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We are learning how to make wise decisions.  Last time: avoiding adultery.  This time something very similar: Money.  They are similar, because sins that are expressed in the misuse of sex are the same as sins that are expressed in the misuse of money.  

Remember the underlying sin that brings a person to the point of committing adultery?  Covetousness.  Another word for that is greed.

There are two topics Pr. addresses regarding $ - #1. Your attitude regarding money and #2 your actions regarding $.  It’s useless to talk about #2 w/o having a firm grasp of #1. 
ATTITUDE
Contentment vs. GREED 
Pr 15:27  A greedy man brings trouble to his family,
Defined 
What is greed?  Is it wanting a lot of money?  No.  If someone walked up to me with a lot of money and said, “Do you want this?” I would say, “Sure.”  

If greed is wanting a lot of money, where do you draw the line?  Is it OK to want $100?

Covetousness = desire – contentment.  

You have the choice to think about whatever you like all day long.  C is when you choose to set a large percentage of your thoughts on what you don’t have.  

We chastise our children on Christmas if they get a bunch of presents and then complain about what they didn’t get.  But we do the same thing.  

God gives us innumerable blessings, and what do we do?  We focus in on our neighbor’s car.  Or that house you don’t have, etc.

Be Content
We are to be content with what God gives us. Pr 30:15 "The leech has two daughters. `Give! Give!' they cry. And they are never satisfied.

It is not wrong to become rich.  But it is wrong to have riches as a goal in life or to refuse to be satisfied without them. Don’t make riches a goal 

Pr 28:20  A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished.

Greed is a mark of gross ingratitude, and it is a slap in the face of God.  It is a refusal to recognize the kindness of God.

God’s kindness is when He takes His goodness and fires it in a laser beam strait at you and makes a direct hit.

Every person on the planet has personally experienced the kindness of God, and continues to experience it with every breath they take.

In Pr.28:25 Greed is the opp of trust in the LORD. (A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.) 

God says He is kind.  He has given proof that He is kind.  He has flooded you with kindness.  Greed is the refusal to believe that God is kind.  

“I have to grab as much as I possibly can.  I have to generate my own happiness, because God will never provide it.  I have to get my hands on way more than I need, because God won’t take care of me in the future….”

That goes for anything – not just money.  

That’s the sin of gluttony.  “I have to eat the whole dozen of these donuts, otherwise someone else will eat them, and I won’t get any – God won’t provide me with anything pleasurable to eat tomorrow, so I’m going to eat it all now.”

And it’s not only wrong; it’s foolish.
Pr.23:4-5  Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. 5Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 

When you make it your goal to get rich, that will cause you to make decisions in life that will tend to bring poverty.

Stinginess vs. Generosity
Stinginess doesn’t work either.
Pr 28:22  A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him. 
Hoarding your $ is also a ticket to poverty.

21:26 the righteous give without sparing. 
Pr 22:9  A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.
Pr 11:24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

So far, I haven’t told you anything new.  You all knew when you came in here that you shouldn’t be greedy or stingy, and that you should be contented and generous.  

But those are attitudes.  It’s not that easy to just change an attitude.  How do you do it?

The answer begins with understanding the proper value of money.  (Remember Pr. teaches us priorities?)  

You will tend to naturally be generous and do the right things with your money, if you have the proper priorities.  Both your attitude and actions will automatically adjust to the biblical standard once your priorities are set right.

This study is one of the most important, because so many decisions in life involve trying to determine how valuable something is in relation to $.  
·	Every purchase you make
·	Job – hours, conditions, etc.
·	Vacation
·	Giving
·	investments

Money is Very Valuable
You usually hear warnings about over-valuing $, and that’s important (in fact, it’s point 2).  

But don’t get carried away with that.  It’s foolish to undervalue money.  If you don’t understand how valuable and important $ is, you will make foolish decisions in life.

You need $.  If you don’t earn $, you have to live off someone else’s $.

There are a lot of troubles in life that $ can protect you from.  Pr 10:15-16 The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 

For one thing, it can protect you from injustice  

Pr.13:23  A poor man's field may produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it away. 

You can have a great year financially, but if you are a poor person, you can loose it all to people who treat you unjustly – and you have no recourse (can’t afford a good lawyer).

It can protect you from being shunned 19:7 Influences people 18:16, 19:4,6
4 Wealth brings many friends, but a poor man's friend deserts him. 

It will bring you favor of a lot of people 14:20

21:14 it will calm anger  

22:7  It tends to place you in a position of authority  

Don’t underestimate the value of money.  It is a very important aspect of life on earth.  

Yes, it’s temporary and will all burn someday, and no, you can’t take it with you in the casket, but while you are here it is a major player in this world.

Money is powerful - especially in the hands of the wise Pr.14:24  The wealth of the wise is their crown 

It’s also powerful in the hands of a fool. Misuse causes suffering

Pr 11:15  He who puts up security for another will surely suffer 

It’s kind of like a loaded gun.  In the hands of a trained police officer in the midst of a dangerous crime, it can be used to save people’s lives.  In the hands of a fool, it can cause terrible tragedy. 

