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Part 13- Philippians 2:17-  “A Drink Offering” 

Php.2:17  But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 
A puzzling passage.  What is a drink offering, and why does Paul characterize his life that way?
And what’s so important about it that it ends up in Scripture?  
In what way is this verse useful for correcting and rebuking and training in righteousness so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work?
And why does it start out with “but even if”?  What is the contrast?  (“I want to glory on the day of Christ…BUT, on the other hand…”)
And why the “if”?  Is this something that may or may not be the case?
Structure
But even if 
Paul just got done talking about the possibility that they could fail and thus render his whole life meaningless.  But he said that not to imply that they appear to be going that direction – just to demonstrate how important it is  to him to see them succeed.  
So lest they think he is too pessimistic about them, and lest they think he is concerned only with his reward and not really about them…
he says, “Although I want to be able to rejoice in a job well done on the Day of Christ, even if you don’t even consider the future, even if there were no day of reward, and the only real significance is what is going on right now, I will rejoice in that.”
Why?  Because of the significance of what was going on.
Drink Offering
I am being poured out like a drink offering 
What is a drink offering?
take a look at  2 Sam.23
A drink offering was wine or some liquid that was poured out on the ground as an act of worship to God.  It was a particularly beautiful act of worship.  The symbolism was that of taking something you would normally enjoy, and pouring it out for God to enjoy instead.
The animal sacrifices, afterward, were eaten by the priests.  But no portion of a drink offering was consumed by anyone – it was all poured onto the ground.
It was an act of self-sacrifice.  When you dump a drink out on the ground, it is gone.  There is no retrieving it or enjoying it in any way after that.
It is also an act of faith.  You would never do that unless you really believed God is real, and that He would be pleased with it – there is no other explanation for taking some perfectly good wine and dumping it in the dirt.
2 Sa.23 records the exploits of David’s mighty men of valor.
13 During harvest time, three of the thirty chief men came down to David at the cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim (on the north side of Bethlehem). 14At that time David was in the stronghold, and the Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem. (where David grew up) 15 David longed for water
He was in that stronghold and was thirsty.  Evidently there was no water around, and his mouth was dry.  He wanted a drink, but that’s not all he wanted.  He was tired of being on the run, and he was homesick.  He was distressed that the Philistines had his home town.
He must have got to thinking about back when he was a kid, taking care of the sheep or at this time of year working the harvest, – all the times he would go to the well and get water.
and said, "Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!"
David did not intend that they respond, he was just wishing out loud.  But these men so loved David, and were so devoted to him, that as far as they were concerned, David’s wish was literally their command.
16 So the three mighty men broke through the Philistine lines
They start walking – through the mountains over rough terrain.  They walk past spring after spring and stream after stream.  They could have gotten water numerous places, but they keep going.  
I don’t know how long it took them to travel 10 to 15 miles in that terrain, but I’m sure it was a significant journey (imagine walking from here to the north side of Longmont).  
Finally they arrive at Bethlehem where the Philistine outpost is.  
The Philistines are dangerous people.  Obviously David and his army were not able to drive them out of Bethlehem at this time.
The most heavily guarded place would be the gate – especially near the well.  The water source would be essential to survival.  The guards posted at the gate and the well were trained killers.
These three guys come close enough to scope out the situation, and then they are faced with the decision: should we try to sneak in some way, or just draw our swords and charge up there and try to break through?
They choose the latter.  They figure, “We will just attack, and if we die, we die.”  So these three guys attack the Bethlehem stronghold.
They were extraordinarily strong and skilled fighters, and they break through the guard at the gate.  They fight their way to the well, and somehow draw water (maybe two of them fought while the third got some water).
Well, now they have the water, but they also have a problem.  They are surrounded.  They are right in the middle of the Philistine stronghold.  Now they need to get out.  By now I’m sure the Philistines would be mobilized.
So the one guy holds the water, and it is a life or death struggle to get out.  They fight their way back to the gate, and they make it out.  They escape into the mountains, and the Philistines either can’t keep up, or after seeing all their comrades chopped to pieces by these three guys’ swords, maybe they don’t have the courage to pursue.  
So they got the water, and escaped with their lives (although it is hard to imagine they made it out without any injury at all)
You suppose at this point those guys were thirsty at all after all that?  I’m sure their throats were parched, and their bodies in great need of hydration at this point, but they will die of thirst before they will touch this water they are carrying. 
