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Part 10 - Philippians 2:14-16  “No Complaining” 

Php.2:14-18 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16as you hold the word of life-in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 
Why does he say they need to become children of God?  Aren’t they already?
And what does complaining have to do with what he is talking about?
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 
What is everything?  It is the obedience he just mentioned in v.12.  
Complaining is any time you express dissatisfaction with the way things are.  
complaining muttering - an emotional rejection of the circumstances God has given you.
arguing more of an intellectual term – arguing with God “This shouldn’t happen because…”
The Christian life is a life of obedience, but don’t think obedience is merely external.  God calls for obedience of the heart.  If you do what God wants you to do, but you do it with a grumbling, complaining heart, that’s not obedience.
When Paul uses the word gongusmos, it is  a clear reference to the complaining of the Israelites in the desert.  Ex.14
They were world-class complainers.  
Ex 14:10-12  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12Didn't we say to you in Egypt, `Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" 
So in ch.15 God performs another miracle, drowns all the Egyptians in the Red Sea, all the people are rejoicing and singing and dancing.
"Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea." 
Three days later, listen to the people: 24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 
So God miraculously provides water  Ex.15:27  Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees.   They are wandering through a desert and happen to run across a place with 12 spings and 70 palm trees.  
So how do they respond?  Two vv. later:  2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death." 
Nothing is ever enough.
So God sends manna and quail, and they move on to the next place.  And at the next campground they don’t find water.
Ex 17:1-3  In v.2 they begin to complain to Moses, and Moses says,  Why do you put the LORD to the test?" 
3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?" 
7 the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" 
Numbers 11:1 Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 
4 again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!"
(“we always have this…”)
After they got their first glimpse of paradise – the Promised Land, their inheritance from the Lord, promised to Abraham, the land flowing with milk and honey: Nu.14:2  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert!
“But how did they know to complain?  They didn’t even see the land – only the 12 spies saw it.”  If you read Num.13 you will find that the people grumbled as a result of the negative report of the spies.  10 guys got an entire nation grumbling and complaining about something they had never seen.
Almighty God delivers them from slavery in Egypt, miraculously leads them, provides for them and protects them in the desert, then they get to the Promised Land and God says, “This is a wonderful place,” and 10 guys say, “No it is not – it is rotten.”  And all the people believe them instead of God, and they all start complaining against God about something they have never even seen.
Complaining is contagious – infectious.  If you ever want to get everyone to agree with you, just complain.  If you want to ruin a church, start complaining, and convince everyone that God is not good.  You will have a following in no time.
So because of their grumbling, they don’t enter the Promised Land, and have to wander in the desert until they all die.
In v.6 Joshua and Caleb speak up.  They were two of the spies.   7 they said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 
One of the most dangerous things you can do is get in the way of a bunch of complainers by saying something positive.
10But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. 11The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them? 12I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, 
23 No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it.
27"How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 28So tell them, `As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 29In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. 30Not one of you will enter the land 
Be careful about pessimism.  They say, “We’re going to die in the desert, we’re going to die in the desert” and finally God says, “OK, you’re going to die in the desert.
Nu.16:41  the whole Israelite community grumbled and God was furious sent a plague that killed over 14,000.
Nu.20:3-5  They quarreled with Moses and said, "If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the LORD! 4Why did you bring the LORD's community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here? 5Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!" 
Nu.21:3-6  The LORD listened to Israel's plea and gave the Canaanites over to them. They completely destroyed them and their towns; so the place was named Hormah. 4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" 6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.
There would have been nothing wrong with the Israelites seeing the Egyptians coming and crying out to God, “Please save us.”
There would have been nothing whatsoever wrong with the Israelites saying, “Lord, there’s no water to drink.  Please provide for us!”
There wouldn’t even have been anything wrong with them saying, “God, please give us something different to eat, so we can have some variety.”
The sin was in the fact that instead of asking God, they just assumed God wouldn’t provide, and they would die.
That’s what makes complaining a serious sin.  
