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Last week: Jesus re-called the disciples.  We learned a few things about God’s calling.
It is a life long call
It is comprehensive.  In order to follow God’s calling, you can’t do anything else.  It’s full time.
It comes with a guarantee of success.  There is no possibility that if you faithfully carry out your calling, that you will end up in ultimate failure and wasted life.

As a created being, it would be the height of arrogance and foolishness to do anything other than what your Creator wants you to do.  If God has called you to something, than for you nothing else in life matters – only that.  

What is your calling?  First and foremost, to follow Christ (salvation).

Everyone is invited (unlimited atonement)
EFFECTUAL CALL
On the day of your conversion, God called you in a way that you responded to it.  You were called in a special way that day.

That’s why the Bible can refer to Christians as “the called.”  
1 Co.1:23  we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
“But I thought everyone was called.”  Yes, everyone is invited, but not everyone is called in this way.

That’s why Scripture refers to the day of your conversion as the day you were called.
1 Co.7:21  Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you--although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is Christ's slave.
1 Co.7:18  Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called?
1 Co.1:26   Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.
1 Ti.6:12  Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

I counted 23 times “called” is used in this way.

Whenever God calls someone in that way, they respond.  (But I don’t like the term “irresistible” – “effectual” is a better term)  

Ro.8:28   And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, n who n have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Ro.9:23  the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory-- 24 even us, whom he also called,

Jd.1    Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,To those who have been called 
Ro.1:9   To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
1 Co.1:2  to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy,
Acts 2 :39  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."
Heb.3:1   Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus,
Heb.9:15  For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance
“Wait a minute.  If God’s call is effectual, man has no choice.  If there is such a thing as election, or effectual calling, then why does the Bible talk about human will?  Which is it?  Are we to just be called?  Do we just have to hope we are chosen?  Or are we to be faithful?

Rev.17:14  and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers
Being called and chosen in no way negate human responsibility.
2 Pe.1:10  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall,
Ga.1:6   I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you

We don’t believe that just because it is effectual, man is passive.  Man is not passive in salvation. Ph.3:14   I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

On the other hand, the fact that we have been called is a source of tremendous security.  God wouldn’t have called you to salvation if He wasn’t serious about you being saved.  So the very fact that you have been called in that special way is a source of security. 1 Thes.5:23  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.
When Paul is teaching about God’s promise to keep us, he reminds us that the God who keeps us is the God who called us (I believe in divine preservation – we just disagree on whether or not it is conditional)
THE CALL TO SALV. GOES WAY BEYOND CONVERSION
1 Pe.2:9 says it means being  called…out of darkness into his wonderful light.
1 Co.1:9 says it means being  called…into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ 
Eph.4:4 says  you were called to one hope…one Lord, one faith, one baptism
1 Thes.2:12  says it means being called into his kingdom and glory.
2 Thes.2:13,14 He called you to (salvation, sanctification and belief)…that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Pe.5:10 says it means being called…to his eternal glory 
Eph.1:18  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,

You were in hopeless darkness, and God called you out of that into wonderful light.
You were utterly alone, and God called you into fellowship with Christ.
You were without hope, and God called you into a life of hope.
You were a sick, broken, pauper, and God called you into His Kingdom.
You were spiritually dead, and God called you into eternal glory.

called to a righteous life

2 Ti.1:9  God, 9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life—
1 Co.1:2 called to be holy,
1 Thes.4:7   God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.
1 Pe.1:15  But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;

1 Co.7:17  God has called us to live in peace.
Col.3:15  you were called to peace.
Ga.5:13  You, my brothers, were called to be free
1 Pe.2:21  if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, 
(Kind speech)  1 Pe.3:9   Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called 

This is one of the biggest motivations we have for living a godly life.
Ga.5:8  (arguing against legalism)  Paul pulls out his big gun: That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you.  Why are you going in that direction?  That has nothing to do with your calling.  

