to do with whether it hurts people or how accepted it is.  Sin is lawlessness (rebellion/treason)!  That is why it is evil.  Satan is the original sinner and is devoted to sin.  Jesus appeared to destroy that work.  It is all-out war, and there is no middle ground.  Praise God for destroying Satan’s work in our lives!
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3:4 Everyone doing sin also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one remaining in him sins. Everyone who sins has neither seen him nor known him. 
7 Dear children, do not be led astray. The one doing righteousness is righteous, just as that one is righteous. 8 The one doing sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works. 9 All those having been born of God do not sin, because His seed remains in him; he is not able to sin, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Everyone who does not do righteousness is not from God; nor is anyone not loving his brother. 

Introduction: Why is overcoming sin so hard?
There are certain sins in your life that are especially hard for you to overcome.  You do fine in other areas, but for some reason those particular sins just seem impossible for you to overcome.  Why?  Other people don’t seem to have as much trouble as you do in those areas – why is it so hard for you?  One reason for that has to do with the way we think about sin.
If you want to grow a church really fast, one almost sure-fire way to do it is to minimize sin.  Do not come right out and so it is OK to sin, but just treat sin as though it were no big deal.  Make it so people living in unrepentant sin can come to your church and be made to feel like everything is OK between them and God.  Do that and you will run out of parking in a matter of weeks.  
We grieve over that trend in unfaithful churches of taking sin lightly.  But what should cause us to grieve even more is the fact that we are guilty of something very similar.  It is one of the main reasons why we struggle with the particular sins we struggle with.  At the moment of temptation our souls are not convinced that this particular sin is really all that bad.  We tell ourselves all day long that it is evil and wicked and vile, but it seems no matter how much we say that to ourselves, at the moment of temptation the soul just is not convinced.
Faulty definitions of sin
The Apostle John is going to help us in our fight against sin in this passage by teaching us what sin is, and what makes it bad.  He is going to show us what it is that makes sin evil, and when we see that it will help us fight against those sins that have been such a struggle for us.
The world is hopelessly confused on this point.  They have no idea what makes sin sin.  If naturalistic evolution is true, then Hitler was right - the only meaningful standard for good and evil would be that which hinders or does not hinder evolution.  And so virtue means killing off the weak people so they don’t pollute the gene pool.  But most people do not accept that even though they claim to believe in evolution.
And so if you press them for a definition of evil usually they say, “Evil is whatever hurts people.”  That is why they laugh at God’s laws that prohibit what they think are “victimless crimes.”  They say, “If I do this in the privacy of my own bedroom, who’s it going to hurt?  There is no victim, and therefore it isn’t evil.  And if it is evil, it is not very evil – certainly not as evil as those crimes that really do hurt people.”
It is not very hard to show how inadequate that definition is, because not all pain is evil.  We pay surgeons thousands of dollars to cut us open with a knife.  Surgery hurts, and yet surgeons who hurt us in order to repair what is wrong in our bodies are not considered evil – they are heroes.
If there is a vicious, murderous rapist running lose in your neighborhood, and he is just about to kidnap your daughter, and right when he is just a couple feet away from grabbing her a police officer tackles him to the ground and puts handcuffs on him and locks him up in prison, that hurts the man and creates all kinds of hardships for the man and may not be in that man’s best interests; and yet we don’t say that police officer is evil – we call him a hero. 
One woman in our congregation is currently training for an ironman triathlon, where you swim 2.4 miles, then bike 112 miles, and run a marathon (26 miles) all in one race.  Here you have a woman who is inflicting pain on herself.  Is that evil?  No.  We admire disciplined athletes who can do that sort of thing.
So it just does not work to define evil as that which hurts people.  And so if you shoot down that definition then usually the only other one they can think of is this: “Evil is whatever the society agrees upon as being evil.  When the whole culture agrees something is bad, that makes it bad.  And when they all say something is good, then it’s good.”
That theory is even flimsier than the other one.  By that theory, the slavery system in America used to be morally good.  When most of the people agreed it was good, and the Supreme Court said it was good, that made it good.  And when foot binding was accepted in China, that means it was morally good.  And when human sacrifice or bride burning or infanticide are accepted in some culture, those things become morally good.  And when most Germans agreed with Hitler, then Hitler was virtuous.  The “popular vote” method of determining virtue fails because there is no escaping the fact that entire cultures can be immoral.  So the world’s definitions of good and evil fall apart.
Now, as Christians we look at all that and shake our heads and think, How can people in the world be so foolish?  And yet, that very foolishness finds its way into our hearts much more than we care to admit.  The last time you caved in to some sin, and part of the rationalization in your heart was, “This isn’t going to hurt anybody,” or “Most people wouldn’t think there is anything wrong with this – lots of people struggle with this” – when you think that way you are walking in the same darkness as the world when it comes to understanding the definition of sin and what it is that makes sin a bad thing.
Review
One of the main reasons why John wrote this book was to help us conquer sin.

1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

The entire book helps us with that, and especially the section starting with 2:12.  He began by showing us that we have the advantage over Satan.  Then he said, “Don’t give up that advantage by falling in love with the enemy.”  Don’t love the things in the world.  Then he started presenting us with a picture of the end time – the big war between Christ and the anti-Christs.  And the way we stay on the right side of that war is by letting His Word remain in us.
Then last week John helped us in our fight against sin by teaching us about hope.  We saw in verses 2-3 that the great hope of the Christian is that Day when we see the Lord face to face and are transformed.  That is the greatest hope there is.  Whatever you have imagined to be the most magnificent hope possible – the most pleasurable, delightful, enjoyable heaven you can imagine – nothing anyone could ever conceive of would be as enjoyable or delightful or thrilling as seeing the attributes of the Lord Jesus Christ with unhindered ability to appreciate what is wonderful about them.  On that day when you see and experience His love it will fill you with a sensation a million times more wonderful than the best experience of love you have ever had on earth.  When you see His power on that Day you will experience awe and wonder beyond anything you’ve ever imagined.  When you experience Him as your refuge you will feel a sensation of safety and well-being more delightful than anything you have ever felt.  When you behold His wisdom it will interest you more than anything has ever interested you.  And the same is true for all of His hundreds of attributes.  Seeing them will be enough to make you happy forever.
And when we make that our great hope it purifies us from sin even now.  We do not just fight against sin because sin is a no-no.  We fight against it because if the hope of our lives is to behold and experience what God is like, then obviously we are going to want to behold and experience that now as well.
So how do you defeat sin?  You understand your advantage, you fight against falling in love with the world, you let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, and you set your hope on the Day when you will see Him as He is.  That brings us up to today’s text.  Now John is going to give us a fifth strategy.  In this text we are going to see how having a correct understanding of what sin actually is and what makes it evil is one of the most important keys to overcoming sin.  This text will help you see the evil of those sins that just do not seem evil to you.