Those people were not destroyed because of some words that inadvertently slipped out of their mouths – it was because of the unbelief in their hearts.  
You see this in Nm.11:11 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them?
Remember what complaining is – expressing your discontent over circumstances.  Who is in charge of circumstances?  God is.
When I complain, I’m accusing God of not doing what’s best.  Complaining is an accusation against God that He is failing.
If swearing is wrong because it takes God’s name in vain, complaining is wrong because it takes God’s promises in vain.
It is  not a sin that is superficial – it is  a symptom of a deep-seated spiritual problem – failure to trust God.   It is a mark of unbelief, which is a serious sin, because if you don’t believe God’s promises, you are calling Him a liar.
God hates it and has killed people for it.
Nm.11:11 shows us another reason why it is  so serious: The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? 
Another reason why it is  so serious is that it is  an act of contempt and hostility against God.  You can just hear it in what the Israelites said.  
It is  never appropriate to be angry at God.  It is  never appropriate to be disappointed with God. 
This week I did a bunch of reading about how the Christian counselors tell you how to deal with your disappointment with God.  Most of them say that it is OK to be disappointed with God.  There is no sense hiding it – God knows how you feel anyway, so you might as well vent it.
It is true that God knows how you feel, and that there is no sense trying to hide that from Him.  But we don’t need to vent it, we need to repent of it.  
Does God understand about your being disappointed with Him?  Yes, He understands.  He understands that if you are disappointed with an infinitely perfect Being, something is wrong with your expectations.  
If you are disappointed with God, who has promised only to do what is best, the only explanation is you don’t believe the promise.  You assume He won’t do what is best, and when you complain about that, it is an act of hostility against God.
And if you remind yourself of the context of Php.2 – Paul is talking about living a life of humble obedience.  It is impossible to live a life of humble obedience with an attitude of contempt and hostility toward God and His commands.
Having that kind of attitude is not obedience, it is rebellion.  Complaining is a refusal to submit to His providential plan for your life.  It is a rejection of the lot in life to which God has assigned you.
Lam.3:38  Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both calamities and good things come? 39 Why should any living man complain… 
15 so that you may become blameless and pure, 
blameless means above reproach.  No one can find anything against you.
pure more of an internal emphasis – pure, innocent.
The two together describe being faultless on the outside and on the inside.
The goal of the Christian life is nothing short of blamelessness.  That’s always the standard.  Don’t think you have arrived just because you are better than certain other people around you.  The average isn’t the standard.  The standard is blamelessness.
children of God without fault
without fault  amometa  Momus was a complaining deity among the Greeks.  He did nothing himself, and found fault with every body and every thing.   So the sense behind this word is to be such that not even Momus himself could find no fault with you.  (Mt. Henry)
Compare to Mt.5:45:
so that you may become …children of God
so that you may become sons of our Father in Heaven.
i[na   ge,nhsqe …..…te,kna qeou/  
o[pwj  ge,nhsqe   ui`oi. tou/ patro.j u`mw/n tou/ evn ouvranoi/j(
We are already His children by adoption, now we are called to become His children by resemblance.  
Paul is quoting from Dt.32
5 to their shame they are no longer his children, but a warped and crooked generation.   


Dt.32:5                          not his children       because of fault,                     a crooked and depraved generation.
Php.2:15 that you might become children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and depraved generation.
Dt.32:5  ouvk auvtw/| te,kna      mwmhta,        genea . skolia. kai. diestramme,nh
Php.2:15             te,kna qeou/  a;mwma me,son genea/j skolia/j kai. diestramme,nhj


Take a look at  Dt.32
It is a dramatic contrast.  Paul quotes Dt.32, but reverses the language.  
Because of the fault that was found in them, they actually lost their status as children of God, 
and we are called to be children of God without fault.
What was the fault?
1.	Ingratitude
2.	Idolatry
Ingratitude
6 …Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? 
7Remember the days of old; ...8When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel.   9 For the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance. 10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste.  He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. 12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him. 