Eph.4:1 I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.
God called you.  Live a life worthy of that (that corresponds to that).  Live in light of the fact that you were called.
2 Thes.1:11 we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, 
That’s why it’s so important for us to learn about what God is like.  
2 Pe.1:3  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us 
Our whole existence is centered on responding to the call of this God, and He has called us to be like Him, so we must learn what He is like.  Once you have done that, you have everything you need.
10 times God is called “The one who calls you”

And one of the crucial things we know about God is that He called us.
God has invited you to His house.  God wants us to think of Him as the One who calls us.
Ro.9:12   him who calls 
1 Co.1:9   God, who has called you 
Ga.1:6   the one who called you
Ga.5:8  one who calls you.
1 Thes.2:12  God, who calls you
1 Thes.5:24  The one who calls you 
1 Pe.1:15  he who called you 
1 Pe.2:9  him who called you 
1 Pe.5:10  And the God of all grace, who called you 
2 Pe.1:3  him who called us.

Live in light of your calling. 
Calling must become the central identifying factor of your existence

We often put identifiers after our name to tell people about us.
Darrell Ferguson: Church planting missionary, pastor of Creekside EFC
John Walvoord, B.A. M.A. Th.B. Th.M. D.D. Th.D., former president of Dallas Theological Seminary, editor or America’s oldest theological scholarly journal, Bibliotheca Sacra, eminent theologian, prolific author.

Paul had an identifier that he placed after his name as well.
1 Co.1:1  Paul, called to be an apostle 
Ro.1:1  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel 
When Paul thought of himself, he thought of himself in relationship to God’s call.
Your credentials are not earthly things.  Your calling is your credential.   That gives you authority.

The Blues Brothers went around saying, “We are on a mission from God.”  So did Paul.
He always identifies himself by his relationship to God’s calling, or the will or command of God.
2 Co.1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God 
Eph 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
Col 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
2 Tim 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God
Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle-sent not from men nor by man but by Jesus Christ and God the Father 
1 Tim 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior
Titus 1:1  Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ 
1 Co.1:1  Paul, called to be an apostle 
Ro.1:1  Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel 
-  If someone introduces himself to you “Hi, I’m Jim, the president of (organization)” then you know he thinks of himself primarily in terms of his role in the org.
-  If “Hi, I’m Jane, manager of (business)” – thinks of self in terms of her job.
-  If “Hi, I’m so-and-so’s wife.”   thinks of self in terms of family
But Paul thought of self only in terms of his role in the Kingdom of God.  Jesus was the same way:
Jn.6:38 I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me
Jn.8:28 …I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.
Jn.5:19  I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
Jn.5:30  By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
Jn.12:49  For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it.

There is something energizing and motivating about having a clear purpose – a sense of being in the midst of an important task.  Some Xians struggle along, because they see their life as just a routine.  They come to church because they have always come to church.  They are just carrying on with a function out of routine.  But when there is a sense that you are working on an important task, you go to church, and you can’t wait to get there.
**********
Called to a unique task
So you have been called to salvation and called to holiness.  We are called to follow Christ and then become like Christ in our character.  That call has gone out to every person in the world – the exact same call.  But there is also a unique call that you have received.  God created you and designed you to fulfill a specific role in the world, in your family, and in the church. 
 (It’s not just pastors and missionaries who receive a call to the ministry) 

If you go anywhere else besides Scripture to figure out what to do with your life, you will get very little guidance if any.  The best this world can do is lump you into some category with millions of other people.

The media analysts think they have you pegged at every turn, but in reality all they do is strip away your uniqueness.   They will tell you that you are a baby boomer, or a Gen Xer, or a Yuppy, or Gen Y, baby busters – child of the 60’s or 50’s, etc.

Freudians divide according to childhood neurosis, feminist by gender (either a woman or non-woman), politicians according to class and income bracket, or by political party.
The experts who help people select a profession will tell you you are left brained or right brained, or they will lump you in some quadrant in a square.  Type A to Gen Y, this world insists they have you figured out when they identify a single aspect of your personality.

