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Lk.7:36-58           “Do You See this Woman?               7-7-2002

It must have been a week that the people in Nain would never forget.

Jesus’ first day there – actually His first moments there He raised a man from the dead right in the middle of his funeral.

So the people were already astonished an amazed as they would listen to Jesus preach, and then some disciples from that famous prophet arrive: a message from the first prophet in 400 years to this one who raises the dead with a word.

That message expressed John’s doubt.  He waned to know if Jesus is really the Messiah.

Jesus responded with an awesome display of miracles, and then this statement: “Tell John what you just saw, and then tell him I said this: Blessed are those who are not skandalizoed (turned away) by Me.”
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He doesn’t provide answers for the questions that perplexed John.  He just provides him with sufficient evidence that He is trustworthy, and then urges John to trust.

Jesus went on to preach a sermon about how John is the greatest prophet ever.

And a major point of that sermon is that all the people can really be divided into two groups: those who accept God’s will for their lives, and those who reject it.

But you can’t tell which is which just by a superficial glance on the outside.  

It’s not like an old western where the good guy is unmistakable because he wears white clothes and a white hat that remained perfectly white even when riding a horse through a dusty desert.
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Those who look to be the worst on the outside may turn out to have a good heart, and the upstanding religious leaders may not.
(summarized in vv.29,30)

So while the people of Nain are mulling over all that, and trying to understand it, they are about to get a living illustration of that principle that they will never forget.

Before I tell you about what happened, let me take a moment to set the context.  It’s important that you know about something that took place probably just days prior.

Picture Jesus preaching a sermon (He had just recently preached the Sermon on the Mount, and it may very well have been that one)

Jesus preached that sermon to His disciples, but Scripture tells us there were also a great crowd of people also listening – all different kinds.  
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In that crowd was a woman, and Scripture says she was a sinner.

We understand that every person is a sinner, but in the NT the word is used differently than the way we use it.

sinner – refers to blatant, obvious, overt, and especially despicable lifestyle.  The dregs of society.  One whose life is openly filthy – so even the average unbeliever is repulsed.

This woman was the type that just by looking at her you immediately know she is a bad character (A nearby mother moves to a different part of the crowd because her kids are with her – doesn’t want them anywhere near this woman).
 
But this woman doesn’t even notice – so is so caught up in what Jesus is saying about sin and judgment.

In that sermon He made crushing statements about sin and guilt and hell.  He also talked about forgiveness.  

You can just picture this wretched woman going home troubled and overwhelmed with feelings of guilt.  She was crushed by the force of the Law of God, and yet in that condition her heart was softened by the hope of forgiveness.  

Like Matthew perhaps she wanted nothing more.  
5
And at some point she believed Jesus’ words and was converted.  

And after the exhilaration and release of realizing she was forgiven, her heart was flooded with gratitude and love for Him, and she had to find Him.

So she is tracking all over Nain to find Him.

Starting in v.36 we get the story of what happened when she did find Him.   It all started with…
An Invitation
36 Now one of the Pharisees one of the ones who seem good on the outside – white clothes and white hats) invited Jesus to have dinner with him, 
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This isn’t just dinner – it’s a banquet.  And Jesus goes.  Jesus had gone to a tax collector’s banquet, now He’s going to a Pharisee’s banquet.  He would go to anybody’s banquet.

I believe the reason this Pharisee invited Jesus was he wanted to evaluate Him (in v.39 we find him doing just that – making a judgment about whether or not Jesus is a prophet.)

The question of whether Jesus is a prophet came up at the resurrection.
7:16  They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "
7:24-26  After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see?…26 A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
7
So Jesus says John is the greatest prophet of all time, because he was Jesus’ forerunner.  So if being Jesus’ forerunner makes you the greatest prophet ever, what does that make Jesus?  Something greater than the greatest prophet.

The people see him raise the man from the dead and call Him a great prophet.   Jesus claims to be greater than that.

Simon (the Pharisee) hears all this and says, “I’ll decided if He is a prophet.”  

So he invites Jesus, and Jesus goes.  And when He arrives receives a cool welcome.  
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Simon doesn’t give Him the customary greeting of a kiss on the cheek, he doesn’t provide any oil (to refresh themselves they would put oil on their heads) – We don’t like to think about any grease in our hair, but that was a different culture.  They would do that to keep their skin moist.
 
In a dramatic breach of custom and common courtesy Simon doesn’t have anyone wash Jesus’ feet.
So it is not a warm reception at all.
 