Sin is lawlessness! 

4 Everyone doing sin also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
Tautology?
“You’re kidding me.  That’s suppose to help me?  Sin is lawlessness?”  Isn’t that a tautology – like saying, “A house is a house,” or, “A single man is a bachelor”?  Sin and lawlessness are used as synonyms in Scripture - what is the point of telling us that sin is lawlessness?  Does John expect that someone is going to read that and think, Oh – If something is just sin I would have just gone ahead thinking it was no big deal, but if it turns out it’s lawlessness, well, then I’m not going to do it?  How does knowing that sin is lawlessness help me overcome sin?
The meaning of lawlessness (it’s a war!)
The answer to that question becomes evident as you look into the meaning of the word lawlessness.  Sometimes the word is used almost as a synonym for sin.  But many times it is used to refer not to sin in general, but specifically to rebellion against God, who is the Lawgiver.  It refers to a hostility against God, and a siding with Satan against God.  That is why the antichrist is called the man of lawlessness.  It is not just that he commits sin.  He is the man of lawlessness in that he is on the devil’s side in the war between God and Satan.  So when you see the word “lawlessness” in an end-time context then you can usually be assured that this is the way it is being used.  And this section of John is very much an end-times passage.  In 2:28 John talked about the Second Coming.  In 3:2 he talked about Jesus’ appearing and our seeing Him as He is and being transformed.  And earlier in chapter 2 he spoke at length about the fact that we know it is the last days because of the arrival of the antichrists.
So John has been talking about the war between Christ and those who oppose Him, and then here uses a word that often refers to the rebellion of those who oppose God in the end times.  And on top of that is another little clue.  In the Greek there is a definite article in front of the word “lawlessness.”  So it literally says, “Sin is the lawlessness.”  Not just lawlessness in general, but specifically the lawlessness – the end-times Satanic rebellion against God.
So the point here is that the thing that makes sin evil is the fact that it is rebellion and treason against God.  It is siding with Satan.  We will have success in our fight against sin in our lives when we learn what it is that makes something virtuous or evil.  What makes something evil is whether it is for or against God – period.  And the measure of how serious a sin is is how much God hates it – period.  So John helps us to learn how to see the evil of our sin by showing us that when we sin it is not just that we slipped up, made a mistake, failed to have enough strength, etc.  When we sin we join forces with the supreme enemy of God – Satan himself.

Satan’s mission
The meaning of “works”
Now let’s think through what that means.  Skip down for a moment to verse 8.

8 …The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works.

John uses the word “works” in the sense of a mission in life.

John 4:34 "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
John 17:4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. See also 5:36,9:4.

Jesus came into this world with a mission, given to Him by the Father.  Jesus’ mission in life was called His works.  And I am convinced John is using the word works in the same sense here – to refer to the Devil’s mission in life.  The reason the Son of God came into this world was to destroy the Devil’s life work – to oppose the Devil in carrying out his evil mission in life.
So the picture is not of random skirmishes from time to time.  This is a long-term, full-scale war. 
Satan’s works
If you want to get a handle on what Satan’s works are, you get a good idea just from the titles Scripture gives him.  The devil’s name is “Satan” which is the Hebrew word for enemy. When you get to Job you discover there is one particular evil spirit who is called “the enemy” (Hebrew SATAN).  The other passage is Zechariah 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?"
	The word actually appears four times in that passage. You get the feeling from the setting of the vision with the angel of the LORD that this is not just some random human enemy, but it is the Enemy that we saw in Job. 
As a result of those passages, the Hebrew word for enemy (SATAN, !j'êF') becomes a personal name for our supreme spiritual enemy in the New Testament. In the New Testament, even though they are writing in Greek, they don’t use the Greek word for enemy (antidikos) – they use the Hebrew word “satan” (36 times).  And beyond his name, he is called a number of other things. 
He is called “the devil,” which means “the slanderer.”  
He is called the tempter (Mt.4:5; 1 Thes.3:5)
The evil One (Mt.13:19,38; 1 Jn.2:13-14; 3:12, 5:18); 
The deceiver (Rev.12:9); 
The thief (Jn.10:10)
The father of lies (Jn.8:44); 
Murderer (Jn.8:44); 
Ruler of the authority of the air (Eph.2:2), 
The god of this age (2 Co.4:4), and 
The ruler of this world (Jn.12:31)  
Those names make it clear what Satan’s works are.  He does all those things.  Jesus said he comes to steal, kill, and destroy. (Jn.10:10)
Look down at verse 8.

