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Mt.9:35-10:1                 “Jesus’ Method of Ministry”      tape 150b      9-8-2002

This summer we have been examining Jesus’ ministry.  We are going to draw that study to a close this morning, and pick it up again perhaps next summer.

We left off last time with Jesus performing mighty works of power and compassion left and right.  
Miracles on the other side of the sea, 
miracles on this side of the sea, 
miracles on the sea, 
on the beach,
in the city, 
in the country, 
miracles out on farms,  

miracles on the way to other miracles, 
miracles on the way in 
miracles on the way out…

There was a tidal wave of divine power that flooded Palestine wherever Jesus went. 

And by this point the multitudes are getting to be overwhelming.  Jesus teaches and heals everyone who comes to Him, but there seems to be no end to the crowds.  

And it is at this crucial juncture, Jesus unveils His strategy for reaching the masses.  Until now we just see Him ministering to individuals or single groups.  But now we find out what His approach is to reach the whole world.

But before we look at His method, let’s look at what the ministry was to Jesus.  In Jesus’ thinking, what was the essence of ministry?

If you took a look at Jesus’ daytimer, what would it look like?  What kinds of things dominated most of His time?
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There were three things. 

Every time you see the Gospel writers give a summary of Jesus’ ministry, you see these same three things.

I.  THE MINISTRY   v.35
 
There is no end to the theories on what is the key to ministry.  

“In the final analysis, all the other things can fall by the wayside, but what really matters, what really changes people’s lives, is…(relationships, caring, meeting felt needs, physical contact, love, fellowship, boosting self-esteem, etc.)  
2
And whichever element they focus on they will cite some example of Jesus doing that thing and say, “See, that’s what Jesus focused on.”

Many of those things may be important elements in ministry, but they can’t all be the key.

You can imagine the Bible teaches anything if you come up with the theory first, and then look for it in the Bible.  That’s the wrong approach.  We don’t start with our own, human ideas and try to press them into the Bible. 

So if we want to learn about ministry, and we want to look to our Lord’s example, we have to look objectively at what the Bible says without imposing our pre-conceived ideas.  

And the Bible clearly shows us which three things were Jesus’ highest priority.

The grammar of v.35 indicates that these three things that are mentioned are what Jesus kept on doing throughout His ministry (Morris).

A.	teaching in their synagogues, 
35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages teaching in their synagogues, 

Jesus was a teacher.
Lk.4:15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all.
Lk.4:16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.
Lk.13:10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.
Mt.4:23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
Mt.13:54 He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom?
Mk.10:1 Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.
That was even Jesus’ assessment of His own ministry.
Mk.14:49  Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. 

This was well-known about Jesus.  In fact, many Jews thought they would be saved because of it. 
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That’s even the way the people will remember it on Judgment Day.
Lk.13:25-27  God will close the door to heaven, and they will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' ..26 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' 27 "But he will reply, 'I don't know you 

And we know from Luke 4 which style Jesus used.

In more informal settings, He did various things – Sometimes he had a lecture format (SOM), sometimes there were Q&A times (Mk.10), sometimes He told stories or used other illustrations, sometimes He asked them questions (Mt.22), sometimes He used object lessons (a fig tree, a little child, etc.)
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But in the synagogue He followed the normal format of the synagogue, which was to read a text and explain it.  

This is expository teaching.  

Just like in Neh.8:8  They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read. 

It’s not very complicated.

And yet most people probably can’t even distinguish between an expository message and a message that is not, because both will sound very biblical.  

The way to tell the difference is to look carefully at the passage being taught, and see if each of the major points of the sermon are actually the major points of that passage.  The outline of the passage and the outline of the sermon should be identical.  

The things the passage emphasizes most should be emphasized most in the lesson.  

The other kind of treaching can be described as springboard treaching.  In springboard treaching, you just read through the passage until you hit a word that has something to do with what you already wanted to talk about.

Then you use that word as a springboard to launch off into some ideas and thoughts and points that you did not extract out of this passage, but are simply using this passage as a platform to bring them up.