So there they are eating and talking.  V.36 says they were reclining.  At a normal meal they would sit, but at a banquet they would lay on their side and lean up on their left elbow, eat with the right hand and have their feet extend out behind them.

So they are eating and talking and everything is pretty normal, and then…in v.37, it happens! 

One thing that bugs me about the NIV is it leaves out the “Beholds.”  The first word in v.37 is “behold” or, literally, “Look!”

THE WOMAN’S LOVE
It should be translated.  It’s a dramatic word designed to capture your attention.  
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“They are at the meal, everyone is eating… and Look!  Look at this!  Wow!  You’re not going to believe this, but watch!  In comes this woman who was a sinner.” 

That’s amazing – not so much that a woman would come in.  

Actually, it was normal to let the common, poor people in to a banquet and let them sit on the floor along the wall and listen and ask questions.  

What was astonishing is that she was a sinner and she came into the house of a Pharisee.   Pharisees were concerned above all with purity, which they externalized.  

The meal setting would already bring up in the Jewish reader’s mind the idea of ritual purity – especially in a Pharisee’s house, and this woman comes on the scene in the narrative like an infectious disease.  
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Every reader would become uneasy at this point, and I guarantee the dinner guests were visibly uncomfortable.  

If you have a reputation of being an immoral, filthy person, the last place you are going to go is into the house of a Pharisee.  

You see, the only way self-righteous people are able to maintain their self-righteousness is by focusing attention on the sins of others.  You elevate yourself by pressing others down.

So if it’s visible on the outside that you are a dirty sinner, the house of a Pharisee is not going to be a pleasant place for you to be.

This woman had been hunting for Jesus, and v.37 says she learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house

She is desperate to find Jesus so she can express her love and gratitude, and so she asks around… “Where is Jesus?  Where was He headed last?  Have you seen Him anywhere?  Have you heard anything…?”

“Oh yeah.  I know where He is.  He’s attending a banquet tonight.”

“Really?!  Where?”

“At Simon’s house.”

“Simon the Pharisee?”  

“Yep.”

Oh brother.  That’s the last place this woman would want to go.  One option would be to wait until tomorrow – or until after the meal at least.

But look at her.  She can’t even wait an hour.  You would think she would just stand down at the end of the block or something.  But she won’t.  She has to see Jesus right now.

Lenski: “this woman might well have hesitated – too many hesitate at critical moments in their spiritual life for inferior reasons.”
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That’s true.  Very often people will hesitate at a crucial juncture in their spiritual encounter with God for reasons much smaller than this.  But this woman won’t be stopped.  She is going in there.

Most assume she was a prostitute, but it doesn’t say that.  We don’t know what all she had been into.
 
But it doesn’t matter, because whatever she had been, she was no longer.  (Jesus was a friend of repentant sinners) So she was cleansed.

But apparently, it was recently that she had changed.  

So she goes right into the house.
37… learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume
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To the shock of everyone, here she arrives.  She is deaf to the gasps and the haughty, disapproving, condescending, condemning looks and whispers.  All she sees is the One who made her heart pure.

She approaches Him with this perfume.  

The women then carried these around the neck.  They were white or delicately tinted fine-grained gypsum, and very expensive.  

It was so much a part of them, they were even allowed to wear it on and carry it around on the Sabbath (even though jewelry was forbidden).  

Her plan was to break the alabaster and anoint Jesus head in an act of love and gratitude. (There is no evidence that there was any custom of anointing a person’s feet.)
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So she is approaching Jesus – who is laying there on His elbow talking, He feet back behind Him…

And instead of going over and sitting by the wall she walks up toward Jesus from behind.

Everyone gasps, and the room falls dead silent.

She is going to break the narrow little top off this little jar, and anoint Jesus’ head with the perfume.  

And as she gets closer to Him, something happens to her.

It’s a little awkward in the Greek text:
38 and…having begun to stand behind…alongside the feet of Him, weeping…

As she approached, when she gets up to His feet, Jesus is facing the other way, and she hesitates.  

She was just going to walk right up and do it, but when she gets that close, and sees Him, and hears His voice again – all that had gone on in her heart wells up in her, and it all comes rushing to the front of her thinking.  

She is overwhelmed with emotion and that stopped her in her tracks.

I don’t know what kind of tears these are.

I don’t know if it was the crushing sense of guilt as she was reminded of the sermon and how vile her life had been, how with impunity she had sinned against God for so long…

Or maybe they were tears of joy, as she felt emotionally the reality of forgiveness all over again.
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Whichever, the emotions suddenly well up in her heart and she can’t go on – her eyes become a fountain of tears.

