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Part 12 - Philippians 2:16b  “Boasting on The Day of Christ” 


Php.2:15-18
so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold fast to the word of life-in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 
Since the world rejects God’s plan for their lives, and complain about the circumstances He sends, and we are the opposite – instead of complaining we sing praises and exhibit gratitude for the circumstances God sends, we shine like stars in the universe.
But it won’t happen unless we hold fast to the Word that brings life.  We must remain faithful to God’s Word.
-in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 
Boasting
The word boast is not a verb – it is a noun (in order that I may have a ground for boasting)
It is  a strange word – impossible to translate.  We don’t have a word that is anywhere near the same range of meaning.
It is nothing like bragging.  Bragging is a verbal thing, this is an attitude. 
It has more to do with the orientation of your life than with what you say.
Ro.2:17-24  Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast in God; 
23 You who boast about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 
To simply say that you rely on God or on the Law doesn’t mean you actually do.
Bragging is always prideful and sinful, this is neutral.  It is  a sin or a virtue depending upon what you boast in.
So boast is a very misleading translation.  Let’s translated it “glory.”
That which you glory in is that which you consider valuable, noteworthy, of uppermost importance.  That which you think of as being most of the greatest value, the most reliable, that which you depend upon, etc – that’s the thing you glory in.
take a look at  Jer.9
There are two basic usages:
1. It is  an important theological term regarding salvation – right up there with faith, grace and works.  When Paul wanted to make it clear that it is  God who saves us, and not our own human effort, once or twice you see him say that it is  not of works (which is the phrase we have picked up on), but much more often he says it this way:
You are saved when you “glory” in God and not in your own human effort or any other human thing.
Like most major doctrines of salvation by grace, it comes from an OT passage. 
Jer.9:23-24  This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, 24but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the LORD. 
Everyone places his confidence and security in something.  And there are really only two possibilities: trust in your own, human resources, or trust in God’s.  Being a believer – trusting in God – being a child of God – being saved, means placing your full confidence in God. 
Loose paraphrase: Let him who highly values something, highly value the Lord, not his own resources.
Eph.2:9  not by works, so that no one can boast. 
1Co 1:28-31  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. ...31 Therefore, as it is  written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  
He chose an unimpressive bunch like us, so that none of us would be tempted to hold any of our own credentials as highly valuable.  He tends to choose lowly nobodies like us, so that none of us will be tempted to fall back on relying on our own resources.
This is a very fundamental part of the Gospel.
Ro.3:21-4:3  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known… 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is  excluded. 
4:2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-but not before God. 
Since it is  He who has accomplished our salvation, and not our own efforts, where does that leave having self-confidence and self-reliance?  Self-reliance, spiritually, is excluded.  You can’t be a Christian if you are going to rely on yourself or anything but God.
Ro.5:1-2  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
We place all our confidence in that hope.  We don’t rely on anything in this world – all our hope, all our trust, all our confident – everything that we regard to be of highest value – is wrapped in up the glory of God that is to be revealed on that day.
3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
We also place our confidence and trust in our own sufferings, because those sufferings also tend to re-orient us toward that hope.
In v.11 he adds a third thing: Ro.5:11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
So the confidence of the Christian is only in God and that which God has promised.
Php.1:26  so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. 
Shouldn’t be translated “joy.”  Means the same thing as other places – that they will place high value on Christ, and rely on Him all the more as a result of Paul’s coming.
Php 3:3  For it is  we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh- 
Heb.3:6  And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 

A Badge of Honor
You can tell a man’s character by what he considers a badge of honor.  
If you think it is a badge of honor to be able to beat everyone up, that reveals something about your character.  
If you consider it a badge of honor to be known as a servant, as humble and selfless, that’s good.
Jas.1:9-10  The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. 10But the one who is rich in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower.
The Corinthian church considered their tolerance of sin a badge of honor.
1Co 5:1-6  It is  actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, …A man has his father's wife. 2And you are proud! 
6  Your boasting is not good. 
You should not regard that as a badge of honor.  The fact that you consider that a mark of distinction is a character flaw.
But if you regard something that God honors as a badge of honor, that’s good:
Ro.15:17  Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.
“The greatest badge of honor anyone could pin on my chest would be one that says, “God’s errand boy.”
I highly value this ministry, it is  of great value to me because of the fact that God called me to it and because of all the fruit.
So you can gauge a man’s character by what he glories in – by what he considers a badge of honor.
1Co 3:21  So then, no more boasting about men!
