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Part 3 - Humility   Php.2:3

Intro: Fundamentals
During the years I was a white water rafting guide, I had the occasion to train new guides every spring.  I was exposed to a couple different philosophies on how to teach.
I found that if you just teach people the basics of reading currents and moving a boat, they will tend become excellent with practice.  But if you try to teach them how to do each maneuver and all the subtleties of guiding, you can teach them summer after summer and they may never even get to the point where they can take a boat safely down the river.   
It is the same way with anything else.  If you master the fundamentals of music, someone can place any piece of music in front of you, and you can play it.  If you master the fundamentals of skiing, you can handle any slope – even if you are seeing it for the first time.
The same thing is true with spiritual things.  If you master the fundamentals of Christian living, everything else will just be a matter of fine-tuning.  But if you do not, you will have a major struggle – mostly a losing struggle with absolutely every area of the Christian walk.
And the most basic of all fundamentals is humility.  
Review (Neg)
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
Don’t go through life with the goal of feeling better of gaining more things for yourself.  Be willing to say to God, “I’ll be content with whatever you supply, and I require nothing else.”
or vain conceit 
Pride, the root of all sin.  The conceit of the proud secures them the curse of God, and shuts them out of the realm of divine favor.
Keep in mind, all this is instruction on how we can have unity in the church.  We will not achieve unity by doing events together, or glossing over doctrinal differences.  Lots of churches do those things and find that there is fighting, complaining, backbiting, gossip, strife, factions, etc.
How will Creekside avoid all that?  We won’t…unless each one of us learns to continually push selfish ambition out of our lives, and works to maintain humility toward one another.
Jas.4:1-2  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight.
Selfishness is the cause and the fuel of every quarrel, and where there is no selfishness, you can’t have a quarrel.  
One of the best lessons you can learn in life is not to set goals that are not completely in your control.  If it is your goal to be treated a certain way, people are going to block that goal, and you are going to find that you are angry all the time.  Then instead of looking at people as potential objects of your love, you will see them as opponents, and hindrances to your progress in life.
That’s why in a discussion on unity, Paul begins with this admonition.
Last week was the negative side, this week the positive. 
But in Humility…
Humility Defined
The word humility literally means “lowliness of mind” but does not refer to thinking that you are bad.  Rather it comes from the OT concept of lowliness, which is tied to the idea of creatureliness.  That is, it is  an awareness of being subordinate to God, and a willingness to let your case rest with God.
You have needs, desires – all your interests.  Pride will fight for those.  Humility will put it all in God’s hands.  That frees you up to be concerned with others.
It is  not self-deprecation, it is  concern for others above self.  That is the root of love (attitude  action).
1. Required for salvation
Isa.66:2   "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.
Jesus said Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs and theirs alone is the Kingdom of Heaven.
poor in spirit does not mean self-deprecating, low confidence, fearful, timid, etc.
The word poor means absolutely destitute and desperate with zero to offer – a beggar.
in spirit means on the inside.  
Jesus: “Those people who are empty on the inside – they have it made.  Those people who look inside themselves and find nothing, they are the lucky ones.”
Why?  Because Theirs (alone) is the Kingdom of heaven
In each B, the pronoun is in the emphatic position.  The emphasis on theirs (theirs alone).
Take a look at  Lk.18
Most people, if you ask if they think they will go to heaven, will says “yes.”  And if you ask why, they will express some confidence in their own righteousness.  It was like that in Jesus’ time too, so He told a parable about people who are confident in their own righteousness.  
Lk.18:9-14 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. (tax-collectors were notorious sinners, and Pharisees were known for their extraordinary righteousness) 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other men-robbers, evildoers, adulterers-or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 
13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 
14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
Those who are confident in their own righteousness are not going to heaven, they will not be forgiven their sins, and they are not saved, and can never be saved as long as they remain in that condition.
Contra world
This is revolutionary.  It was revolutionary for them and us.  Everything we ever hear about success says, “Rugged individualism.  Self-reliance.  Reach down deep in your own soul.  Believe in yourself, and you can do anything.  Self-esteem.  Self-confidence.  Self- love.  You are the answer to your problems.  Everything you need is within you.”
All human religion is based on pride.  There are millions of people around the world seeking access to the K, and working hard (prayers, rituals, good deeds, etc.)  These people are rich in spirit.  They are full on the inside – have a lot to offer God.  They are shut out of the K.
Jesus said, The only ones who make it are the ones with no resources on the inside.   Try selling that message.  “How to be a nobody.”
“Everybody wants to be somebody” – John Maxwel - #1 truth about people
Reach down deep inside yourself.  If you find something there, you are disqualified.