8 The one doing sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.

The fact that Satan has been sinning from the beginning shows that he is the originator and father of sin.  That is why John can say anyone carrying out sin is of the devil.  Satan invented sin, and he is the one using it to carry out his purposes.  In Genesis 1-4 God created everything good, then the serpent tempted Eve, leading to the fall.  And that led to the first murder and from then until now it has been all out war between Satan and God.
In Mathew 13:24-30 Jesus told a parable about a farmer whose enemy comes and actually sows weed seeds throughout all his fields.  If you have ever been around a farm you know that is not just a prank.  That would destroy that farmer’s income for the entire year.  And in verse 39 Jesus says the enemy who sows [the weeds] is the devil.  The Farmer is God.  The point of that is that the devil’s goal is to ruin the work of God.  That is his mission in life.  In Acts 13:10 we read that he is the enemy of everything that is right.
His one goal is to destroy the work of God.  And he does that mainly by attacking the Church.  He knows that it is through the Church that God has chosen to do His work on earth.  And so his main attack is against us.  He fights us in numerous ways.
	Holding unbelievers captive

He does all he can to prevent unbelievers from becoming saved.  He blinds their minds so they cannot understand the gospel (2 Cor.4:4), and then he snatches the gospel right out of their heart like a bird picking up seed off a hardened path.
	Temptation

He works to entice those of us who are saved to sin.  He tries to fill our hearts, like he did with Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5.  He puts thoughts into our heads that make sin seem desirable.  He provides us with rationalizations to make sin seem OK.  He turns our attention toward the pleasure connected with sin.  He clouds our thinking about the truth.  He points our desires in the direction of evil.
	Deceit 

He appears as an angel of light (2 Cor.11:14), and comes up with doctrines (1 Tim.4:1) and deep secrets (Rev.2:24) that seem so good and right and appealing to us.  He deceives us into thinking the hunger and thirst pangs in our souls are really hunger and thirst for earthly pleasures instead of for the presence of God.   He tricks us and outwits us and sets traps for us with his schemes (1 Tim.3:7, Eph.6:11, 2 Tim.2:11).  He tries to gain a place in your heart by tricking you into staying angry or holding a grudge (Eph.4:27).  And he does all he can to take you captive to do his will.
	Unbelief 

He attacks our faith.  He introduces doubts into our minds, or just distracts us so we don’t remember to think about God’s promises. 
	Discouragement 

He is the accuser, and he does all he can to destroy us with our own guilt.
	Opposition 

As we seek to serve God in the work of the kingdom Satan hinders us.  Everything we try to do he tries to prevent. 

1Thessalonians 2:18 For we wanted to come to you … but Satan stopped us.

What we try to do he works to prevent, and when we do accomplish something he tries to hit the “undo” button on it.  In 1 Thessalonians 3:5 Paul was afraid that all his work with the Thessalonians would be rendered useless because of the tempter. 
	Suffering 

He incites persecution (Rev.2:10), and he uses the regular trials of life to sift us like wheat (Lk.22:31).  He inflicts pain and suffering upon us and then tries to use that to weaken our faith or corrupt our love for God through a misinterpretation of the suffering (2 Cor.12:7).
And the one who does all this is incredibly powerful.  He is the ruler of the spiritual powers, authorities and demons.  And all non-Christians – every last one of them is in his lap doing his work.  So he organizes all the demons and unbelievers to carry out his plans.  Beyond that he has supernatural power.  2 Thessalonians 2:9 says he can even do miracles and signs and wonders if it suits his purposes. 

Jude 1:9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"

Satan is an incredibly powerful adversary.

Jesus’ Mission 
Jesus came to fight against sin (v.5)
That is not exhaustive, but it is a summary of the devil’s works.  And this text says Jesus came to destroy all that.

4 …sin is lawlessness 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away sins. And in him is no sin. 

This is all-out war.  Satan pours all his vast resources into causing and Jesus came to take away sin.
There is some discussion about whether this is talking about taking away the guilt of our sin through forgiveness or taking away sins themselves through sanctification – causing us to sin less.  I think it is referring to both.  Christ came to fight against sin from top to bottom – the actions themselves as well as the guilt and penalty.
The point is that He is totally against sin.  And there is no sin in Him.  He fights against sin and sin is antithetical to His very nature.
When they ask the Miss America contestants about their goals, they always say they want to bring world peace or end hunger, etc.  And we chuckle at that because not even the most resourceful Miss America winner have ever had anywhere near the power or influence required to end war or world hunger – or to even make a dent in those things.  But they say that not because they actually have the power to pull it off, but because they want us to be impressed with how wonderful and lofty their intensions and desires are.  But are those really lofty goals?
There was a man who actually did have enough power to do all that.  Jesus Christ, with one word from His mouth, could have eliminated all war, hunger, disease, suffering, and death everywhere in the world.  (In fact the Day is coming when He will do just that.)  But if He was in an interview and they asked Him what His loftiest goals are, none of those things would be on the list.  Jesus had a much higher, much loftier mission than eliminating suffering and death.  What Jesus came into this world to eliminate was sin.  If you eliminate sin, in doing so you also eliminate suffering and death.  But if all you do is eliminate suffering and death and you do nothing about evil, you have accomplished nothing.  So fighting against sin is not a side issue for Jesus Christ; it is the reason He came into this world.

No Middle ground 
And so throughout this text John does everything he can to make as clear a distinction as possible between the two sides.  There is absolutely no middle ground.

7 Dear children, do not be led astray. The one doing righteousness is righteous, just as that one is righteous. 8 The one doing sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works.