So a lesson like that may reference just as many Bible verses as an expository message, but they are used in a very different way,  Instead of the ideas coming out of those verses, the verses are simply used to support an idea that the teacher already had in his mind.

Why did Jesus use this method?  Why bother with Scripture?  Everything he said was God’s word.  He didn’t need the Bible, because He had the mind of God.

He did it as an example for us.
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We must follow Jesus’ example.  This should be our emphasis in the church (that will always be the approach at Creekside)…

But not only in formal teaching settings.  Every Christian is called to teach – not in a formal setting, but in life. 

Every Christian should be learning from God’s Word and then passing it on to others – your wife, your children, your friends...

Every time you talk about something that’s true you are teaching.  Every time you encourage someone you are teaching – conveying principles from Scripture to the one you are comforting.

Every time you give advice, or, for that matter, do anything in life (because we teach by example).

People are watching you.  Like it or not you are a teacher of God’s Word.
9
That’s why Col.3:16 says Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom… 

In Heb.5:12 the readers are rebuked because though by now they should all be competent to teach, they were not.

The normal pattern of Christian growth is to progress to a point where you can pass on truths.  

At the very least you should be able to explain the Gospel.  You have entrusted your eternal destiny to the truth of the Gospel.  If you have done that, you should certainly know it at least well enough to be able to articulate it to someone else.

So we should follow Jesus’ example in ministry.  The central focus of what we do should be to dispense God’s Word and to make it understandable. 

B.	preaching the good news of the kingdom  

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the good news of the kingdom 

This was a second major emphasis of Jesus’ minsitry.  Mark 1:39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching.

The word translated preaching here means to herald or proclaim.  Refers to announcing a proclamation from the king.  

When a king wanted to make a certain official proclamation in a city, he would send a herald.  And the most important qualification for a herald was a loud voice.

The herald was more than a messenger – what he said became law by his saying it.  He didn’t just deliver a message.  He carried with him great authority.  His act of announcing the message is what made it law.

Heralds were used in wartime.  A king would send a herald to another king.  And you just didn’t kill a herald – they were kind of like the Red Cross workers today.  They were off limits.

They believed if you killed the herald, not only would you incur the other king’s wrath, but also the wrath of the gods.  

It was not the herald’s job to explain the meaning of the message, to field questions about the message, to defend the message or argue for it.

His job was just to stand there, and authoritatively proclaim the message as loud as he could.

So not only did Jesus teach, but He also came to herald God’s message – the good news of the kingdom.  (the Gospel)
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There is a place for powerful, authoritative declaration of right and wrong with no negotiation or equivocation or argument or debate.

There are other settings where we explain the exact meaning, discuss the ramifications, show the applications, etc.  

Both are important.

Some pastors never teach from the pulpit – all they do is proclaim.  You go to a church like that and you will hear the basics of the Gospel proclaimed over and over, but you will never learn anything that you didn’t already know.

Others only teach, so the sermon is just a big Sunday School class with no proclamation. 

I believe from the pulpit we should strive to do both.  Sometimes I stand up here and give a careful explanation of something.  Other times I just use whatever rhetorical ability I can muster to announce some truth as forcefully as I can without saying anything about opposing views or any attempt to defend it.

There is a time for that.  There is something about authoritative, powerful, confident proclamation that moves people.  Proclamation enables you to build a strong statement without interruption so you can pile up evidences one after another, and make a compelling case.

Sometimes it’s best to get in a conversation, listen to what they have to say, then say, “Let me tell you how I see it…” and use reason to teach them the right way.  

But there are other times (especially in our culture) when we need to just stand up and announce: “This is the truth.  The Bible says it, and it’s the Word of God Almighty.  It’s not negotiable and it’s not optional and it’s not open to discussion, and it’s not subject to review.”
     
There’s a bumper sticker that says, “God said it, I believe it, that settles it.”  I would like one that says, “God said it, that settles it.  I believe it.”

Sometimes you don’t have time to explain all the details, but you do have a chance to proclaim the truth.

Remember how amazed people always were at Jesus’ authority?  We can proclaim the Gospel with that same authority, because we are saying the same thing.