You know how once you have an awkward moment in a social situation, that can cause an even more awkward moment, and the whole thing can tumble down hill?

Look what happens next.

38 …she began to wet his feet with her tears.

The word wet (KJV wash) is the normal word for rain.  She began to rain down tears, and they landed on Jesus’ feet!

They drop from her eye, or from her face, and land not on the floor, but right on Jesus!
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She approaches to anoint His head, she gets up to where His feet are, and she is overcome with emotion, she can’t hold back the tears, and they are now dripping down on the feet of this great miracle worker – the one whose sandals John wasn’t fit to carry.  

You can imagine the embarrassment of that.  

And keep in mind no one had washed Jesus’ feet when He entered.  The reason they had the custom of washing feet is they walked on dirt roads with sandals, so Jesus’ feet would have been very dusty.

Now you drip a bunch of tears on there and you have a mess.
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This was not part of the plan.  (First of all, you can’t plan tears like this.  And she had no towel – she had no intention of doing anything to His feet)

She has just interrupted the meal, she was going to anoint his head, she may have told herself before coming in, “OK, I’m not going to cry.”  

But now she burst into uncontrolled tears, everybody is looking at her, and the tears have now dripped on Jesus...  

She immediately wants to wipe them off, and she drops down to do that, but she doesn’t have a towel, and so she does something absolutely unheard of.  

She does something Jewish women in that culture never did.  She lets her hair down in public – an extreme disgrace in that culture.  

Letting your hair down in the presence of a man you were not married to was on par with appearing in public without clothes.

But she has to wipe away these tears.

To do that you would have to get your face awfully close to the feet.  (In my case it would have to be extremely close, but even for a woman with long hair, her face would have to be right down there in the dirt.)

This would be considered a tremendous humiliation.  

1 Co.11:15  says the glory of a woman is her hair.  She took the crowning glory of her life and used it as a rag to wipe dirt of the Master’s feet.  

Our highest and best belongs at the Masters’ feet.
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In that culture there was nothing more menial than attending to someone’s feet.  It was the task of the lowest slave in the house – and even he would use a towel.

This woman could not have possibly descended to any lower level of humility.  But she is glad to do it, because even the most menial service to the King of kings is the greatest honor.

38 …Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 

We don’t always appreciate how extreme this behavior is because we have grown so accustomed to this scene – on the pages of Scripture it may even seem normal.

But it wasn’t normal at all.  It was as bizarre then as it would be today.
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Now that she is down at His feet she realizes that’s where she belongs.  She has no business going any farther than that.  It’s a high enough honor to attend to His feet, and so now she’s just going to anoint them.

But first she starts kissing them.

The word for “kiss” is  fi,lhma,.  The word here is katafi,lhma, - 
Repeated, fervent kissing.  

She probably had many emotions, but the greatest was love.  She is so overcome with love, she forgets all the people and forgets about how this looks, 

38…and poured perfume on them.

What a beautiful picture of love!  What a wonderful scene!

Have any of us ever worshipped God with such, effusive, lavish worship that is… – over the top?
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We read about the rejection of Christ, we read of the dull perception of the disciples, we read of the mocking, the mistreatment, then animosity, the crucifixion…

And when we read all that it grates on our spirits.  It’s like fingernails on a chalkboard.  We tire of reading about it.  It’s so vile, so unpleasant, so ugly.

But what a reprieve we get when we arrive in Lk.7 and we get to see, in the midst of all that ugliness, this beautiful woman – such gloriously beautiful humility and love and worship.

But as we are lost in the wonder of that v.39 drops on us like a thud, and we are brought right back into reality.

The Pharisee’s Thoughts
In v.39 the focus shifts to the Pharisee.  He doesn’t say anything, but Luke turns the camera lens over to him and records his thoughts.  

(This is one of the uniqueness of the Bible.  Regular history books don’t give verbatim accounts of people’s unspoken thoughts, but it happens routinely in the Bible)
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39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is-- that she is a sinner." 

It’s a derogatory word for man.  (Lenski)  “This clown – He’s nobody.  I knew it…”  He’s got his answer. (He can talk that way about Jesus, because he thinks he is safely in the privacy of his own thoughts)

He had been looking for a reason not to believe, and now He has his answer.  

“If this guy were really from God (1) He would know this woman is an ugly, vile sinner, and (2) He would never allow Himself to be contaminated by letter her touch Him.”

