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Humility
Part 1 - Philippians 2:1-11

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Big Picture
There is a book in the Bible that tells us of a world where you can work hard your whole life for nothing. It is  a place of no meaning and nothing new. It is  a world where what is twisted can not be straightened. In that world pleasure is meaningless, work is meaningless, wealth is meaningless, status does you no good. Justice is not done. Even wisdom itself, ultimately, does no good. In fact, everything is meaningless. People who become involved with the difficulties of what goes on in the church very often ask me how I handle the anxiety.  Just one situation can be so tragic and so draining, multiplied over the whole church, that would seem to be overwhelming.
But the fact is, I’m not discouraged.  I do feel all that anxiety – acutely.  It can really hurt.  But generally speaking, my overall disposition is one of joy most of the time.  Why is that? One reason – the godliness of so many.  I may get more exposure than others to the troubles, but I also get more exposure to the growth.  And the joy from that overrides the discouragement from anything else.
You can tell from this book that with all the emotional pain Paul experienced, to a very large degree he was able to keep going in large part because of this church.  All through the book he is talking about how happy he is.
And no wonder!  They were doing so much that was good. So much so that when he talks about something like love expressed through knowledge and depth of insight, he doesn’t tell them to start doing that, because they already are.  All that remains is for him to tell them to abound more and more in it.
But as incredible as this church was, one massive danger seemed to be lurking.  From beginning to end Paul addresses the issue of unity and disunity.  He brings it up again and again and goes into great detail in ch.2.  Why?  Because it doesn’t matter how godly a church is, this is always a danger. In fact, even more so in a godly church, because people are passionate.  (Paul and John Mark). People who are serious about what they believe, who see God’s work as the most important thing in this world, who hate sin with all their heart, etc. are more likely to collide. It doesn’t matter what kind of church it is  – this is a danger.  Every letter Paul ever wrote, he brings up this issue. The way to protect against division is to develop a love for the church and to become as passionate about unity as we are about everything else.

Php.2:1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition
The Importance/Motivation
In ch. 1 Paul talks about facing the persecution from the world with a united front – contending as one man…
There is a widespread longing for this today and tremendous energy is expended to achieve it, but with little success. 
Now he explains how that kind of unity is attained.  (The first word in v.1 is Therefore).
3:45
I don’t believe we have a problem with disunity – it is not that we are fighting and wrangling, or that there is a lot of discord.  But we could easily go that way if we don’t work to build unity.  As Christians, we just come together as a group, and right off the bat we start out unified.
But unity is fragile, and so Eph. exhorts us to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace.
bond = chains  The thing that will keep us bound to one another is peaceful relationships.  Many times people think the key to unity is to avoid disagreements, but that’s not true at all.  The key isn’t to avoid disagreements, it is  to avoid fighting.
Do you get upset with your kids if they disagree – only when they fight over it.
When we lack harmony in relationships, and we realize that selfishness and pride are the core of the problem, we tend to think the solution is to get our eyes off ourselves, and on to others.  But that’s not the most basic solution the Bible gives.

encouragement [from being united with] in Christ

Right away attention is focused on God.  If you realize you are too self-centered, and you try to solve that problem by shifting your attention from yourself to others, it won’t work.  You will see their flaws and sins, and will have little success in trying to love them.
The solution is to shift your attention from self to God, and then from there you will have no problem loving others. That’s why the first commandment is love God, and the second is love others.  Our society loves the golden rule, but they try to carry it out while ignoring the first commandment, which is why they have such little success.
First focus on God, then others.  That’s always the approach Scripture gives us.  One of countless examples is in Mt 7:12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. What is the first word in the v?  So  What does that mean?  We are to show others love based upon what is said in the verses that precede.  

9"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

The basis of our being kind to one another is always God’s kindness to us.

para,klhsij Encouragement is a good translation here.  It means to strengthen in trial – to literally en-courage.  To impart to someone not relief from the suffering, but the strength, courage, hardiness, etc. to endure it. It is not really the severity of the trial that means anything.  What matters is how severe the trial is in relation to your strength level.
Physically that’s true.  Someone who is weak and fragile might fall on padded carpet in the living room and break a bone, whereas someone who is strong and healthy might fall off a roof and be just fine.
Emotionally, when you are weak, the smallest problem can be more than you can handle.  For a little kid, to find out he can’t have an ice cream cone, or he has to go to bed can seem to him like the end of the world.  But on the other hand I know people whose children have died who are just fine.
We tend to think the best thing would be to have lesser trials.  But think about it – which is to preferred, small trials or great strength?  Would you rather be the guy who falls off a roof, dusts himself off and walks away and forgets about it, or the sickly person who trips on the carpet and spends two weeks in the hospital?
Sometimes our in our prayers we are saying, “Lord, keep me from tripping on the carpet,” but we would be far better off if we said, “God, make me healthy and strong”  Strength is better than ease.  If you think back on your life, the best times may not all be the easiest times.  They were probably when you were the most encouraged.
That spiritual strength is para,klhsij (encouragement).
And it is  in Christ (from being united with is interpretive).  Christ is put for personal salvation – in Christ means being in the sphere of saving grace.  As Christians, we receive encouragement – spiritual strength from God.