You are on Jesus’ side or the devil’s side – there is no neutral in this war.  If you are doing righteousness, you are at Jesus’ side destroying the devil’s work.  And if you are not doing righteousness then you are at the devil’s side fighting against Jesus’ work.  And those are the only two possibilities – either you are carrying out righteousness or you are not.  In Matthew 16:23 we find that any time you do not have in mind the purposes of God, you are acting on Satan’s behalf.., which means that every moment of every day you are either accomplishing God’s purposes or Satan’s.  When Peter did not have in mind the purposes of God Jesus called him Satan.
So every time you sin you are fighting against Jesus.  When someone close to you does something that is irritating, and you hold it against them instead of forgiving, you are fighting against Jesus Christ.  When you fail to do what you know God wants you to do as a husband or as a wife, you are fighting against Jesus Christ.  When you fudge the truth so people won’t look down on you or so someone will be impressed with you, or to save a little money – you are fighting right along Satan’s side against the Holy One.  When you entertain evil thoughts – resentment, anger, prideful thoughts, selfish thoughts, lust, etc; you are joining Satan’s army and taking up arms against the Lord Jesus Christ.
Treason!
So what is it that makes sin so bad?  The fact that it hurts people?  No.  The fact that society agrees it is bad?  No.  The fact that it harms you?  No.  The consequences?  No.  What makes it bad is the fact that it is cosmic treason in the most important war there is.
When we think armed robbery is especially sinful because it hurts people, but secret pride in the heart is not as serious because it does not harm anybody, that is a man-centered perspective.  Sin is not sin because of its effect on man.  What makes it evil is the fact that it is against God.

Ultimate good vs. evil
One of the current trends in movies that I think is especially harmful is when they try to get you to root for a bad guy just because he is not as bad as the really bad guy.  In large measure Hollywood has abandoned the pure “good vs. evil” storyline, because they think it is not realistic.  It is too much of a fairy tale.  But what they don’t realize is the most real war there is is the conflict between God and Satan.  And that is a conflict between the most hideous and wicked evil and the most beautiful and glorious and delightful good.  What is unrealistic and silly, foolish fantasy is Hollywood’s idea that evil is actually OK or even good if it is compared with worse evil.  They make movies like that to justify the evil in their own hearts.  But that is the ultimate fairy tale.  Reality is that perfect good is fighting against total wickedness, and all unbelievers are on the side of wickedness all the time, and at any given moment Christians are fighting for one side or the other.

War illustration
I want you to imagine for a moment that over the next several years you and I witness Armageddon.  And imagine that it unfolds this way: A world leader arises who develops a mind-control invention that he puts out through the airways on TV and radio.  When people are exposed to it they become brainwashed and are easily influenced by this leader’s rhetoric.  And as soon as that happens they willingly and enthusiastically take up arms begin fighting for this guy, and are even willing to die for his cause.
He unites the Muslim world and the Communist world.  Most Muslims today do not really buy in to a literal reading of the Koran in the parts that call for killing the infidels.  But imagine that this leader inspires the great majority of all the millions of Muslims around the world to take the Koran literally, and take up arms against Christians.  And that vast network of nations along with all the terrorist organizations around the world, join forces with the two largest standing armies in the world.  Right now the largest army is the Chinese army, with 1.6 million troops.  Not far behind them is North Korea, with close to a million.  The United States’ Army is #6 in the world - only about a half million.  (Believe it or not, Pakistan has a larger army than we do).  So imagine China and Russia and all the communist countries joining forces with all the Muslim countries and the terrorist organizations – all united under one leader who is a military genius.  And country by country he starts taking over the whole world.  He takes over India, which adds another million-plus man army, and moves through Europe and Africa and Asia and South America...
The United States sees what is happening and sends our military overseas to fight him, but in every single battle the US is quickly and decisively defeated.   No matter what strategy we take, we get creamed every time.  In a matter of just a few years he has taken over the every country in the world except the US.  And now the big invasion begins.  They come from the east and west coasts, from Canada and Mexico and from the air all at the same time.
The situation seems hopeless.  You and your family are hunkered down in your basement in mortal fear.  You are terrified, because you have seen on TV the unspeakable horrors that take place when these invaders come in.  They hate the United States and have stated ahead of time that they are not interested in taking any prisoners.  They are going to come in and torture, beat, rape, and terrorize us, and then kill us.
But just before they arrive you start hearing about this one American general who has actually had success against them.  He is the only one in the whole world who has.  He uses completely different techniques – techniques that seem counter-intuitive at first, and that are totally different from the normal strategies of warfare, but that really do work.  Every battle he has fought using these techniques, he has won.
The problem is this world-leader has taken over the TV networks in the United States and set up a channel to broadcast his mind-control invention.  If you tune in to channel 55, in a matter of moments you will be brainwashed and will start fighting against the good general.
Meanwhile the good general is going around raising an army to defend against the big attack.  When he comes to your house you sign up before the words are even out of his mouth.  And everybody else is doing the same.
And finally the invasion comes and at every single front this general’s army successfully repels the enemy.  At one point you ask the general why he doesn’t make a full assault on the enemy and wipe him out completely.  And he tells you that he first wants to get back as many of the brainwashed people as possible.  And when that is done, then he will wipe the world leader and his army out.
The reason I ask you to imagine that scenario is not because I believe that is what will happen at the battle of Armageddon.  In fact I am quite sure that is not what will happen.  There is no reason to believe the United States will play any role in the battle of Armageddon unless it is one of the nations that comes to fight against God’s people.   The point of my little story is not to suggest anything about what is going to happen in the future.  The point of that story is to illustrate what already is happening right now.  It is a metaphor.  The huge, evil army illustrates Satan and all the forces of evil.  The General illustrates the Lord Jesus Christ, who came into this world to destroy the works of the devil.  And the army that this general is gathering illustrates the Church – Christians. 
And what John is teaching us in this passage is this: After many years of fighting for this general, a new generation grows up and starts taking over the fight.  And one day you hear a group of these young people having a discussion.  One of them says, “Hey, why don’t we ever watch channel 55?”  And you are shocked when you hear some of the answers.
“It’s bad for your ears.”
“You shouldn’t watch that channel because it uses up too much electricity.” 
“55 is an evil number.”
“Watching that channel is bad because it wears out your remote clicking through that many channels.” 
And you’re appalled and you stand up and say “No, no, no!  We don’t watch that channel because to do so would be treason!  It would be suicide!  It would be a decision to join the most evil empire there has ever been, and to fight against the greatest, most wonderful general there has ever been.”
And everywhere you look you see young people – one after another after another, caving in to the temptation to watch channel 55 because they do not understand what is so bad about it.  They think, “So what if I wear out the remote?  That’s not the end of the world.  Who cares if I use a little extra electricity?”  They don’t understand what is at stake – they don’t understand what is so bad about turning on channel 55, and so they can’t resist the temptation.  
Folks, we are in an actual war, as real as any war has ever been, and the enemy we are fighting against is more powerful and far more vicious and infinitely more wicked than the world ruler in my story.  And there is much, much, much more at stake than just people being brutalized and raped and killed.
And there really is a channel 55, and it is called sin.  And if your reasons for avoiding that channel are too small, then you won’t avoid it because it really is alluring. 
Do not stay away from sin mainly because it hurts people, or because it harms you, or because it is a big no-no.  Stay away from sin because it is cosmic treason.  Sin is not bad mainly because it hurts people.  It is bad because it is taking up arms against the 
purist, 
holiest, 
most righteous, 
most beautiful, 
most generous, 
most loving, 
wisest, 
most benevolent, and 
most deserving, worthy being in existence.
Sin is bad because it opposes the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why there is no such thing as a small sin.  Some sins have massive earthly consequences.  Other sins seem to have no earthly consequences.  But earthly consequences are not the measure of evil.  All sin is cosmic treason against the Lord Jesus Christ who came into this world and laid down His life to fight against Satan.

