Mk.4:35-41         “A Storm Obeys”           7-28-2002

Remember, Jesus’ miracles are previews of the kingdom.  In the kingdom, 

- There will be no sickness or suffering - Jesus healed 
- There will be no death - Jesus raised the dead
- Every need will be met - Jesus did miracles of provision 
- There will be no evil - Jesus cast out demons and forgave sin

But there is one more category.  In order for Jesus to be the Messiah, he has to have to power to bring a new heavens and new Earth – to literally re-form the creation, bring it under control, redeem it, and eliminate the curse. 
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Isa.65:17 Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.
25  The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent's food.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,"  says the LORD.
Who will do this?

Isa.11:1,2a, 6-9
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse (David’s father – this will be the Davidic King, Messiah); from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
6  The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling  together; and a little child will lead them…9 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

One thing no one has ever been able to do is tame the creation.

God gave man dominion over the earth to reign over it.  But man fell, and as a result God cursed the earth.  Now it is a problem for man.  It rages out of man’s control.
- floods
- earthquakes
- disease
- volcano’s
- storms
Man is never so helpless as when he goes against nature.  We are utterly w/o resources.
The power that will take to accomplish is not only beyond the reach of man - it is utterly inconceivable to man.

Read about the New Heavens and earth in Rev.21  - the most spectacular description of beauty in the Bible.
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God’s plan was to come and redeem the creation and reverse the curse in his kingdom.  This is the job of Messiah.

Mk.4:35 That day
What day?  The day we have been studying for three weeks (and we have skipped some parts!).  It was a huge day – a hard day.

We are first introduced to this day in Mk.3:20 where we read that Jesus was so busy He wasn’t even able to eat.  The crowds were relentless that day.  They were in His house.
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It was a day filled with preaching.  It was the day Jesus preached all the parables of Mt.13.  It was a day of teaching.  Later on His disciples asked Him about the meaning of those parables, and He explained them.

It was a day of ministry.  On that day He did battle with Satan and expelled a demon.

It was a day of fierce confrontation with the Pharisees who accused Him of being demonized and being empowered by the Devil.

It was the day when His own family came to take Him away because they thought He was insane. 

It was a long, hard, miserable, difficult, depressing, discouraging day that went on and on and never seemed to end.

Realize, Jesus, in His humaness, was effected just like us by tiring, draining, frustrating circumstances.
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And now Jesus is standing on the shore, getting ready to cross the lake.  Finally He is going to get some rest – finally a chance to take a breath and recuperate a little...  

Well, maybe not quite yet, because here comes someone else…

Matt 8:18-   When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 

Now imagine this.  Picture the exhausted Jesus standing there with one foot in the boat ready to shove off.  Bloodshot eyes.  Completely drained…
20 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."  

Jesus did finally find a place to lay His head.  John may have been thinking of this very remark when he chose to use this same word in John 19:30  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he lay down his head and gave up his spirit. 

Jesus warns this guy what life as a disciple is like.  The call to follow Christ is a call to step out into insecurity from the human point of view.  It’s a call to behave in a way that could never be explained in any other way than faith in someone who is unseen.

  Make no mistake.  Some of you were told about he wonderful plan God had for your life if you accepted Christ.  I hope you were also told that that wonderful plan may involve a life of difficulty, suffering and pain.
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21 Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 

If his father had just died that very day, he probably wouldn’t have been there talking to Jesus.  Most likely, he hadn’t died, and this guy wanted to postpone discipleship until his father passed away.

Whether he was talking about a short delay or long delay, Jesus’ response permits no delay.
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22 But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  

“The boat is leaving right now.  Are you coming or not?”

Matthew doesn’t tell us what those guys decided.  He doesn’t tell us, because that’s not the point.  The point is, how will we, the readers respond?  