But those thoughts reveal not Jesus’ ignorance, but Simon’s.  He’s dead wrong on both assumptions.
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He’s wrong on his assumption that this woman is an unclean person and he is wrong in assuming Jesus was capable of being contaminated.

It’s ironic, he is guilty of the very thing he’s accusing Jesus of – He’s accusing Jesus of the inability to correctly evaluate this woman’s heart.

But it turns out Jesus evaluated it correctly, and it was Simon who read it completely wrong.

Simon figures a real prophet should be able to read a person’s heart.  

Jesus is about to show him 2 things.  First, it doesn’t take a prophet to read this woman’s heart, it should be obvious to anyone with eyes.

And second, Jesus can indeed read a person’s heart, and He will prove it by reading Simon’s thoughts.

At this point the scene could not be more dramatic.  To this point no one has said a word out loud.  I’m sure the room fell silent when the woman entered.  No one made a peep.  
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This whole drama has gone on without anybody saying a word.  The only noise was the sobbing of this woman, and the sound of the jar breaking.

Apparently, at this point Jesus is still facing away from the woman, toward Simon. 

He doesn’t put a stop to this.  I would.  John the B would.  Elijah would.  An angel would.  But it’s appropriate for Jesus.

Finally, Jesus breaks the silence by speaking to Simon.

Jesus’ Response To The Pharisee
Jesus will show the proper way to think about all that has just happened.
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."

Instead of jumping right into it, Jesus gives an announcement that He is about to teach something. 

This creates suspense, highlights the importance of what is about to be said, and draws Simon in.  Jesus wants him to know this is directed to him.

“Simon, look at Me.  I want to say something to you.”  Then He waits for a response.

"Tell me, teacher," he said. 

The word teacher is very respectful.   In his mind he is disrespectful, but in his hypocrisy his words are very polite and appear to be humble.

Jesus gives him a parable.  And it’s just like Nathan’s parable.  

Remember when David stole Uriah’s wife, killed Uriah and covered it up?  He was not repentant at all.  He thought he had gotten away with it and no one knew.

And Nathan came and told him a story of a rich man who stole a poor man’s only lamb.  

David has no idea it’s a parable.  He thinks that really happened somewhere, and he is outraged, and demands that that man be put to death for doing such a thing.

And Nathan said, “You are the man.”  
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It’s the kind of parable where when you give the obvious answer, you have just condemned yourself without even knowing it.

That’s exactly what Jesus does, and Simon doesn’t have a clue.

41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them will love him more?"

It’s an easy question, but Simon’s answer is reserved.

43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled."

I suppose 
He gives a guarded response.  

Every teacher can relate to that.  Anytime you ask a question that is too easy, people are very hesitant to answer, because they are afraid it might be a trick question.

But Jesus waits for an answer, so Simon finally has to say, “The one who was forgiven the bigger debt would love the master more.”

"You have judged correctly," Jesus said.

That’s very emphatic (both the terms and order)  

“Very good Simon!  That’s exactly right!  The one who has been forgiven more loves more.”
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Simon still has no idea what Jesus is getting at.  I’m sure all the people in the room were scratching their heads (they didn’t know what Simon had been thinking, so they are really in the dark)

In v.44, Jesus explains.

Then he turned toward the woman… (for the first time, Jesus finally turns and faces her)

Jesus looks into this woman’s eyes, but then He speaks to Simon 
He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? 

I don’t know if Simon had turned away, refusing to look at her.  But Jesus forces him, now, to look at this woman.  He wants Simon to look at her.
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Now He explains the parable.

I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  Water would have been a small courtesy (He doesn’t even mention washing His feet – just providing some water), but tears are harder to come by.

Do you see the connection with the parable?  “She loved me a lot, and you loved Me not at all.”
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45 You did not give me a kiss (fi,lhma, normal greeting – a kiss on the cheek), but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing (katafi,lhma) my feet. 

46 You did not put oil (olive oil, very cheep) on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven-- for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."

Now do you understand the parable?  Whoever has been forgiven the most, loves the most.  And this woman loves the most.
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You see Simon, you don’t have to be a prophet to judge this woman’s heart, and it was you who were wrong.  

It’s as plain as the nose on your face that she has been forgiven her sins.  That’s why she loves Me so much more than you do.

BTW, one thing we learn from this is that sin is a debt.  

People in the world think that to have even accounts with God, you just have to be average.  Your good deeds cancel out your bad deeds, and if you are about as good as most people, then you have even accounts with God.