And when you don’t perfectly fit into a category (no one does), they just lop off what doesn’t fit.  “They trim the picture of our personalities to fit their mass-produced frames” - Os Guiness.

But God is different. 
Ex.33:17 And the LORD said to Moses, "…I know you by name."

John 10:3 the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
Isa.45:3 I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.

Before God calls you out, He singles you out.
When God calls you – when He summons you into His service, He doesn’t say, “OK, all the young marrieds over here, empty nesters there, low income over there…”

No, when God calls you, He says, “Darrell, here is the reason I made you.  Here is why I formed you the way you are, and placed you in these circumstances...I saw to it that you were born in 1967 In this town, in this family because I have this task for you – and only you.” 

It doesn’t get any more specific than calling you by name.  He doesn’t say, “OK I have job for some 31 year old female with three kids and a minivan.”  He says, “Tracy Marie Ferguson.  I have a task for you.”
Eph.4:3-7
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called—5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God…
Does that mean we are all the same?  No-
7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.

In Eph., when Paul talks about a specific grace given to an individual, what does he mean?

3:2,7,8 – Paul’s specific task.   
each has been given a task.  There is no non-gifted, non-called believer.  If you think of a lay-person as someone who is not called into the ministry, then there is no such thing as a lay-person in the church.

There are a lot of ways we are unified.  But we are diverse in this sense: we have each been given a grace.  

This task is primarily for the edification of the church.

All of the major passages about your specific role have to do with your role in the church to the church.  
Eph.4:16 the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
Ro.12:6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us  5... each member belongs to all the other (members of the body). 

1 Co.12:4-22  There are different kinds of gifts, … 5 There are different kinds of service, … There are different kinds of working, ... 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

1 Co.14:4ff (The gift is useless unless it is used to edify the church).
1 Co.14:12 excel in gifts that build up the church.
1 Co.14:26 All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.

You have been gifted and equipped by God to carry out some role in the church that edifies the church.

Heb.5:4  No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was.
Other ministries are the same way.
Your task is unique, 
THEREFORE IT IS IMPORTANT
If just anyone with your resume could do your task, then it wouldn’t be so vital that you do it.  But if you are unique, and you are tailor-made for a specific role in the church – and you don’t do your job, the job just doesn’t get done.

Some people might think things are going just fine now, but if I volunteer I can add to what is happening.  More accurate: In order for the body to function normally, I have to do my job, and do it well.  If I do nothing, the body is crippled.
2 words to wipe from our vocab.: volunteering, and adding

“What’s wrong with “adding”?  We shouldn’t think things are OK without our involvement, but we can add to that and make it even better.  If that’s the case, then your input is not all that important.  But your involvement is not optional.  It’s essential.  It’s not something extra – something to be added to the work, it’s part of the work.

You are a part of a body.  If a body part doesn’t function, the body is hindered.  Think in terms of subtracting.  If you are a leg, and you take a couple years off, in the mean time the body is crippled.  

1 Co.12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" (nor can the body part say, “You have no need of me”)

And that’s why we need to get rid of that other term – “volunteer”
I don’t like that term.  It sounds like helping out at the rotary club.  Volunteers don’t have to volunteer – volunteering is going above and beyond your responsibility.   But the Christian can’t do that, because your role in your church is your responsibility.

If you are an ear, you have the responsibility to do the hearing.  The legs don’t say, “I think I’ll volunteer to do the walking for the body every third week of the month.

How can a body part best contribute to what he body is doing?  Do what the head tells it to do.
Think of how you evaluate the various parts of your body. 
Q: Do you evaluate the parts of your body by whether or not they accomplish the overall job, or by whether they accomplish their specific job?
Suppose your objective is to take out the trash.  How do you evaluate your elbow?  It is not the responsibility of your elbow to transport the bag from the kitchen to the garage.  All you expect out of your elbow is to bend the right amount at the right time.  The elbow has one job: bend.

