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Col.3:3-4    You Will Appear With Him	tape 69b   4-22-2001

REVIEW
Col.3:1-4  If, then, you have been raised with Christ, seek things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

Last time: seek to obtain the things that are in the dwelling place of God – the rewards of heaven.  Orient your life toward your home, not your hotel room.

v.1 – pursuit
v.2 – preoccupation

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
The way to escape something is not to focus on getting away from that thing, but to focus on the thing you are trying to obtain instead.

If I’m trying to break a habit, if I just try to sit around thinking about how harmful that habit is, I am not likely to have success.  Instead I should spend my time thinking about that which I am trying to replace it with.  

Focus on the virtue you are trying to obtain.  Instead of always thinking in terms of eliminating vices, think in terms of adding virtues. 

Suppose I had a problem with foul language.  To eliminate something like that from my life, I don’t think about all those words and how bad they are.  Rather I focus on what the biblical ideal is for my language, and strive to attain that.
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If you are running away from something to escape it, you don’t face toward it and run backward – you fix your sights on a place of safety, and break for that. 

If you want to rid your life of immorality, don’t focus on immorality – focus on purity.  Don’t just run from the dark – pursue the light!
Ro.12:21 – overcome evil with good.  If you want to overcome evil, you will have to do it with good.

Walk by the Spirit, and you won’t have to worry about the desires of the flesh (Gal.5:16)

Everything in the Christian life springs from the heart, and the heart is the place where your thoughts originate.  
We are called here to think on things above.  In order to think on things above, you first have to think.  

Thoughts are spiritual things.  

Thinking that is good (TOV), is thinking that is 
·	True
·	Sound
·	Complex

·	Sound
Our thinking should follow sound logic. Starting out with the truth doesn’t guarantee correct conclusions.   
·	Complex
Shallow thinking makes a person permanently immature.   We must search out the deep things of God.
3:50
The second part: Think on things above.
Thinking on things above means having a bias toward eternal things.

This involves two things: 
#1 Thinking about good things and (subject matter)  Information intakes
#2 Thinking about everything else from a biblical perspective (interpretation)

You look up at what appears to be a dome, and you think of it as outer space.

It’s the same with the spiritual world.  
You see what looks like something of great importance, but you think of it as being of minor significance. Eadie: “Earthly things are subordinate and instrumental.  Things above are supreme and final.”

Sometimes it takes a little work to set your mind with the perspective of reality rather than they way things appear.
5:38
A man was training his dog to obey.  He threw down a steak and said, “No.”  When the dog began to eat it, he smacked the dog.

Finally the dog learned.  The man threw down the steak, said, “no,” and the dog didn’t eat it.  The interesting thing was how the dog obeyed.  He said the dog would look straight at him.  It was almost like he knew if he looked at the steak he would cave in, so he fixed his eyes on his master.

Let us fix our eyes on Christ, the Author and Perfector of our faith.
6:50
Seek & Think the Above Because..

3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

For
The first command is preceded by its reason, and the second followed.  
Because you have been raised, seek things above.  
                                     and think on things above, because you died, are hidden, and will appear.
REASON #1 you died
Scripture speaks of us dying to the Law, to sin, to self, to the principles of this world…

In each case it means to be removed from the control or domination of something.

The thought here is carried over from 2:20.  You died to this world.  As an unbeliever, there is no escape from the futility of this world.  Mysticism cannot lift you out of it.  You are subject to it, under its control and domination, subject to its laws.

The only way to escape all that is through death.  Just like you are not longer subject to earthly laws after you die physically, so you are no longer subject to the laws of this world when you die to it spiritually.  

One of the laws of this world is that there is no escaping the domination of the flesh.    There is no escape from the kind of life that natural people live.  There is no escape from being limited to the temporal.

But you have escaped that law.  
For you it is possible to avoid being dominated by the flesh.  
For you it is possible to avoid living a merely natural life.  
For you it is possible to rise above limitation to the temporal.  

You have escaped being dominated by all that, so why return to it?

A fixation on earthly things is beneath you, and not at all in harmony with your citizenship in heaven.  

When you have a choice between a job that will pay billions, and a job that promises pennies and nickels, why would you choose the latter?  The earth can’t afford you any more.  It doesn’t have anything to offer that can even begin to compete with the things God offers.  

REASON #2 your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
Your whole existence is wrapped up in Christ.  So everything that is outside of Christ – certainly anything that is hostile toward Christ, should not excite your attention.  