Don’t cling to men as a badge of honor.
Another inappropriate boast is when you take something that was given to you by God, and act as though it originated with you.
1Co 4:7  What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 
1Co 9:15-17  In 1 Co.9 Paul chronicles his rights as an Apostle – specifically his right to receive a salary. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this boast. 
I consider it a badge of honor that I did not demand this right.
16Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
But really I can’t even consider that a badge of honor, because I am required by God to do it.
1Co 13:4  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is  not proud

Implied, it does not boast in it is own resources.  That is, love is not focused on self.
2Co 10:7-8  You are looking only on the surface of things. If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as he. 8For even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down, I will not be ashamed of it.
2Co 10:12-11:1  We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 13We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a field that reaches even to you. 14We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, 16so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man's territory. 17But, "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  18For it is  not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends. 
2Co 11:8-21 I robbed other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you. 
 10As surely as the truth of Christ is in me, nobody in the regions of Achaia will stop this boasting of mine. 
12And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about. 
16I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then receive me just as you would a fool, so that I may do a little boasting. 17In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would, but as a fool. 18Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. 
21 What anyone else dares to boast about-I am speaking as a fool-I also dare to boast about. 
2Co 11:30-31  If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 
My greatest badge of honor is my weakness.
2Co 12:1-6  I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know-God knows. 3And I know that this man-whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows- 4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say. 
2Co 12:9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.
Gal 6:13-14  they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Jas 4:16-17  As it is , you boast in your pride. All such boasting is evil. 


What do you glory in?
What is most precious in your life? 
What do you consider a badge of honor?  
What do you glory in?
An athlete may glory in an Olympic medal (that is, if you are an athlete, chances are, an Olympic medal would be especially meaningful to you – you place a high value on it).
A writer may glory in a best selling book, or name recognition, or the Pulitzer Prize.  If you are a writer, those are the kinds of things that you would consider to be a great value – worthy of striving for.
A scientist or someone in public life may glory in the Nobel Prize.
Someone who is into white water rafting would consider a first decent to be a big honor.
The actors all glory in Oscars (or Golden Globes, Academy Awards, Doves, Emmys Grammys, Tonys...)
If for some reason I ended up acting in a movie, and someone gave me an Oscar, it would mean nothing to me.  If someone heard me playing the trumpet and gave me whatever award they give trumpet players, it would mean very little.
Other things, on the other hand, are more of an incitement for me.  If I were honored as the world’s greatest public speaker, that would be something I would be tempted to glory in.
Be honest.  Don’t just spit out a standard religious answer.  Take a close look at your life and ask, “What am I glorying in?”
What do you daydream about getting in your greatest fantasy?  
The difference between a Christian and someone in the world is that the things they consider to be great honors are earthly, temporal things, and the things we consider to be badges of honor are eternal, spiritual things.
That which you consider to be an honor is what will motivate you.
What is it that you regard so highly that it gets you off the couch and gets you moving?  What do you tend to work for?  What is so important to you in your life that it brings you to the point of working hard, sweating, struggling, toiling?
Some people glory in $ or possessions, and those people will work real hard for a raise.  
Some people glory in being highly regarded by others, and those people will work up a sweat striving for recognition or respect or fame.  
Some people glory in being loved, and those people will break their back trying to initiate or improve certain relationships.  
Some people glory in their skills, and those people will work their fingers to the bone at some skill or talent, just for the sake of excelling at it.
The fact that those things serve as such a motivation shows that that’s what they glory in.
What gets you moving?  What would you be willing to crawl over broken glass to get?
What are you willing to suffer adversity for?
There is another way to look at it – from the negative side.  What do you fear the most?  What would be the most tragic loss you could imagine?
What failure, if it happened to you, would be more devastating than any other failure?  
What loss would you do anything to avoid?
Whatever it is  that you would be willing to suffer adversity to get, or whatever it is  that would be most devastating if you lost it – that is what you glory in. 
The primary badge of honor that that was the driving motivation of Paul’s life was the success of the churches.
1Th 2:19  For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 
1Co 15:31 I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
2Co 7:4 I glory greatly in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds. 
14 In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 14I had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be true as well. 
But it wasn’t so much in their present progress.  What Paul gloried in, what motivated him was the purity and godliness of the churches on Judgment Day.
2Co 1:14  Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but according to God's grace. 13For we do not write you anything you cannot read or understand. And I hope that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

2Co 5:11-13  Since, then, we know what it is  to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is  also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 
2Co 8:24  Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it. 