Imagine Jesus in politics: Mine will be a kingdom of beggars!  Join me – go from riches to rags.  There won’t be a chicken in every pot – no one will be able to afford a pot. (spiritually)
Is this hard to take?  Does it kind of shock your sensibilities?  If not, I’m not doing a good job representing it.
Human religion will tell you that spiritual poverty will keep you out of heaven, and so you must generate spiritual riches – make yourself good.  
Then Jesus came along and said, “No, it is not spiritual poverty that will keep you out of heaven, it is  spiritual riches.”
Note: when Jesus says the K is for the poor in spirit, the point is that it is  for those who realize they are poor in spirit.  All of us are spiritually bankrupt in ourselves, and have no inherent righteousness within us. No one is actually rich in spirit – having something to offer God.  But it is  those people who think they are rich in spirit who disqualify themselves.
Spurgeon: “Our imaginary goodness is more hard to conquer than our actual sin. Man can sooner be cured of his sicknesses than be made to forego his boasts of health. Human weakness is a small obstacle to salvation compared with human strength”
This is the obstacle that keeps millions from knowing God.  Most people who reject Christianity, while they may come up with excuses like they have a problem with Jonah and the whale, etc., if they were honest, they would admit that the real reason they refuse to bow the knee the Jesus Christ is because they do not want to humble themselves.
There is no necessity for any stigma if you are financially bankrupt.  That could happen through no fault of your own.  But to admit to spiritual bankruptcy – that carries with it a certain amount of culpability. 
Spurgeon:
This fact is deeply humiliating. A man may have no money, and yet it may involve no fault, and therefore no shame; but our estate of poverty has this sting in it, that it is  moral and spiritual, and sinks us in blame and sin. To be poor in holiness, truth, faith, and love to God, is disgraceful to us. Often does the poor man hide his face as one greatly ashamed; far more cause have we to do so who have spent our living riotously, wasted our Father's substance, and brought ourselves to want and dishonour. Descriptions of our state which describe us as miserable are not complete unless they also declare us to be guilty; true, we are objects of pity, but much more of censure. A poor man may be none the less worthy of esteem because of the meanness of his apparel, and the scantiness of his provision; but spiritual poverty means fault, blameworthiness, shame, and sin. He who is poor in spirit is  therefore a humbled man, and is on the way to be numbered with those that mourn, of whom the second benediction says that "they shall be comforted."
But won’t that inhibit confidence?
Their personalities are dominated by confidence. 
If a person stands in front of a group and says, “We need $10,000,” people who are rich will look in their wallets and determine what they can do.   But if a beggar is there, what will he do?  Look in his wallet?  No – It doesn’t even occur to him to look in his wallet – he doesn’t even have one.  His only reflex is to look elsewhere.
If you are in a board meeting, and someone says, “Let’s do this for the Lord that will require supernatural resources,”  the rich in spirit will look within themselves to see if they think they can pull it off.  When they look within themselves, they may find great human resources, but no supernatural power, and so they will have a low level of confidence.
But the ptwcoj just look straight to God as a reflex.  What do they see?  Infinite resources.  So they are the most confident ones there.  The rich in spirit look within themselves and say, “It can’t be done.  We don’t have the resources.”  But the ptwcoj don’t have any doubt.  If they are convinced it is  God’s will, they just say, “What are we waiting for?  Let’s go!”
Like David going against Goliath.  Saul was a tall, strong, powerful warrior who had killed thousands of trained soldiers.  He had armor and skill and a custom made sword.  As a result, when Goliath came along, he looked to his own strength and didn’t see enough there to do the job.
But David wasn’t as tempted to look to his own resources, because he didn’t really have any.  He  was a kid, he had no armor, no experience in battle, not even a sword.  The only place he had to turn was to God’s strength, and that’s why he had such confidence
The Beginning point – attainable by anyone
It is significant that Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount with this.  Poverty of spirit is  the very first issue when it comes to inheriting the K.  It is  the most fundamental, most basic foundation for approaching God.  
On the one hand, it is the most difficult thing for man to do.  There is nothing that comes harder to us than humility, and so the standard is very high.  
But on the other hand, it is something absolutely anyone can do.  In human religions, the highest places are not generally attainable by the common Joe.  But the highest, most exalted place in the Kingdom of God is attainable by absolutely anyone – all that is required is that a person humble himself.
The first point of contact with God is based not on what you have spiritually, but on what you don’t have.  The first requirement is not that you have something, but that you lack something.  The first thing God requires of us is our poverty.
As the surgeon searches out the sick, and the almsgiver looks for the poor, so God seeks the spiritually bankrupt.
Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus started with humility?  What if the first blessing were for the pure in heart?  We would all just read that, and would have to throw up our arms in hopeless defeat.  If the 6th beatitude had been the first, we would all get to Mt.5:3, and see that the bottom rung of the ladder is far beyond our reach, and would have no hope.
