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Jairus’ Daughter: Fear vs. Faith
The Life of Jesus  Vol.2 Part 10
Mark 5:35-43      10-9-11

Summary: Jairus never shows any sign of doubt even during the long delay. When he gets news his daughter died, there is a struggle between fear and faith. Jesus turns death (an enemy) into sleep (a friend). He turns all our losses into gain. Trust not only in God’s power but also His timing. Learn to read your circumstances like you read the Bible.
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Mark 5:22-43 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23 and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live." 24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?" 31 "You see the people crowding against you," his disciples answered, "and yet you can ask, 'Who touched me?'" 32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." 35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40 But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 


Introduction
Review
The crowd is standing in stunned amazement as they watch that woman walk away. This is the first time they have ever seen her not looking at the ground, covering her face, turning her back to people. If you were not here last week, Jesus healed a woman who had been unclean because of bleeding for twelve years. But now her uncleanness is gone. And not just the ritual uncleanness. Jesus did not just heal her body. He forgave all her sins and cleansed her heart and made her spiritually clean in God’s sight as well, and she was adopted into His family. The moment that she felt in her body that she was healed, no doubt she also felt in her soul, for the first time in her life, that her heart was pure. Her shame is gone, and now she walks upright, and she looks people in the eye, and there is joy on her face. And there is a huge smile on Jesus’ face – and on several others’ – but not Jairus. Especially not now, because a couple messengers arrive with really bad news.
Qualification: Power over Death
Three weeks ago, we saw Jesus demonstrate His power over the creation, showing us that He has the power to reverse the curse and bring about the paradise of the New Heavens and New Earth. He is more powerful than natural disasters. After that, we saw His power and total authority over demons. After that, we saw His power over disease, when He healed the woman with the issue of blood. But if you are going to be the Messiah, there is one more important line that needs to be on your resume. You have to be able to handle not only disasters and decay and demons and disease, but also…death. G. B. Hardy, the Canadian scientist, one time said, "When I looked at religion, I said I have two questions. Question No. 1, has anybody ever conquered death?  Question No. 2, if they did, did they make a way for me to conquer, too?" That is really the crux of the matter with religion. Lots of people have been great religious leaders, but today their tombs are still occupied. In the end, they were not any different from any of us. Several years ago, the Surgeon General of the United States said “We all will probably die of something sooner or later.”
Death is the final enemy of mankind, and no matter how many magical incantations, or religious rituals, or scientific studies (cryogenics, genetic manipulation, medical procedures, surgeries) no matter what you do – we all die. I looked up the death rate in the United States and it still hasn’t changed – one each. One out of every one person dies, so if someone is going to come along and usher in the Kingdom of God where death will no longer be a problem, He will have to be able to do something about our final enemy – death. And that is what Jesus is going to face today.
Toward the end of this long episode with this woman, Jairus sees from a couple blocks away some of his friends approaching. His heart sinks. He knows right away this cannot be good.

Mark 5:35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

It is too late, Jairus. She’s gone. And they try to get him to leave Jesus alone. You know how in the movies, someone will die, and the loved one cannot accept it so he just keeps doing CPR well beyond when it is obvious the person is dead, and finally some friend has to pull the person away and tell him, “That’s enough – she’s gone.” That is what these friends are doing. “Your last ditch effort – going to this…outlaw healer – that was understandable. You wanted to try everything. But now it’s over – you need to come home. Let the teacher be.”

Fear vs. Faith
Those words from his friends have a powerful impact on Jairus’ heart. But the emotion that takes over his heart is not what you would expect. When you just get word that your precious little daughter has died, you might expect the emotion of sadness, or maybe even anger. But those are not what Jairus is dealing with. If you look at the next verse you will see that the issue for Jairus is…fear.
Sorrow is what you feel if you know you are going to have to go home and bury your daughter. Fear is what you feel if you are afraid that maybe you are going to have to go home and bury your daughter. The friends are convinced this is a lost cause, but the fact that he has fear rather than sorrow shows that Jairus is still holding out hope that Jesus will raise her from the dead. In Matthew’s account it says,

Matthew 9:18 Jairus knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live."