People need to see the authority of the message.  The Gospel is not just another opinion floating around out there in the sea of ideas.  It’s God’s truth, and must be presented as such.

It’s not just our point of view or our way of looking at things, or our opinion, or our tradition.  It’s an authoritative command from the Creator Himself, and if we present it as anything less we do the listeners a huge disservice. 
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We don’t want to get carried away with that.  That’s why we invite questions every Sunday night about the sermon, so if something I said seems questionable needs explanation we can address that.

It’s also why I urge you all to call me during the week or send emails when you have questions about Scripture or something in a sermon.  I regard that as a very significant aspect of the ministry that God has called me to.

So we follow Jesus’ pattern.  We proclaim the truth and explain the truth.  As the question of when to do which is a matter of wisdom, but as a general rule, I think if we follow Jesus’ example, we will proclaim to the masses, and explain to the interested.

Jesus proclaimed to everyone.  And when someone was interested and came and asked further, He would teach them.

This is the same pattern the Christ passed on to us.  In the last verse in Acts (28:31) we see the summary of Paul’s ministry: Boldly and without hindrance he heralded the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C.	healing every disease and sickness.

There was a third element to Jesus’ ministry.

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

Not only did He teach and preach, but He also healed.

Is that an example for us to follow?  Miraculous healing?  Yes.  

How?  Are we supposed to go around performing miracles?  

No – that would have the opposite effect.

To answer we must understand the purpose of His miracles.  What is the purpose of miracles in general?  

I’m not going to re-plow the ground we covered in our Sunday School class on 1 Co.12 (Get tape 143b).

We looked in detail at the subject of miracles in Scripture, and found that the primary purpose of miracles has always been to validate a message or messenger as being from God – to confirm God’s Word to be God’s Word.

Heb.2:3-4  This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
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Part of Jesus’ mission was to demonstrate that His teaching was in fact God’s Word, and He did it by always pointing people to His miracles.

So the way we follow in His footsteps is by pointing people to His miracles, which validate the Gospel [and which also demonstrate God’s love and preview the Kingdom]

So the purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to prove He was from God.  The reason He did the types of miracles He did was to preview the kingdom, and the reason the vast majority of them were healing was to show God’s love.

Jesus wanted the people to understand that His power operated in partnership with His love.

Dr. Paul Brand who works with lepers in his book Fearfully and Wonderfully Made:  “Jesus reached out His hand and touched the eyes of the blind.  He touched the skin of the person with leprosy and the legs of the cripple...I have sometimes wondered why Jesus so frequently touched the people He healed.  Many of whom must have been unattractive obviously diseased, unsanitary and smelly.  With his power he easily could have waved a magic wand, if fact a wand would have reached more people than a touch.   He could have divided the crowd into affinity groups and organized His miracles.  Paralyzed people over there, feverish people here, people with leprosy there, raising His hands to heal each group efficiently in mass.  But He chose not to.  Jesus’ mission was not chiefly a mission against disease, but rather a ministry to individual people.  He wanted those people one by one to feel his love and warmth and his full identification with them.  Jesus  knew he could not readily demonstrate love to a crowd for love usually involves touching.

So Jesus’ miracles proved He was from God.  The kinds of miracles He did previewed the kingdom, and the emphasis on individual healing showed love and compassion. 

So how do you summarize Jesus’ ministry?  
·	He proclaimed the Gospel. 
·	He explained the Gospel. 
·	He gave evidence that the Gospel is true by pointing people to His own miracles.

And whenever you find a summary of Jesus’ ministry, you find those same things.
This was Jesus’ approach to ministry.  

Luke 13:10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. (and He healed a crippled woman)

Mark 1:39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

Mt.4:23  Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing 

And we should model our ministry after His.

Jesus taught.  We should teach.
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel.  We should proclaim the Gospel.
Jesus proved that message was from God.  We should demonstrate to the world that the message has been validated and proved.