13 He made him ride on the heights of the land and fed him with the fruit of the fields.  He nourished him with honey from the rock, and with oil from the flinty crag, 14 with curds and milk from herd and flock and with fattened lambs and goats, with choice rams of Bashan and the finest kernels of wheat.  You drank the foaming blood of the grape. 
15 Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became heavy and sleek.  He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior.
6 Is this the way you repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people?
“I gave you all that, and this is how you respond?”  Such ingratitude. 
Idolatry
Why exactly did they lose their status as children of God?
Dt.32:15,16  Jeshurun …He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior. 16  They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their detestable idols. 
It was idolatry.  They were worshipping idols.  They were breaking the first commandment – no other gods before Me.
So they were rejected by God, and were called a crooked and depraved generation full of fault, because of these two things: ingratitude and idolatry.   
And we are told to be children without fault – separate from the crooked and depraved generation.  That means we are going to have to steer clear of ingratitude and idolatry.  
Do you want a test to see if you are guilty of ingratitude or idolatry?  Just look at what comes out of your heart in the way of complaining, because complaining is a symptom of both those sins.
Complaining is a monumental display of ingratitude. God has given me so much, and I’m going to complain about what He hasn’t given me?
The kinds of things we complain about betray the level of our ingratitude.
If you went and talked to some of the millions of people who at this moment are literally starving to death, and they are watching their children die of starvation, and then look at what it takes to make us complain...
“Oh no!  Yes I have an entire meal in front of me, and it is good food, expensive food, and I can have as much as I want, but IT IS THE WRONG TEMPERATURE!  It is several degrees too cool!  I can’t enjoy this.”
Talk to the people who have to walk everywhere they go – often with bare feet over rugged terrain, and then tell that person, “Did you know that there are people in the world who have their own personal car, and for a half hour’s wages they can fill the tank and drive in plush comfort for hundreds of miles wherever they want to go?  And those people, if someone gets in front of them and they have to drive 60 MPH for a few minutes instead of 65, they will blow up in anger and say, “Oh God why are You allowing me to have such a rotten day?!”
Go to Calcutta and talk to the people who are born on the sidewalk and die on the sidewalk and tell them all about how you can’t possibly stand to live in your house anymore, because the cheep carpet stains too easily, and the kitchen is too small.
Think about the things we complain about.  It is really the biggies that get to us, isn’t it?
  
God has given us eternal life, and we complain about a stuck zipper.
Jesus Christ suffered crucifixion for us, and we moan about price of gasoline.
While we were yet His enemies, He adopted us into His own family, and we bellyache about standing in a long line or a slow checker.
We have been given the Holy Spirit to live inside us, and we grumble about phone calls at dinner time.
We have been given an inheritance that will never perish, spoil or fade, and we gripe about the fact that it takes us a few extra minutes to find our keys.
All the guilt of all the sins of all your life have been completely wiped out and forgiven at great cost to God, and we whine about someone who talks too much or interrupts us when we are talking.
Jesus said, “On the very day you die you will be with Me in paradise” and you complain about being rushed by your husband… or having to wait for your wife.
God has given you a calling in life, a meaningful task that has eternal impact of the Kingdom of God, and we complain about a squeaky door, or some incompetent people around us.
What is it that we think we deserve?  (Dan: “Do you deserve high water?”)
Ask the people you are closest to what you complain about.  And when you find out, don’t try to solve the problem by keeping your mouth shut more.  That won’t do anything.
You can be a complainer without saying a word.  You can cultivate thoughts of discontent without ever expressing them.
For example, you may never say anything to anyone out loud about it, but if you are married, I bet I know what you complain about in your heart.
Think for a moment – who was the very first complainer that ever walked this earth – and what was the very first complaint ever expressed by a human being?  “God, this woman You gave me…”  You could have created any woman, and You create the one that decides to plunge humanity into sin.  
The very first complaint ever recorded was “God, why didn’t You supply me with a better wife?”