Let’s climb into the boat with Him and go across the lake.  
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36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 
Note the details in the story: the mention of the time of day (v. 35), the reference to Jesus "just as he was" (v. 36), the statement about the "other boats," the position of Jesus in the boat (v. 38), the mention of the cushion, the sharp rebuke made by the disciples, and their terror and bewilderment. These suggest the report of an eyewitness.
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In 1986 they dredged up a boat from the bottom of the sea of Galilee that is dated to Jesus’ time (Buried History, the journal of the Australian Institute of Archeology, vol.25 pp.46-54).  It’s 26.5 ft. long, 7.5 ft. wide and 4.5 ft. high.  There was a 115 lb. balast bag in the back, which may be what Jesus used as a pillow.  There was a place for oars as well as a mast.  It took a crew of 5 and could carry up to 10.  

Luke  As they sailed, he fell asleep.  (This is the only time Sc. reports Jesus sleeping)
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37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 

If anything would be a test of the Messiah’s power, it’s a storm.  Even a mild storm requires a mind-boggling degree of energy.

We have more power at our disposal today than ever, but with all our technology we can’t  so much as stop even a gentle breeze.  
13
We can’t do miracles of healing, but we can repair a sick body in a lot of contexts.
We can’t multiply loaves and fishes miraculously, but we can feed millions of people.
We can’t bind Satan, but we can resist him.

But when it comes to the awesome power of the creation, we are utterly without resource.  

So any storm would be a test of His deity, but especially this storm.

Matthew says, behold!  Surprise!  This is not a normal storm.  

These sailors had been in many normal storms - they come up all the time on the sea of Galilee.  But this was different.

Matthew calls it a seismo.j  (earthquake).  That’s a term used of end times catastrophes.  This was a storm of end-times magnitude.  A storm of “biblical” proportions.

Luke points out that they were in great danger, and that the waves were coming over the boat.  Some writers assume that just means the entire boat would fit down in the troughs of the waves, but that would hardly terrify seasoned, professional sailors like this. 

If you talk to people who visit the area today they will tell you about the tourist boats that are very large – two decks.  And it’s fairly common for them to set out onto a very calm sea only to suddenly encounter one of the infamous storms of that area, and the waves will get you soaked even on the upper deck.
15
They were used to those storms.  Those aren’t going to cause this kind of panic.

This was different.  They were going down.  This was a may-day situation.  

38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 
He slept well.  That makes sense.  He didn’t have anything on His conscience.  But more importantly, He didn’t worry.

Jesus was not a backseat driver.  Some people can never just relax and enjoy the ride.  They are over there in the passenger seat  craining their neck at an intersection to see if traffic is coming, slamming their foot on the floor if you are going too fast… 
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Jesus wasn’t like that.  He placed Himself in the hands of imperfect men, and fell asleep.  And He could do that because He knew the Father would take care of Him.  He had no fear.

But the disciples did.  They were in a panic.

Mt.8:25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"
Lk. 8:24 "Master, Master, we're going to drown!"

In Mark we find they were rude about it: "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"

So evidently they were shouting and peppering Him with all kinds of different things LORD, teacher, Master, Master!  Save us!  We’re drowning!   Don’t you care?  Wake up!
 
MK 4:39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. (galh,nh mega,lh)

It’s amazing how the Bible writers report these things.  That’s one of the things that has impressed legal experts with their credibility as eye-witnesses.  
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They add no commentary, no embellishment.  In fact, it’s like they bend over backwards to understate the event.  They just report it in the blandest of terms.

He rebuked the wind (a sharp rebuke) and it stopped.  Died down is a terrible translation of the aorist indicative.  It stopped.

And then he gave the order to the waves and there was a megala galana (great calm) (one more movement would have been a disobedience)

The word trans. “calm” refers to a still, flat, placid sea.  Mt. and Mk. add that it was a “great calm”  Calm is calm, right?  It’s flat.  Flat is flat.  But this is a flat flat, I mean it’s a really flat flat.  – Piling up terms to describe an extraordinary stillness.
------------------------------------
Picture the Scene
Imagine you are one of the disciples.  You climb into the boat and begin paddling across. 

It’s getting dark, but you have been out there before at night.

It was calm, but now you start to notice storm clouds gathering, and you brace yourself.  

Jesus is already asleep in the back, but that’s OK – He’s not a sailor anyway.  He grew up inland.  This is your area of expertise.  