If Jesus started out by saying, “Blessed are those who are rich in righteousness” we would read that and say, “That is very true” but it would be of little comfort to us.
But the beginning point is not purity, it is  humility, and that is possible for anyone.  And it is  through humility that all the other virtues come.  Humility is the soil out of which every virtue grows.  
So humility is not only the key to salvation, it is  the key to success in the Christian life.
Mt.18:2-4  He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
It is both the requirement for entrance and the key to greatness in the Kingdom.
2. Key to Greatness
The “upside-down principle”
One of Sc most fundamental doctrines
Ps.18:27 You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
 Pr.15:33  before honor comes humility.
 Pr.18:12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, But humility goes before honor.
 Pr.29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.
 Isa.2:11 The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled,
 Isa.2:17 And the pride of man will be humbled, And the loftiness of men will be abased,
Lk.14:11 "everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."
Mt.23:12 "And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.
Ez.17:24 All the trees of the field will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
Lk.1:52  He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
We see it in this passage – Jesus emptied Himself and God superexalted Him to the highest place.
Lk 6:20-26  "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  
24"But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.  Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 
Jas.4:6 Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
Sometimes people struggle and struggle and try everything to get rid of some problem in life, and nothing seems to work, and the reason is that they are experiencing the opposing hand of God rather than the grace of God, because they will not humble themselves. 
1Pe 5:5,6   Young men, be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
God's mighty hand generally has to do with pressure, pain, suffering, discomfort.  The eternally important question of your life is if when you experience pain from His mighty hand, will you respond with pride or humility before Him.  Suffering is the surest way to gain humility.
That in due time is the rub.  That’s what is hard for us.  We always think we know the best time for God to lift us up out of our lowly state.  But He knows the best timing.  And one thing that is promised and which is therefore absolutely guaranteed: When the proper time comes He will lift you up!
That’s not going to happen a week after the proper time, or a year after the proper time, or a decade after the proper time.  He’s no going to lift you out of your lowly place 5 minutes after the proper time, or 5 seconds after the proper time, or one tenth of one second after the proper time.
take a look at  Lk.14
2 parables
Lk.18 & Lk.14:1-11
14:1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee…
7When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8"When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, `Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, `Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
This principle applies not just to seeking prominence, but to seeking anything that you want, that primarily benefits you.  It applies to efforts to make sure you get your share, to getting the best for yourself, to getting people to think well of you, to getting first in line, to grabbing for yourself what you want.
This applies to more than just banquets.  Even the little things in life – Somehow I developed a reputation with my family as someone who exaggerates stories (they don’t know me well).  One Christmas I noticed they all subtract about 30% from everything I say (18” of snow, 60 mph).  So now I’ve learned to try to understate everything.  
So now by the time I understate my story, and they subtract 30%, it is really not very impressive.  I might as well not even bother.    
What happened – with my exaggerating, I was trying to exalt myself, and I was humbled.  
I have noticed that the most persuasive debaters are the ones who understate their case.
Derek called this the upside-down principle.  Save life/lose it, etc.
But it is the world that is up-side-down.  Think of a snow shaker that is upside-down.  Everyone is scrambling to get to the top, and they are really going downward.  Soon the thing will be righted and they will all be under the pile.  But we have been told.  We also have Jesus’ example.  We know to go the other way on the latter - yet we don’t!  
We want to be well-known, to be the center of atten. - the one people talk about.  We want to pile up $, to have a prestigious job and to have people under us.  Pastors want to be called “reverend.”
How to get it?
If you are not ptwcoj then you fall short of the 1st requirement, and you must repent (Jesus’ message was, “Repent, for the K is at hand.”  This is a sermon about the K.
Look at God (Moses, Isa.)
Next week #3.
Humility is pretty valuable, isn’t it?  Next week we will get into the significance for our passage, but for now, let me give you a parting thought.  
Scripture is clear that trouble, suffering, trials and pain tend to humble us.  In light of how absolutely priceless this virtue of humility is, what does that say about the value of suffering? 



3. Key To Success in Relationships
Prefer others
consider others better (NASB more important) 
The term translated others is “one another.”  It is referring to believers.
What a unique community the church is!  Where no one is looked down on, and everyone is looked up to!
And instead of the needy being marginalized, their need becomes the very thing that lifts them to a point of receiving higher consideration.
If you can just get yourself past the fear of being taken advantage of, and embrace this way of living – how much superior it is  to the natural way of living.  The world says, “Look out for #1.”  So they do, and the result is you have one person looking out for you.
To be a part of the church you have to give that up, and it is scary.  Because if you don’t trust God, you will think, “If I don’t look out for my needs, they will go unmet.”