Now you look at everything from the perspective of Christ.  And the fact that Christ died for people, and that He died because of sin, should drive the way you think of everything.  

2Co 5:15-16  he died for all, …16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 

Rather than looking at people from the perspective of what they have to offer me, or what threat they may be to me, I look at them as people for whom Christ died – precious to Him.

Instead of thinking of sin as some forbidden fruit, something that is good and enjoyable… instead of thinking certain sins are harmless, I look at sin and worldliness and unholiness as those things for which Christ suffered and died.  

They are the things God so despises that He poured out His wrath on His own Son because of them.  (sign on TV: “I refuse to be entertained by that for which Christ died.”)
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hidden
The idea of hiddeness appears in 1:26, 2:3 and a few other places in Paul.  All but 2:3 refer to the hiding of the Gospel.  The concept seems to refer not to that which cannot be known, but to that which cannot be known except by revelation.  

1Co.2:7  No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.

How can Paul say it’s hidden when he is proclaiming it all over the world?  It’s hidden in that it is only knowable through revelation from God.  Man does not have the ability to figure it out. 

If I tell you I’m thinking of a number, there is no way you can figure out what that number is without me telling you.  No amount of scientific inquiry or study of my mind or brain cells will reveal it.  

That’s how it is with your spiritual life.  There is no scientific research the world could ever do to gain insight into the nature of your spiritual life.  It is completely beyond them.  
14:37
Eadie: “The ethereal nature of spiritual life eludes research, both in its origin and destiny.  Its source is too high for us to climb to it, and its destiny is too noble to be written in human language.”

Its source is the inner being of God.  Its destiny is full revelation at the appearing of Christ – which defies description because it surpasses anything the human race has ever experienced. 

All the sociologists in the world could study this church and try to pinpoint the source of the Christlikeness of the people
15:35
They can no sooner understand your spiritual life then they can understand God.

Lightfoot: When you sank down into the waters of baptism, your life disappeared from the world’s view.  When you rose back up you rose up into a life that was a different kind of life – a life that is known only to God, invisible to the world.

The world knew the old you.  They could see all there was to the old you, but the new you is completely hidden from them.

Spiritual life is something that can only be seen through they eyes of faith.  It is only knowable to those who believe God.  It is not visible to anyone now – believers or unbelievers, but it is knowable to believers – through revelation.

You can’t even know about it except through believing what the Bible says about it.
16:35
So right now it is visible to no one, and knowable by us.  Someday it will be visible to all. 

in God
You are buried deep within the life of Christ who is buried deep within the life of God.  

As things go for God, so they go for you.  
Your well being is tied to His.  
A sad day for him is a sad day for you.  
A joyful moment for Him is a joyful moment to you.  

That which is in His best interests are the only things that are in yours.  
That which is most important to Him is of greatest concern to you.  
That which is not is of no concern to you.
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Our Appearing With Him
4When Christ, who is your life,
Obviously a metaphor (Christ is not synonymous with our lives) 
His is our life in that He is the source (Jn.14:19), model or template (2 Co.4:10), center (Gal.2:20), purpose and goal (2 Co.3:18) of our lives.
We say, “Football is his life” or “music is his life” or “He lives for that job”  
There are stronger Christians and weaker Christians, but from the first day of a person’s conversion on, a Christian is someone who, when you watch their life, you immediately say, “Christ is his life.”

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
That’s what we are to be thinking about.
18:45
The contrast is between hidden and appears.

Now it’s all hidden, but then everything that the Bible says to be true of you.will be observable by everyone. 

1Jn 3:1-3  How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
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The great hope of the believer is the second coming – far more so than just dying and being present with Christ.  That latter will be wonderful, but is completely eclipsed in the NT by the hope of the parousia, which will evidently be far greater.
The three “with Christ” clauses in this passage describe salvation from beginning to end.  
You were raised with Christ
You are hidden with Christ
You will be revealed with Christ

Salvation has a past, present and future, but it’s important to always keep in mind that the past and present aspects are only for the purpose of the future, which is the main focus and the main point of salvation.

We tend to forget this.  Flip through your Bible some time and notice that wherever you turn you find the Day of Christ to be the focus of everything – both on earth and in heaven.

I used to wonder why the second coming is given as our greatest hope.  Why not going to be with Christ the moment you die?  I have to confess most of my life that has been my real hope.  But that is not what Scripture sets forth as our great hope.  The joy of going to be with Christ right after death is mentioned a couple times in passing, but the great focus is always the second coming. 