Then if you ever do anything especially good, God is indebted to you.
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You can hear that in people’s prayers: “God, if you get me out of this, I’ll start going to church and I’ll…” as if we had something to offer God that would be a fair trade for His favor.

To think that way is to misunderstand God’s standard.  In order to have even accounts with God we would have to be perfectly righteous – just to break even.

We could never go above and beyond, because how do you go above and beyond a perfect standard?

So perfection will get you even accounts, and every single act of unrighteousness is a debt we owe God.
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That’s the Gospel.  We owe an unpayable debt to God, and Jesus came and paid a debt He didn’t owe.
-------------------------
So Jesus says, “The reason this woman loves Me with such profuse love is because she has been forgiven so much (which means now her heart is clean)”

On the other hand, people who love Me a little have only been forgiven a little.  Then He leaves Simon to figure what the condition is if there is no love at all.

Simon had no love at all for Jesus, which proves he had been forgiven not at all.
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NOTE: Is there any Christian who has been forgiven a little?  Anyone who has been forgiven their sins has been forgiven an infinite debt.  

If I am lacking in my love for God and my level of gratitude is below what it should be, it’s not that I haven’t been forgiven enough.  It’s that I don’t have enough awareness of the exorbitant level of the debt I was forgiven.  

Those who have a greater sense of how bad their sin problem was love God a lot.  Those who have a frail, faulty understanding of how bad sin is love God with a weak, sickly love.
 
It’s easier for a woman like this to realize the enormity of her sin, because she was so bad in comparison to others.  

It’s like when Ro.5:20 says where sin abounds, grace abounds more - The issue isn’t to sin more so you can get more grace.  It is the realization of sin (Jesus said I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners).

Only when I grasp the horrendous depths of the wickedness of my sin to I even begin to perceive the immense enormity of God’s grace. 

This is why preaching the law is such an important part of evangelism.  

Do you want to get converts who are really zealous for God?  Preach the law to them.  Help them understand the debt.  Help them understand the desperate straights they are in 

So often we think, “I want this person to like God.  I want him to like Jesus and become a Christian” so we go on and on about how nice God is, and how gentle and kind and loving He is…

And we maybe mumble something about judgment and hell, but it’s followed by and immediate, “BUT…” and we go on to imply that’s not really an accurate picture of what God is like.
And so the person becomes a Christian and we are frustrated because yes, he prayed the sinners prayer and accepted Jesus in his heart and accepted the free gift of salvation…

But his life seems so apathetic.  There is no zeal, no passion for God.  No sign of tears in his eyes as he worships.  No trace of passionate love for God.  And we wonder why.

It’s because those who have a small idea of how much trouble they were in have a small idea of how much they have been forgiven.  And the result is they have a small love for God.

And this works in the Christian life too.  Want to re-vitalize your passion for the Lord?  You want a new spark or a re-awakening in your relationship with Him?  

Study the Law.  Remember the quarry from which you were hewn.  Do an in-depth study of hell.

Awaken yourself from the daze we tend to fall into from the colorless, odorless carbon dioxide of the sins of the inner man.

1 Pe.1:12 – angels long to look into this.  They long to look in to our salvation.  They understand it.  They can understand the fact that we owed a debt and Christ paid it.  

But they don’t know what it’s like to be forgiven.  They are not capable of the same kind of love we are capable of.

Look back at v.44. Do you see this woman?  That’s really the question.  

Simon thought he saw her, and Jesus didn’t, but really Simon didn’t see her at all.  

He couldn’t see that woman – all he could see is something that wasn’t even there – her old self.  

She stands as one of the most beautiful figures in all of Scripture, and all Simon could see was wretched ugliness.  

Right there, in his house, at his table stood a new creation – a new creature with a clean heart!  A miracle of God!  The old was gone, everything inside her had been made new.

She was a righteous, repentant, humble, adoring, worshipping soul who loved the Lord w/ all her soul/strength, and who would worship at all costs.

She had been forgiven, and it was obvious from her character.  Her heart overflowed with love for the Lord.  

She represents an example that we all strive and strain to be like.  She is offering worship that must have captivated the angels and the splash of those tears must have resounded in heaven.

And Simon looked at that and all he could see was a contaminated, contaminating, sinner.  

Jesus said, Do you see this woman? and the answer was no.  

There standing before him was a new creation – a new creature, a miracle of God.  The old was gone, everything was made new, her new character was obvious, but Simon was absolutely blind to it.
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He can’t see her, because he is a child of foolishness – living in a pretend dream world that has no correlation to reality.

