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Part 14 - Timothy   Php.2:19-24

We are studying a letter written about 2000 years ago from the Apostle Paul to the church in the city of Philippi.  Paul was in prison, waiting to find out if he would be released or if he would lose his head.
The way mail was delivered was if you had a friend who happened to be going where the letter was to go, you sent it with the friend.  In a letter like this, the standard practice was to have a section in the letter commending the bearer of the letter – like a letter of recommendation.  
So in vv.19-24 Paul commends Timothy.  The thing is, Tim isn’t the one bringing the letter!  Timothy isn’t even coming.  Paul simply indicates that he hopes to send him in the future once he knows how things will turn out.
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.
So why not commend Tim with another letter when he does send him?
The reason becomes apparent as we read on.  I’m sure part of the reason was to give them hope and encouragement as they have something to look forward to.
But even more importantly, I think Paul talks about Tim because, as we will see, Tim is such a great example of everything Paul has been teaching in ch.2.
I think we tend to do too many character studies – we want to focus on men instead of God.  But every once in a while Scripture sets before us a spiritually mature man or woman as an example we are to follow.
So that’s the reason for these comments about Tim.
For the last few months we have heard principles.  But sometimes principles are hard to put in place in your life - abstract.  Sometimes we need to see it lived out. 
Like a coach trying to explain some complex movement of the body with angles and diagrams, and finally just says, “Here, let me show you.”
Paul says, “Let me show you what I’m talking about.”
So this week and next we can just sit back and watch two remarkable examples of these principles lived out.
Try to resist the temptation, as we examine these men, to just beat up on yourself and condemn yourself at every point where you fall short of this example.  That doesn’t seem to be the mood in which the material is given.
I think a better approach would be to just sit back and enjoy hearing about these men who so honored God, and let your heart be warmed by knowing that these things are possible, and by seeing what a lovely result comes from following these principles.
I hope when we are done with this study we don’t leave here depressed because we fall short, but encouraged and aspiring to more Christlikeness.
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you.
If he already knows the news is good, why does he need to send Tim? 
I think this is a lot more than a news-gathering errand for Timothy.  A lot of people could go there to get news.  Paul sent Tim to help that church – to create the good news – to teach, exhort, encourage, edify, rebuke, comfort, train… all the things Paul did.
The point is that Paul’s goal of boasting on the Day of Christ and being a drink offering will all be realized if Tim. goes there. 
As an aside…
How often do we send missionaries to minister to established, healthy churches?  Paul did.
You would be hard pressed to find anyone in history more mission minded than Paul, and yet Paul’s greatest concern was the health of the churches, and the spiritual well-being of the Christians in those churches.
What a contrast to the philosophy many have today that seems to only be concerned with getting as many heads in churches as possible.  Sometimes there is such an emphasis on the unchurched, that as long as a person is churched, there is no concern for him.  
As long as every Sunday he goes in some building with the word “church” in its name, we don’t have to worry about that guy – all we care about is getting those people who aren’t attending anywhere.  Once we get them attending somewhere, they are fine.
The first question other pastors ask me is, “How many are coming to your church?”  The second question is, “How many of those came from other churches, and how many were unchurched?”
The assumption underlying that question is the people who came from other churches don’t really count, and I should be ashamed of myself for stealing those sheep from another fold.
Paul had a very different approach.  He was mainly concerned about the churched.
In 2Co.11:28 he characterized his greatest burden – eclipsing even all the beatings and whippings and dangers and torture – the heaviest load of all for him was his concern for all the churches.
You might expect him to say it was his concern for the lost.  No one had a heart for the lost like Paul (he was even willing to go to hell himself if by doing so the Jews could be saved)
Ro.9:1-3  I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.
It is hard to imagine anyone having more of a heart for the lost.  And yet his greatest concern was always for the churches – because he knew that they are the key to reaching this world.
In Paul’s mind, it is always the church that is the central focus on earth (the main offering, to which everything else is just a drink offering – and we are a church!)
Luke wrote a gospel and a sequel.  The Gospel was about what Jesus began to do and teach (Acts 1:1), and the sequel to that was a book about what Jesus continued to do and teach.  Acts is about the work of the Lord on earth, and the whole book is about the church.