2Co 1:3-11  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 6 If we are distressed, it is  for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is  for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 
8We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 

The comfort comes not from thinking, “Maybe things are about to get better,” but from realizing, “Even if this ordeal pushes me right into the grave – I’ll be just fine, because the God I serve raises the dead.”  If your comfort from God is only about this life, it won’t be enough.

If...any

Here Paul is emphasizing a point by means of understatement.  It would be like if someone said, “If your mother has ever done any kind thing for you in your whole life, then why don’t you send her a card?”  You would think, “She has done far more than just one kind thing, the absolute least I could do is send a card.” So Paul is saying, “If there is any comfort/encouragement/strengthening associated with being a Christian, then do what I’m going to say in v.2.”  And our response should be, “To say that there is just some encouragement is a huge understatement, therefore the absolute least I could do is comply with v.2.”

if any comfort from his love

The idea here is very similar – consolation.  Tender, soft words to soothe in a time of suffering.

if any fellowship with the Spirit

Fellowship means “partnership, closeness, intimate sharing” with God the Holy Spirit.  It is  a close partnership that is expressed in generous giving.
Some people may gloss over this doctrine, but in Scripture it is  set forth as a very important one – right up there with the grace of Christ or the love of the Father.   2Co 13:14  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

if any tenderness and compassion, - spla,gcna kai. oivktirmoi,(

The first word refers to feeling compassion in your stomach, the second to acting accordingly.
What a description of God’s love!  When we suffer, we often feel like God’s love is far from us, but God’s love is as close to you as the ground under your feet, the heavens over your head and the air you breath.  In this life it would be impossible for you to escape God’s love if you wanted to.
We have all received all these things at many times in life, but the greatest expression of all of them is in our redemption.  Just as the Messiah was called “the consolation of Israel” so the most significant consolation, comfort, etc. we have received from God is our salvation.
Paul uses our salvation as the motive.  He’s going to call us to unity, and unity will cost us.  It requires selflessness.  So before calling for that, Paul asks us, 
·	does it mean anything to you that God saved you?  
·	Does it mean anything that you were hopelessly lost and helpless, and God saved you?  
·	Does it mean anything to you that your life was without hope, bound for eternal hell, and He had mercy on you?  
·	Does it mean anything to you that you were dead in your sins, and He made you alive?
If any of that means anything to you, do this…2 then make my joy complete.  Paul throws in his relationship with them as well.
He doesn’t say, “reverse my sorrow.”  Everything else about this church causes him joy, but this one thing could fill his cup full.  That’s the way I often feel about Creekside.
If all God’s love, kindness, tenderness, compassion, comfort, strengthening…means anything to you, if it is  of any significance to you at all that you are partners with the Holy Spirit, if my ministry means anything to you…please do this.
That is an appeal from love.  You can appeal to people to do things on a lot of different levels, but there is no appeal stronger than the appeal of love.
In college my professors in college would often read off a homework assignment without even looking up.  That’s one level of motivation.  But I remember a professor, at the end of the year, pleading with us with tears in his eyes (and ours), “Be diligent in your work.  Be godly.” That’s the appeal of love.  If your boss sends you a memo saying, “I want this to be done by Friday” that’s one thing.  But if your mother came to you and said, “If my love for you means anything at all to you – if I have ever shown you any kindness of any kind, please do this.”
He who is deaf to love is deaf indeed.  If you can’t respond to an appeal made by someone who deeply loves you, you are as hard as you can be.
Paul: If God has been only cruel to you, if He has left you without comfort, without salvation, without deliverance, if the Holy Spirit has not indwellt you, then it would make sense to be fragmented as a group.  But if those things are not the case, there is no excuse. This is quite a motivation.  Remember this if you ever find yourself being the one creating ripples or waves in the unity of the church. Set aside all your thoughts about your rights, how you’ve been offended or mistreated, etc. and think of it for what it really is – massive disloyalty to Christ, who treasures the unity of His church. If you can’t forgive, or do something that builds friction in some relationship disrupting unity – recognize that for what it is  – monumental ingratitude, that would take so much from Christ and then show so little concern for what is precious to Him.
This kind of motivation is the highest approach.  He doesn’t threaten judgment, or appeal to authority.  He appeals to their affection for Christ and for him. You can’t always do that, because many people are totally unmoved by that.  (“Give in in this fight for what – just because of the fact that Christ has given so much to me?  Forget it!”) The very fact that Paul can take this approach is a testimony to the godliness of this church.
The “Command”
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 
Being like minded  Lit: to think the same
This term goes being mere intellectual thoughts.  It primarily refers to thinking, but cannot be divorced from a person’s will, overall disposition, and direction in life.
having the same love,  Love the same things, and to love one another in the same way – the Christian way.  
It calls to mind all that love described in v.1.  We are to have a deep affection for one another, to care for each other, have compassion toward one another, show mercy, and to generously give to one another.
That is true unity.
 being one in spirit – a single word - su,myucoi  “singlesouled”  Only here, but Php 2:19-20  I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare.  lit I have no one who is ivso,yucon (similar-souled)
We should be not only similar-souled, but same souled. 
When a person is spiritually imature, there is no telling how they will respond to various things, but godly people tend to respond the same way.  If you say something that may be taken as offensive to someone who is a new Christian, it is hard to predict what might happen. But I can tell you right now what will happen if you say it to Joe or Freddy or my dad, or Chip…
This term includes the emotions.  We feel the same way about important things.  When you take a group of spiritually mature people, there is a great unity among them in the way they feel about things.  If you give them a list of controversial issues (abortion, the death penalty, pornography, homosexual behavior, etc., they will feel the same way about them.  
We have a unity in the church that no other group of people in the world have.   In our culture, when you want to suggest that two people are extremely close, sometimes we will say, “They are practically joined at the hip.”  As Christians, we are not joined at the hip, we are joined at the soul.
 