Our Deliverer! 
That is the point of this text.  In your fight against sin, remember this one thing: sin is lawlessness. 
But before we finish let’s close out our time just rejoicing about the fact that Jesus appeared in this world to destroy the work of the devil.  Jesus Christ is in the process of destroying the devil’s work in your life.  Satan tempts and entices you, and works to draw you into sin, away from the Lord.  Satan deceives us and takes advantage of our sinful gullibility – the inclinations of our hearts that are yearning to be tricked so they can indulge in evil.  Satan puts evil thoughts in your head, and provides rationalizations for why it would be OK to think about them.  And most of all the devil fights against you when you seek God.  He does all he can to make sure you are too tired to rise early in the morning.  He bombards you with distractions.  He tries to cover your eyes to God’s glory, so you will not find His Word delightful and satisfying.  He introduces doubts into your mind when God’s Word makes great claims.  And what you do believe he distracts you from so you forget to think about it.  He tries to trick you into holding grudges.  He feeds the fires of envy and greed and lust and selfishness in your flesh.  He is eager to sift you as wheat with the most painful suffering he can heap upon you.  He does all he can to hinder and ruin and undo your work in God’s kingdom.  And when you stumble, he is all over you with merciless effort to discourage and destroy you with your own guilt.
All that is being done by a being far more powerful than you – an evil being who is absolutely merciless.  Think of how absolutely helpless and ruined you would be at his hands if not for the Lord Jesus Christ coming and destroying his works!  In His great mercy He rescues us even when we so many times willingly give ourselves over to the enemy in cosmic treason against Him.  He accepts our repentance and restores us!  He takes back what the devil steals.
We intentionally wander into the territory of temptation, and then fall, and Jesus Christ still forgives.  Time and time again He rescues us from Satan’s clutches when we have voluntarily given ourselves to him.  We allow the chains to be placed on our wrists and still Jesus breaks us free.  We allow ourselves to be deceived, in His great mercy He enlighten us by His Holy Spirit and shows us the truth.  When Satan tugs on your sinful gullibility, Jesus tugs back on the righteousness of your new nature.  Satan puts evil thoughts into my head, but the Lord provides the grace to dismiss those thoughts, and His Spirit gives you true, noble, right, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy things to think about, and He enables you to set your heart on things above. 
He exposes the folly of our rationalizations, and when our hearts are inclined away from Him, instead of the blows we deserve in hell He woos our hearts and draws us back to Him.  He sustains you with His great and precious promises, and He works in you to will and to act so that your heart desires to seek Him.  And when we seek, even with our lame, tepid, distracted, weak efforts, He so often allows Himself to be found by us.  When the enemy seeks to shut our eyes to God’s glory, Jesus Christ causes His glory to shine right through your closed eyelids.  What Satan puts to death in you Christ re-awakens.  What Satan steals Jesus takes back.  As the devil fuels the fires of sin in your flesh Jesus Christ douses those fires with love for God, and He stokes the flames of righteousness and love and zeal for His name.  After Satan sifts you as wheat with agonizing suffering, the Good Shepherd restores your soul and makes you lie down in green pastures and leads you beside quiet waters so that you might strengthen your brothers.  Satan’s efforts to hinder the work of the ministry cannot stand against the awesome, mighty power of Christ’s right arm, that lays low the nations and that sends the enemy fleeing in fear.  And when he tries to kick you when you are down and destroy you with your own guilt, Jesus Christ – the atoning sacrifice for your sin – is your refuge and shield and fortress.  He guards you and does not allow more blows than you can take.  He picks you up and restores strength to you and puts the sword you have cast away back in your hand, and He remains by your side in the battle.  The enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy; but the Son of God laid down His life to protect His sheep.  And even when the murderer succeeds, He restores and renews, because He is the Author of life.  That is what our Lord is doing.  Let us be loyal in this war.

Benediction: Heb.12:28-29  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire."  