Jairus is not like Martha. Martha was in a very similar situation. Her brother Lazarus was sick, they called Jesus to come heal him, and Jesus takes His time getting there, and in the meantime Lazarus died. Remember her reaction when Jesus finally arrived? “If only You had been here sooner You could have done something.” But Jairus is not like that. He still wants Jesus to come. So at one level, he is confident that Jesus can raise her from the dead. But once she actually dies, there is a war in his heart between fear and faith.
The temptation of fear
How do you win that war? - when fear is pulling at you – trying to drag you deeper and deeper down into the pit of anxiety and faith pulls the opposite way. And for some inexplicable, bizarre reason, there is a temptation to let go of faith and just drop into fear.
There are some temptations that are so strange, because they do not offer any pleasure. Anger, holding a grudge, self-pity, pessimism, discouragement – all are temptations that offer you pain instead of pleasure. And fear is one of those. When Satan tries to tempt me to just give in to fear, what is it in me that is temptable in that way? If Satan tried to tempt me to smack myself in the knee with a hammer, I would be able to resist that temptation easily enough. So what part of me is drawn toward sinful fear? What is the appeal?
I imagine it is different for different people in different contexts, but in some cases, the appeal is not the fear, but self-reliance. Going the way of faith means giving up counting on myself and my own resources. And my pride just will not stand for that. I want to maintain control, which means I am doomed to fear because I do not have the power to make things turn out well.
For others, the appeal might be self-pity. When I am trying to build a case in my own mind of how hard I’ve got it, I need to be alert to all my suffering and pain, so I can feel sorry for myself and hopefully, even get a few other people on board with feeling sorry for me. But if I go the way of faith – trusting a God who only does good for me, I cannot really say, “poor me,” anymore. Faith is hard because it requires me to take my focus off myself and put it on God, and taking my focus off myself is something my flesh just will not stand for.
Another thing that can hinder us in the war between faith and fear is wrong attitudes about God. Obviously, if you do not think God is trustworthy, you are not going to trust Him. And in some cases, there are people who know that God is trustworthy, but they are just mad at Him. They may not admit it to anyone – maybe not even to themselves, but the reality is they are unhappy with God for allowing this hardship. So they will not trust God, because trusting someone is an act of love. It is an act of intimacy. And when you are mad at someone, the natural impulse is to refuse to trust that person just to get them back for hurting you. Trusting them is an act of love, and you do not feel like loving them right now. Trusting is an act of drawing near, but you do not really want to be near right now, because you are mad.
“Jesus messed around and messed around and dawdled and delayed and now my little girl is dead. Excuse me if I don’t feel a lot of warm fuzzies toward Him right now.”
Those are a few possibilities, and there may be others. But generally speaking, when there is a struggle to trust God in something even though you know God is God, it is usually because trusting Him means letting go of something you do not want to let go of, whether it be pride, self-pity, control, anger, etc. To Jairus, Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid, only believe.” To you, maybe He is saying, “Don’t be angry, only believe.” Or, “Don’t worry, only believe.” Or, “Don’t be discouraged, only believe.” Whatever your particular battle, it is always some sin versus faith, and to win that battle you are going to have to ignore some people.

36 Ignoring The word translated ignoring can mean either to ignore or to overhear.  In the parallel passage in Luke 8:50 a different word is used. This word only means to hear. But whichever way the word is translated here, clearly Jesus was ignoring them and calling the man to ignore them. what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe."

Jesus does not have much patience for people who use their influence to drag others away from faith. So as quickly as these words come out of their mouths, Jesus opposes them. He ignores them and tells the man to ignore them too by telling him to do the opposite of what they say. The next time you get advice from someone who counsels you to operate only by sight and not faith, Jesus is ignoring that person and you would do well to do the same.
So what does Jairus do? He does exactly what Jesus said – ignores his friends and keeps on trusting. There is no indication this man’s faith ever wavers throughout this whole ordeal. Many a man is wisest when his worldly friends think he is being a fool.

Delay (trust His timing)
Well, at this point they begin walking again, and they make their way to Jairus’ house. And when Jesus walks into that house, He walks into an absolute zoo.

38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion

Jesus walked in on a major commotion. 

38 …with people crying and wailing loudly. 

