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The Anointing
Overcoming Evil Part 4
1 John 2:19-21

Summary: John is calling us to remain in the gospel and remain in the Lord by avoiding deception. The antichrists went out from the Apostles but were not really from them. Their departure from the gospel showed they were not part of the Apostolic band. But the readers have an anointing (empowering from the Holy Spirit belonging to all believers at all times). It teaches us knowledge. If we use the means He has given it will never be impossible for us to know Him. We do not need any teachers who are outside the realm of the anointing (but we do need teachers who are tools of the anointing). 
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1 John 2:18-27 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they were not from us. For if they had been from us, they would have remained with us; but [their going out was] in order to be shown that none of them were from us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know. 
21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 

22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.
 24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. 26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is true, not a lie--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 28 And now, dear children, remain in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

Introduction (Remain!)

Most people have heard of Billy Graham.  Not as many realize that Billy Graham did not always preach alone – he used to have a partner.  They were known as “Billy and Chuck,” and they toured together filling stadiums with crowds of up to 30,000.  Charles Templeton was the more eloquent of the two, and many expected that he would become the central figure and Graham would be second.  In 1984 Dr. Torrey Johnson of Youth for Christ said, “Charles Templeton was the most versatile of all of our preachers.”  Even critics admired him.  One liberal commentator said, “I had heard great … orators … speak. But they were nothing compared to Templeton.  Templeton went for your heart, plucked it out, recharged it and gave you new life and new hope where none had existed before.”
But Templeton began to entertain doubts. Templeton records this conversation he had with Billy Graham one day: 
"Billy, it is not possible any longer to believe the biblical account of creation.  The world wasn't created; it has evolved over millions of years.  It is not a matter of speculation, it is demonstrable fact."   
Graham said, "I do not accept that, and there are reputable scholars who do not."  
 "Who are they?" I said. "Men in conservative Christian colleges?"   
"Most of them, yes.  But that's not the point.  I believe in the Genesis account of creation simply because it is in the Bible.  I have discovered something in my ministry: when I take the Bible literally, when I proclaim it as God's Word, I have power.  When I stand before the people and say, 'God says,' or 'The Bible says,' the Holy Spirit uses me.  There are results.  People respond.  Wiser men than you or I have been arguing questions like this for centuries.  I do not have the time or the intellect to examine all sides of each theological dispute, so I have decided, once and for all, to stop questioning and to accept the Bible as God's Word."   
"But Billy," I protested, "you can’t do that. … Do it and you begin to die.  It is intellectual suicide." 
 "I dont know about anybody else," he said, "but I have decided that that's the path for me."   
At that point the two men parted ways.  Templeton went to Princeton and replaced Jesus Christ with academic pursuit as his god and human wisdom took the place of Scripture as his guide.  Not many months later, Billy Graham began the campaign that would catapult him overnight into international prominence.  He did proclaim the gospel as God’s Word, and God did work powerfully through that, and many, many souls will be in heaven for eternity as a result.  Sadly, Templeton became an agnostic and then an atheist and died of Alzheimer’s on June 7th, 2001, age 85.  The god of intellect ultimately failed him.
Anyone can become deceived.  And the Apostle John is urgent in calling us to stand firm against the enticements of deception.  The word remain appears 11 times in this chapter.  And most of those are right here in this section.  It is not hard to figure out what the main thrust of this passage is.
Verse 19 – the antichrists failed to remain.
Verse 24 – See to it that the gospel remains in you. If it does you will also remain in God (which is eternal life)
Verse 27 – The anointing remains in you…so remain in Him.
Verse 28 – And now, dear children, remain in Him.
It is all about remaining – having the anointing and the truth remain in you and you remaining in the truth and in God.  If all that happens you have eternal life; if it doesn’t, you do not.  The antichrists failed to remain, and they are doing all they can to keep you from remaining.  And so John writes to encourage us to remain.

Those who failed to remain (departed from the Apostles’ doctrine) v.19

John begins by talking to us about those who did not remain.

18-27 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not from us.

Your translation might say something like “They went out from us but they did not really belong to us.”  The literal translation is just this – They went out from us, but they were not from us.  So it is like he is saying, “They went out from us, but not really.”  The word “from” is the Greek word ek.  And that word ek can refer to separation or it can refer to origin or belonging to a group.  They went out ek us (separated themselves from us), but they were not really from us in the sense of belonging to us or being commissioned by us.
Problems with the church split view
The traditional understanding of this verse is that the antichrists had a falling out with the rest of the fellowship and they left that local church.  That is the view I have always been taught, and it is the view in every commentary I read.  And it is the view that I myself have taught.  (Remember when I told you that there had been a big church split and John was addressing that in this letter)?  But as I studied this further I have realized that there are some serious problems with that interpretation.
If John was just talking about a church split, why would he say that it was their leaving that showed that they never really belonged?  These people are antichrists teaching heresy about Jesus Christ and a false gospel, and yet we do not realize that they do not belong with us until they physically leave the fellowship?  If they are antichrists teaching heresy about Jesus Christ that is all the proof you need that they do not belong to the true Church.  Their decision to leave the local fellowship is not needed to figure that out.
Secondly, why would they have even had the opportunity to leave?  If they were antichrists you would think they would have been booted out of the church a long time ago.  If a bunch of antichrists were permitted to remain in the church as long as they wanted, and finally only left because they wanted to leave, you would expect the Apostle to rebuke the church for that.  Jesus certainly did.  In the letters to the churches in Revelation 2-3 any church that tolerated false teaching was soundly rebuked by Jesus.
Third, this passage has been used by many to support the idea no true believer has to concern himself with the threat of ever falling away, because it says that if they had truly been from us they never would have left.  Therefore it is guaranteed that all Christians will remain and none will ever leave.  But if that were the case, what would be the point of this entire section?  The whole section is warning the readers not to be deceived and to remain in the faith!  If it is a theological impossibility for them to be deceived and leave, why would the warning be needed?
And fourth, why does John switch from the first person to the second person in verse 20?