How do you evaluate your hair?  What would you do if someone said, “I hate my hair.”  
“Why?  Your hair looks great.”
“O sure, it looks great, but that’s all it ever does.  It’s next to worthless.  It can’t walk, talk, it’s blind as a bat, has an IQ of zero…”

No, your hair has a specific job – to look nice.  The only time you get frustrated with your hair is if it won’t look nice.  If it looks really good, you are happy with it, even though it doesn’t do anything else.

A tiny little muscle in a finger can help create a masterpiece just by contracting at the moment the signal comes from the artist’s head.  But if it contracts whenever it wants to, we call that a spasm. 
The significance of your work for the Lord is not measured by how many people you win to the Lord, how many Bible verses you know, how much money you have given, how many offices you have served in at church, how many SS lessons you have taught.

The significance of your work for the Lord is measured by one thing: whether or not you accomplished YOUR task.

Do you see how vital your task is?  It’s important, because it’s unique.  

It’s important for another reason 
Ga.1:15  God…set me apart from birth n and called me by his grace 

Realize that you have been set aside from birth for your task, and ever since your first day of life God has been preparing you for it – using all the experiences – even as an unbeliever.

You need to know that your calling is not just an afterthought.  It’s your destiny.  It’s part of God’s eternal plan.  God thought all this out ahead of time and pre-planned it.  He has been shaping you for this job since birth.

Discovered later  (Acts 9)

How can you waste your life?  Do something other than what God called you to do.
If God called you to be a missionary in Africa, you could waste your life by being a housewife in Colorado.  If God called you to be a housewife in Colorado, you could waste your life by being a missionary in Africa.  

All of life revolves around your calling. The Bible says that every one of you was created for a certain task, you were saved for that task, you were called into it, you were gifted and equipped for it, authorized for it, prepared for it, commanded to do it, you are needed for it, you are accountable for it, and you will be rewarded according to it, and God expects you to do it!

The only meaning of life is to respond to God’s call.

HOW TO DETERMINE YOUR CALLING
It’s as easy as A, B, C, D.  How do you know what your responsibility is in the church?
Ask   Mt.7:7
Ask and it will be given
Seek and you will find
Knock and it will be opened

If all God wants from you is that you follow His leading – respond to His call, it makes sense that if you ask Him He will be more than happy to reveal it to you.

Always keep praying that, because your role can change.

This will help with your perspective.  Temptation: what is best for me?  Proper perspective: “What is needed in Your kingdom?”

Be faithful and responsive to what you know you are called to  Mt 25:23
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 

Salvation and Spiritual growth.  Develop the habits of growth (Sc, Prayer, fellow, worship – talk about each)  

If you ignore God’s call that is obvious (literally in black and white in front of your eyes), forget about discerning His specific calling. 
- Lady who didn’t go to church because she was “called” to minister at work.
- People who feel “called” to leave spouse or date an unbeliever

3.  Check your characteristics   Ro 12:3-6
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you... 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.

God wants us to with great soberness and careful consideration, examine our own giftedness in order to determine our role in the body.

  How did God shape you?
Everything God makes, He shapes just right for its purpose.  (banana peel, human hand)

There are 4 parts to this.
    * 1. Determine your DRIVES
1 Ti.3:1

What are the passions of your heart?  What do you get excited about?  What energizes you rather than sapping your energy?  

Some things you have to discipline yourself to do, others you have to discipline yourself not to do too much.

   *  Examine your abilities

If God created you, placed you on this earth, and then handed you a toolbox with leatherworking tools, what would you assume?  

You are a complex of abilities.  Not just “spiritual gifts” – all kind of skills and abilities.  Several studies have shown that the average person has between 500 and 700 different skills.  Every day you use abilities you may not even realize you have.

Sometimes they are hard to detect, because they come so easy to you, you think they are just easy.

One of the ways to discover your abilities is to think of what frustrates you the most about people in the church.  “Why can’t people just resolve their differences?” maybe God gifted you as a peacemaker.  It comes easily to you, so you can’t figure out why everyone struggles so much.