And since there is no way to go through life without handling money, it’s important that we be wise.

The value of $ is limited
It can protect you, but not from everything.  

“$ can get you anywhere but heaven, and it can buy you anything but happiness.” 

That quote really doesn’t go far enough.  There are lots of things money can’t buy.

Pr 18:11  The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall.  It gives a false security.  It protects, but it is not an unscalable wall.

Pr 11:28  Whoever trusts in his riches will fall 

There are a lot of things $ can protect you from, but if you start looking to $ as your source of security, brace yourself, because one way or another God is going to have to teach you that that’s the wrong source.  That is idolatry.

It has no effect on a person’s value 22:2
It is not connected with intelligence 28:11

It’s not as important as peaceful relationships
Pr 15:16  Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil. 

Pr 17:1  Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

Keep that in mind next time you and your spouse get into a fight over a purchase or over $.  

Taking the right path through life is dependent upon making wise decisions, and you will make wise decisions when your priorities are set right, and one priority that must be drilled into your frontal lobes is that when you have to choose between money or peaceful relationships, PR are more valuable in life than money is.

Peaceful relationships will bring you more benefits in life.

Not as important as righteousness, justice, Pr 16:8  17:23, 
or godly speech 19:1
Not as important as wisdom and understanding Pr 16:16  
19:22 – not as important as truthfulness
16:19 -  not as important as humility
22:1 Not as important as a good name

Any decisions involving sacrificing your reputation to get $ will be much easier if this priority is set in your mind.

11:16  Not as important as respect
(Choice between getting someone’s $ or respect, R is more valuable)

Easier to come by, and not as important as a prudent wife 19:14

“I have a prudent wife, but she has still cost me thousands”  Well, you’re still getting a great deal.

Not only are there limits to the value of $, there are some real drawbacks to wealth

It can drive you to do wrong 28:21, 30:8,9

It makes you a target  
Pr.13:8  A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor man hears no threat. 
If you are dirt poor, you don’t get many lawsuits, robberies, etc.

It makes you proud Pr 18:23  A poor man pleads for mercy, but a rich man answers harshly. 

It’s important to understand both the value and the limitations of $. 

TT Pr 11:16

Pr 11:16 A kindhearted woman gains respect, but ruthless men gain only wealth. 

“All I ask is a chance to prove that money can't make me happy.”

Notice the phrase only wealth.  Wealth is wonderful, only wealth is a curse.  

If you ever get to a point where you have only wealth, that means your life has come to a catastrophic, disastrous point.  

History is littered with people who have committed suicide because of getting to a point where they had only wealth.
How do you get it?
“In my case, the buck stopped before it got here.” 

This is crucial, because your method of gaining $ determines what kind of $ you get.

2 Different kinds of $:
There are 2 kinds of $.  One is very valuable, and the other is worthless.

Some dollar bills are worth more that others – like stocks.

Good kind brings life; bad bring punishment.
Good result in wealth; bad have trouble added.

Good will still be around when you are old and will go to your kids, bad will end up in the hands of a stranger (13:22)

Bad kind brings trouble to your house, & cuts your life short 28:16

Bad kind dwindle away, Good kind multiplies.  

It’s better to have 10 that will multiply to 1000, than to have 10K that will dwindle down to 100.

Obviously you don’t want to have any of those bad dollars (punishment, trouble added, loss, etc.), but you would have to be crazy not to want the good kind.
Bad $
What determines which kind you get?  3 things: 
#1 the method of getting it

Pr 10:2  Ill-gotten treasures are of no value
[c;B  Something gained through greed or some other wrong way.

That includes fraud (20:17), lying (21:6), stealing (1:19), oppressing the poor (22:16), giving gifts to the rich (22:16), exorbitant interest (28:8). 

“But $ is $.  What does it matter how you get it?  Doesn’t one dollar bill have the same purchasing power as another?”  

No.  Getting a dollar bill through the wrong means is like getting one with red bank ink on it.

Turns bad  Pr 20:17  Food gained by fraud tastes sweet to a man, but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel. 

Pr 21:6  A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare.   

Bad $ is fleeting.  “If money could talk, it would say goodbye”  That’s not true of good $, but it is of bad.

Gained by oppressing the poor or giving to the rich – brings poverty 22:16
Gained by exorbitant interest – will be lost 28:8

Pr 10:22 The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it.(Good kind)

Pr 15:6 The house of the righteous contains great treasure, but the income of the wicked brings them trouble. (Bad kind)

If you are ever tempted to get something through questionable means, ask yourself, “What good is this going to do me?”  Your wealth is determined not my how much $ you have, but by how much $ you have in relation to your expenses, and guess who is in charge of those.  

Two guys need a refrigerator.  The first guy earns $100 through honest work.  He goes shopping and just happens to find a deal – instead of $500, it’s only $75.  

On the way home he gets the mail – unexpected refund check for $100 from the ins. Company.  He comes away with a great R that works great for years, and pockets the extra $125.