19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.

If “us” means the saved community, why doesn’t he stick with that in verse 20 and say, “But we have an anointing from the Holy One…”?
Solution: “Us” = the Apostles
There is actually a very simple solution that solves all these difficulties.  I was able to find one other place in Scripture where this exact same phrase “went out from us” is used.  It is in Acts 15 where there was a major controversy in the Church, and the Apostles and other leaders gathered together in Jerusalem to give their authoritative ruling on the matter.  And when they did so they wrote a letter, and here is how that letter started:

Acts 15:23 The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings. 24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.

They went out though they belonged to us and represented us.  They pretended to be among the Apostles and Elders, but they never were.  I am convinced that the phrase here in 1 John is used in a very similar way.  The “us” of verse 19 is the Apostles and their associates – the true, authoritative teachers and guardians of the Gospel.  That is what it meant in the first five verses of chapter one. See also 4:5-6. 

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. …5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you

There it is clear that “us” means the Apostles and “you” means the believing community of John’s readers.  And if we read this present passage the same way all of the problems I mentioned disappear.  
Opposing apostolic doctrine = self-excommunicaiton
19 They went out from us (the Apostles – they departed from the Apostles’ doctrine), but they did not really belong to us. 

They never were among the ones commissioned by Christ to be the authoritative teachers of the true faith.

For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

So the point is not that no Christian ever leaves the church.  The point is that any teacher who departs from the Apostles’ doctrine proves himself to be a phony, because no true Apostle would ever contradict the established Gospel once for all delivered to the saints through the Apostles.  John is making a case that these false teachers are not authoritative representatives and teachers of the true Gospel, but then they started to distance themselves from the Apostles with their new teachings about Jesus.
That kind of thing was a real problem in the early church.  Paul ran into it too.  In 2 Cor.11&12 he talks about these men who the Corinthians regarded as “super-Apostles” (11:5, 12:11).  And they were antichrists.  Paul says that they were preaching a Jesus other than the Jesus the Apostles preached, and a different gospel from the one they accepted (11:4).  So Paul has to go to great lengths to expose them as frauds and to demonstrate that he is a true Apostle. 
I am convinced that is exactly what John is doing in this text.  He is saying, “Those people have come to you pretending to be among the Apostles and Elders, but they are not part of us and never have been.  And the fact that they are doctrinal innovators proves that.”  Any teacher who departs from the teaching of the Apostles in the New Testament is an antichrist.  You just do not oppose the Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ.
If you do you instantly prove yourself to be a phony, because the Apostles were established by God, through the miracles, to be His spokesman; their teaching is the very Word of God.  The gospel was once for all delivered to the saints through the Apostles and it does not change; not one jot or tittle, not the slightest mark of the pen will ever pass away from the Law of the Lord Jesus Christ; even if heaven and earth pass away His Words will never pass away; He is the same yesterday, today, and forever and His Word stands firm in the heavens forever.  And so anyone who departs from that Word exposes himself as a fraud, excommunicates himself, and proves he is no authority at all.
The divine purpose of their departure
And their departure from the Apostles’ doctrine had a divine purpose.

19 …[Their going out happened] in order to be shown that none of them were from us. 

The phrase “in order to” points to an intentional purpose.  God had a purpose He was working out in their leaving.  God wanted it to be clear that they were not among the Apostles, so He allowed them to go on with their doctrinal innovation.
So the ones who failed to remain faithful to the true Gospel prove themselves to be antichrists.  There is the negative reality about remaining.  Now in verse 20 John gives us the positive side.

Your ability to remain: The Anointing verse 20

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know [the truth]. 
The anointing
Common (mis)understandings 
So what is this anointing that we have?  That is a term you hear very frequently in Charismatic circles and rarely ever anywhere else in the church – even though it is obviously a biblical term.  If you listen to the way the term is used on TV it is very difficult to pin down what they mean by it.  Sometimes they are under it, sometimes they feel it come over them or feel it in the room.  It is often described in terms of a sensation of heat or electricity going through your body.  Benny Hinn claims to be able to blow the anointing at people across the room.  There is not much consistency in the way the term is used, except in that it usually conceived in terms of something that comes and goes.  Some Christians have it, others do not.  And the ones who do just get it from time to time.

Biblical background
The word “anoint” literally means to put oil or some other kind of ointment on someone.  In OT times it was done at the ordination of priests or kings.  For priests it was a symbol that pointed to them as being set apart as holy to the Lord for His special purposes.  For the kings the emphasis was on them being chosen and commissioned.  And along with that commissioning came enablement and empowerment through the Holy Spirit.

1 Samuel 16:13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed (David) in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. 

The connection between anointing and the Holy Spirit is something you see again and again.  The symbol of oil often represents the Holy Spirit in Scripture and the act of anointing is also very often connected with receiving the Holy Spirit.
Most of the references to anointing in the NT refer to Jesus. Paul uses the term only one time. In 2 Cor.1:21 he says that the reason we stand firm in the faith is because God has anointed us.  He is the anointed of God – the chosen One.  And here again you see the connection with the Holy Spirit.

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach…

Acts 10:38 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and … he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

So when the Charismatics say that the anointing is a special enablement from the Holy Spirit; when they say it is a supernatural event in which the Spirit of God fills you with mighty power for His service – they are right on the money!  That is exactly what it is.
To be anointed means to have special favor from God, to be chosen and commissioned by Him, and to receive enabling, empowering grace from the Holy Spirit. 