Matthew adds that there was a noisy crowd, and flute players. What in the world is going on? Flute players and screaming and yelling and chaos? What is this?
It is a funeral. That is the way funerals were done in that part of the world. When we go to a funeral, everything is quiet and people speak in whispers and the sign says, “Quiet, please.” But in that culture, it was just the opposite. People would shout and yell and wail and make as much noise as they could, because the more loved the person was, the louder the noise. They would even hire professional wailing women and flute players to add to the noise. There was a law that required that no matter how poor you were, you had to hire at least two flutes and one wailing woman if a family member died. And the number you hired was to be commensurate with your wealth. In his position, this synagogue ruler would have, no doubt, been well-to-do. So this was a significant commotion. 
This is why I told you last week this situation with the woman may have taken hours, rather than minutes, because by the time they get to the guy’s house not only has the girl died, but the funeral is already in full swing. They did not have embalming, so funerals were conducted right away. But it would still take some time to contact friends and family and bring in the wailing women and flute players and all the rest.
Trusts Jesus’ timing
So the delay was a lot more than just a few minutes. And yet, at no point is there any record of this man complaining. He not only trusts Jesus’ ability to raise his daughter from the dead, but his faith extends all the way into Jesus’ timing. It is not the timing Jairus would have picked. Jesus’ timing made his situation very uncomfortable. And yet, unlike so many people, Jairus does not complain. Unlike so many of us, Jairus does not feel the need to supervise Jesus in the way He blesses him. We always want to oversee what the Lord is doing, and evaluate each step in the process and then pass judgment on His work and His timing. 
And so often, it is God’s timing that throws us off the track of faith. We are believing, and we are trusting, but then He drags something out way longer than what we hoped, and we trade in our faith for grumbling or worry or fear or anger or self-pity. And we discover our faith was not as strong as we thought. We had confidence in His power, but we are unwilling to trust His wisdom. We want to second-guess His timing, which means we trust our wisdom above His. God’s delays are so important, because not only do they place everything into the framework of His perfect timing, but also because it exposes areas of unbelief that would otherwise go undetected.
Jesus dispenses with the crowd
At this point, Jesus has not yet entered the house. And as He starts toward the door, and everyone is following Him, He stops and turns around to face the crowd.
“You all stay out here.”
He was not going to let the crowd push into Jairus’ house. No doubt a few of them tried to go in anyway. This crowd followed Jesus all the way here for a reason – they want to see this.
 “No – you can’t come in. You stay out here.”
So He starts going in again and everyone but His disciples stays outside. But then Jesus turns to His disciples – “That means you too. You guys stay out here – except for three.”

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John 

This is the first time you see Jesus singling out the inner three. He wants some of His disciples to witness this, but not all of them. And I can understand that. Ladies – how many of you, when you were twelve years old, would have enjoyed it if you woke up one day to find thirteen strange men in your bedroom staring at you? Jesus is sensitive to that and to the family, so the crowd and the rest of the disciples have to wait outside. So now He walks through the door, into the chaos of the funeral. 

38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep."

Somehow He gets everyone’s attention ( He probably had to yell pretty loud), and He interrupts a funeral. Can you imagine doing that?
“Hey! HEY! EVERYONE! Why all this mourning and wailing? The child is not dead, but asleep.”

Faith First
Now, I don’t know about you, but if Jesus had asked my advice on how to go about this, I would have suggested a much different order of events. If you are going to break up a funeral, it seems to me step 1 should be raise the person from the dead, then step 2, say whatever it is you want to say. First get the person out of the casket and walking around, then make your speech. But Jesus wants to speak first. Why? The order of events is important, because what is Jesus concerned about more than anything? Faith! He can always see into your heart, but we are not as adept at seeing into our own hearts. Many times, we think we have faith when we do not and the best time for discovering that is before we get what we ask for, not after. If you only have faith after you get what you want, that is not faith. So Jesus speaks first, before doing any miracle. This is just like what He did on the lake. We looked at the account in Mark, where Jesus rebukes the disciples after stilling the storm. But in Matthew, we find that He also rebuked them before He stilled the storm. They woke Him up, demonstrated their lack of faith, and Jesus sat there in a sinking boat in the middle of the chaos and said:

Matthew 8:26 "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.

The test of faith is what goes on in your heart before deliverance comes. So Jesus gives all these mourners in the house a chance to demonstrate the kind of faith that Jairus has been showing. Let’s see how they do.
Laughing  

40 …they laughed at him. 