2Co 9:1-3  There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. 2For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be.


Paul looked to That Day
He lived in constant, excited, unfaltering, unswerving, unwavering, unceasing, unabating, untiring, unconquerable, tireless hope in that Day.  
It was his favorite daydream – receiving praise the Lord on that Day.  He literally spent himself working toward that one goal.
If the Day of the Lord came and went, and Paul didn’t receive commendation from the Lord – if he didn’t hear those words, “Well done, good and faithful servant” – all would be lost.  His whole life – everything, would be a complete waste.  All the effort he expended his whole life would be for naught.  
The other day I heard someone talking about one of the great saints of the past who said, “I never go more than a half hour without thinking about the second coming.”
Sometimes I wonder if Paul ever went a half a minute without thinking about it.  It leaks out into every chapter he writes.  It dominated his thinking.  It is all he lived for – the total success of failure of his life was completely wrapped up in that one Day.
1 Th.2:19-20  For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 
2 Co.1:13-14 we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Col.1:28-29   We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
The Day of the Lord was all he cared about.  It was everything.  Nothing else mattered.  And you can tell by how often it colored his speech.  He is forever talking about Christs coming, His appearing, the Day of the Lord, the Day of Christ, the coming wrath, the Judgment, the day of our being gathered, the resurrection, etc.
1Ti.6:14 keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ 
He charged Timothy: 2Ti 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word
2 Ti.4:8  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, …not only for me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
Tit 2:13 we wait for the blessed hope-the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,
twice: “the coming wrath”
In 1 Th.4:15-18 he talks all about  the coming of the Lord… 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words. 
For Paul that was the most encouraging reality there is.  God’s kindness to us in this life is wonderful, but nothing compared to His coming.
1 Th.5:23 May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In 2 Th.2 he writes again about the coming of the Lord:  Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him… and goes on to talk about the splendor of His coming.
It was such a constant topic of Paul’s writing and speaking and thinking that sometimes he just calls it “that day.”  (1 Thes.5:4, 2 Thes.2:3, 2 Ti.1:12,18)
2 Ti.4:8  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day 
So the fact that everything Paul cared about would take place on that day, and that Day would be an evaluation of what he did in this life, you can see why he had such energy for carrying out his calling.
Run or Labor
It is interesting how Paul described his ministry: run or labor
Probably more than just using two synonyms poetically.  In the Gr. it is  run for nothing or labor for nothing.  The repetition of “for nothing” seems to indicate a specific focus on each.
run
Paul thought of his life as a race, and his greatest concern was finishing it.
2 Ti.4:6-7  the time has come for my departure. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
It was focused and directed.  He was not out for a jog.  He was running toward the finish line.
1Co 9:24-26  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly
How much of your life do you spend with your eye on the finish line?
Sure there is some satisfaction you can take in the progress along the way, but nothing like the satisfaction that is found at the finish line.  
If you glory in the completion of your task, nothing can stop you.  Obstacles make you fight all the harder.
But if you glory in things in this life, once you have those things, there is no more motivation – only discouragement, because you will find that those things don’t bring satisfaction.
Many times the only thing that keeps people in the world going is the thought that once they attain what they are chasing after, they will find meaning and fulfillment - their lives will matter.  
That’s why in places where people have attained what they have been chasing, people tend to be the most miserable.
We live in an affluent area, and are surrounded by a high percentage of people who are living out their dream.  I looked up the suicide rates of the 50 largest U. S. Metropolitan Areas, and the Denver-Boulder metro area has the highest rate: 17.6 per 100K compared to 11.3 nation wide.
  (Boston 7.2)
It is so tempting to glory in the temporal, and so fruitless and discouraging.  There’s nothing in this world worth glorying in.
That’s why people hit mid life crisis.  When you are young, you figure, “By the time I reach age ?, I could very well be on top/rich/etc.”  Then when you begin to approach that age, you begin to see that you are on track to be, at that age, a very average Joe.   So you get discouraged.
Or maybe you thought you would have extraordinary kids, and now you start seeing that your kids have the same problems that you always thought was a result of lousy parenting.  And you look at your parenting, and still think it is because of lousy parenting.   
Maybe when you were young you dreamed you would end up with some incredible husband.  And you look at him now, and you see that he is on track to be an average Joe, or even below average Joe.
Glorying in earthly things is always disappointing.   And it is draining.  Sooner or later everything you glory in disappoints you, and you are left with nothing but depression.