John’s Usage – the anointing teaches knowledge
So let’s plug that background into the context of 1 John 2 and see if we can figure out what John is saying.  It is clear from the context that the main idea that John has with the anointing is the ability to understand and discern.

1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know [the truth]

(The words “the truth” are not in the Greek – literally it just says, “all of you know.”  Some translations say “You know all things,” but that is based on inferior manuscript evidence.  The correct reading is most likely “all of you know.”)
So he talks about the doctrinal departure of the antichrists from the gospel, and then he says, “You, however, have an anointing so you all have knowledge.”  Now skip down to verse 27.

1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things… 

There the anointing is something that makes it so you have knowledge and do not need anyone to teach you.  So it is real clear that John’s use of the imagery of anointing has to do with knowledge, understanding, and insight into truth.  It is a divine enablement for discerning and understanding truth. 

So why use the term anointing? Dependence on God
So now the question is this: If John wants to talk about our knowledge and understanding and insight, why does he use the word anointing?  The reason is this: It is not just that you have knowledge and insight.  You have knowledge and insight that comes from the enabling, empowering presence of the Holy Spirit in your heart.
This is very important to understand.  You have insight, but that insight is not just an intellectual gift God placed in your brain.  It is the result of the ongoing, daily activities of the Holy Spirit.
Do you see the difference between those two things?  If God wanted you to do well in a math class He could do it in two ways.  He could do it by giving you a brain that can easily learn math on its own.  Or He could sit next to you and show you how to work each problem.
If He did it the first way and then got up and walked away, you could still work the equations.  But the second way makes you completely dependent on His immediate presence.  I think the reason John uses the figure of anointing is to point us more toward that second idea.  John wants to tell us about a knowledge and insight that we have, but if he just used the words “knowledge and insight” we might think it is a faculty or ability that He built in to us.  And he wants to emphasize the fact that it is an insight that comes from the direct ministry of the Holy Spirit moment by moment.  The Holy One (Jesus Christ) See Mk.1:24, Lk.1:35, Jn.6:68-69, Rev.16:5-7. has given us the Holy Spirit who has an ongoing ministry of teaching us and enlightening us.
That is important to understand, because it is possible to have the anointing and to still be deceived.  Whether or not you are deceived or have clear understanding depends upon your interactions with the Holy Spirit at any given moment. 

All Christians have the anointing all the time
That is not to say the anointing comes and goes.  One thing that is not correct in the popular conception of the anointing is the idea that it is a sporadic, occasional thing that only some Christians have only some of the time.  John says, categorically to all true believers across the board, that they have the anointing.  He says “all of you know the truth.”  That comes right out of the New Covenant promise.

Jeremiah 31:33-34 "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."

So the anointing is something you received at your conversion and it does not come and go.  Every Christian always has it all the time.  That is not to suggest that all Christians always have full insight and knowledge.  The anointing is not insight and knowledge.  The anointing teaches you insight and knowledge.  You do not automatically have insight and knowledge and discernment just because you have the anointing.  It all depends on how well you learn from the anointing – how well you listen to the Holy Spirit.  All Christians have the anointing at all times.  But not all Christians are listening to the anointing to the same degree.

The word and Spirit
There are two things that John says remain in us.  First he says the Word remains in us (back in verse 14).  Then in verse 27 he says the anointing remains in us.  So you can see there is a connection between the Word and the Spirit (just as we see throughout Scripture).  The Word was inspired by the Spirit, it is the sword of the Spirit, and the Spirit constantly works to teach it to us.

John 14:26 The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.

How the Spirit teaches you – applies the Word
So why does John use the word “remain”?  What does it mean for the Word and the anointing to remain in you?  It means you are continually experiencing them on an ongoing basis.  The Word remaining in you is not like information just sitting there in your head.  It is an ongoing activity in which the indwelling Holy Spirit is continually ministering His Word to you.  The people in Thessalonica were great examples of that.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. … 6 You welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.

Receiving the Word of God as the Word of God is much different from the way you receive the word of man.  When you receive the word of men you consider it, evaluate it, accept what you like, and reject what does not seem right to you.  But receiving something as the Word of God is much different.  You do not evaluate it or sit in judgment upon it.  You submit to it and honor it and embrace it and love it.  And if you do not understand it you take that as a problem with your heart, not as a problem with the Word.
And when you receive it that way it is at work inside you through faith.  In other words, work is when you apply energy to accomplish something.  That is what the Holy Spirit does in the heart of a believer with the Word of God.  
	He applies energy in order to accomplish things in your heart, using Scripture as His tool.
	He enables you to understand things, 

He opens your eyes to see the significance of them, 
He softens your heart to be able to accept them, 
He alerts you to the relevance of how it should be applied in your circumstance, 
He enables you to make connections in your mind between a new truth He shows you and the rest of your belief system so you know where it fits and you can place it in your belief system and remember it,
He inclines your affections to be delighted by them.
No superstition 
So how does it work exactly?  That is an important question for us to ask because there is a great deal of error and confusion and bad teaching in the Church over this matter of what it means to listen to God.  It is crucial that we understand two things: God’s guidance is very personal and individual, and God reveals Himself only through His Word properly interpreted.  Most people focus on one of those while ignoring the other.  Some focus on the immediate, direct, personal aspect but they fall into superstitious mysticism.  They listen for the voice of God in other places besides His Word.
Others focus on listening to God only through His Word, but many of those people fail to understand that personal, individual manner in which God speaks to each of us.  They think God spoke in the past and no longer speaks today.  They imagine that God’s communication is exactly the same for everyone – He just handed mankind a book and left it at that.  But Scripture is very clear that God speaks to some and not to others.  And His guidance is individual and personal and tailored to our specific needs.

Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left you will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”

Psalm 25:14 The LORD confides in those who fear him

The superstitious mystics listen for God’s voice in their own thoughts.  Or they try to find messages from God hidden in circumstances or coincidences.  Or they turn the Bible into a book of magic…– randomly opening to a verse and then ripping a phrase of that verse out of context to apply to their situation.  God does not speak to us in any of those ways and certainly not through the misuse of His holy Word.
The way God speaks to us is through enlightenment - when God opens your eyes to see some specific truth.

Eph.1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, 

Isa.42:16 I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them

The way God speaks to you is by turning on the lights so you can clearly see the truth.  He speaks to you through Scripture not by bringing to your mind some interpretation other than what was intended by the original author, but by turning on the lights so you can clearly see the correct interpretation of the passage.  When you have a tough decision (or an easy decision for that matter), He guides you through life not by giving you hidden messages through coincidences or floating random thoughts through your brain, but by turning on the lights so you can clearly see which option is the wisest course.
If you wonder what it is like to hear the voice of God – any time a passage of Scripture is clear to you, or it is clear to you how it should be applied in your life, or any time it is clear what decision would be the wisest one, then you know what it is like to have God speak to you and personally guide you by the hand.
So how do you listen to the anointing?  You study the Word of God using proper hermeneutics and the correct method of interpretation, and you plead with God in earnest prayer to open your eyes to see what it means and what the implications are.
And when He does, then you know He has spoken to you.  In the superstitious method it is impossible to know if the thought that floated through your mind was the voice of God or your own brain.  But in this method it is easy to discern the voice of God, because He speaks only through enlightenment.  It is not hard to know if the lights are on.  If you can see – that means they’re on!  If you cannot see, they are off.  If you understand what Scripture means and what the implications are for your life, God is speaking to you.  If you can clearly see the wise course to take, you are hearing the voice of the Spirit.
V.21 You know the truth
And God speaks to all Christians, which means we all know the truth.

21 I do not write to you that Many translations say “because” instead of “that.” The Greek word can be translated either way. In my judgment, “that” is most likely what John meant. But even if you go with the translation “because,” either way John is still basically saying the same thing. He wants to remind them that they know the truth. you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 

John says, “I am writing you to remind you that you do know the truth.  It is not a situation where you are ignorant, and I am privy to some special, secret knowledge.”
That is no doubt what the false teachers were saying.  And John wants to make it clear that what he is saying is much different.  It is not that the common people are ignorant, and in need of some spiritual guru to enlighten them with some secret knowledge, and the false teachers are saying “We have it” and the Apostles are saying, “No, we have it.”  It is not like that.  John is saying, “You all have the truth already.”  If you are genuinely a Christian, then you have the truth of the Gospel.  And the fact that you have accepted it means you not only know the correct information, but you also have enlightenment, understanding, and insight.  And you do not need anything in addition to that.  Again – this is a promise of the New Covenant.

Jeremiah 31:34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD.

Every Christian knows God.  Some of us have less intellectual capacity than others, some are brilliant, others of us might be flat out morons- but every last one of us, from the least of us to the greatest, can understand and discern the gospel sufficiently so we can know God.

No need for teachers v.27
John makes the point even stronger down in verse 27.

26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is true and not a lie--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

What does it mean that we do not need anyone to teach us?  If we take that in an absolute sense then it would be nonsense.  If we do not ever need any teacher of any kind, why do we need John to teach us that?  If he really believes we do not need anyone to teach us anything why would he teach us that we do not need anyone to teach us?  This whole book is John teaching us.  So obviously he is not saying there is no need for the very thing he is doing!  Teachers are a gift from God to His Church (1 Cor.12:28, Eph.4:11, 2 Tim.1:11)

Romans 10:14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?

Teachers and preachers are the means by which God brings about faith in your heart.
So what is John saying?  What he is saying is that you do not need anything other than the anointing, which is the ministry of the Holy Spirit inside you teaching you God’s Word.  If a person (such as John or anyone else) is a tool of the anointing, fine.  That is a good thing, and very necessary.  But you do not need anything that falls outside the parameters of the teaching that comes from the anointing.  Anything that helps you understand and accept and love and apply the Word of God is a ministry of the anointing.  But when someone comes along with something new – something different from the Word of God, you do not need that.

The comfort that comes from this
And the fact that we have an anointing rather than just the Bible by itself is a wonderfully encouraging truth.  A lot of Christians act as though all they have is the Bible with no anointing.  And they think, “I do not have seminary education, and so I will never be able to know for sure if I am interpreting it the right way.”  That might be true if all God gave you was a copy of the Bible.  But He has also given you His Spirit to teach you.  Studying and learning is hard work.  But if you utilize the tools He makes available to you, and you seek the truth with all your heart, you will be able to know the truth.