This is not the term for a joyful laughter. It is the word for a derisive, scornful, mocking laughter. This man and his wife lost their only child, and here these people are laughing and mocking the man Jairus brought to come touch his daughter. So the mourners totally fail the test. When Jesus walked into the house, there should have been a hushed silence, and they all should have fallen on the ground at Jesus’ feet in worship like Jairus did. And if they said anything, it should have been, “Master, explain to us what You mean when You say she’s not dead but only asleep.” But instead, they laugh and mock and jeer.
“The great healer had arrived too late. Now he is going to try out his healing powers on a corpse and make a fool of himself. He is carried away by his own success. This should be good – we can’t wait to see this…”
It is like people at a car race, wanting to see a big crash. They want to see Jesus try this. They did not get to see it, because in verse 40, He throws them all out.
Jesus casts them out

40 …he put them all out 

That translation is a little mild. The word is ekballo – to cast out (same word used of casting out demons). ek – “out”   ballo – “to throw.” He threw them out. 
“All of you – out of the house.  Now – Go!”
I don’t know if He started shoving them out, or just intimidated them with His commanding authority, or if He started putting together another whip like He did in the Temple, or what. But one way or another He cleared the place, so now it is just Jesus, three disciples, Jairus, and Mrs. Jairus. He kicks out all the mourners including all the relatives and friends.
The unbelieving, mocking crowd loses their chance to see. When people demand proof about Christianity, but then they turn around and mock and jeer, they forfeit their chance. Jesus is not desperate for followers. He does not accept just anyone – only open-hearted people. These people are not proper witnesses for something this wonderful, and so they do not get to see it.
Jesus raised a man from the dead in Bethany, and another man in Nain, and both of those were right out in the open in front of everyone. But the people of Capernaum had ignored the lesser miracles of restoring health, and so now they were unworthy to see the greater miracle of restoring life. They are dogs and swine, and Jesus is not going to cast these priceless pearls to them just to watch them trample them underfoot. Nor is He going to raise this little girl and have her open her eyes only to be a spectacle of a gaping, gawking mob of unbelieving hypocrites who were just doubled over laughing at her funeral. So Jesus, in His commanding authority, just keeps standing there and will not continue until every last one of those people is gone.

The Resurrection
So what did Jesus mean when He said she was not dead, but only asleep? Some skeptics have tried to say that Jesus is speaking literally here, and just pointing out that the whole things was a misdiagnosis, and the girl was literally napping. You would have to really have a desperate bias to believe something like that. I mean, honestly - did the people really conduct funerals for little girls who fell asleep? Are we to believe that the girl laid down for a nap, and so they called all their friends and hired mourners, and sent for Jesus, and did all this just because it did not occur to anyone to shake her to see if she was sleeping? Did Jesus come into this world to help wake up lazy kids from their naps? Please. The girl was dead. In Luke’s account, it even makes the point that her spirit was gone.
But if she was dead, what did Jesus mean by this remark about sleep? Very often, Jesus said things that could not be understood until they were clarified by His actions. He will say something that is hard to understand, and then do something that shows the meaning of what He said. So let’s watch what He’s about to do, and then we can understand what He said.
Jesus’ Tender Power 

40 After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was.

The six of them make their way down the hall, and Jesus leads them into the room where this girl’s body is. This is another indication of Jairus’ wealth, as most homes were a single room. Disaster strikes the lowly (like the woman) and the rich just the same. And as they step through the doorway, you can just feel Jairus’ throat tighten and the lump form, and a whole new fresh flow of tears begin streaming down their faces as they see her lifeless, pale body lying on the bed. Now watch what a beautiful picture this is.

41 He took her by the hand

We do not think anything of that, but in Judaism, touching a corpse was the greatest defilement possible. It would render you unclean. And a high priest could never touch a corpse for any reason. But when Jesus touches a corpse it does not make Him unclean, because the moment He touches it, it is no longer a corpse. Jesus, our Great High Priest, is not capable of being defiled by death, because He is the Author of life.
And He does not just touch her, but He, very tenderly, takes her little hand in His…