“A few minutes from now, it will get violent.”  

Sure enough – not 5 minutes later you find all 12 of you are scrambling all over the boat, massive waves, strong winds…

“Not another one of these.  These storms are scary.”

But a few minutes later everything has accelerated and exploded into something you have never seen before, and you find yourself gripped with fear – fear for your life.

You and all the others are getting popped around like pop corn in the boat, the waves jamming the boat all over the place, and you strain with every muscle in your body to keep that bow into the waves, because you know if it hits at even the slightest angle the boat will capsize…

“We are out of control.   This is too much.  There is too much wind.  The waves are too big.  We are getting swamped...   
21
Suddenly bam! – you get hammered by a wave.  You open your eyes just in time to see Peter get blasted off his seat. 

Then you choke as you are suddenly under water, but you can still feel the oar – “I’m still in the boat!”  But you look around and you see the boats starting to go under.

You don’t have any life jackets.  It’s night time.  It’s dark.  There’s no one to help.   “We’re out here in the middle of this sea at night, and we’re going to drown!”

And you look at there’s Jesus, and He’s asleep!  And it kind of makes you mad.  And so you go over to wake Him up.  

But He’s really out of it.  You start shaking Him, “We’re sinking.  We’re going to die.  Don’t you care?  What are you doing?  Wake up!”

And Jesus gets up and sees all the chaos and the yelling and panic and stands up, takes one look around and says, “STOP!”  

And the next sound you hear is “drip” as a drop of water drips down off the bow of the boat into the water.  And you see the little ripples go out in circles. 

And it’s silent.

The boat’s not rocking.  It’s like it’s cemented still.  

There’s not a gentle breeze against your face – just dead stillness like you have never felt in your life.

A chill runs down your back.  You have never seen stillness like this. 
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You look down at the water and it looks like glass.

And the only sound you hear is the disciples’ breathing, and your own heart still pounding.

And you look over the side into the water, and you see a perfect reflection of your face.  And you see on your face an expression that has never been on your face before – abject terror.  

Scripture says during the storm, when they thought they were going to die, they were afraid.  They had fear.  But v.41 says after Jesus stilled the storm they had great fear.

41 They were terrified

This is supernatural.  This is not like anything you have experienced, heard about, read about or thought about.  
24
Jesus, with a word, instantly stopped this storm – both the wind and the waves.

 and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"

In Mt. they say what kind of man is this?  We don’t have a category for this.  

We’ve seen rabbis, that’s one thing.
There have been prophets, that’s something.
Even miracles workers, that’s something else.  

But this!  There is no category in our minds for this person.

It’s so easy for him.  You might expect He would at least put a little drama into it:  “Wow! This is a bad one – I can handle this - STAND BACK!...GRUNT” 

None of that – no effort.  No strain.  He just delivers an ultimatum.  Effortless.
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They feared when they were sinking, but now they have great fear.  The only thing more fearful than having a storm raging outside of your boat is having holy God in your boat.

They realize they are standing next to someone who can control the creation!  He controls the wind!  The laws of physics.  Gravity.  Motion.

they were terrified  why?
This isn’t the first time this had happened.  Remember Jesus’ miracles are not arbitrary.  There is a purpose.

Remember Jonah?  He was asleep in a storm like this, the sailors were afraid, and then it was miraculously calmed and they had great fear.
Comparison of Jonah (bold) with Mark.

and a great      storm arose on the sea so that         the boat was about to           break up.  
and a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling up. 

But Jonah was gone down into the recesses of the boat; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 
And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion   

Then the sailors became afraid  
The disciples (said) "We're going to drown!"

So the captain approached him and said, "How is it that you are sleeping? Get up"  
and they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"

and the sea        stood           still.  
and the sea...became perfectly still.

kai.    evfobh,qhsan      fo,bw| mega,lw    (LXX)
kai.    evfobh,qhsan      fo,bon me,gan      
and        they feared           with a great fear


Mark is borrowing ideas and phrases right out of Jonah.  