You always hear about the alarming suicide rates among teens – and that is a problem.  But people over age 65 kill themselves 50% more often than teens.
Fulfillment doesn’t come through attaining anything this world has to offer.  And no matter how many experiences you go through, you won’t find meaning in your resume.  What really matters is not your resume, but your epitaph.  
Imagine your funeral.  Suppose the eulogy has been give, your life has been described to the people, and everyone is shaking their heads – “tsk tsk, a  wasted life.”  
That possibility was such a terrifying thought to Paul, that there wasn’t anything he wouldn’t do to avoid it.  He wanted his life to count – not because of pride or self-importance, but because he understood that when God calls you to do something, that thing must be important.
It wasn’t enough for Paul to simply have done his best or made a valiant effort.  He wanted success. 
It should be the same for us.
2 Jn 8  Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 
This will have an effect on the way you live.  If your ministry is one of encouragement, if you have a temporal perspective, you might think, “I said something encouraging to her, but she’s still discouraged.  I did my part – the rest is her problem.”
But if you think of your calling as a task that must be completed, you won’t be satisfied until she is encouraged, and you will climb any obstacle, endure any adversity, put forth whatever effort is required…  
You will rack your brain to think of another approach, Satan will try to stall out your efforts and make it seem useless, but you will not be deterred.
The imagery of a race highlights the idea of continually pressing forward.  Are you just letting time carry you along through life, or are you pressing ahead, pushing forward?
There is something very intentional about running a race.  You don’t randomly react to things and say, “I’ll just see where I end up.”  In a race, you are fixed on a certain direction, and you move as quickly as possible in that direction in order to arrive there.
labor  literally means “to weary oneself”  denotes arduous effort, constancy, careful attention and especially working to the point of weariness.
The run pictures the whole life – from the time of conversion to death – that’s your race.
The labor zeros in on each point along that line and highlights the effort expended.
If you do some small job, you don’t want it to be in vain, but if you do something that requires extraordinary effort, and costs you dearly, you really don’t want it to be in vain.
If you are vacuuming the floor and someone comes along and tracks dirt – that’s frustrating.  
If you spend ½ hr. washing your car, and then it rains that day, that can be annoying.
If you donate $1000 to a charity that gives gifts to poor children at Christmas, and you read in the news that someone broke in and stole all the gifts, that would be upsetting.
But what was it that Paul was concerned about it turning into a wasted effort?  What did Paul voluntarily do that could have turned out to be for naught?
2 Co.11:23-28
hard work, frequently imprisonments, severe floggings, exposure to death again and again
Five times he received 39 lashes
Three times beaten with rods
once stoned
three times shipwrecked
he spent a night and a day in the open sea
he was constantly on the move
in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from his own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 
He labored and toiled and often went without sleep
He knew hunger and thirst and often went without food
I was cold and naked.
And besides everything else, he faced daily the pressure of his concern for all the churches. 
How would you like to do all that for nothing?  What made Paul so effective for the Lord?  He was so heavily invested in the kingdom of God – it was absolutely essential that he not fail, and he would do anything to see to it that the work was completed.  He had nothing else going in life.
 
Paul lived with a continual fear.  There was the ever-present possibility that all that he had worked for could be lost.
We talk a lot about how the most important thing to God is your motives, and that’s very true.  But that’s not to say the outcome doesn’t matter.  Paul cared deeply about what ended up happening in all the churches.  Because if they ended up falling or cooling off, or being led astray… everything he had done with his life would be meaningless.
Gal.2:2-3  I …set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain. 
Gal 4:11 I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. 
1Th.3:4-5  For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless. 
He wanted his efforts to matter.
This explains why Paul was so focused on the Coming of Christ.  We all realize that we are supposed to live in light of the second coming, and that should influence our lives at every point.  But as long as we are pouring our resources into this world, that’s where our attention will be.
CONCLUSION
If we succeed in fixing our attention on the finish line – if we can bring ourselves to believe God’s promises enough to where we glory in that Day alone, all the energy we need for ministry will take care of itself.
God gave you a natural drive for wanting meaning in your life.  Use that to your advantage.  Every one of us crave meaning, and we want what we do to matter.  And every human being will naturally tend to strive and work and do whatever it takes to achieve that which they think really matters.
So if we can convince ourselves that the only thing that ultimatly matters is what takes place on that Day, everything else in the Christian life will take care of itself.