“The biggest problem in our church is that no one is willing to be a servant.”  It could be God gave you that gift, which is why you are so good at it, and the rest of us are so bad at it.

There are some things that everyone is supposed to do, but that come easier to some.  For example, I think I have the gift of faith (it naturally seems to me like God will take care of me).

Use the church to help you confirm this.    
note: It is one of the duties of the church to discover people’s callings. (TT Acts 13:2)

Acts 13:2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them

Abilities must be confirmed by the church.  “I’m called to preach!”  “We’ve heard you.  No you’re not.”  They say you can tell if God has called you to preach by whether or not He seems to have called others to listen.

At CREEKSIDE, we will eventually have a panel of people to help newcomers with gift discovery and ministry placement.

	* 3. Evaluate you EXPERIENCES

Education (favorite subjects), employment (what jobs brought fulfillment and why), spiritual experiences (what events have been especially meaningful to you, why), ministry experiences (how have you been fruitful in the past), painful experiences (how has God been shaping you?)

*  4.  Perceive your PERSONALITY.

You knit me together in my mother’s womb  - that goes for every part of you, right down to the DNA.

God has also given you a certain personality.  Introverts/extroverts, love routine/variety, thinkers/feelers, work best alone/team.  That’s one of the tools in your tool box.

Dive in to ministries that are available.  If there is nothing available, make up something.  Don’t be the lazy servant of Mt.25. 

1Co 15:58   Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

Don’t know what you should do?  Ask questions.  Pray about it.  Go off by yourself and think.  Try to get involved in something.  Be aggressive – like you would search for a job.  If someone puts you off, keep trying.  

If you can’t find the ideal ministry, do something else.   

You can’t steer a parked car.  Some people are sitting in a chair saying, “Steer me in the right direction Lord!”

Experiment.  Even jobs that are outside of your giftedness will help you discover certain gifts.

Want to discover the general category of your calling?   ABCD 
Ask                    PRAY
Be faithful     OBEY
Chatch the Clues APPRAISE
Dive in!       TRAILBLAZE

All that will give you a general idea of what your calling is.  But we need specifics.  We need to know exactly what we should do and when.  I go through the 4 steps and figure out that I am called to preach.  Great.  But what about decisions like, Should take a church over in this town, or plant a church in Louisville? how much education should I get?  What should I preach on next week?  How should I spend my time?  What specifically should I do tomorrow morning?  

How do we know what God wants us to do on a moment by moment basis?  
How to know God’s will?  
Does God have a specific will for everything?  Only the big things?  Only the spiritual things?
Can you know for sure?
Does God speak today?  How?  Can you know for sure a voice is from Him?  Does the Bible give any guidance on whether I wear the blue shirt or the red shirt?  Yes.

Be here next week.


Conclusion:
God has called.  He left a message.  What was the message about?  It was an invitation.  He wants you to come to a banquet at His house.

Jesus said, “In My Father’s house there are many rooms.  I am going there to prepare a room for you.  And I will come back and bring you to be with Me in My Father’s house.”

God has invited you to His house.  Will you accept?  Not just to His house, but into the various rooms.  There are so many facets of salvation (even in this life) and He has invited you to explore them all.

You can wander down the hallway to the room marked “peace” “holiness” “freedom” “love” “patience” “forgiveness” “faithfulness” “wisdom”

God has invited you into all that.

God has invited you to His house.  Have you accepted?  If not, now is the time, because it is a limited time offer.

God has invited you to spiritual growth.  Have you accepted?  Are you involved in Scripture, Prayer, fellowship and worship?  Are you progressing?  Have you developed significantly in the last year?
 
Some people think that is all there is to our calling.  Get saved, then grow spiritually until you die.  But that is not all there is to it.  That gets you on the right path (show TASK overhead)

The meaning of life is to complete your task.  But if all you have done is become a Christian and grow spiritually, that’s not enough.  

Benediction:
 1 Co.15:58  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.