20 times you see references to the Church.  Zero times do you see references to parachurch organizations.  Every ministry that takes place takes place as a function of the Church.
There are missionaries, but they are always sent from churches to either start new churches or to help existing churches.
The Church is the Body of Christ on earth (not part of the body – it is  His body – Eph.1:22,5:23, Col.1:18,24 1 Co.12 ).  The Church is the presence of God in the world, and it is  what God has chosen to work through.  The closer connection you have with the Church, the greater your capacity to accomplish God’s work.
According to Eph.3:10, God’s whole plan was to make His wisdom known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, and to do so through the Church!
According to Eph.3:21 God the Father receives glory two ways: through Jesus Christ and through the Church.
The Church is God’s household (1 Ti.3:15)
The thing that made Paul the worst sinner of all was the fact that he persecuted the Church. (1 Co.15:9)
And when God wanted to give the final revelation of Himself to the world, He did it in written form in letters addressed to local churches.
I hope you understand how absolutely vital it is  that the local churches are healthy.  It is not enough that people are just in a church.
Our mission is not to make it so the unchurched become churched.  The very fact that the word church has become a verb shows how little our modern church strategy culture understands what the Church is.
I grieve for the lost, and I long to see the multitudes come to know Christ, but the greatest heartache I have – the greatest pain and anxiety of my soul is for the churched – for the countless thousands and millions who are in unhealthy churches that have unqualified leadership, 
-	churches that won’t practice church discipline and who tolerate unrepentant sin, 
-	churches that minimize the Holy Scriptures in favor of human wisdom, starving the sheep to death 
-	churches that teach false doctrine, a false Gospel, false Christs – or who allow such teaching in their midst.
So Paul sends his greatest protégé, the most valuable disciple he had, to go to this wonderful church to help them through some struggles.
And it had to be Tim. – not because Tim was the most gifted, or the most talented, or the most experienced, or the most godly, or the most respected.   
He may have been all of those, but the reason Paul says it has to be him is…
20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 
genuine interest  Anxiety (same word as ch.4)

For Paul the most important thing wasn’t communication skills or people skills or leadership skills or any skill.  The most important thing was that it be someone who is humble enough, and selfless enough, that he worries about your welfare rather than his.
God uses people who have a deep concern for the spiritual well-being of people.  
Paul said, “I want so much to get to the Day of Christ and see that my efforts in Philippi weren’t wasted.  I want so much to see them succeed.  I need to send someone there.  Who should I send?”
“One thing for sure: it has to be someone who does nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility considers others more important than himself. He has to be someone who looks not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
His attitude has to be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!
He must be a person who is continuing to carry out his salvation with fear and trembling – living out a life of humble obedience, doing everything without complaining or arguing, standing out against a crooked and depraved generation, like stars in the universe 
It had to be someone like that, so it had to be Tim.
If you can find someone who cares more about other people than he does himself, that is more important than any amount of giftedness.
And Tim was like that.
21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
Everyone else has selfish worry.  
Notice the contrast - you expect “you” but he says, “Christ”  To be interested in others is to be interested in Christ.
So when your own affairs are a priority, then those of Christ are not, and that is a disqualification for usefulness. 
He certainly couldn’t send the preachers from ch.1
1:15  some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, … out of selfish ambition, 
I suppose those preachers were good speakers, interesting, funny (the people listened to them for some reason).  But they could be the world’s greatest, funniest, most moving, motivating speakers, but Paul isn’t about to send them - they were into self-fulfillment, self-actualization and self realization.
The kinds of problems in Philippi seemed to be relationship problems.  No doctrinal issues are addressed, but there seems to have been a lot of anxiety and frustration that was eroding personal relationships.  
The last thing you want to do in a situation like that is send some proud person in there. The last thing the Philippians need is some model of selfishness 
He will try to work with the situation, and before long someone will turn on him, insult him, attack him in some way, and if he reacts in anger and becomes defensive – now you have just increased the problem.