And how do we do that?  The same way Jesus did it – by pointing people to Jesus’ miracles.
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As you read about Jesus’ life, one thing that really stands out is His clear perception of spiritual realities.  At every moment He factored in the spiritual realm, and it stands out because that’s something that is so hard for us to do.

We get so we are so man-centered in our approach to ministry, that we try to build the Kingdom of God through primarily human, physical, temporal means.

But Jesus was always fixated on the more powerful spiritual realities. He was unimpressed with the physical things that to us seem so significant.

He had such confidence in the effectiveness of God’s Word.  He absolutely believed it would do its work.

Henry Ward Beecher: “Though He was securing the silent assent of the best men among the Jews, they were unorganized, while His adversaries had in their hands the whole force of the state.  None could have known this better than Jesus.  Yet He took no step looking toward counter-organization.  He sought in no instance to detach His disciples from the influence of national institutions, though He knew how the rulers who controlled them would at length cause them to react against Him.  He relied wholly upon the spiritual elements of His ministry, which were indestructible; 
which might be trodden down, but only, like wheat, to sprout with multiplied life; 
which might be overwhelmed, but only, like yeast, to pervade the covering mass with its own vitality; 
which might be buried, but only, like coals, to be in the morning kindled again to a blaze.”  
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Jesus didn’t rely on marketing – He preached the Gospel.

He didn’t bank on strategies like reaching the world through community service.  He Preached the Gospel.

He didn’t go to seminars on how to make a better first impression on first time visitors to the synagogue.  He preached the Gospel.

The focus of His approach was spiritual, and He taught us the spiritual power is unleashed in the teaching and preaching of God’s Word.

That was Jesus’ Ministry.
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That brings us to THE MOTIVATION

2.  THE MOTIVATION   v.35

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 

Some of us see a crowd and are irritated.  It’s not unusual to hear someone say, “I hate crowds.”  

But that wasn’t Jesus’ reaction.

compassion 
This is the strongest word there is – never used of anyone but Jesus.  (Good Samaritan is just a story)
This word for compassion refers to a feeling of pain in the stomach.  It’s that pain you feel when you drive by an accident and you see someone who is injured terribly, bleeding, shaking in pain…

Or if you see a video of someone break his leg or something.

Emotion has to be pretty extreme before it affects your stomach.  
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verb comes from the noun  splagcna.  (guts – Acts 1:18)  - KJV “moved in his bowels”
Sound gross?  “I love you with all my intestines – you make my bowels move.”

It didn’t sound gross to them – just like us saying, “I love you with all my heart – that ugly, bloody, pulsating blob of muscle that quivers in your chest.”

Valentine – if you ever sent a valentine with an actual heart…

That is where you feel emotion. like you are when you see some horrible accident.

Excess acids are secreted, and there is an irritation of the lining of the intestines. 

 
WHY?
This seems to me to strike a blow at evolutionary theory.  The human body is wired so that your body will actually afflict itself with pain to identify with someone else who is suffering.  That is easily explained if you believe the body was created by a loving God – it is a mechanism that assists you in caring for others.

But how could you explain it from an evolutionary perspective?  If we are engaged in a battle for our lives in a contest of the survival of the fittest, the last thing you want is pity.  Love will foul evolution all up.  

If two cavemen were fighting over some food, and the stronger one, each time he got the upper hand, started feeling sorry for his opponent, how does that help his survive?

If the Titanic is sinking, Darwin would have the strongest ones survive.  But love and pity and compassion could drive the strongest man on the ship to give his life jacket to a helpless, weak individual.

God arranged our physiology to express His great heart of compassion.

Ps.139:13,14  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful

No question about it – our bodies were not developed by random processes.  They were designed by a powerful, loving God.  His craftsmanship is obvious – He even left the thumbprint of His love on the lining of our internal organs and acids!


Emotion has to be pretty extreme before it affects your stomach.  

Over and over Scripture tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion.  He was wrenched in His midsection with pain – 

Why?  Because that is the way God is 

To the Greeks, the #1 characteristic of the gods was apathea apathy – totally without feeling.
The Jews had been taught by the legalists that God was an Ogre – indifferent to human struggle.

But Jesus came to show us what God was really like.  