But if you can just get past that fear, and trust God, and give up watching out for yourself first, think of how much better off you are.  Instead of having one person looking out for you, and having to fight everyone else who are all looking out for themselves, you come here and you have 100 people looking out for you.
The word consider means to calculate or reckon.  This is not something that is going to come naturally to you.  It is something that will require you to discipline your mind to place yourself in a frame of mind to treat others as though they were your superior. 

more important
hupereko  The same word is used in Php 3:8  I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
It has to do with the idea of importance or priority.  There may be other important things, but the importance of knowing Christ trumps anything else.
So it is not that you think of people as being intrinsically better than you (Jesus didn’t do that.  Besides, it wouldn’t even be true).  
It is the attitude that your needs trump mine.
Your desires trump mine
Your interests trump mine
Your opinions more important than mine
4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
No matter how humble you become, you will always look out for your own interests.  And to some degree, that’s necessary.  It is not wrong to brush your own teeth, or to put clothes on your body, or to get yourself a drink of water.
To some degree you have to take care of yourself if you are going to be able to serve others.  But our temptation is to make taking care of ourselves the priority, and here we are called not to do that.  
A great example of this is Timothy.  Skip down to v.20  I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
What a tragic statement.  All the believers in Rome were so consumed with all the little details of their own lives and their own concerns, they couldn’t be bothered with advancing the Kingdom of God.
Notice how in vv.20 & 21 looking out for others’ needs is equated with looking out for Christ’s interests.  You can tell how close a person is with God by how well they get along with people.  There is no such thing as a person who has a healthy relationship with God but who can’t get along with people.


This will involve limiting your freedom for others (Ro.14)
As a Christian, you are free to do a lot of things.  But if you are humble, and give priority to the interests of others, you will set aside some things that you are otherwise free to do, just for someone else’s benefit.  
 - Dress to make others feel at ease
Women will dress modestly to make it easier for their brothers in Christ to keep a pure mind.
Some will set aside alcohol, because they know there are some people out there who may fall into sin.
This will effect your outlook on everything you have and everything you do.
purpose of car to give rides
 -   "     "  house to be hospitable
*watching TV and doorbell rings - whose going to get up & get it?
*both in bed and left the light on - who gets up?
*on the road - I'm in a hurry/you're in a hurry - who gets R of way?
*friend is moving & needs help during a Broncos game! What do you do?
This is the best marriage counseling you will ever get – right out of Php.2.  The struggles most couples have, just like the struggles between other family members, and struggles between people in the workplace – all come from selfishness.
You get mad at your spouse because he’s spending more money than you, or she’s not giving you as much as you are giving her, or he’s not doing as much around the house or to help with the kids as you…
The place to begin with all this is the home.  Try being polite to your family(!)  Treat you brothers and sisters like you treat guests.
Not false H (a form of pride)    boast: "I'm great"
                                  Flase Humility  : "I'm no good"
                              Humility: "what about you?"
Jesus didn't put Himself down
note R-ship between L & H
- love: treating others better than self   humility: considering
- If L = the #1 command, H = the only way to obey that command
- L = action  H = attitude
- Jesus did ultimate act of L thru ultimate act of H

JESUS' EXAMPLE
V.5  should be like Jesus who...
verse 6   being in very nature (form) of God
morphe  here, v.7, Mk.16:12  Refers to outward apperance
Not only is that what the word means, but it fits the meaning of context, plus consistant with other terms on text: "likeness" (v.7), "appearance" (v.8).
 [In the Gk grammar these terms are explaining "form" in v.7].
Jesus was in heaven and looked like God (was worshiped), but didn't hold on to that, but gave it up - emptying Himself (kenosis).
peeps say "form" = "nature" (to defend deity)  then they have to say He emptied self of something else.  
Most pop: Indepen. E of Div. A.  (needed Father's help)
Where do they get that?  (shake Bib)
Look at context: Jesus was in the form of God, but didn't hang on to that...
SO
Emptied self (of some mysterious, unknown thing)
and Boom!  He's in the form of a servant.
You tell me - What did He shed?
Opposite of campaigning 
WHY?
cuz considered our needs more important
Because of the fact that Jesus viewed our needs as more important than His glory, He gave up His glory (didn't campaign) but showed up in the form, likeness appearance that brought Him no glory
HE GAVE UP THAT WHICH WAS RIGHTFULLY HIS FOR OUR BENEFIT
In light of that are we 
*going to be willing to give up our campaigning for each others benefit?
*willing to be seen in situations that make us look bad if that's what it takes?
*Are we willing to stop worrying so much about what everyone thinks of us, and  worry more about how we can become servants?
You are never more like God than when you serve.
"OK, but how far are you going to carry this?"
NOTHING IS TOO EXTREME (even to death on the cross)