and purpose  lit: Thinking the one – almost identical to the first phrase  (goal or purpose implied)
This does not mean we lose our unique identity.  The strongest statement in the whole Bible on our unity is also one of the most beloved passages on the uniqueness of each Christian – Eph.4:3-7  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when you were called- 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
We are like a sports team.  We don’t all do the same thing – we do very different things.  But we do have the same purpose.  The receiver and the offensive lineman have very different jobs, but the same purpose.  Immature Christians will have a lot of worldly goal mixed in with their spiritual goals.  Those create discord and tension in the church.  If your goal is to advance the Kingdom at all costs, and my goal is to become wealthy, to enjoy life, to have a fair amount of leisure, to travel, and to advance the Kingdom, there is going to be friction between us. You are going to be scheduling things that cost me money, or intrude into my vacation, etc.  I’m going to spend a lot of my efforts at things that have nothing to do with the Kingdom, and that will irritate you. As we all move toward maturity, we all become closer in our ultimate goal and purpose in life, and then we know real unity.  Then you find that decisions are made in the church, and everyone tends to agree.  
Now there will always be times when we don’t see eye-to-eye on what the best way to advance the Kingdom is, but if we have advancing the Kingdom as our ultimate goal, we are 90% of the way to being unified. This is done not by trying to conform to one another.  That’s the way the world goes at it – “Let’s just all get together and be unified.”  It never works.
God’s Word is the tuning fork that we all strive to conform to.  If an orchestra tried to tune itself by each person getting in tune with the person next to him, it would be hopelessly out of tune. And like Michelle’s cello, we easily become out of tune, and need to be retuned.  Like clocks that strike at the same time.
This comes through teaching, debate and friendship.
Teaching
This is one reason we emphasize teaching so much.  A friend of mine never preaches on controversial passages.  That approach will result in a phony unity – a unity that is skin deep at best.  It may seem like they are unified in doctrine, because no one is arguing about anything, but that is not true unity.  On the controversial issues people will end up believing one way or the other, and without guidance from their shepherd on the hardest parts of Scripture, error will flourish.
Another misguided way to promote doctrinal unity is through having a detailed doctrinal statement, and forcing everyone to agree.  To simply have a list of doctrines and telling people “Tow the line on this, or find another church” is not to create unity – it just ices the disunity.  
We believe the Bible never contradicts itself.  So if all the teachers at Creekside have the same hermeneutic, and they stick to teaching the Bible and not their own ideas, over time we will become more and more unified.
Debate 
If people just agree to sign on to some belief just so they don’t rock the boat, but they don’t really think it through – that is a false unity.  In fact, it will ruin unity, because people will begin to resent that. That’s why Paul uses the term frone,w which includes what you think, but also includes the disposition of your will.  The idea is that we not just agree on paper, but that we are truly unified in heart and soul. If you and I believe different things, one of us is wrong, and if it is me, I want to know about it.  I don’t want to go one believing something that is wrong.
Often people are threatened when anyone disagrees with them.  I have noticed two reasons for this:
* Identifying your self too much with your views.  So when someone attacks your view, you feel like they are attacking you.
* Lack of trust in God’s Word.  “If that thing I believed is wrong, what if some other things I believe turn out to be wrong?  What if my whole belief system unravels?”
But if you have a full confidence in the Gospel, you are not afraid of the truth.
Debate is not disunity – discord and dissension are.  Debate is simply teaching one another, and we are commanded to do that.
Debate is not an enemy of unity – contention is.  Sometimes we are way to quick to agree to disagree.  “Let’s just agree to go on with one of us believing the wrong thing.”  That’s not loving.
We need to work to see to it that we come closer and closer to believing the same way.  “What about church fights over things that are not in the Bible – like the color of the new carpet?”  The more we come to agreement on what the Bible teaches, the more we will agree on what things are important and what things are not.  In a church where everyone agrees that people are more important than carpet, you never have a fight over carpet.
Friendship
Friendship without doctrinal unity is not unity.  However, that’s not to say friendship is not an important part of unity.  
Is it possible to fulfill the “one anothers” with a total stranger?  How about Bear one another’s burdens – how can you bear my burden unless you know what it is ?  Look around the room.  Do you know what burdens those people are carrying?  Some of you don’t even know the burden that’s weighing down your husband/wife/children.
If all you do is come to church and say hello to people in the lobby, you will never build a friendship.  Friendship takes time and effort way beyond that. Our enemy knows that this issue of humility is the battleground where he must win if he is going to have any success in destroying your lives, and so this tends to be the hardest area for us.
And so I want to remind you of the motivation that began the chapter.