There is no reason in man why God should have saved us.  The reason lies in the heart of God.
Why did God accomplish redemption?  Because of His holiness and justice?  No – ever demand of justice and holiness could have been met if He punished us all in hell.  It was His compassion that drove Him to do what He did.


Is God compassionate?  Does God care?  Does He feel emotionally for us in our suffering beyond anything we could express?  
Yes
Then put God in a body, let Him love like that and care like that, and it will rack that human body.

You realize what we are talking about – we are talking about a human being with the compassion of Almighty God.

Jesus endured scorn and pain, He worked hard, got little sleep, up early, to bed late – constantly on the move, no rest.  What kept Him going?  

There were several things that motivated Him.  Primarily it was His drive to fulfill His Father’s will for His life and accomplish the purpose for which He came, but there were other motives as well, and compassion was a big one.  

Over and over Scripture tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion.  

Compassion is an important motive for ministry, because it gives a sense of urgency to ministry.  It grips your emotions, and very often that can get us into motion more quickly than any other motivation.

We all wake up in the morning and have some sense of needing to accomplish our responsibilities.  Every Christian is working at some level or another toward fulfilling God’s purpose for their lives.

But you can do that in a lethargic, reluctant, procrastinating, drab, mundane, day-by-day plodding along, or in an urgent, fervent, energetic, excited, passionate drive.  And you find that when you are driven by compassion, it tends to inject energy into your ministry 
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There are a lot of things that move the Lord to compassion.  
(i) He was moved to compassion by the world's pain. 
        He was moved with compassion for the sick (Matt 14:14); for the blind (Matt 20:34); for those in the grip of the demons  (Mk 9:22). He could not see a sufferer but he longed to ease the pain. 
(ii) He was moved to compassion by the world's sorrow. 
         The sight of the widow at Nain, following the body of her son out to burial, moved his heart (Lk 7:13). 
(iii) He was moved to compassion by the world's hunger. 
(iv) He was moved to compassion by the world's loneliness. 
         The sight of a leper, 

But none of those are the issue here.  
In this passage He was moved to compassion because the people were in trouble spiritually. 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
They were abused by their own spiritual leaders.  

You don’t feel pain in your stomach every time someone a little trial.  It only happens with something very severe – usually physical pain.

But it wasn’t the physical suffering that is the issue here.  Jesus saw their lack of leadership and the effect on the people, and that effected Him physically.  

harassed and helpless are very strong terms
22
harassed  means beaten, thrashed, worked over  
helpless is used in the story of the Good Sameritan who was thrown down on the side of the road and was so helpless he couldn’t even get up.

Jesus looked at this crowd and instead of thinking, “Man I hate crowds” He felt pain in His stomach because He could see that they had been mugged spiritually.
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Their own shepherds, the men commissioned by God to protect them and care for them and feed them and nurture them…

Instead had beaten them down and slammed them into the ditch.

That’s what their legalistic externally rigid and internally empty religion had done – smashed the people’s hearts into pieces and cast them aside.

Those of you who have ever been beaten up by some legalistic system know what that’s like.  And your heart goes out to those people because they are helpless to escape.

The leader stands up there and says “The only way to God is to make yourself adequately holy though religious effort.”  

That is so defeating.  The people try and fail and try and fail, and finally realize they only have two options: 1) admit failure and accept condemnation or 2) be a hypocrite and focus only on externals and ignore the heart altogether.
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Jesus looked out over this crowd of annoying, selfish, unlovely, irritating people, and instead of feeling disgust, He looked at them and saw a bunch of starving, injured, dehydrated, lost sheep…

…with no idea how to find water or food, at the mercy of any wolf that came along to tear them to shreds, and on top of that being beaten and whipped by their own shepherds.

Those are the emotions that pulled up out of Jesus’ heart these words:  "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matt 11:28-30
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Probably all of us have felt compassion in our stomachs – maybe when you hear on the news about a little child who has wandered off and is lost in the woods overnight, but have you ever felt that way over people who were being led astray?  

over the lack of Bible preaching?  over the tidal wave of human reasoning that is being passed off as Bible teaching that comes into Christian bookstores and over the air waves that is devoid of any spiritual?