Devotionals
Day 1: Review

1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

The entire book helps us defeat sin, and especially the section starting with 2:12.  John began by showing us that we have the advantage over Satan.  Then he said, “Don’t give up that advantage by falling in love with the enemy.”  Don’t love the things in the world.  Then he started presenting us with a picture of the end time – the big war between Christ and the anti-Christs.  And the way we stay on the right side of that war is by letting His Word remain in us.
In the last study John helped us in our fight against sin by teaching us about hope.  We saw in verses 2-3 that the great hope of the Christian is that Day when we see the Lord face to face and are transformed.  That is the greatest hope there is.  Whatever you have imagined to be the most magnificent hope possible – the most pleasurable, delightful, enjoyable heaven you can imagine – nothing anyone could ever conceive of would be as enjoyable or delightful or thrilling as seeing the attributes of the Lord Jesus Christ with unhindered ability to appreciate what is wonderful about them.  On that day when you see and experience His love it will fill you with a sensation a million times more wonderful than the best experience of love you have ever had on earth.  When you see His power on that Day you will experience awe and wonder beyond anything you have ever imagined.  When you experience Him as your refuge you will feel a sensation of safety and well-being more delightful than anything you have ever felt.  When you behold His wisdom it will interest you more than anything has ever interested you.  And the same is true for all of His hundreds of attributes.  Seeing them will be enough to make you happy forever.
And when we make that our great hope it purifies us from sin even now.  We don’t just fight against sin because sin is a no-no.  We fight against it because if the hope of our lives is to behold and experience what God is like, then obviously we are going to want to behold and experience that now as well.
So how do you defeat sin?  You understand your advantage, you fight against falling in love with the world, you let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, and you set your hope on the Day when you will see Him as He is.

Day 2: Sin is Lawlessness!
1 John 3:4 Everyone doing sin also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

How does knowing that sin is lawlessness help me overcome sin?  The answer to that question becomes evident as you look into the meaning of the word lawlessness.  Sometimes the word is used almost as a synonym for sin.  But many times it is used to refer not to sin in general, but specifically to rebellion against God, who is the Lawgiver.  It refers to a hostility against God, and a siding with Satan against God.  That is why the antichrist is called the man of lawlessness.  It is not just that he commits sin.  He is the man of lawlessness in that he is on the devil’s side in the war between God and Satan.  So when you see the word “lawlessness” in an end-time context then you can usually be assured that this is the way it is being used.  And this section of John is very much an end-times passage.  In 2:28 John talked about the Second Coming.  In 3:2 he talked about Jesus’ appearing and our seeing Him as He is and being transformed.  And earlier in chapter 2 he spoke at length about the fact that we know it is the last days because of the arrival of the antichrists. 
So John has been talking about the war between Christ and those who oppose Him, and then here uses a word that often refers to the rebellion of those who oppose God in the end times.  And on top of that is another little clue.  In the Greek there is a definite article in front of the word “lawlessness.”  So it literally says, “Sin is the lawlessness.”  Not just lawlessness in general, but specifically the lawlessness – the end-times Satanic rebellion against God.
So the point here is that the thing that makes sin evil is the fact that it is rebellion and treason against God.  It is siding with Satan.  We will have success in our fight against sin in our lives when we learn what it is that makes something virtuous or evil.  What makes something evil is whether it is for or against God – period.  And the measure of how serious a sin is is how much God hates it – period.  So John helps us to learn how to see the evil of our sin by showing us that when we sin it is not just that we slipped up, made a mistake, failed to have enough strength, etc.  When we sin we join forces with the supreme enemy of God – Satan himself.

Day 3: Satan’s Mission

1 John 3:8 …The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works.

John uses the word “works” in the sense of a mission in life.  The reason the Son of God came into this world was to destroy the Devil’s life work – to oppose the Devil in carrying out his evil mission in life.  So the picture is not of random skirmishes from time to time.  This is a long-term, full scale war. 
In Matthew 13:24-30 Jesus told a parable about a farmer whose enemy comes and actually sows weed seeds throughout all his fields.  And in verse 39 Jesus says the enemy who sows [the weeds] is the devil.  The Farmer is God.  The point of that is that the devil’s goal is to ruin the work of God.  That is his mission in life.  In Acts 13:10 we read that he is the enemy of everything that is right.
His one goal is to destroy the work of God.  And he does that mainly by attacking the Church.
	Holding unbelievers captive

He does all he can to prevent unbelievers from becoming saved.  He blinds their minds so they can’t understand the gospel (2 Cor.4:4), and then he snatches the gospel right out of their heart like a bird picking up seed off a hardened path.
	Temptation

He works to entice those of us who are saved to sin.  He tries to fill our hearts, like he did with Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5.  He puts thoughts into our heads that make sin seem desirable.  He provides us with rationalizations to make sin seem OK.  He turns our attention toward the pleasure connected with sin.  He clouds our thinking about the truth.  He points our desires in the direction of evil.
	Deceit 

He appears as an angel of light (2 Cor.11:14), and comes up with doctrines (1 Tim.4:1) and deep secrets (Rev.2:24) that seem so good and right and appealing to us.  He deceives us into thinking the hunger and thirst pangs in our souls are really hunger and thirst for earthly pleasures instead of for the presence of God.  He tricks us and outwits us and sets traps for us with his schemes (1 Tim.3:7, Eph.6:11, 2 Tim.2:11).  He tries to gain a place in your heart by tricking you into staying angry or holding a grudge (Eph.4:27).  And he does all he can to take you captive to do his will.
	Unbelief 

He attacks our faith.  He introduces doubts into our minds, or just distracts us so we don’t remember to think about God’s promises.
	Discouragement 

He is the accuser, and he does all he can to destroy us with our own guilt.
	Opposition 

As we seek to serve God in the work of the kingdom Satan hinders us.  Everything we try to do he tries to prevent. 

1Thessalonians 2:18 For we wanted to come to you … but Satan stopped us.

What we try to do he works to prevent, and when we do accomplish something he tries to hit the “undo” button on it.  In 1 Thessalonians 3:5 Paul was afraid that all his work with the Thessalonians would be rendered useless because of the tempter. 
	Suffering 

He incites persecution (Rev.2:10), and he uses the regular trials of life to sift us like wheat (Lk.22:31).  He inflicts pain and suffering upon us and then tries to use that to weaken our faith or corrupt our love for God through a misinterpretation of the suffering (2 Cor.12:7).