So they begin walking until they can find a water source to satisfy their own thirst.
Now they are on their way back.  Another 10-15 mile trek back down to Adullum.  
Meanwhile, back at the cave, David is oblivious to what is going on.  He’s just sitting in there daydreaming about his home village.
16 …drew water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem and carried it back to David. But he refused to drink it; instead, he poured it out before the LORD.  17"Far be it from me, O LORD, to do this!" he said. "Is it not the blood of men who went at the risk of their lives?" And David would not drink it. 
I always loved this story as a kid – except that part.  They went to all that trouble just to satisfy his thirst, and now he won’t drink it?
And then he dumps it on the ground?  If he didn’t want it, the least he could have done is give it to them to drink.
I never understood this until this week when I studied the significance of a drink offering.  A drink offering is some drink that you would enjoy yourself, but you give to God instead.  You sacrifice your enjoyment for His.  
So the more you would have enjoyed the drink, the greater the offering.
If David had drunk that water, those men would have considered it a great honor – that the King would take pleasure in something they gave him.  
So out of respect for them, what David does is turn it into a bigger honor.  If they would have been honored to have King David take pleasure in what they gave, how much more are they honored if what they gave is used to bring pleasure to God!
And the more pleasurable it would have been for David to drink it himself, the more of a sacrifice it is , the more of a gift of love it is , and the more God takes pleasure in it.
Now back to Php.2.  Paul endured constant, relentless, severe suffering for the sake of the Gospel.  He did that because he considered his life a drink offering.
His life was like that water to a thirsty king in a cave.  His life was like fine wine to the ancient Israelite.  It was something that, if he took it for himself, he could have used it for his own enjoyment.  But instead of enjoying it, he dumped it out onto the ground as a love offering to God.
Every one of us comes into this world with a full cup in our hand.  You can think of your life like a drink of your favorite beverage.  Imagine yourself, parched and dry, thirsty, and you have a tall glass of your favorite drink.  
What’s in the glass is all there is.
It is your choice.  You can enjoy it yourself, or dump it out on the ground before God as a love offering to Him.  You can chose to use your life for the pursuit of enjoyment, or for the pursuit of honoring God. 
And you can tell which one of those you have chosen by how you respond to suffering and trials.  Do you complain or rejoice?
Think of the trials in your life – the painful, inconvenient, difficult things.  What is your attitude toward those?
Paul endured incredible suffering – terrible, unfair treatment – incessantly, constantly, without a break, and yet you never hear him say, “Why?”   We never hear him say, “How come the Philippians are free and I’m in prison?  If I have to go through this, they should too.”
 He didn’t ask why, because he did not consider his suffering an intrusion but an offering – a high privilege. 
It is  often assumed that the pouring out = Paul’s death based on the use in 2 Ti., but I don’t think it fits the context here.  It is  a present tense, and a few vv. later he says he will come to them soon.
The Sacrifice
on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith 
Sacrifices, in the OT, had two functions: They served as 
1.	pictures of atonement
2.	expressions of worship.
In the NT, #1 is fulfilled, and the references to our making sacrifices are all #2.
The word service is a reference to the priestly activity of offering worship in the Temple.  In the Temple worship the drink offering was poured out on the ground around the altar as a completion of some sacrifice.  The sacrifice was already acceptable as it was – the drink offering was just an added touch to make it a little more sweet smelling to the Lord.
God prescribed a regular morning and evening sacrifice, and it involved a drink offering. 
Ex 29:38-41 "This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day: two lambs a year old. 39 Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight. 40With the first lamb offer …a quarter of a hin of wine as a drink offering. 41Sacrifice the other lamb at twilight with the same grain offering and its drink offering as in the morning--a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
The lamb itself had to be acceptable.  It had to be without blemish, etc.  So just the lamb was already a pleasing aroma to God.  The drink offering just made it a little bit more pleasing.
The ministry of the Philippian church was the offering, and Paul’s ministry was just an added touch.
You can sometimes gain insight into a person’s character by the way he uses himself in an illustration.  Paul doesn’t say that he set up his life as a monument in honor of God – so future generations would see it.  Many people have that as a goal – to be remembered and to make a difference for generations to come.
Paul doesn’t think of his life as a monument.  He doesn’t even think of his life as a sacrifice on the altar.  He doesn’t say, “I offer my life to God as a choice lamb…”  
He looked at his life like a drink offering.  Just hours after the sacrifice, there is no trace of the drink offering.  There is no lasting element to it, it is just for the purpose of increasing God’s pleasure for that one moment.