Does your heart break for couples whose marriage is in trouble, and they read Christian marriage book after Christian marriage book, and find no help from all the human wisdom that is presented, and so they become hopeless?
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Or the people who have an addiction or some emotional problem, and go the Christian psychologist year after year and find no victory over their problem, and begin to lose hope (because they think they have been getting biblical counsel?)

I see people in shallow churches that are into relationships and marketing and entertainment and everything except serious Bible teaching, and the people have great motives and really want to serve God but they find their lives devoid of any spiritual power…

…and unable to even live the Christian life, because they are malnourished – I see that and it breaks my heart.
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We get concerned about the cults and the false religions and the atheists, agnostics, skeptics, new agers, etc.  But one of the greatest things that could ever happen for the Kingdom of God is if all the churches that offer mostly human wisdom would just shut their doors.

We are like sheep.  We need to be fed, protected and led.  That’s our condition.  Without a good shepherd we are doomed – just like sheep.  We will become lost, we will become malnourished, and we will be at the mercy of predators. 

Perhaps the greatest human undershepherd ever was Moses.  If anyone knew what kind of leadership people need it was he.
And when Moses was just told by God that he was about to die, his first thought was about the people (because Moses had the same heart for the people that God did):
Num.27:15-18  Moses said to the LORD, 16 "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community…so the LORD's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd." 

“Give these people someone to lead them and protect them and feed them.”  And so God gave them Joshua.

There is nothing more damaging to the Church than false shepherds. 

That’s why I so often name names when I talk about false teachers.  I may be sued over that someday, but I’ll run that risk, because people’s souls are at stake.  Those people are slamming the door of heaven in people’s faces.

What good does it do to tell the sheep that there is a wolf in their midst without pointing him out?

The strongest condemnations in the NT are reserved for the false teachers.  If you had to pick a sin that is the worst possible sin, based on the severity of the language used it would have to be this one.

Mt.23, 2 Pe.2 – The hottest hell is reserved for false shepherds.

Zech. talks about false shepherds who will not care for the lost, or seek the young, or heal the injured, or feed the healthy, but will eat the meat of the choice sheep, tearing off their hoofs.
(Zech 11:16-17)
17 "Woe to the worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! May his arm be completely withered, his right eye totally blinded!"
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Ez.34:2-31  "…Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock?
4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. 
10 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.  11 "'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.
16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 17 "'As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge between one sheep and another, and between rams and goats. 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken. 25 "'I will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land of wild beasts so that they may live in the desert and sleep in the forests in safety.
31 You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are people, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD.'"
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Who is my servant David?  It’s not talking literally about king David – he lived and died 500 years before this.  This was an announcement of the great king who would be descended from David – the Messiah. 

Jn.10:11 Jesus said I am the Good Shepherd.

So when we watch Christ we find that there are two keys to success in ministry: 
1.	Offer people God’s Word
2.	Love people  (false teachers see people as worthless chaff to be managed and thrown aside.

They care nothing about their spiritual condition.

But God sees people as a valuable crop to be harvested) – Like sheep to be fed and tenderly cared for.
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If anyone fills this pulpit when I’m not here I don’t really care how polished they are, I’m not concerned about what schooling they have had, it’s immaterial to me what they look like or how old they are…

My requirement is
#1 They present concepts that they have learned directly from their study of the Scriptures, and
#2 They love you.

Whatever ministry you do will bear fruit if it does something (directly or indirectly) to bring to people nourishment from God’s Word, and is done out of genuine love for the people.
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Sometimes people ask me what the key is to good preaching.  I’m no expert on public speaking, but I do know this: the way to avoid being boring is to say things that are interesting.

And what’s interesting to football fans is football.  What’s interesting to skiers is skiing.  What’s interesting to philosophers is philosophy…

But what’s interesting to God’s children is God’s Word. 

The question isn’t so much how to be interesting.  The real question is who do you want to be interesting to?