This event really happened, but when Mark describes it, he purposely uses words from Jonah, and he does that for a reason.  He does that to make a point.  What is the point? 

Mark, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wants to remind you of the climactic point of the Jonah event so that you will have the same reaction they did.

And so the climax of the story is identical in the Greek translation of Jonah and in Mark’s account of this event: after the storm was miraculously calmed they feared with a great fear.  

The pagans of Jonah’s time did not believe the gods were capable of that kind of power.  They believed the gods had pushed the frontiers of chaos off the land into the sea, so they could bring some kind of order to the land, but not even the gods could control the sea.
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So when Jonah’s God turned out to have total control even of the sea – of a storm at sea, at that moment those sailors realized they were dealing with the ultimate God - a God far superior to their gods - the Creator God.  

This was a demonstration of power that absolutely eclipsed anything anyone even claimed that their god could do.

That’s why it’s repeated so many times in the OT that the God of Israel is sovereign over the sea.

PS 24:1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.

PS 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
  7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.
  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD;  let all the people of the world revere him.

PS 65:5 ...you answer us with awesome deeds...O God our Savior...
7 who stilled the roaring of the seas,  the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. 8 Those living far away fear your wonders;

PS 74:10 How long will the enemy mock you, O God?...
12 But you, O God, are my king from of old; you bring salvation upon the earth.
13 It was you who split open the sea by your power;  you broke the heads of the monster in the waters.  14 It was you who crushed the heads of Leviathan and gave him as food to the creatures of the desert.   15 It was you who opened up springs and streams;  you dried up the ever flowing rivers.

Isa.27:1 In that day, the LORD will punish with his sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword,  Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent;  he will slay the monster of the sea.

Ps.89:8  O LORD God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 9 You rule over the surging sea;  when its waves mount up, you still them.

PS 114:1 When Israel came out of Egypt...3 The sea looked and fled,
PS 77:19 Your path led through the sea,  your way through the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen.
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How difficult is it for him?  
Isa.40:12  (He) measures he waters in the hollow of his hand.

Just like Jesus

Jer.5:22 Should you not fear me?" declares the LORD. "Should you not tremble in my presence?  I made the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross.  The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail;  they may roar, but they cannot cross it.

Job 38:8 "Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, 9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, 10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, 11 when I said, `This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt'?

and many, many others.

Those people attributed everything to the gods.  If they got a good crop, they assumed their sacrificed worked and their god rewarded them.  It is easy to give your god credit for things that normally happen, but if a god had total control over nature, especially the sea, he would (correctly) be considered the supreme god.  Crops came up all the time, but no one controlled the sea but YHWH.
33
The same is true of the modern false gods.  They can’t help us either.  Today people worship science.  Some people think technology is all we need.  But technology can’t do anything about an earthquake – especially not the cataclysms of the end times.

Nature is the most awesome force we know.  The power of modern tech. zeros out In comparison.  Our strongest structures crumble like cards in the face of a volcano, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tidal wave, etc.

----------------------
This miracles is a striking picture of the mystery of the incarnation.  Jesus sleeps from weariness but has the power to muzzle nature.

He’s so weak in His frail humanity that He can’t even keep His eyes open, but as God the Son He can override all the forces of gravity and motion with a simple command.

Fully man and fully God.

So how should we respond to this?  There is one obvious response.  

When you come face to face with the God who reigns over nature, there is one way to respond, and that is the response of Jonah, of the sailors, of the people of Niniveh, and of the disciples: fear.  Great fear.  Fear so intense it brings trembling - shaking.
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Don’t get me wrong.  I’m not talking about being afraid of God like a battered child fears his abusive, short-tempered father who can’t be pleased by anything.

It’s not that we are worried He will fly off the handle and zap us if we make a mistake or get on His nerves.

Nevertheless, there is a place for fear.   And this is one of the great mysteries of the Christian life.  

One the one hand we cuddle up in His lap and call Him “daddy” (Abba) in a very intimate way.

But at the same time we bow before His majesty, and say, “My Lord the King.”