1 John 3:4 …sin is lawlessness 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away sins. And in him is no sin. 

This is all-out war.  Satan pours all his vast resources into causing and Jesus came to take away sin.
There is some discussion about whether this is talking about taking away the guilt of our sin through forgiveness or taking away sins themselves through sanctification – causing us to sin less.  I think it is referring to both.  Christ came to fight against sin from top to bottom – the actions themselves as well as the guilt and penalty.
The point is that He is totally against sin.  And there is no sin in Him.  He fights against sin and sin is antithetical to His very nature.
When they ask the Miss America contestants about their goals, they always say they want to bring world peace or end hunger, etc.  And we chuckle at that because not even the most resourceful Miss America winner have ever had anywhere near the power or influence required to end war or world hunger – or to even make a dent in those things.  But they say that not because they actually have the power to pull it off, but because they want us to be impressed with how wonderful and lofty their intensions and desires are.  But are those really lofty goals?
There was a man who actually did have enough power to do all that.  Jesus Christ, with one word from His mouth, could have eliminated all war, hunger, disease, suffering, and death everywhere in the world.  (In fact the Day is coming when He will do just that.)  But if He was in an interview and they asked Him what His loftiest goals are, none of those things would be on the list.  Jesus had a much higher, much loftier mission than eliminating suffering and death.  What Jesus came into this world to eliminate was sin.  If you eliminate sin, in doing so you also eliminate suffering and death.  But if all you do is eliminate suffering and death and you do nothing about evil, you have accomplished nothing.  So fighting against sin is not a side issue for Jesus Christ; it is the reason He came into this world.

Day 4: Treason!
Throughout this text John does everything he can to make as clear a distinction as possible between the two sides.  There is absolutely no middle ground.

1 John 3:7 Dear children, do not be led astray. The one doing righteousness is righteous, just as that one is righteous. 8 The one doing sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's works.

You are on Jesus’ side or the devil’s side – there is no neutral in this war.  If you are doing righteousness, you are at Jesus’ side destroying the devil’s work.  And if you are not doing righteousness then you are at the devil’s side fighting against Jesus’ work.  And those are the only two possibilities – either you are carrying out righteousness or you are not.  In Matthew 16:23 we find that any time you do not have in mind the purposes of God, you are acting on Satan’s behalf.., which means that every moment of every day you are either accomplishing God’s purposes or Satan’s.  When Peter did not have in mind the purposes of God Jesus called him Satan.
So every time you sin you are fighting against Jesus.  When someone close to you does something that is irritating, and you hold it against them instead of forgiving, you are fighting against Jesus Christ.  When you fail to do what you know God wants you to do as a husband or as a wife, you are fighting against Jesus Christ.  When you fudge the truth so people won’t look down on you or so someone will be impressed with you, or to save a little money – you are fighting right along Satan’s side against the Holy One.  When you entertain evil thoughts – resentment, anger, prideful thoughts, selfish thoughts, lust, etc. – you are joining Satan’s army and taking up arms against the Lord Jesus Christ.  So what is it that makes sin so bad?  The fact that it hurts people?  No.  The fact that society agrees it’s bad?  No.  The fact that it harms you?  No.  The consequences?  No.  What makes it bad is the fact that it is cosmic treason in the most important war there is.
When we think armed robbery is especially sinful because it hurts people, but secret pride in the heart is not as serious because it doesn’t harm anybody, that is a man-centered perspective.  Sin is not sin because of its effect on man.  What makes it evil is the fact that it is against God.
One of the current trends in movies that I think is especially harmful is when they try to get you to root for a bad guy just because he is not as bad as the really bad guy.  In large measure Hollywood has abandoned the pure “good vs. evil” storyline, because they think it is not realistic.  It is too much of a fairy tale.  But what they do not realize is the most real war there is is the conflict between God and Satan.  And that is a conflict between the most hideous and wicked evil and the most beautiful and glorious and delightful good.  What is unrealistic and silly, foolish fantasy is Hollywood’s idea that evil is actually OK or even good if it is compared with worse evil.  They make movies like that to justify the evil in their own hearts.  But that is the ultimate fairy tale.  Reality is that perfect good is fighting against total wickedness, and all unbelievers are on the side of wickedness all the time, and at any given moment Christians are fighting for one side or the other.
Imagine for a moment that a world leader arises who develops a mind-control invention that he puts out through the airways on TV and radio.  When people are exposed to it they become brainwashed and are easily influenced by this leader’s rhetoric.  And as soon as that happens they willingly and enthusiastically take up arms begin fighting for this guy, and are even willing to die for his cause.  Country by country he starts taking over the whole world.
The United States sees what is happening and sends our military overseas to fight him, but in every single battle the US is quickly and decisively defeated.   No matter what strategy we take, we get creamed every time.  In a matter of just a few years he has taken over the every country in the world except the US.  And now the big invasion begins.  They come from the east and west coasts, from Canada and Mexico and from the air all at the same time.
The situation seems hopeless.  You and your family are hunkered down in your basement in mortal fear.  You are terrified, because you have seen on TV the unspeakable horrors that take place when these invaders come in.  They hate the United States and have stated ahead of time that they are not interested in taking any prisoners.  They are going to come in and torture, beat, rape, and terrorize us, and then kill us.
But just before they arrive you start hearing about this one American general who has actually had success against them.  He is the only one in the whole world who has.  He uses completely different techniques – techniques that seem counter-intuitive at first, and that are totally different from the normal strategies of warfare, but that really do work.  Every battle he has fought using these techniques, he has won.
The problem is this world-leader has taken over the TV networks in the United States and set up a channel to broadcast his mind-control invention.  If you tune in to channel 55, in a matter of moments you will be brainwashed and will start fighting against the good general.
Meanwhile the good general is going around raising an army to defend against the big attack.  When he comes to your house you sign up before the words are even out of his mouth.  And everybody else is doing the same.
And finally the invasion comes.  And at every single front this general’s army successfully repels the enemy.  At one point you ask the general why he doesn’t make a full assault on the enemy and wipe him out completely.  And he tells you that he first wants to get back as many of the brainwashed people as possible.  And when that is done, then he will wipe the world leader and his army out.
The reason I ask you to imagine that scenario is not because I believe that is what will happen at the battle of Armageddon.  In fact I am quite sure that is not what will happen.  There is no reason to believe the United States will play any role in the battle of Armageddon unless it is one of the nations that comes to fight against God’s people.  The point of my little story is not to suggest anything about what is going to happen in the future.  The point of that story is to illustrate what already is happening right now.  It is a metaphor.  The huge, evil army illustrates Satan and all the forces of evil.  The General illustrates the Lord Jesus Christ, who came into this world to destroy the works of the devil.  And the army that this general is gathering illustrates the Church – Christians. 
And what John is teaching us in this passage is this: After many years of fighting for this general, a new generation grows up and starts taking over the fight.  And one day you hear a group of these young people having a discussion.  One of them says, “Hey, why don’t we ever watch channel 55?”  And you’re shocked when you hear some of the answers.
“It’s bad for your ears.”
“You shouldn’t watch that channel because it uses up too much electricity.” 
“55 is an evil number.”
“Watching that channel is bad because it wears out your remote clicking through that many channels.” 
And you are appalled and you stand up and say “No, no, no!  We don’t watch that channel because to do so would be treason!  It would be suicide!  It would be a decision to join the most evil empire there has ever been, and to fight against the greatest, most wonderful general there has ever been.”
And everywhere you look you see young people – one after another after another, caving in to the temptation to watch channel 55 because they don’t understand what’s so bad about it.  They think, “So what if I wear about the remote?  That’s not the end of the world.  Who cares if I use a little extra electricity?”  They don’t understand what is at stake – they don’t understand what is so bad about turning on channel 55, and so they can’t resist the temptation.
Folks, we are in an actual war, as real as any war has ever been.  And the enemy we are fighting against is more powerful and far more vicious and infinitely more wicked than the world ruler in my story.  And there is much, much, much more at stake than just people being brutalized and raped and killed.
And there really is a channel 55, and it is called sin.  And if your reasons for avoiding that channel are too small, then you won’t avoid it because it really is alluring. 
Do not stay away from sin mainly because it hurts people, or because it harms you, or because it is a big no-no.  Stay away from sin because it is cosmic treason.  Sin is not bad mainly because it hurts people.  It is bad because it is taking up arms against the 
purist, 
holiest, 
most righteous, 
most beautiful, 
most generous, 
most loving, 
wisest, 
most benevolent, and 
most deserving, worthy being in existence.
Sin is bad because it opposes the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why there is no such thing as a small sin.  Some sins have massive earthly consequences.  Other sins seem to have no earthly consequences.  But earthly consequences are not the measure of evil.  All sin is cosmic treason against the Lord Jesus Christ who came into this world and laid down His life to fight against Satan.