The church growth movement today is trying to figure out how to be interesting to the whole world.  They are developing strategies for being interesting to people who are not interested in God.

You can do that – but not with the Gospel.

We’ve seen Jesus’ Ministry and His Motivation, but there’s one more aspect to what Jesus wanted to accomplish.  

THE MISSION

When you have a real heart of compassion for people, you can’t be satisfied with reaching a few isolated people here and there.  Jesus’ great heart of compassion encompassed the whole world.
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37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 

You’ve read over that a hundred times, but let’s stop for just a second to think about it.

What a frustration!  I never realized what an exasperating moment this must have been for Jesus until I lived in Oklahoma, where all the people in town were farmers.  

Every year those farmers put everything they have into their crop.  They literally take all their assets and throw it into the dirt, and hope it will grow.

They get one paycheck a year.  Some years a hailstorm will hit someone’s fields and wipe out his entire paycheck for that year.

Some years you get a drought or tornado, and you loose your crop.  Most years they get a crop, but it’s thin – not many bushels per acre. 

And in the rare year that they do get a bumper crop, everyone else also does, and the prices for wheat go so low that you don’t get that much more money anyway.

Jesus is speaking to an agricultural society.  Put yourself in their shoes and picture the scenario Jesus is describing:

This year harvest time has arrived and it’s a huge, healthy bumper crop!  The stalks are loaded with grain – drooping to the ground.  

No storms have hit, no insects, no disease – it’s survived all the threats and now it’s harvest time.  It’s out there, and the price is not down, in fact this year’s crop is priceless in its worth.
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And the only thing that stands between you and your grain silo being full to the brim is getting out there with a combine and getting the crop in.
But then something horrible happens.  Look at this dilemma: The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few

Back then they didn’t use combines – they hired laborers.  Can you imagine being in a position like that and not being able to find enough help to bring in the harvest?

It would be like having a store with customers lined up out the doors, and tons of inventory, but no one to work the registers.

Another thing I learned in Oklahoma is that the number one thought that comes to the farmer’s mind at harvest time is urgency.  

A storm can come any day and destroy everything.  And if the crop isn’t harvested in time, it will just rot and be ruined.  That’s why at harvest time they are out there with their combines sometimes around the clock.

Can you imagine your fields thick with wheat and no access to a combine?

That’s the frustration Jesus felt as He looked at the crowds of people.  He saw souls that were ready – if anyone would simply confront them with the Word of God, they would enter the kingdom.

It is so hard for us to look out and see a thick harvest.  
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We approach evangelism like a farmer who goes out, has a bumper crop, and comes back home at night excited “Look, I found a grain of wheat!!!”

We don’t tell people the Gospel because we don’t think people will respond, but have you noticed that the people who do go around telling the gospel all the time get a lot of results?  

I believe with all my heart in the doctrine of election and predestination.  But have you noticed that people seem to have a lot greater chance of being elect when they are around those Christians who freely share the gospel?

It’s amazing how many more people are ready than we think are ready.

I’m preaching this passage on September 8, because that’s when it came up.  If I wanted to I could preach it in January or April.  The passage teaches that the harvest is ready, and it could be preached any time of year.  That means the harvest is always ready!

Think of it.  What if your fields were like that.  Every time you need some extra cash, just go out and harvest a field!

“But then the price would go down” – no it wouldn’t, because the workers are few.

When you hear reports from missionaries, it’s never, “Well, we have hundreds of missionaries raring to go, but no one is interested.”

Usually it’s, “The people here are so hungry – so eager to respond.  But we just don’t have enough help.”
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THE METHOD
The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few Therefore, panic.  No

Therefore, GO!  Get out there! - do it all yourself.  No

38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."

Pray 

Pray for combines.  
Pray for God to send evangelists.  
Pray for God to send missionaries.  
Pray for God to send preachers. 
 
Pray for God to send ordinary Christians who will get jobs in every different field and infiltrate this world and start reaping the harvest from every corner of society.

Why does Jesus tell them to pray for it instead of to just go out and do it?

He does send them out to do it in the next verse, so that does come.  But the prayer comes first.