Both are appropriate.  
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He’s our Daddy, but He’s our Lord.
He’s our Friend, but He’s our King.
He even calls Himself our brother, yet He is our Master.  

And it’s important that we don’t diminish either side.  

Many Christians fear God but have no sense of intimacy and love and closeness to Him.  They feel no tenderness from heaven and are blind to the soft, tender gentleness of our loving heavenly Father.

But many others are confused on the other side.  God never rises above being their pal.  

You can turn on your radio and sometimes you have to listen for quite a while to find out if it’s a Christians singing about God or a secular person singing about her boyfriend.  

Language about God has become insipid, trivialized, banal and inane, with an over-familiarity that refuses to take Him seriously.  

What has happened to the fear of the holy that goes beyond just respect and buckles people’s knees?  Reverence. 
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“But that’s the OT.  Is that appropriate for the NT?”

Yes!  It’s a major theme in the NT.

In Acts 19:17 we find that it’s part of what it means to hold God in high honor.
…they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.
Part of honoring God involves fear.

Romans 3 catalogues the horrendous sinfulness of mankind, and in v.18 it’s all summed up with this phrase: there is no fear of God before their eyes.   Lack of fear is the whole problem with sinful man’s approach to God. 

Did you know fear of God is the key to church growth?  The church growth market these days is a multi-million dollar market.  The latest theory on how to add more people to your church is always a best seller.  

And of all the countless theories of church growth, one that I have never heard suggested is the one in Acts 9 – the fear of God.  
Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

And the grammar implies that it was because the Christians were living in the fear of the Lord that they grew in numbers.

It is the key to evangelism.
2 Corinthians 5:11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, 
It’s the motive for evangelism.  You know enough about the fearsome wrath of God that you want people to avoid it. 

It is the key to personal holiness and sexual purity
2 Co.7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness by the fear of God.

It is the evidence of true repentance (2 Co.7:11)

It is the mark of obedience 
PHP 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed --continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,

It is the key to a strong marriage and other family relationships, as well as relationships in the church (Eph.5:21)

It is the key to purity within the church, and it is the appropriate response to church discipline
1 Ti.5:20 Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may fear.

The entire Christian life is to be summed up as a life of fear
1 Pe.1:17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in fear.

It should define the way we live our lives.  

CONCLUDE:
This world is cursed - it rages out of control.  We are powerless against it.  People want to believe in Buddah or Mohamad, or Krishna – or any number of other false gods, but there is no reason to fear any of them, because no one, other the Jesus Christ, displayed divine power.

Sometimes God grants to a person limited supernatural ability to do miracles.  Sometimes Satan does the same thing for his people.  

But Jesus Christ is the only one who ever walked this earth who demonstrated power that could only belong to the Creator Himself.

Why worship some other god?  They can’t offer any hope of reversing the curse on this world and bringing the new heavens and new earth.

Often those who warn of doomsday in the modern world point to the environment.  If we lose the ozone layer, or if an asteroid slams into us, or if global warming or cooling, or if the sun burns out, or if we lose our rainforest or topsoil or whatever – DOOM.

They are right.  It’s obvious the creation is winding down and will not go one forever.  The whole creation is dying.

But if we think we can turn that around and redeem the creation ourselves by using fewer arisol cans, or cutting back on cloroflorocarbons, we are kidding ourselves.  

The problem is infinitely bigger than greenhouse emissions.  We are not going to redeem the creation from the curse by recycling.  

Ro.8 says the creation is groaning, and it’s groaning because it’s dying.  And if someone doesn’t come along who has the power to control the creation, we’re doomed.
  
Only one man ever demonstrated the power to do that.
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·	Cards & brochures
·	Pick up a visitor’s pack
·	Stewardship clinic & prayer
·	Setup signup 
·	next Sunday is the fellowship meal
·	 5th Grade group Friday the 31st at our house from 6:30-8:30
·	 Applebees
·	 Thursday Bible study 
·	Tommy Interview
·	 Tuesday Bible study 
·	Call people forward to pray



Bennediction   1Ki 8:56-61  "Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people …57May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. 58May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways… 60so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God and that there is no other. 