Paul: “Even if there is no Day of rewards, even if there is nothing for me to look forward to, even if all my life amounts to is a little icing on the top of the cake of what you are offering God, that’s enough for me to be full of joy.”
**********
It is worth noting that he considered their ministry to be more significant than his.  That shows the importance of a local church.  The ministry of a local church is a more profound offering to God then the life of an Apostle.  
“Your ministry, your offering to God is the main event.  And if I can just play some supporting role to make it a tiny bit better, I am full of joy.”
If Paul can rejoice in being a small contribution to the major sacrifice of the Php. church, just think how much they should rejoice in being the major sacrifice!  And just think how much we can rejoice, because guess what – we are a church!
Don’t ever disparage the significance of the local church.  Christ didn’t promise to build and preserve and build His kingdom through Christian camps, or through campus ministries, or through disaster relief agencies, or through television programs, or radio ministries… He said “I will build my Church” and the gates of hell will not prevail against the church.
All those other things are great if they are like Paul, and exist for the purpose of enhancing the ministry of churches, but it is  the ministry of the churches that is primarily pleasing to God. 
I am eternally grateful for the work many of those parachurch organizations do.  Much of it has become necessary, precisely because the church has been negligent in many of its responsibilities.  However, those organizations are not churches.
Many times they think they are.  I know of one Christian camp that schedules its workers to work Sundays, so they can’t attend church.  The manager says, “We have Bible studies, and we pray together.  There are Christians all around, so there’s fellowship.”
But the don’t baptize or celebrate the Lord’s supper, they don’t practice church discipline, they don’t have biblically qualified elders and deacons in leadership… they are not churches.
The goal of every Christian’s ministry should be to enhance the offering made to God by the local church.   
Maybe you are a stone in the altar, maybe you are the kindling to get the fire going, maybe you are the animal itself…or maybe all you are is some little, momentary drink offering dumped out on the ground and soaked into the dirt and forgotten, that just makes the offering of that church a little sweeter to God for that moment.
But whatever your role, the focus is on the ministry of the church.
Maybe you think your role isn’t important enough.  You have this little gift to offer and that little gift to offer.  You help clear tables after a fellowship meal, or something like that.  Maybe you are poor, and your offerings for the whole year wouldn’t even buy the paper we print bulletins on.  
Maybe you are giving all that you can, but it doesn’t seem like much, and you wish you had some bigger gift, or some greater role in the overall offering.
But Paul said, “Even if all I am is a drink offering dumped out on the ground, I’m full of joy.”
**********
The point of this passage is to highlight the incredible privilege, in the present, of worshipping God.  That alone is worth everything.
And in one sense it is  a privilege we won’t have in heaven (worshipping in faith).
That makes all the suffering worth it.  That says a lot about Paul, but even more about God.  
The more worthless a person is, the less you would be willing to suffer for their pleasure.  
You might be willing to undergo some suffering to bring pleasure to your wife or husband (assuming it wasn’t too much suffering, and it was a lot of pleasure), but you wouldn’t for some thug or child molester, and certainly not for Hitler.
So the more you are willing to suffer to bring someone pleasure, the more worthy that person must be.
So if it is  worth a whole life of unthinkable pain just to bring a little added pleasure to a single act of worship to God, what kind of God must He be to be worthy of that!
One of the things you notice about God is that the people who know Him best will sacrifice anything to please Him.  That says a lot about how great He is and how worthy He is.
Remember I told a drink offering is an act of faith?  You might offer a lamb with mixed motives (you want to worship God, but you are also looking forward to some nice lamb chops afterward).  A drink offering is pure faith.  Only God benefits.  It is pure worship.
The Joy
even if I am being poured out like a drink offering …I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
The word for glad and rejoice are the same word.  Lit: I rejoice (just on my own), and I rejoice with you, and so you should rejoice and rejoice with me.
So he talks about rejoicing 4 times in one half a sentence.
He is absolutely filled with joy.  Why?  Because his life is a drink offering.
The Philippians were very concerned about Paul.  They heard about all his suffering and imprisonment, and they sent money and gifts and Epaphroditus.  They prayed for him and supported him and worried about him.  (Just imagine a pastor you dearly loved, who led you to the Lord and taught you and who dearly loved you – and he goes off to another country and you get word that he is being beaten and is in prison facing possible execution.)