Lack of humility is a disqualification for ministry with people.  When you read about the selfish preachers in ch.1, you think, “How could men like that ever gain a following?”  And yet you look around and see it all the time.
I know a number of pastors who lose their temper in board meetings, get offended whenever they receive criticism, cuss people out during the week when they get upset, etc.  (I know one pastor that lost his temper with the congregation during a sermon and a doctor in the congregation ended up putting him on Prozak)
Certainly there were other godly men in Rome.
We should understand that v.21 is not saying that everyone looks out only for his own interests and not at all for those of Christ.  If that were the case, that would mean there are not even any believers in Rome.
They were concerned primarily about the affairs of Christ over their own, but in this case their concern for their own affairs interfered with their devotion to Christ.
Maybe Paul bounced the idea of a trip to Philippi off a number of them, and got a cool response.
“Will you go?”
“Now is a bad time for me career-wise.”
“How about you?”
“I can’t afford it right now.”
You?
“I’m not up to the journey physically.”
“I’m working on completing my education.”
“Sorry Paul, but my kids are doing real well here – we don’t want to uproot them.”
“Timothy?”
“When do I leave?  What do you want to me accomplish?  When do you want me back?”
And when Timothy responded that way, it must have struck Paul – that attitude is exactly what the Philippians need.  If they could just learn that kind of humility, all their problems would be solved.
So Paul tells them about Tim’s attitude in this section about humility.
In v.20 he says Tim takes a genuine interest.  It was natural for him.  
That kind of humility seems like such a high, lofty goal – almost unrealistic.  And yet, why should it be?  What would be more natural, if we believe the Bible is true, than pouring ourselves completely into the Kingdom of God, and caring very little about temporary, earthly things?
lit: Who will take (future)
It is not that Tim is especially burdened for the Philippians.  In fact, he’s probably at this time mostly concerned with the Romans.  But Paul knows his heart enough to know that as soon as he arrives in Philippi he will be concerned about the Philippians.  
Skip down to v.23 
I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me.
Notice he doesn’t say, “I hope to send him as soon as his affairs are in order.”  In fact, you never hear about Tim’s affairs in the NT.
Acts 16:1-4
Timothy was a young man growing up in Derbe with a Jewish mother and a Greek father.  The people in that town spoke well of him – he had a good reputation, and I’m sure he enjoyed his life there.
One day Paul came into town, met Timothy, and said, “How about you uproot yourself, leave your home town, leave all your family and friends, and travel with me – and don’t worry about all the beatings and floggings – those are generally mostly directed at me.”
So Timothy went.  Then Paul said, “O, one more thing – you need to be circumcised just so none of the Jews are offended.”
So in the next ch. they end up in Berea, where the Jewish leaders stirred up the people against their ministry.  The situation became so dangerous and life-threatening, that the brothers told Paul, “You need to go – immediately.”
So Paul told Tim, “I have to go because of the danger – why don’t you stay here.”
So he did.
Later on Paul ended up in Athens and sent for Tim. to meet him there.  So Tim up and left.
For the next two chapters they are on the move from place to place, and then in ch.19 Paul sends Tim to Macedonia.
In Ro.16 he is in Rome with Paul.
In 1 Co.4:17 Paul is sending him to Corinth.
In I Thes.3 Tim is in Athens with Paul, Paul sends him to Thesselanica, then he returns to Athens.
Later Paul sends him to Ephesus to depose the established, respected leaders.
In Hebrews 13 he is in prison, about to be released, at which time he will be sent to the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews. 
In the 25 times we see Timothy in the NT, every single time he is either on the move or staying in some unpleasant place somewhere for a certain work..  
We never see him making any plans for himself.  He is always being told what to do, where to go and what to say.  We never hear anything about his plans, his agenda, his dreams or aspirations, his goals.
What must that have been like?  Imagine the constant severing of relationships.  It is hard to imagine he owned anything beyond what he carried with him.
What a servant!
22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son (child) with his father he has served (slaved) with me in the work of the gospel. 
Timothy proved his character not just by slaving along side Paul, but by doing so with the attitude of a child with his dad. (The word is not “son,” it is  “child”)  It is not talking about a grown son.