(all complaining is ultimately directed at God)
So complaining is a symptom of ingratitude, and it is  also a symptom of idolatry – turning to someone or something besides God for that which we are to look only to God.
Complaining is an evidence of a misdirected pursuit of fulfillment.  We are to seek fulfillment in God, not from temporal things.
Materialism is just as much idolatry as idol worship.  We become devoted to the things we think will bring satisfaction, and we make those a priority.  They become too important to us, and so when God stands in our way of getting them, we complain against God.
If you observe our culture, you will notice that the most indulgent society is also the most complaining.  The more people have, the less content they tend to be.  
We raise our kids to be materialistic by always trying to make them happy with earthly things.  But the more you over-indulge a child, the more unhappy that child will be.
If your kids get up in the morning and mom says, “What would you like for breakfast?”  “What do you want in your lunch?”  “What time will you be home for supper?”  “You don’t like that?  OK, I’ll just take it off your plate and get you something else.” – the child gets used to the system bending to accommodate them, rather than them having a sense of conforming to the system.
The result is adults who seem to think it is everybody’s job to serve them and make them happy.
That’s one reason why children of large families tend to be much more contented.  In a large family, you get up in the morning and someone hands you a bag.  Whatever’s in it, that’s your lunch.  And if it is supper time, and one of the kids says, “I don’t like this,” the kid next to him says, “Good!” and he takes it.  
Satan has convinced most people that satisfaction comes through what this world has to offer – relationships, money, possessions, activities, jobs, etc.  Once he gets you to believe that, he can easily make your life miserable. 
You will spend year after year striving for that which you think will make you happy.  When you get it, you will still feel empty and say, “Oh, I guess it was this other thing that I need…”
Each time you attain something, it will bring some limited amount of pleasure, and so you will think if you can just get more, you would be happy.
So complaining is serious because
1.	It demonstrates a lack of faith
2.	It shows contempt for God
3.	It is  a mark of ingratitude
4.	It is  idolatrous 
So God says, don’t be like apostate, idolatrous Israel who are no longer My children.  
Instead be blameless, and pure, faultless genuine children.
  
And what is the difference?  What is the line of demarcation that separates the pure, holy faithful Church from crooked and depraved apostate Israel?
Complaining.  They complained and we don’t, and that’s the difference?
1Co.10:1-12  1 our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. …5 Nevertheless God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 
6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. …9 We should not test the Lord, as some of them did-and were killed by snakes. 10And do not grumble, as some of them did-and were killed by the destroying angel. 
11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 12So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!
Why did God destroy them?  Because they grumbled! (same word)
And the record of God destroying them for grumbling was written as an example for us, so that we wouldn’t do the same thing.
Our life between conversion and heaven is often compared to the time in the desert.  It is that difficult time of testing before entering paradise.  During that time of testing, most of the Israelites’ failed the test and were not allowed in.  They failed because of their complaining and unbelief.
In the same way we are called to persevere to the end.  We must accept the difficulties of this life without “disappointment with God.”
in a crooked and depraved generation
You’re not the crooked and depraved generation, you are just in the midst of one.  
crooked twisted, bent, out of alignment, deviating from the standard – in 1 Pe.2:18 harsh, opp of kind and gentle.
depraved  very similar meaning – twisted, distorted, misshapen, perverted.
Do I need to illustrate that?  President Clinton’s approval numbers went up and down over the last 8 years, but never did they reach a higher point then right at the height of the Lewinski scandal.  And there were people who got on national TV and said that adultery is virtuous, but only if you lie about it.
Since our culture has dismissed God as a relevant factor in life, their morals have become so twisted and perverse and convoluted that it is impossible to even follow them.  They go back and forth between saying wrong is right, and wrong is wrong but excusable and then back to wrong is right…
*Dishonesty is compassion, and honesty is intolerance. 
*Pornography is speech – valuable, protected free speech, but the Word of God must be banned from schools and all public life.