The autonomy of the individual conscience
Never, ever accept any doctrine that contradicts what you see in Scripture.  Do not ever say, “I cannot see it in Scripture, but I’ll just trust this teacher I’m listening to because he knows more than me.”  Do not ever do that.  Should you trust Bible teachers?  Of course.  You trust a teacher at whatever level he is trustworthy.  None of you has the time or resources it would take to double-check every detail of every sermon.  So I am not saying you should never trust a Bible teacher.
What I am saying, though, is do not ever trust me or anyone else so much that you accept an interpretation that is contrary to what you see in God’s Word.  If you cannot see it in there, do not accept it.  You should give a great amount of weight to the judgment of spiritual authorities, but it would actually be sin for you to go against what you think you see in Scripture or in your own heart just because of an authority's judgment.  Here is how Luther put it: "Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures or by evident reason - for I can believe neither pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have erred repeatedly and contradicted themselves - I consider myself convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God.  Thus I cannot and will not recant, because acting against one's conscience is neither safe nor sound.  God help me.  Amen."
Now, that is not to say you will always be right about everything.  Many times you and I will be deceived, mistaken, confused, and in error.  We often fail to properly listen to what the Holy Spirit is teaching, which is why none of us has perfect theology.  So always remember that when some spiritual authority is teaching something other than what you believe on some point, you might be wrong and they might be right.  And if you suspect that is the case then study as hard as you can to try to see it in Scripture.  But until you can see it in Scripture, do not change your view.
That is why I urge you to bring your Bibles to church and have them open to the text I am preaching from - so you can see these things from Scripture.  If you believe the things I tell you just because I told you, then all Satan has to do to totally overturn your whole faith is shake your confidence in me - which would not be too hard to do.  All it would take is some big failure on my part.  It is a sad thing when a pastor falls into sin and everyone in the church starts questioning everything that pastor taught them over the years.  If they would have had their Bibles open all those years while he was preaching they would not have to do that because their confidence would be in God’s Word, not in a man.  If your confidence is in me, all Satan has to do to upset your faith is shake your confidence in me.  But if your confidence is in the Word of God Satan cannot do anything to upset your faith, because nothing can happen to the Word of God.

Conclusion
In the Q&A last week the question came up – “How can we protect ourselves from being deceived?”  And the answer is every last one of you who is truly born again has an anointing, which means you have the Holy Spirit enabling you to find the truth if you seek after it with all your heart.  None of that will do you any good if you allow your heart to fall in love with the world, but if you are guarding your heart against that then you can be assured that the Lord will guide you into all truth.

Benediction: 2 Tim 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Devotionals

The God who guides those who fear Him 

Psalm 25 (God’s guidance), Day 1

Psalm 25:10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant.  

Good morning Father,
	Thank You for giving Your servant breath this morning to rise for another day.   Now I stand at the threshold of a new week – another full seven days of being led by You, being encouraged by You, being sheltered and refreshed by You, being disciplined by You, being forgiven by You, being kept and preserved by You, being sanctified by You, being used by You, ruled by You, being listened to by You, being treasured by You, being exalted and glorified by You, being restored by You, being vindicated by You, being healed by You, being watched by You, being provided for by You, being spoken to by You, being delighted by You, being rewarded by You, being understood by You, being interceded for by You, being thought about by You, being enabled and empowered by You, being quieted and stilled by You, being delivered from evil by You, being repaid by You, being visited by Your presence, and being satisfied by You!   I can hardly wait to experience this week!
	Lord, let me be aware of as much of that as possible today. Please enable Your servant to commune with You.  What a wasted day it will be today if You do all that and I fail to even realize it or enjoy it all day long.  What folly it would be if I were more interested in thinking about temporal things than about those things.  Please help me, Father. 
	When I move through Your creation today, let me see it for what it is.  Let me see much of You in the physical emblems You have created – let me see Your power and wisdom and goodness wherever I look.  But, Father, at the same time let me also realize, whenever I see any wonderful thing You have created, how utterly incapable those things are (even at their best) to satisfy my soul.   Let me see much of You reflected in them, but let me see nothing but emptiness in them alone.  Father, if I’m struck with how beautiful some woman is, or how tasty some food is, or how good some air conditioning feels, or how comfortable some chair is, or how fun some vacation would be, or how exciting some ministry would be – let my first, knee-jerk thought always be, “Oh Lord, how utterly incapable that thing is to satisfy me; and how fully capable Your love is to satisfy me – teach me to prefer You.”  Lord, let that become a habit, so I say that a hundred times a day.  Help me to train my soul to see much of You reflected, but nothing inherently satisfying, in the creation.  

Psalm 25:12-13 Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way he should choose. 13 He will spend his days in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land. 

These verses promise that if we fear God we will not have to fear the possibility of not being led.  If we take Him seriously – and our hearts are truly gripped and made serious at the possibility of facing His indignation or chastisement; if we tremble at the realization that some of the things we do really do displease Him, and in His anger we may be subject to pain that can seem unbearable; if we love Him so deeply and prize His glory so highly that the thought of grieving and dishonoring Him is a great anxiety to us – then we have His promises to guide and prosper us.  They are as certain as His own glory. 

The reward for fearing God is the removal of every other fear.  That is not to say God will remove the things that were the object of those fears.  For example, if we sin and face consequences, if we fear God then we do not have to fear those consequences.   The consequences still remain, and are still painful; but we have no reason to fear them if we fear God, because we have certainty that they are all loving, corrective chastisement giving us exactly what we most need and perfectly tailored so that any part that is not absolutely necessary for our good is trimmed off.  