The picture is like Josiah wanting to help me with some job.  Whenever I get my tools out to fix something, Josiah runs and gets his toolbox and says, “Can I help daddy?  Please?”  That was Timothy’s attitude.
Beautiful imagry. This is not oppressive or burdensome 
In Mt.11:30 Jesus said His yoke is easy and His burden light.  This is part of the reason.  When you have this attitude, you see any work or sacrifice not as a burden but a privilege and a joy. 
Saturday afternoon I was sick, very tired, and in no mood to do all the stuff that needs doing on Saturdays.
Saturday is my least favorite day, because all the fun part of my work is over, and there’s just all the mundane, busy work.
And as my energy was draining away, my thoughts were drawn back to Timothy – working under much more difficult circumstances with the enthusiasm and eagerness of Josiah helping me on a project.
How do you get that?  What is it that makes Josiah so excited to do something so mundane?
It is because he has an innate desire to do adult stuff.  He wants to be like an adult.
Timothy had that attitude not because he was getting to do adult things, but because he was getting a chance to do divine things!
He was doing the work of heaven.  
Suddenly I realize, there is no mundane work for the Kingdom.  Is it mundane for me to drive to Longmont when I’m sick and pick up some O transparencies for service to the King of Heaven?
Is it hum-drum work to walk through and put the pens in the backs of the pews so that people can put into their remembrance eternal, spiritual truths about God? 
There is no menial task done for the King of kings, and it is an exciting privilege for me to do anything for Him.
That attitude proved Timothy’s humility.
From Paul’s perspective, Tim was a fellow-slave.  That’s an insight into Paul’s humility. So from Paul’s point of view, he considered it just a co-laboring – two slaves working side by side.
But from Timothy’s perspective, Tim was like a child working at his father’s side.
For a young man, it is easy to get a big head in the ministry (especially if you have a world-wide ministry like Tim).  I’m sure there are some areas where Tim was gifted more than Paul.  
The preachers in ch.1 didn’t even like Paul.  They thought the old man was a has-been, and they were hot stuff.
But Timothy looked at his ministry at Paul’s side and thought of himself like a little boy helping his dad with a project.  He was humble, willing to learn, receptive to advice or criticism or rebuke. 
Are you fit to be sent?

PHP 2:19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. [20] I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. [21] For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. [22] But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. [23] I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. [24] And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.
    PHP 2:25 But I think it is  necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. [26] For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. [27] Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. [28] Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. [29] Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, [30] because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.
This is the story of an amazing love triangle.  There are no principles taught - it is  a case where we learn by example.  This is a great way to learn, because it does something that meare principles cannot.  We constantly read about the standards of behavior we have, and it can get discouraging.  When we see someone do it, it encourages us (Someone is pulling it off!)

Hope in the Lord.  

This is how we are to approach our desires - hope for what we want, but always subject it to the plan of Christ.
So I may be cheered  Love always trusts.
Timothy: An amazing man.  A portrait of usefulness.  
I have no one like him - lots of Xians in Rome, even preachers.  So important to reproduce yourself.
Genuine interest  This is the word in 4:6.  Also Mt.6:25, 10:19, Lk.10:41, 
One the other hand, it is  in 1 Co.7:32-34, 12:25 and here
So there is a good kind of worry and a bad kind.  What is the difference?  (Worry about others, not self).
Everyone else has slefish worry.  Notice the contrast - you expect “you” but he says, “Christ”  To be interested in others is to be interested in Christ.

proved  To prove through testings.  You really find out a person’s charecter when they are suffering.  (Driving?)
served with me like a son with his father  A great picture.  Lit slaved with me.  Not slaved under me.  Paul looks to T as an equal, but T gave respect like a father.  That’s how spiritual leadership should be.
Beautiful imagry.  Like working w/ my dad.  Girls love to help me.
Paul is waiting, because he had matters he needed T for.  What do you think it would have been like to be at Paul’s constant beck and call?  This is sacrificial living.  He comes, goes, stays, helps, waits, etc. All based on Paul.  