41 … and said to her, “Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!").
The predominant language in Israel was Aramaic, and that is probably the language Jesus spoke most of the time. It all gets recorded in Greek, because Greek was the universal language at the time. People all over the empire spoke Greek, and the gospels were written for the whole world, not just the Jews. But the things Jesus said were probably said mostly in Aramaic and then translated into Greek. And in Luke’s account, he translates Jesus’ words to this girl into Greek, just like normal. Matthew does not even mention Jesus’ words at this point. But Luke gives us the original Aramaic. Why? Keep in mind – Mark got his information from Peter, and Peter was there in that room that day. Evidently, when Peter told Mark the story, when he gets to the part where Jesus spoke to this little girl, Peter says it in the language Jesus used. You can imagine Peter recalling that moment and wanting to report the exact sounds that came out of Jesus’ mouth because it was such a powerful and beautiful thing. The love and tenderness comingled with awesome resurrection power just lingered in Peter’s soul over the years, so much so that he could not even think of it in Greek– but only in the voice of Jesus in His very words. 
Talitha koum! These are the words her mom would have used when getting her up in the morning. The literal translation would be “Get up, little lamb.” It is obvious the love and affection Jesus has for this girl.
When Jesus begins speaking those words there are only six people in the room. A half-second later when He finished saying them, there were seven people in the room. Luke says her spirit returned.

42 …he took the girl by the hand, and she got up.

With those two little words Jesus restarted her heart, restarted her breathing, repaired the brain damage and all the rest of the tissue damage throughout her body, and, more than all that, restored her spirit back to her body, and gave her life once more. And the girl opens her eyes and sees the kindest, most loving face she had ever seen looking down at her, no doubt smiling. The very first thing she notices is that her hand is in the strong, reassuring grip of His hand. 
Total, Instant Restoration
Next she notices she does not feel sick anymore …at all! She feels fine.

42 the girl stood up and walked around.

She is walking all around the house. That is how you can tell if a twelve year old is back to normal – they will be moving. And this girl is on the move. The point is she has energy. She does not feel like lying down. She does not need any rest. She has an appetite. It is funny – Jesus has to tell them to give her something to eat. Evidently being dead makes you hungry. She probably has not had anything to eat for a while because you do not have an appetite when you are dying. But now she is completely, totally, instantly restored to life and health, and she needs some food. And her parents are so dumbfounded that they momentarily become unfit parents, and it does not even occur to them to feed their daughter, and Jesus has to tell them, “Get her a sandwich or something.”
We do our part
The comment about food brings us right back down to earth. Jesus was not some mystical guru who had his head in the clouds without any connection to the real world. Despite all His mighty power to rob death of this tender victim, Jesus is not too great to think of this ordinary need of food. It is a tender and a lovely touch in the narrative. Right in the middle of a resurrection from the dead, He is concerned about getting her a snack. And I find it interesting that He asks the parents to do that. I mean – if you have enough power to raise someone from the dead, if you have that kind of awesome, divine, miracle-working power, can’t you just throw in a slice of pizza while you’re at it? He has created wine before, why not make this the miracle of the resurrection and the cheeseburger? This is just like when He raised Lazarus. He brings life into Lazarus’ corpse and then tells the people standing there to cut the grave clothes off him. Jesus used miraculous power to do what men could never do, but the things we can do He leaves for us to do. He gives us the dignity of participating in His work.

Death Turned to Sleep
So now we can understand Jesus’ comment about sleep in verse 39. When Jesus calls her death sleep it is because He is making a statement. Jesus is reinterpreting death from God’s point of view. He is calling it temporary. When you fall asleep, you are “out of it” for a while, then you wake up. And for the believer, that is exactly what death is. They put you in the ground, your body is out of it for a while, then Jesus returns and your body wakes up at the resurrection of the righteous. So throughout the New Testament, we see the metaphor of sleep used for death for believers to remind us how temporary it is. That is not to say your soul sleeps. To be away from the body is to be present with the Lord. So there is no such thing as soul sleep. The metaphor of sleep refers to our bodies, and it began here, when Jesus basically said, “If you are going to be raised again to life, then death is more like sleep than death.” Like its younger brother, sickness, death is an enemy. But it must yield to the powers of the messianic kingdom present in Jesus. In the presence of Christ, death becomes a `sleeping.
What Jesus did for this girl in a temporary way, He will do for all believers in an eternal way. Death becomes sleep. Death is permanent; sleep is temporary. Death is an enemy; sleep is a friend. Death is terrifying; sleep is sweet. People go to extreme lengths to avoid death; but every year people spend millions of dollars on mattresses, sleep medications, therapy, counseling, and all kinds of other things to get more sleep. For His followers, Jesus transformed death to sleep. 
In fact, He turns all our loss into gain. He makes all our losses temporary. What loss have you suffered that Jesus has not transformed into gain? You lose your job – that is a loss, in a temporary sense. You no longer have something you once had, so it feels like a loss. But then, Jesus promises to restore what we lose one hundred times (Lk. 18:30). He makes all our losses temporary, and eventually transforms them into gain. Which means no matter what happens to you, you are better off than before it happened. No exceptions. And if you want to see that, all you have to do is wait for His timing.