That desire for meaning is what drove Paul.  It was the rocket engine that supplied is indefatigable strength and zeal.  It is a strong force that is in every human being.
recently on Focus on the Family: of all the teenagers who are attending church right now, within only 2 years 80% of them will have left the church permanently!  When they did surveys to discover why, they were surprised at the answer the students gave.  The number one reason by far they gave for leaving was “lack of opportunity for involvement.”.  
All other answers paled to insignificance in comparison.   
They found that no matter how they analyzed the data, every time this element came out on top.  Any question that had something to do with that brought out the strongest emotional responses.
“I feel like I am an important part of the ministry of our church” STRONGLY DISSAGREE
“I’m not good enough for God to use me” AGREE
“I would be shocked if someone asked me to do something important in my church.”  STRONGLY AGREE
“I have a lot of opportunities for service in my church” STRONGLY DISSAGREE
Teens something to live for – a reason to get up in the morning.  They want to know their life matters.  
Adults crave the same thing.  Use that.  Convince yourself that all meaning to your life is wrapped up in what will take place at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and your drive for meaning will direct you to being faithful to your calling.
It may be hard for you to imagine now, but I promise you, it will matter to you more than anything on Judgment Day, when the Lord evaluates your work.  No matter what effort you put forth and what it cost you to carry out your calling as a faithful servant, I promise you won’t regret it on Judgment Day.
But you will regret everything else, and the fact that Paul believed that is what made him so focused.
– to watch all his work be burned up like wood, hay and stubble, and to end up being one of those people who will be saved as one escaping through the flames – the possibility of that terrorized him.
And that’s not all.  If his task were not faithfully accomplished, it is not just that he would experience the frustration of meaninglessness.  There is an even greater danger than that – to arrive on Judgment Day and to receive censure from the Lord.
“Will there be regret for the believer on that Day?  Is God going to bring up negative things?”  Ecc.12:14  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing,  whether it is  good or evil.
2 Co.5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
The penalty for those sins is eternity in hell, and for the believer that’s paid.We will have to give an account.
for every word - Mt.12:36
on gray areas and issues of conscience - Ro.14:10-12
for ministries and responsibilities - Heb.13:17
What does it mean to give an account?  To give an explanation for something that went wrong (Acts 19:40)
No excuses will fly - Heb.4:13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
God is going to demand an explanation for each sin and we aren’t going to have them.
Then what?
- shame  Php.1:20 
- suffer loss   1 Co.3:15  If it is  burned up, he will suffer loss
There is a temptation to think that this is no big deal (“Just as long as I make it to heaven, that’s enough - even if I’m in the crummiest shack there.”)  That attitude demonstrates a lack of faith.  God says that the riches of heaven are worth seeking.  If you don’t seek them, it shows you don’t believe.  But it is  characteristic of believers to seek heavenly riches (v.7)
We are kidding ourselves if we think that way anyway.  “It won’t bother me to lose a few crowns”  Oh really?  Does it bother you to lose your wallet?  your car?  you watch?  your keys?  your $?  a book?  
Are you saying that when you suffer loss of earthly, temporal, temporary things that have absolutely no eternal value or significance it bothers you, but you won’t be bothered when you lose eternal riches?  sure
“You mean something negative might happen to me on Judgment day as a result of my sin?”  Why do you think 1 Pe.1:17 says
 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in fear.
JAS 2:12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 
James 5:9  Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
12 Above all, my brothers, do not swear-- not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned.
So we need to be reminded of both the positive and the negative.  We are to have a healthy fear of censure on that Day, and we are to run and labor to the utmost of our ability at the prospect of reward on that Day.
And it all comes down to what you regard as more important – this life, or that Day.
Think of the difference between that and glorying in the Day of the Lord.
As it is , some of you wake up to your alarm clock and think, “O brother – another day.  Another day of sweeping the same floor I swept yesterday, another day of doing the same dumb laundry I do every… month, etc.”
So you drag out of bed, you grind your way off to work, endure your day at work, and grind your way home.  Try to endure the conflicts at home, and then go to bed.
What a contrast to glorying in the Coming of our Lord!  You lay down at night, close your eyes, and think, “Ah, the Day of Christ!  The day of reward.  The day when we will all be gathered to Him, and we will see Him face to face.”
“The day when I may receive a commendation from the Lord Himself!”
And maybe you did well today or maybe you had failures, but you forget what is behind and just think, “Tomorrow I have a chance to faithfully carry out my calling!  I have a chance to build the Kingdom of God!  I have a chance to fulfill my commission from the Lord and complete another leg in my race, and move that much closer to that finish line!”