Why?  Because the Second Coming is better!  - far better.  
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We sing, “He came from heaven to earth…from earth to the cross…from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky”

That song stops short of the really good part!  It would be like if you were going to describe the wonderful time you had going to a concert: “First we went down and got the tickets (repeat if worship chorus).  From there we drove to the venue, and then…WE GAINED ADMISSION INTO THE CONCERT HALL!!!”  Aren’t you stopping short of the real climax?

It would be like if you wrote a song about your wedding: “First we got the license, then we arrived at the Church, then we got dressed, AND THEN THE PRELUDE MUSIC STARTED!!!”

Why focus on a relatively minor detail that comes before the great event?
23:20
When Tracy and I got married, the wedding was at the end of Aug.  I spent that summer in CO, and she in MN.  I went to MN a few days before the wedding.  

Was I happy to see Tracy after a whole summer apart?  You better believe it.  But do you think I spent the summer thinking about the day I arrived in MN, or do you think I spent the summer thinking about the wedding day?

The end of this life is like me going to MN at the end of that summer.  The parousia is like the wedding.
24:13
That song should say, “From the cross to the grave, from the grave up to heaven and from heaven to the skies if full, brilliant glory, arriving in power and great glory with an entourage of countless millions of angels and all the glorified saints riding horses!  Nothing will be hidden any longer – every speck of creation will behold His glory.  (Like How Great Thou Art)

It will be the climax of history.  It will be the end of sorrows.  It will be the beginning of perfection.  It will be the greatest moment ever.    

Things will no longer be messed up.  Think about that when you are having a bad day.  We are so prone to just look to the end of the present trial.  Don’t do that – there’s another trial coming right behind that one.

Don’t lay down in bed and think, “Maybe next year will be better.”  Next year may be a lot worse.
26:10
then you also will appear with him in glory.

There have been some high points in redemptive history.  The creation of all things must have been spectacular.  
God’s arrival on Mt. Sinai was awesome.  
The Transfiguration was an amazing event.  
When you die and go to be with Jesus, that first day in Paradise will be overwhelming.  Your suffering will be over, you will be flooded with joy, you will be in the presence of God – you will have an awareness that you will never know sorrow ever again…

But when that happens, you will not arrive there and breathe out a sigh and say, “Ah – finally I have arrived at my final reward.”  As wonderful as it will be, I’m not sure you will have a sense of completion at that point.  
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I believe your attention will be just as fixed on the future then as it is now – even more so.  I believe from the moment you die until the moment of the resurrection your heart will be dominated with a joyful hope and anticipation of the Second Coming.

I challenge anyone to find a greater event anywhere in Scripture.  That’s the focal point of everything.  There are other terrific things, but the focus of all history is on that, because it is such a spectacular event that it eclipses everything else.

And what will make it so spectacular?  What is it about that moment that is so monumentally wonderful and exciting?  The glory with which Christ will appear.

2Th 1:8-10  He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 10on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 
28:10
Have you ever seen something that amazed you and your first thought was about someone you love: “Oh, I wish he were here to see this”?  Jesus felt that way about us.  There is something He really wished we could see. 

What was it?  You might expect that it would be the splendor of heaven – the glorious brilliance of the streets of gold.  
Jn.17:24  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
Jesus thinks clear back to before the creation, and remembers this gift of glory the Father gave Him that is beyond words, and says, “Oh, I can’t wait for you guys to see this.”
The glory of heaven will be nice, but nothing like the glory of Christ.  The glory of heaven is not our great hope – the glory of Christ is.  
I saw an Easter play that depicted the ascension and the glorification of Christ.  Some of the things the did in that play brought tears to my eyes, but I have to say the depiction of the glorified Christ left me flat at best.
29:20
Some guy sitting in shiny clothes on a chair that’s elevated 3 ft. off the stage, with lights shining and little puffs of smoke from a smoke machine, and some tin foil crown?  I really think we would be better off not depicting the glorified Christ at all.  

If we want that in a play, maybe the thing to do is the same thing the NT does – have Him just out of view, and show men’s reactions.  Shine the brightest light they can get just above the stage, and show men in exuberant joy – and at the same time staggering under the awesome scene until they fall to their knees.
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And what is it about His appearing that will be so glorious?

The thing that Scripture highlights is His entourage.
  
2Th 1:6-7  He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.
But it’s not just the 10K times 10K angels.  They might be out around the fringes.  The group that will do the most to draw attention to His glory will be us.

1Th 4:16-18  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
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The word translated meet is a word that means to go out to meet an approaching dignitary for the purpose of accompanying him into the city.