Attribute to behold, desire, experience & enjoy: The God who guides those who fear Him 
Promise to trust: If I fear Him He will guide me
What will result if I experience this attribute today: Greater love and desire for God (and all those He loves), Safety and protection, Peace and calmness, Guidance and clarity with regard to direction, Confidence, Courage, A sense of being attended to and cared for, Hope and rest, Motivation, Enlightenment, A greater abiding presence of Christ in the heart, Experiential knowledge of the love that surpasses knowledge, Fear of God, Awe and reverence




The God who confides in those who fear Him

Psalm 25 (God’s guidance), Day 2

Good morning Father,
Let me see Your glory this morning.  Show me the wonder of this particular grace, and dear Lord – please, do what I cannot do: lodge it in my heart and make the connections with other understandings of You that the memory of this attribute would not dissipate after a few days but would linger in my heart and become a part of my conception of You throughout the rest of my life.  I do not know how to bring that about.  I just know it sometimes happens but often doesn’t.  Please, Lord, let it happen this time.  I pray that my time with You this morning – and every morning – would not be like eating breakfast, but like waking up.  Eating breakfast is an event that takes place for a few minutes and then it is over – albeit with a lingering effect.  I do not want my morning devotions to be like that – a shot in the arm in the morning.  I want it to be more analogous to waking up.  I get so distracted with the cares of this world that so often my fellowship with You and my awareness of Your presence are so meager that it is almost as though I were dead to You – or asleep to You.  Let my morning devotions be that which wakes me up to Your presence – putting me in a condition (wakefulness) in which I remain throughout the day.  Let my time with You now not be something I start now and complete in an hour, but rather something that takes an hour to start but that lasts all day. 

Psalm 25:14 The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. 

The word “confide” can refer either to the secret communications within an inner circle, or it can refer to counsel.  Here it is probably the former.  K&D explain it this way: “God opens his mouth to speak to them without any reserve.”  

The knowledge of the covenant here refers to experiential knowledge.

God has been describing several benefits that come to those who fear Him, now one more – God confides in them and makes His covenant known to them.  If you fear God He will open His mouth to speak to you without reserve, as one of His inner circle.  That cannot just refer to the Bible.  The Bible is given to the whole world.   It must mean something more – special, unique communications to you specifically.   That is not in any way to endorse superstitious mysticism that misuses the holy Scriptures by turning God’s Word into a book of magic.  It simply means that for Christians God gives insight into the correct, intended meaning of His Word, and providential guiding of our thoughts to see applications that fit just what God wants us to understand for our circumstances.  God teaches us His Word!  He shows us specific applications just for us! In that way He talks to us! 

Oh Lord, open my ears to hear.  Let me be a careful listener to Your voice.  Let me miss nothing that You are saying.  Do not let my own loud, obnoxious thoughts drown out Your voice in Your Word.

Father, teach me to see and treasure this attribute.   Teach me to love the fact that You are like this – gathering an inner circle, including such as me in it, and confiding holy thoughts.  Awaken me to the experience of receiving those thoughts, Lord.  When they come, do not let me miss the fact that they are coming from You.  Do not let me just enjoy the thought as a mere interesting or helpful insight for living my life.  Lord, let me enjoy the experience of being taught and confided in by You.  Teach me, every time an insight comes, to remember that that is not just a chance occurrence of my brain figuring something out; it is a direct experience of You!  It is a direct encounter with Your presence in which You have spoken to me and imparted a wonderful grace to me.  Let those times become intensely personal acts of fellowship, not just lessons learned. 

And Lord, teach me to have that same kind of enjoyment of You when You make me know Your covenant with an experiential knowledge.  Everyone can know it intellectually – even the wicked to some degree.  They can know all about Your covenant.  Many of them know more about it than I do.  They know information about Your covenant, but they do not know covenant life with You.  I do.  If I fear You, I will know covenant life with You.   I will know what it is like to have experienced it.  Dear Lord, increase my experiential knowledge of Your covenant today.

Father, the next time I resist a temptation of something I really want, and I have that sense of having missed out on something, remind me that I’m resisting because I fear You –because I take Your chastisement seriously.  And therefore I will receive all these promises, including special insight and experiential knowledge from You.  And let that rejoice my heart and snap the cord that tries to tug my heart toward that sin. 

Attribute to behold, desire, experience & enjoy: The God who confides in those who fear Him 
Promise to trust: If I fear Him He will confide in me
What will result if I experience this attribute today: Guidance and clarity with regard to direction, Confidence, Courage, A sense of being attended to and cared for, Enlightenment, A greater abiding presence of Christ in the heart, Experiential knowledge of the love that surpasses knowledge, Fear of God, Awe and reverence, Desire to obey

Guidance 

Psalm 25 (God’s guidance), Day 3

Psalm 25:14 The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. 

God makes known His secrets to you.   No ear has heard nor has any mind conceived of His secret council, but He has revealed it by His Spirit.  His Spirit searches the deep things of God and knows everything about Him – things that could never be discovered any other way.  And He has given you His Spirit that you might understand what He has freely given. 

You know someone when you walk with him all day.   The little remarks and reactions that take place in a thousand different contexts – you can never learn those things about a person without lots of time spent walking with him.   There is so much about a man that his wife of 20 years knows that no one else could ever know, just because she has been with him in so many contexts. 

Dear Lord, let me know You that way.  You are with me in every different context throughout the day, but that does me no good if I’m not aware of Your presence.  All the time I spend ignoring You is time that I’m not learning of You in those contexts.  Lord, please, awaken my heart to Your presence, that I might drink in all of Your confiding.  

Let me especially enjoy the uniqueness of what You say to me and reveal to me – different from what You say to anyone else.  Let me enjoy that kind of friendship and intimacy.  

There is a fear among some that a person who focuses too much on intimacy and friendship with God will forget His awesome majesty and will fail to properly fear Him.  But this promise is that God will grant that close intimacy and friendship only to those who do fear Him.  The solution is built right in to the promise at the very beginning in a way that prevents the problem from even occurring.  Someone might imagine he has intimacy and friendship with God while failing to fear Him, but it will never actually happen until he fears God.  

Father, teach me to fear You that I might know You intimately.  At the end of the psalm, instead of asking for relief, the psalmist asks for forgiveness.  He lays the ax at the root of the cause of the problem.  Lord, teach me to be like that.  Make me one who would sooner be forgiven than relieved – who prefers cleansing to mere comfort.  If You would just look upon me with pity, dear Lord, the cleansing and grace that would come to me are all I want.  
 