Luke draws the curtain on this scene before it’s over.  We don’t know how Simon responded.  It may be that Luke does that so we don’t focus our thoughts on how Simon responded, but Luke wants the reader to think about how we should respond.

“Do you see this woman?  Do you see this man?”  Really?

What do you see when you look at people? 

1 Sam.16:7  The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."

Ask yourself, do you see this woman?  Is your assessment of people mostly external or mostly based on their heart?

Seeing this woman’s beautiful heart would not have been as easy as it may seem.  In that culture her behavior was outrageous.  
It was not appropriate for her to interrupt this meal.  
It was not appropriate for her to approach someone of Jesus’ stature.  
Letting her hair down was on par with appearing in public without clothes.  It was grounds for divorce.
Everything she did was socially wrong.  

What if it was someone who was involved in a sin you don’t struggle with?  Would you be able to look at him and see him, or would you only be able to see his past?

Some people are so blind all they see is the past.

Some people in the church are so spiritually blind, they miss some of the most beautiful people in the world because they can’t see past their clothes or their hair or their tattoo.  

Some are so blind they can’t see past the pigmentation of a person’s skin!

Some people see elderly folks and that’s all they can see.  They don’t see the person.  They can’t see past the wrinkles and weakness.  They don’t realize that inside that old body is a person.

Some people see teenagers, and all they can see is a teenager.  They can’t see that it’s a real human being.

Same with obese people.

One of the great pursuits of the Christian life is to learn to see people – to see beyond their skin, beyond their appearances, beyond their personality types, beyond their pasts, beyond age…and see their hearts.

What happens when you come across a repentant sinner? 

I hope we are not blind like Simon.  
48
Most people divide humanity into two categories: the really bad sinners and the not so bad sinners.  

The really bad sinners are the rapists, homosexuals, murders, thieves, divorcees, etc.

The not so bad sinners are the gossips, the proud, the self-righteous, the greedy, the discontent, the complainers, the apathetic, etc.

And if you have ever been a bad sinner, you are relegated to second class status in the church, even if you have repented.  

On the other hand, if you are a not so bad sinner, we don’t have any qualms about your sin – even if you haven’t repented. 

That is spiritual blindness.  That is not thinking like God thinks.

There are two categories of people, and they are these: 
Category #1 – really bad sinners who have not repented.
Category #2 – really bad sinners who have repented.  

Those are the only two categories.  

Very often it takes way too long for us to change our perception of people after they have changed.

We shouldn’t have such long memories about people’s weaknesses.  I was in a church once and a man told me, “Leland has a real problem with temper.  It’s terrible.  I just don’t think he is fit for ministry.”

I asked for an example and he said, “Well, in the last 10 years he has been a lot better.”

That’s spiritual blindness.  God does a miracle in someone’s heart and I’m going to ignore it for 10 years?

Jesus’ Response To The Woman

I love v.48.
48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven (cancelled, gone – your heart is clean now)." 
Simon looks at you and sees a vile sinner and I look at you and I see purity.  

If Jesus says that to someone, we better not say anything different.

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 

Right back to that question again.  Is He a prophet?  A great prophet?  Greater than the greatest prophet?  

Prophets can’t forgive people’s sins and cleanse people’s hearts.  If He can forgive sins, He is God.

50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."

Notice it wasn’t her love that saved her, it was her faith.  But her love was evidence of her faith.  

go in peace.  Lit into (eis) peace  

“Go in peace” was a phrase they would use at a funeral.  To a dead person they would say, “Go in peace.”  But to a living person they would say “Go into peace.”

That’s an interesting thought – go into a life of peace. 

Jesus sent her out into a condition of a life of peace with God.  No more turmoil over sin.  

If you are a Christian and you are crippled with turmoil in your heart over your sin, it’s good to hate the sin in your life, but don’t forget Romans 5 – God Himself declares that you are at peace with Him.

Things are OK between you and Him.

Hendriksen: “This peace is the smile of God reflected in the heart of the redeemed sinner.”
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·	Cards & brochures
·	Pick up a visitor’s pack
·	Theology class cancelled
·	Setup signup 
·	next Sunday is the fellowship meal
·	 5th Grade group Friday the 31st at our house from 6:30-8:30
·	 Thursday Bible study CANCELLED 
·	 Tuesday Bible study cancelled (re-start July 9)
·	Call people forward to pray
BENEDICTION 
Lk.7:50 To everyone here who loves the Lord: "Your faith has saved you; go into peace."