Another man gets uses some shady techniques, and swindles someone out of $1000.  He goes shopping for a R.  On the way he gets his mail, and gets an unexpected bill for $1500.  So he has to borrow to get a R, has to pay full price, gets it home, and the day after the warrantee is up, it dies.

You tell me – which is more valuable, the $100 or the $1000.  Remember greater than and less than?  $100 + God’s blessing > $1000 with trouble added.

#1 the method of getting it
#2 Character. Your character determines the value of your wages.
Did you know righteous people get paid a different kind of $ than wicked people?
Pr 11:18  The wicked man earns deceptive wages, (bad kind) but he who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward
10:16  The wages of the righteous (good kind) bring them life, but the income of the wicked brings them punishment.
A righteous man’s paycheck for $1000 > a wicked man’s paycheck for $1000

#3 Wisdom
The wiser you are, the more useful your $ is Pr 17:16  Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom? 

How to get the good kind
Listen carefully, because you won’t hear too many sermons from this pulpit about how to get $.  But here it is in Pr., so here we go.  

Want money?  Want good, valuable $?  Here’s how:
1. Pursue R and love  Pr 21:21  He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor.  10:3, 13:21 
2. Pursue humility and the fear of the LORD Pr 22:4 Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life. 

3. Be faithful. Pr 28:20  A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished. 

4. Work hard Pr 21:25 
Pr 10:4  Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. 4:23
Pr 12:11 He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment. 
Shortcuts to wealth usually bring poverty.

Don’t fall in love with pleasure Pr 21:17  He who loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich.

5. A little at a time
Watch out for get rich quick schemes or get rich slow schemes.  Watch out for any scheme.  “How do I know if it’s a scheme?”  Does it involve you working and getting a fair price for your work?

Pr 13:11  he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.
Pr 20:21  An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at the end. 
Sports, celebs, lottery. ----- ruin

Frank McKinney Hubbard “The safest way to double your money is to fold it over once and put it in your pocket.” 

“Well, if I won the lottery, I would just live like I live now.”  Oh, is that you goal?  Well, guess what…

Make careful plans – don’t act in haste  Pr 21:5  The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 


What to do with it
Once you get good $ in your hands, the first thing you do is decide what it’s for.  If you get an unexpected bonus as work, you think, “Oh, now I have all this money, now I can…”  fill in the blank.  What comes to your mind first?  (“I wouldn’t know…”)

1. Honor the Lord with it.
Pr 3:9  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine
…now I can honor the Lord.”

How do you honor the Lord?  The word honor is almost always associated with giving, and in this context is referring to the tithe.  The tithe is an OT pattern for worshiping God.  The NT counterpart is the free will offering.  There are several principles in the NT that we won’t get into (percentage, to support the pastors, etc.), but the principle this v. focuses on is that you honor God with the firstfruits.

“I’ll do what I want to do, then I’ll see what’s left for God.”  God will not accept leftovers as worship.

Suppose you have all good $, and no bad $.  That good $ is divided into two categories – firstfruits and the rest.  The only money that is useful for honoring God is the firstfruits.  You give to God first.  That’s a demonstration of faith and priorities.

Kindness to the poor honors God 14:31 and will be rewarded by God Pr 19:17
He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done. 
Pr 28:27  He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses. 

2. Be generous with it.
21:26 the righteous give without sparing. 
Pr 22:9  A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.
Pr 11:24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

3. Don’t squander it.  Being generous does not mean throwing it away.  
Pr 17:18  A man lacking in judgment strikes hands in pledge and puts up security for his neighbor
Pr 22:26-27  Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts; if you lack the means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you.
Pr 6:1-5 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another,  2if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, 
3then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor!  4Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids.  5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler. 
Pr 20:16  Take the garment of one who puts up security for a stranger; hold it in pledge if he does it for a wayward woman. 
There are some people you shouldn’t give $ to.  (people who won’t work)  Some people, if you give them $ you do them more harm than good.

We are to be good stewards of our money, and it is both wrong and foolish to squander it.  The biggest way to squander $ is on sinful habits. Pr 29:3 a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth. 
Sin will devour wealth.

Another way to squander $ is to be over-indulgent 23:20,21 in your lifestyle.  
Pr 23:20-21  Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, 21for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags. 
4. Manage it well
Pr 27:23-27  Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; 24 for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. 25 When the hay is removed and new growth appears and the grass from the hills is gathered in, 26 the lambs will provide you with clothing, and the goats with the price of a field. 27 You will have plenty of goats' milk to feed you and your family and to nourish your servant girls. 

Have a budget.  “Budget: A method for going broke methodically”  That’s not true.
The more $ you have, the more time and energy it takes to properly manage it.  You should know what you spend in each category.  People get into trouble, because they are overspending in one category, and trying to cut their spending in another.

5. Save some of it
Pr.21:20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. 

It’s sin to horde $, but it’s foolish not to save.  Do columns.  
Prayer (offering)


BENEDICTION:
Eph 1:17-19  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