Psalm 25:4-5 Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;  5 guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and I wait for you all day long.  

Holy God, show me and teach me and guide me in Your ways, paths and truth.  This is the desire of my heart, but so often it is a weak, tepid desire that is easily overridden by desires for far lesser things.  I desire to be shown Your ways, but so often You show them to me and I prefer my own ways instead.  Lord, please show me not only Your ways but the gloriousness of Your ways.  Open my eyes not only to the right way to go but to what it is about that way that is so wonderful, that I may eagerly prefer that way and choose that way as a knee-jerk reaction to the presentation of an option.  Create in Your servant’s heart a love for Your blessed way. 
God is our salvation; our Savior.  Why would we want to take any other path than that of our only Savior?  Why walk down the path of destruction?  There are times when the tempter convinces us that God’s path has nothing really to do with His salvation.   “Spend a few seconds enjoying this thought.  Yes, technically it is forbidden, but it is no big deal.  What harm is it going to do?” 

Lord, I am so prone to listen to that reasoning and to be persuaded by it at the moment of temptation, because I so fail to love Your ways.  Let me see clearly enough the goodness of Your path that I do not have to understand what harm is done by stepping on to a particular other path.  All I need to know is that being on Your path is so wonderful that I want nothing of anything else.  

Lord, today begin to teach Your servant to hunger and thirst and long to experience You as my Guide in a greater way.  Lord, somehow break through the crusted-over, dried up doctrine that sits in my brain and informs me that You are my Guide but that fails to excite my soul with passionate joy and exuberant gratitude.  I would almost rather not know a truth about You than to know it and not love it with all my being, including my emotions.  Let today’s hunger pangs remind me that Your saving guidance into Your paths is the food my soul needs; otherwise it will lapse into a low blood sugar crash that will keep it from being able to commune with You.  Give me a feeling of desperate need to experience You as my Guiding Savior. 

Let me see Your truth in the areas where I’m deceiving myself.   Lord show me the sins I am not even aware of.  Wake me up to the wrong paths along which I have persisted.  And let me love Your truth in the areas in which I know I’m sinning.  Father, let me see the clear fork in the road between Your blessed way and the path of ruin and destruction, and let me not desire to take any steps down the path of death – even if they are measured in increments less than a second.  Let me always prefer You.  The less I prefer You the less I experience the blessedness of Your saving grace.  Let me crave that grace so deeply that I strive for it every moment, like a baby chick with its mouth so wide open, wanting nothing but real food, and distracted by nothing. 

Let me wait all day long.  Let my existence today and every day be 86,400 consecutive seconds of waiting – eager expectation of that which flows from such a good Savior.   Let my eager anticipation of the next deep drink from Your river of delights keep me so glued to Your path that my thirst stands like a steel guard rail keeping me from wandering even one step from the path that leads to that glorious river.  Give my heart that pre-Christmas anticipation of a child who feels he just cannot wait until the 25th.   Make me that way for Your path – such eagerness to see the wonders that are around that next corner that I cannot stand to so much as slow down my pace for a moment. 

Attribute to behold, desire, experience & enjoy: Guidance 
Promise to trust: If I fear Him He will confide in me
What will result if I experience this attribute today: Guidance and clarity with regard to direction, Confidence, Courage, A sense of being attended to and cared for, Enlightenment, A greater abiding presence of Christ in the heart, Experiential knowledge of the love that surpasses knowledge, Fear of God, Awe and reverence, Desire to obey

Guidance and Light

Psalm 25 (God’s guidance), Day 4

Good morning Lord, 
I come before You this morning worried that I won’t be able to commune closely with You.  My mind seems to be wandering all over the place.   Unite my heart this morning, dear Lord, that I might seek hard after You – to pray earnestly, seeking You with all of my heart.  Let me seek after You and follow hard after You and cleave to You that I might find fellowship and sweet communion with You.  Open my eyes to the gloriousness of Your glory, dear Lord.  Let me see the wonders of Your guiding salvation.  Let this sinner look now to his Savior with great delight and joy. 

Psalm 25:4-5 Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; 5 guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and I wait for you all day long.  

In Psalm 1 it sounds so simple – just take the right path instead of the wrong one.  But here we see that it is not that simple.  The right path is not always easy to find because our flesh so often doesn’t want to find it.  And once it is found it is not easy to follow, because sin in us prefers its own path.  Walking in God’s way is so much more than just decision and resolve.  It is something that requires that He show us, and teach us, and guide us, and teach us again, and save us.  He has to train our hearts to be willing and then to desire and then to prefer His way.  He has to train our hearts to see it.  Like the trained eye of the hunter can spot game where others see only leaves and branches, so God must train our eyes to spot a narrow path where others see only dead ends. 

God is gracious and good and kind and generous and eager to supply all that teaching and guiding and showing and saving.  But even though He is eager and willing and able; He does not immediately answer the prayer.  He delays, and we wait.  For His wonderful purposes and countless good reasons He is pleased to provide guidance and teaching only after we have asked and waited. 

Whatever Your reasons for that, dear Lord, I am happy to seek and wait.  Lord, let my seeking be love in motion and my waiting be love at rest.   Let my cry for guidance be fueled by passionate desire, and my waiting strengthened by settled delight in both present and future grace. 

And Lord, let ALL my seeking be seeking for You.  Let me not seek out a way I call Your way but that is really the way that gets me my plans or that takes me around suffering.   Let my seeking of Your way really, truly, genuinely, actually be a seeking after You, and You alone.  Let me want that path for no other reason than it leads into Your blessed presence.  Lord, only Your Spirit can use the joint and marrow-dividing Word to sift out the idolatrous motives from the true.  I am so prone to self-deceit, dear Lord, my sinful heart can easily fool me into thinking I’m seeking You when I’m really seeking me.  Lord, put me on the path that leads to You, no matter what else comes with being on that path, and no matter what it leads me away from.  