All of us can and should evangelize, but the ones that are effective – who bring in the greatest harvest, are the ones who have been specifically called and gifted in that area.  

Also, He mentions prayer first because you pray for the things that are on your heart. (When you ask someone for a prayer request, you find out what is really on that person’s heart) 

Jesus was showing this to be His great concern, and teaching us that it should be ours.  

But most of all…
Jesus tells us to pray for more workers because that works!  It’s a prayer God will answer.

Pray for God to raise up people who will win the lost, God will do that – and it will effect your heart too.

“Lord please send someone to reach my neighbor.”  Can’t pray that too long before you find yourself going.

The implication of this kind of imagery is that the harvest is at risk.  Jesus never had the attitude: “The harvest is plentiful, but don’t worry – one way or another God will see to it that the elect get saved.”

We never see that.  From this side of heaven the point of view is always one of urgency – we need to reap the harvest or the harvest will be lost.  We need to preach the Gospel to people who are ready to accept it, because if we do not those people will be lost.
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10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

Jesus doesn’t just pray.  He takes action.  

We are tempted to do one or the other.  We rush headlong into some ministry and get 6 months into it, run into trouble, and then pray about it.  We want to get on with our agenda, develop programs, and then ask God to bless them.  You don’t see that it Gospels and Acts.

Jesus saw an urgent, overwhelming need, and so the first thing He did was rushed into prayer.

But He wasn’t satisfied with that.   Sometimes we do pray, and that’s as far as we go.  We pray and pray for something to happen, but we don’t lift a finger to do it.

CONCLUSION
The house we lived in in Oklahoma was adjacent to a huge wheat field.  I noticed during harvest time that if Josiah ever got out into the wheat field we would never be able to find him.  

I kept thinking of a series of paintings I heard about.  In the first one a mother and father are frantically searching for their little toddler who is lost in a vast wheat field.  All day they search in a mad panic.

The next one shows them going all around to get help.  They call all the neighbors, and they come up with an organized system.  They link arms and move through the field in a systematic way.  It goes all night.

The final picture has the tragic seen of the mother holding the lifeless body of the little child in her arms – weeping over her child.  The cold night was too much for him, and when they finally found his little body – all curled up in a ball trying to keep warm, it was too late.

Under the last picture are the words, “If only we would have joined hands sooner.”

There are people out there who are lost, a heartbeat away from hell, and yet savable!  They are ready!  They only need to be harvested.

Those kind of people are like a precious child who is lost and only has a limited amount of time.

That should motivate us to share the Gospel whenever we can, but even that isn’t enough.  To really reach the masses, we need to join hands – it’s a task so enormous it can only be accomplished by the Church as a whole.

For their sake it’s desperately important and urgent that we as a church come together and function together as a body – each part fulfilling its role.

And where we see deficiencies we need to cry out to the Lord of the harvest to send us more workers (and at the same time we need to be about the work – it’s doubtful He’s going to send us more workers if we aren’t even doing the work).

But above all we must remember what the work is.  It’s not sweet talking people into the kingdom.  It’s not arguing people into the kingdom.  It’s not even loving people into the kingdom.

It’s to proclaim and explain the Word of God to a lost, dying world, and to point them to Christ.

They are spiritually dead.  What they need is not our clever gimmicks.  Their only hope is the supernatural, life-giving power that comes only through the truth of God’s Word.
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·	Cards & brochures
·	Pick up a visitor’s pack
·	SS
·	Bible study group 4:30
·	 Missions Garage sale this Saturday
·	Get yourself a name tag
·	New Books
·	Special offering for counseling conf. (8 or 9 hundred)
·	Bike outing at Dillon reservoir
·	Sign up for fellowship meal.
·	  Shepherd’s conf. In March 5-9
·	Fill in flow charts!
·	 Suggest tape cases
·	Pick up your newsletter 
·	 Middle School group 
·	 Applebees
·	 Thursday Bible study 
·	 Tuesday Bible study on James
·	Friday restarting
·	Call people forward to pray

Benediction:  2 Tim 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.