Php.2:1-2  If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.

“If God has ever shown you any love at all, and that love for you means anything to you, be unified and humble.”
Paul appeals to their relationship with God.  Think of what Paul could have done instead:
* He could have cited the law 
* He could have listed a bunch of ways selfishness would hurt the church body
* He could have set out a catalogue of rules on how to treat one another
But instead of any of that, he appeals to our relationship with Christ.  That kind of a motivation of works on spiritually mature people, because it won’t have any effect unless your relationship with God is very precious to you, and you take it seriously.…which is why I think it will be effective on this church.  
Here is the point: When you sin against the unity of the church (or when you commit any sin for that matter), don’t think of it primarily as a sin against an institution, or a violation of a code, or a transgression of a law… It is  not primarily that you are violating a system of religion, or a canon of theology or a creedal structure.  It is  not that you are going against the structure of the church. When you sin against the unity of the church, see it for what it really is – a very personal violation of a relationship – your relationship with God.
When you bring discord into the church, you violate not so much the Church, and not so much the doctrine of unity, but your relationship with Christ.
We tend to fall into thinking that we have the right to spend our time/energy/thoughts on making ourselves comfortable.  That’s what causes problems in relationships, and brings chaos into the church. People who make it their goal to feel better, and whose big concern is to be comfortable – have you noticed that those people are always offended at something?  And they are angry, and they want the whole world to know they have been offended.  Why?  Because when it is  your goal to be comfortable, you noticed even the slightest discomfort.
When you lay in a hammock, trying to be comfortable, and a fly keeps landing on you, it will drive you crazy.  But if you are chopping wood, you don’t even notice a fly landing on you.
 People who are involved in rigorous, strenuous effort in serving the Church – those people don’t even hardly notice if you do something against them. So if you making feeling good emotionally your goal, you will bring discord and problems into the church.
Paul: “Are you so unmoved by the constant flow of love and tenderness from God, that you would inject the poison of disharmony and strife into the body of Christ?” If so, then know where your sin is placed.  It is  not that you have upset a doctrinal idea or committed a social faux pas, it is  not first a sin against the church, it is  not a sin against doctrine, it is  not a sin against moral law, it is  a sin against your relationship with Christ, and it is  a violent display of ingratitude toward the One who has poured out love and tenderness toward you from the first day you came to know Him, and it is a disregard for the great desire of the heart of Christ for His Church.  There is no excuse for that kind of pettiness.
David understood this.  When he sinned with Bathsheeba, he understood that he sinned against her, against Uriah, against the people of Israel, against his own family, against God’s Law, against societal standards… but the cry of his heart in repentance was, “Against You, and You only have I sinnned…”
So Paul appeals to their relationship with God.  This is very different from what you see in other letters – like Corinthians, where Paul talked about pulling out a whip.  Sometimes you see this motivation in the Bible, but not all that often.  Much more often you see warnings of punishment. The appeal to love is the highest motivation, but it doesn’t work on most people, because most people won’t live at the highest level.
 