Wait for His timing and trust
Maybe you read this story and think “That’s great for Jairus. But Jesus didn’t come to my house and fix my problem. He hasn’t put the shattered pieces of my life back together.” He will. Sure, there may be a longer gap in between than there was for Jairus, but the fact that we have a longer interval in between our loss and our restoration does not make it any less certain. He did not do this just for Jairus’ sake. He did it to announce to the world that He is the one with the ability and the will to restore life, and when the time is right, He will come again and restore all things.
“But what about in the meantime? I know heaven will be wonderful, but what about now? How can I cope?”
In this life, you are like Jairus prior to verse 37 – just standing there helplessly watching Jesus attend to someone else. What should you do? Do just what Jesus told Jairus to do. Do not be afraid. Only believe. Learn to read your life like you read the Gospels.
Learn to Appreciate Providence
As I was preparing this sermon, I was thinking about how much more exciting these stories would be if you didn’t all already know how they ended. That is one thing that was so much fun about preaching in the remote villages in India. They had never heard any of this before, so I would tell the first part of the event and they would get all concerned. Then I would get to the end, and they would see what Jesus did and they would be elated. None of you get alarmed or start ringing your hands in worry when you read that the girl dies. You are not asking your doctor for a prescription for valium because you are so full of anxiety about the disciples in the storm on the lake. In fact, when we read the gospel accounts, it is like watching a movie - the more severe the trouble, the more exciting it gets, because we know it is going to have a good ending. The only question is, “How is Jesus going to do it this time?”
Just think what a difference it would make in your heart if we could train ourselves to read our own lives the way we read the Gospels. The bigger the storm gets, all it does is make you excited to see how Jesus is going to work it out this time. Nobody ever reads one of these gospel accounts and says, “Wow, what a coincidence!” What a coincidence that Jesus just happens to arrive at the well right at the moment when the Samaritan woman gets there. What rotten luck that Jesus gets stuck in traffic on the way to Jairus’ house. What a fluke that Jesus just happens to land on the shore right where the Gaderean Demoniac was. No one sees Saul go in to relieve himself in the one cave in all Israel where David happens to be hiding and says, “What are the odds???” The things that happen in the Bible do not strike us as bad luck, or flukey, or coincidental. They seem like things God is doing on purpose for a really good reason. When was the last time you read a Bible story and said, “Man, if Jesus had just timed that a little better…”? We never say that. If only we could learn to read our own lives like we read the Bible. Or to put it another way, what would happen if you read the Bible the way you read circumstances today? What if you are Mrs. Jairus, and your husband finally comes home hours late? 
“Where have you been? Our daughter is dead now!”
“Well, it was slow moving with the huge crowd…”
“If only we lived closer to the lake, our child would still be alive. I told you we should have gotten that house by the beach, but, no – you had to live in the middle of town by the synagogue.” 
Pain busts into our lives, and immediately we are looking around to assign blame somewhere – which is never hard because all the people around us are imperfect and worthy of blame. And we fix one hundred percent of our attention on the human aspects – this horrible thing happened because you failed to do this, and because you committed this sin, and you did this dumb thing, and other people failed to help, and the weather did that, and, and, and… And we forget there is a perfect, loving, omnipotent God orchestrating all these circumstances for His perfect purposes. Providence has not changed since Bible times. The same God is in charge of all events today that was in charge of events back then. He is just as good now as He was then, and His timing now is as impeccable as ever.

Conclusion
Imagine this dear little sixth grader sitting in the kitchen enjoying her plate of cookies with a milk mustache - Jesus sitting across from her (maybe throwing back a lemonade, Himself), the ecstatic parents and the amazed inner circle. What a scene. We will let them enjoy that fellowship, and we will let the sounds of their happy conversation fade as we close our time with our hearts warmed as we think about our future when we will someday sit at His table with resurrected bodies and fully restored health – freed forever from the threat of death on that Day when He says to His Bride, talitha koum


Benediction: Isaiah 43:1-4 But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you…he who formed you: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you