*If you have worked hard for a while, you deserve to get drunk.  If you have put up with something for a while, you deserve to get angry about it.  If you have played by the rules and had a tough time, you deserve to break the rules.  If you do what you are supposed to do for a while, you somehow deserve to sin against God.
*Music that not only depicts but also encourages murder, brutality, adultery, fornication, theft, rape, the killing of police officers and every other conceivable evil is art.
*Unrighteousness must be preserved and protected, and correcting it is  censorship, and that’s bad.  
*Virtue is religion, and should therefore never be encouraged. 
*The majority of Americans believe it is  wrong to have an abortion for convenience sake, because that baby is a human being.  But most of those same Americans strongly insist that if the pregnancy is the product of a rape, abortion is just fine, because if you happen to be the product of a rape, you don’t become an actual human being until birth, whereas if you are wanted and planned, you are a human being much earlier.
*And whatever sin I want to hang on to is OK, because 
there are absolutely no absolutes, and 
you should never point your finger, 
and it is  wrong for you to say anything is wrong, 
it is  immoral for you to say anything is immoral, 
it is  offensive for you to point out anything that is offensive, 
and I feel it is my duty to point out to you that you are sinning whenever you point out my sin.
*We must march and protest and fight to preserve the right to use the Lord’s name in vain on TV and in school and government, and we must fight even harder against anyone using His name not in vain.
 
How much more twisted could they become?  Can you find any true, straight, pure, holy standard in God’s Word that they haven’t twisted beyond recognition?
Why do they do all that?
Ro.8:7  the sinful mind is hostile to God.
They do that – they become twisted and perverse – out of a deep seated hostility toward God, and toward the way He does things.
And we exhibit a very the same hostility toward God and the way He does things when we complain.
And so we don’t complain.  Instead we love God, and are thankful for what He does, and are content with what He gives us, and instead of complaining, there is thanksgiving
and instead of griping there is praise
 and instead of bellyaching, there is worship,
and instead of moaning, there is gratitude,
and instead of whining there is singing.
And when we take that kind of pleasure in who God is and what He does, and we exhibit that kind of contentment and faith in the goodness of God, in the midst of the crookedness and twisted perversion of the world’s hostility toward God, we stand out like lights.
in which you shine like stars in the universe 
Possibly a quote from Dan.12:3, which talks about the fact that after the resurrection, the righteous will shine like stars forever.  They will be shown to be the ones who were in the right, and God will place them in an exalted position forever.  They will be shown to be the ones who were His true children.
2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the lights of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 
Php.2:15   you shine like lights in the world
Dan.12:3  they shine like lights of heaven
fai,nesqe w`j fwsth/rej evn ko,smw|
fanou/sin w`j fwsth/rej tou/ ouvranou/
If so, there may be an allusion to the fact that we are to be leading many to righteousness.  
It may be a similar idea to ch.1 where the fact that they oppose us is proof that they will be judged and we will be saved.  The eschatological shining as stars is “already” in this sense.
16 as you hold the word of life
hold To offer is a possible meaning, but uncommon (never in Sc.).  Of the 4 other times it is used in the Bible, 3 times it means to pay close attention to (the other time it means to remain in a certain place)
Another common meaning is to hold fast to something – to cling to it or remain faithful to it.
What follows tends to call for the last meaning.
-in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 
Their remaining faithful to the Word that gives life – holding fast to it all the way to the end – will ensure that Paul’s life’s work wasn’t a waste.
This is a convicting passage.  It is one thing if a passage points out some little slip up you have over here, or some little flaw over there… but when a passage comes along and exposes an area in my life where there is hostility toward God – an area of unbelief, that’s serious.
You need to be honest with yourself about this sin, because not all complaining is verbalized.  Most of the time a complaining attitude will find it is way into your conversation, but not always.  It is possible to cultivate a brooding discontent, and keeping it quiet, so no one knows.
Ps.73:25-26  Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
Earth has nothing I desire.  God is my portion.  Let’s sing this song as either a song of repentance, or of re-affirmation of our commitment to seek satisfaction in God alone.