At the rapture, we will go to meet Him in the air, in the blink of an eye our bodies will be transformed – everyone who has died in Christ will be raised with glorified bodies, and the whole group of us, along with the angels, will accompany Him back to earth.  And that will make His coming glorious.

Zech.14:5  Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 

Jude 14-15  See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15to judge everyone

Rev  19:11-15  I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.  Now look how glorious He is:  12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. (that’s you) 
33:25
If the point of our being there is to glorify Christ, how glorious do you think God will make us?

Last week we saw that all of creation is on its toes craning its neck waiting to see the redemption of our bodies.  But the creation isn’t the only thing looking forward to it.
When you study end times, you hear a lot about the timing of the rapture and the Tribulation, but you rarely hear anything about an event that is far greater than both – the presentation of the Church.

2 Co.4:14 we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15 All this is …to the glory of God.
(like when someone pulls a sheet off a great work)  God is going to fix us up and then unveil us for Christ to see.  And you better believe there will be a huge smile on His face at that moment.

Col.1:22 he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 23 if you continue in your faith

What will this presentation be like?  God has more creativity than Hollywood, more resources than Las Vegas, more production expertise than Madison Avenue, and more love than anything we can imagine.

At the end of the age there is going to be a literally earth-shattering presentation.  It will be spectacular beyond any spectacle you have ever seen.  We will be presented to God.  The Bible likens it to a bride being presented to her husband at the wedding.

A woman is never more beautiful than on her wedding day

her to himself as a radiant church     e;ndoxon - ultraglorious 
Radiant is a good trans. - not just the dress.  Tracy was radiant.  Her face was glowing.
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Will tears of joy well up in the Bridegroom’s eyes?
without stain   Her dress will be perfect - no spots
wrinkle  Look around and you will see a lot of wrinkles now (spiritually)
blameless.   
Can you imagine what it will be like just to be around each other?  (let alone Christ)
37:52
If we will be presented TO Christ, who will do the presenting?  Jesus.  

I want you to imagine a woman so hideously ugly she has no friends.  She is worthless, no one cares about her, she is filthy and ugly.  Not only that, she is a quadriplegic and utterly helpless.  

Then the purist, most wonderful man ever comes and asks her to marry him.  He does not look down on her, but works to win her heart.  In the process of doing that this very rich man spends everything he had.  

The woman finally falls in love and agrees to marry him.  On the wedding day, she has no friends to help her get dressed or made up.  

So the bridegroom gets her ready.  When he is done she is the most beautiful woman ever born. 
39:25
At a wedding, the project of making the Bride as beautiful as possible is such an ordeal, that her friends help her - they use a whole room.  

At the ceremony, when the bride first enters a room everyone gasps.   

When the Church is presented to Christ – made ultraglorious by Christ Himself, all of creation will catch its breath.  And so will Christ.
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Conclusion:
When the Source of your life is revealed, everything else about it will also be revealed.  Right now they look at us and can see light, but they don’t know what to make of it.  The time is coming when the sun will appear, and it will be immediately obvious that our light is rays from the glorious sun – the connection between who we are and what we are, and the Source of that life will be as obvious as the connection between light rays and the sun.

Eadie: “Nor is our appearance in glory with Christ a momentary gleam; it is rather the first burst of unending splendor.  And it has, or shall have, for its elements – final freedom from the sins and sorrows of earth; perfect holiness beyond the possibility of loss, with unmingled (happiness) beyond the reach of forfeit; and endless abode in heaven, and in the brightest province of it; the rapturous adoration of God, and unbroken fellowship with Christ; the exalted companionship of angels and genial sprits of human kindred; and the successful pursuit of Divine knowledge in a realm where no shadow ever falls, but where is chanted the high hallelujah, welling out of the consciousness that all this ecstasy is of sovereign grace, ay, all of it sealed to us for eternity, in connection with Christ our life.”

Theologically, the Church Age can be defined as a unique time when the age to come is breaking in to this present age.  We call this “inaugurated eschatology.”   Focus your attention on the cracks in the present age where the age to come is coming through.  

That’s your destiny.  This present age is passé.  It’s yesterday’s news.   It’s dying and decaying and will soon be gone.  Don’t invest a second’s worth of your thoughts or attention more than you have to to it.   

Anything that is not eternal is out of date.
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·	Come up and pray
·	Cards/ brochures
·	Leadership (pick up new ch.)
·	doughnuts
·	SS
·	

Benediction: Jude 24-25  To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy- 25to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 