Father, each time I assess my progress in anything, let that remind me of the very real possibility that I could be wasting my time completely.   If I am pursuing any path other than that which leads to You, I am losing time.  Let me measure success only by whether I’m being brought closer to You by walking in step with the guidance of the Spirit and following hard after You. 

Psalm 27:1-3 Of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, who brings light to every man.   Humanity, apart from Him, is in utter darkness.  He is the only way we can know any truth or have any knowledge of God – the only knowledge and relationship that matters. 

Dear Lord, You are not just the light of the world; You are my light, and my salvation.   The man with a blindfold may know a lot about the sun, but it is not a light to him.  You have opened my eyes so that Your great light is actually a light to me, in my life.  It shines on my path, so I know where to walk as You guide me in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake.   Your light illumines my mind, so I can understand truth about You.  It illumines my heart, so I can accept and believe and embrace as wonderful the truth about You.  Your light shines inside my heart and conscience, exposing my sin so I can see to repent.   Your light warms and softens my heart so that I am willing to repent. 

Is not Your light my very life and joy?  “Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart.” (Ps 97:11)  Your light literally “brightens” my day.  Dear Lord God, please, open my eyes wider.  They are open, but are still so dim.  Most days I drift back to spiritual sleep countless times during the day and become oblivious to the blazing sun right in front of my face.  Oh, for the day when this flesh is redeemed and I will be eternally awake and alert to You!  Lord, hasten that day.  Let it begin today in some measure.  Let me see and be warmed and brightened with joy today by Your light. 

Lord, whenever I drive my car at night let the headlights remind me that You are the light unto my path, showing me where to go in life and leading me in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake. 

As I listen to sermons, remind me that You are the light that illumines my mind, so I can understand truth about You, my heart, so I can accept and believe and embrace as wonderful the truth about You, my conscience, exposing my sin so I can see to repent, and my heart so that I am willing to repent. 

Each time something favorable happens, remind me that You are the light of joy that brightens life. 

Attribute to behold, desire, experience & enjoy: God who is my guiding Savior and Light 
Promise to trust: He will guide me
What will result if I experience this attribute today: Guidance and clarity with regard to direction, Confidence, Courage, A sense of being attended to and cared for, Enlightenment, A greater abiding presence of Christ in the heart, Experiential knowledge of the love that surpasses knowledge, Fear of God, Awe and reverence, Desire to obey

Guidance 

Psalm 25 (God’s guidance), Day 5

Psalm 25:10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant.  

Psalm 25:8-9 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways 9 He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.  10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant.  

In verses 8 and 9 He is the good and upright Guide who teaches sinners/humble in His way.   At first that may seem surprising and amazing that God, being so good, would stoop to instruct sinners.   But according to this passage it is His very goodness that brings Him to do so.  It says therefore he instructs sinners.  He is so good, it is His nature to bring about more good – which requires starting with something not good and making it good.   Bringing sinners down the path of goodness is conduct consistent with the goodness of His character.   And so the fact of sin only makes it more certain that He will do this.  It is our sin that makes us so needy of His guidance into goodness, and it is our sin that can produce the humility that will make our hearts receptive to that guidance.   “Sinners” is parallel with “the humble.” The humble and the sinners are the same group.  There are at least two important implications of that.  First, sin should humble us. 

Dear Lord, when I fail, so often I just want to punish myself and pile on the resolve and imagine that through sheer resolve I won’t do it again – all pride.  When I sin and then I think I can handle my sin problem, Lord, that is sheer pride.  That is the opposite effect sin should have.  So why doesn’t my sin humble me, as it should?  What’s going wrong?  Why have I sinned so much and yet still have so little humility?  Why are tears so scarce?  Oh Father, please, humble me with my sin.  Show me what is missing.  Show me why I remain so proud and so confident in my imagined strength and my phantom righteousness even after so many millions of sins, such constant sin, such frequent sin, such egregious sin.   Lord, make me constantly afraid of my next fall.  Make me cling to you like a scared child in the woods gripping her dad.  At the first sign of a tempting thought, Lord, let it frighten me.  Let it remind me, as it did Job, that one sinful thought is a step toward ruin and disaster.  One step will lead to the next, and before I know what happened I can find myself completely enslaved.  Those chains are never more than inches from my wrists.  A moment of non-vigilance and the enemy can clamp them down on me. 

Thank You for being here with me this morning, Lord.  Because of my sin I deserve to have been abandoned by You.  I have provoked You to remove Your presence from me and to turn Your face away.  Yet You are here with me.  You have moved my heart in repentance and have enabled me to walk in the light of Your presence this morning.  Father, let that continue. 

The other implication is the grace of the parallel. God makes the sinner humble that He might grace him with His blessed guidance and leading. 

Lord, let me not follow Your leading each day or each hour.  Let me follow it each moment.  It is such a grace and a condescension that You would be willing to come down and patiently teach this mule to walk in Your way.  Lord, let me not take that grace for granted.  Let me instead exult in and enjoy the goodness and uprightness of my Leader.

Attribute to behold, desire, experience & enjoy: Guidance 
Promise to trust: He will guide me
What will result if I experience this attribute today: Guidance and clarity with regard to direction, Confidence, Courage, A sense of being attended to and cared for, Enlightenment, A greater abiding presence of Christ in the heart, Experiential knowledge of the love that surpasses knowledge, Fear of God, Awe and reverence, Desire to obey