The book of Philippians is a thank you letter for all that support.  And in the thank you letter Paul says, “You are concerned for me – listen, don’t worry about me – I’m as happy as I have ever been.  I see your faith, and I get the privilege of even adding to it a little – that’s my boast!  It is all I care about!  Don’t cry for me, my wildest dream is coming true!”
You see this kind of joy in the lives of those who have sacrificed the most.  If you want to read about joy, read a book about the martyrs.  They are always filled with joy.
What an amazing joy!  Have you ever been that happy?  Have you ever been so full of joy that you could be whipped and beaten and imprisoned and stoned and shipwrecked and mugged and chased and hunted and starved and cold and impoverished and still be genuinely full of joy?
That’s the kind of joy that comes from pouring out your life as a drink offering.  
I stand up here week after week and urge you to take pleasure in God – to hope in Him.  To glory in the Day of reward and not in earthly things.  I’ve told you repeatedly that earthly things won’t ultimately satisfy.
“But those things do bring pleasure.  Possessions, worldly things - even sinful things, etc. all bring me a lot of happiness.”  
I don’t dispute that.  But compare the caliber of that joy to this kind.  
What possession would fill you with so much joy that you would sing for joy while being burned at the stake for that possession?  
What relationship or pleasure in this world is so wonderful, and fills you with so much joy that you would literally sing for joy while being whipped or beaten for it?
You may be thinking, “That kind of joy is not even on the map in my life.”
Why have many of us never known that kind of joy?  Is it even real?
Think about what joy or happiness is: Happiness is a pleasant feeling that comes as a result of either getting something you want, or something happening that you wanted to happen.
The degree of your happiness depends upon 2 things:
1.	How important the thing is to you
2.	How important the thing is period (intrinsically good the thing is)
A kid may really want a certain toy, and it may be very important to him, but when he gets it, it doesn’t bring lasting joy because it has little intrinsic value.
Or if you want something of high intrinsic value such as the salvation of someone who is lost, or something that advances the Kingdom, but it is not very important to you, still little joy.
Want joy?  First fix your sights on #2, then work on #1 through the Col.3 principle.  
#2 Begin looking to the right things for joy.
One reason why many people have never known joy like that is because in order to get that kind of joy you have to give up lesser joys.  You can’t have that joy while trying to glory in earthly things.
Jer.9:23-24  "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, or the strong man glory in his strength or the rich man glory in his riches, 24 but let him who glories, glory in this: that he understands and knows me …declares YHWH.
Jesus said it this way: Mt.6:24  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Paul referred to it as crucifying self.
God will put this joy in your hands, but not while something else is in there.
You can’t try to take your joy from earthly things and from the Lord.  You have to pick one or the other.  If you pick earthly things, they will give you some feelings of pleasure, but those feelings will come and go with circumstances.
That kind of joy is frustrating, because it is always highs and lows and highs and lows… It is not dependable.  Is there some joy?  Yes.  But Satan can take it away any time he wants, people can take it away, circumstances can take it away…
But if you take your joy from the Kingdom of God, nothing can touch your joy.  God doesn’t come and go.
I have been down and discouraged many times in my life, but never as a result of something I have sacrificed for the Lord.
It is amazing – we are reluctant to give to the Lord in a sacrificial way, we are reluctant to give up this or that earthly thing for the Lord, because we are afraid it might cost us some happiness.
And yet, can you ever think of a time when you became depressed and discouraged as a result of something you gave the Lord?
On the other hand, there have been other times in my life when I have decided to get my happiness and joy from money, and then I’ve lost money or not had as much as I wanted, and I was depressed.
That will happen when you seek joy from possessions, or relationships, or experiences, or vacations, or any earthly thing.
So #2 solves the problem of getting the things you want.  If you want spiritual blessing and the success of the Kingdom of God – if that’s what you want, then you can always have what you want.  So you can always have joy.
The other problem, though, is getting to the point that that is important to you (#1).  You won’t take much joy in those things if they are not important to you.
#1 Set you minds on things above.  
The more you learn about God, and the more time you spend each day thinking about things from a spiritual, eternal perspective, the more those things will become attractive to you – the more important they will become to you.


What have you sacrificed?  What have you said “no” to to say yes to building the Kingdom of God?

 














