Day 5: Treason!
Thank You, dear Lord, for coming to destroy all the work Satan is doing in my life.  He tempts and entices me, and works to draw Your servant into sin, away from You.  He deceives me and takes advantage of my sinful gullibility – the inclinations of my heart that are yearning to be tricked so they can indulge in evil.  He puts evil thoughts in my head, and provides rationalizations for why it would be OK to think about them.  And most of all he fights against me when I seek You.  He does all he can to make sure I’m too tired to rise early in the morning.  He bombards me with distractions.  He tries to cover my eyes to Your glory, so I will not find Your Word delightful and satisfying.  He introduces doubts into my mind when Your Word makes great claims, and what I do believe he distracts me from so I forget to think about it.  He tries to trick me into holding grudges.  He feeds the fires of envy and greed and lust and selfishness in my flesh.  He is eager to sift me as wheat.  He does all he can to hinder my work in Your kingdom.  And when I stumble, he is all over me with merciless efforts to discourage and destroy me with my own guilt.
Oh Lord, how absolutely helpless and ruined I would be at his hands if not for Your coming and destroying his works!  But I praise You, dear Lord, because in Your great mercy You rescue Your servant even when I so many times willingly give myself over to the enemy in cosmic treason against You.  I intentionally wander into the territory of temptation, and then fall, and You still forgive.  Time and time again You rescue me from His clutches when I have voluntarily given myself to him.  When I allow myself to be deceived, in Your great mercy You enlighten me by Your Holy Spirit and show me the truth.  When he tugs on my sinful gullibility, You tug back on the righteousness of my new nature.  He puts evil thoughts into my head, but You provide the grace to dismiss those thoughts, and Your Spirit gives me true, noble, right, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy things to think about, and He enables me to set my heart on things above.  You expose the folly of my rationalizations, and when my heart is inclined away from You, instead of the blows I deserve in hell  You woo my heart and draw me back to You.  You sustain me with Your great and precious promises, and You work in me to will and to act so that my heart desires to seek You.  And when I seek, even with my lame, tepid, distracted, weak efforts, You so often allow Yourself to be found by me.  When he seeks to shut my eyes to Your glory You cause Your glory to shine right through my closed eyelids.  What he puts to death in me You re-awaken.  As he fuels the fires of sin in my flesh You douse those fires with love for You, and you stoke the flames of righteousness and love and zeal for Your name.  After he sifts me as wheat You restore me, that I might strengthen my brothers.  And his efforts to hinder the work of the ministry cannot stand against the awesome, mighty power of Your right arm, that lays low the nations and that sends the enemy fleeing in fear.  And when he tries to kick me when I’m down, You are my refuge and my shield and fortress.  You guard Your servant and do not allow more blows than I can take.  You pick me up and restore strength to me and put the sword I have cast away back in my hand, and You remain by my side in the battle.
The enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy; but You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life to protect Your sheep.  Even when the murderer succeeds, You restore and renew, because You are the Author of life.
I bless Your holy name dear Lord!  Thank You for Your fight against this enemy.  Train my heart, Oh Father, to be loyal in the war and not to fall to the enemy’s enticements to join him.


