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Col.3:11-12      Compassion		tape 77		5-27-2001
(how-loving-02-2001 – Part 02 –Compassion)


Strip off anger and abusive speech like old clothes.

We found that to eliminate abusive speech you must address the issue on the inside.  It’s not enough to just try to control your behavior – you must eliminate the anger in your heart.

An Internet list of lessons you can learn from your dog – one was, “Don’t bite when a simple growl will do.”

That’s the approach many people take with their expressions of anger.  They try to reduce the severity of the expression, but they won’t give up the anger itself.

Why?  v.9
since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed toward knowledge in accordance with the image of its Creator. 

The Knowledge of God is a Place of Love

Only Christ Matters

11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

11 Here o[pou
Where?  Renewalville.  The place of Christlikeness.  

Remove hostility from your hearts, because in Christ our bogus reasons for hostility disappear.

In Christ there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, ouvk e;ni {Ellhn kai. VIoudai/oj( peritomh. kai. avkrobusti,
John Hagee teaches there are two gospels – one for Jew and one for Gentiles.  
Others are not so extreme, but still want to make some kind of division between the Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians.  

Eph.2:14-17  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace 

You cannot find, anywhere in the Bible, a distinction between believing Jews and believing Gentiles in this age.  There is absolutely zero difference.  There is no sense in which believing Jews are more the people of God than believing Gentiles.

barbarian, One who doesn’t speak Greek (uncultured)
Just like the Jews divided humanity into two groups, so did the Greeks.   

Max Muller was one of the greatest experts on the science of language, and he said that the study of the science of language could not even begin until the word “barbarian” was deleted from the world’s vocabulary and replaced with the word “brother.”  Christianity did this.  (Lightfoot)

Scythian (a notorious example of that – people from southern Russia) 
They were the most barbaric barbarians.  They we known as ruthless, and socially disgusting.  They never bathed, and their treatment of other people was as inhumane as anyone in the ancient world.  
From their language to their mannerisms they were as uncouth and uncultured as they could be.

slave or free

This is even more radical.  Slaves were not considered human beings.

The point here in context is that when you approach the image of God and greater knowledge of God, ethnic distinctions, class distinctions and social distinctions are obliterated.  

As we approach the image of Christ, distinctions begin to disappear from our view.  Is God a Greek? or Jew?  Is He black?  White?  Asian?  Anglo?  Is He cultured or uncultured?  Of course not.     

Those terms have no meaning or significance when describing God, and so the have no significance when describing people who are like God.

This is unique to Christianity.  Sinful man naturally divides up into castes and classes and social levels.  

The idea of Jews, Greeks, Barbarians and Scythians, slaves and freemen all fellowshipping together was absolutely unthinkable, and yet that is exactly what happened in the early Church.

In the first century, if you went to the church in Colossi or Philipi or Rome, and you watched them select their leaders, if there was an uncultured, uneducated slave, and an upper class, polished, credentialed man with an impressive pedigree, the slave may very well be the one who ends up being the leader, and the other man willingly and joyfully submitting to him.

This was outlandish beyond description in that world.  And Christianity received criticism at that time for its high treatment of “low” people.

It would be no surprise at all if the Chairman of the Board of Pastor-Elders at Creekside may end up being a janitor.  And we might have PhDs, and CEOs, and a multi-millionaire in the church who would come to that janitor for spiritual counsel and discipleship.

The only question with regard to leadership is, “Who is the most spiritually mature among us?”  And even that doesn’t end up dividing us into classes, because the spiritually mature people are also the ones who are the most humble, gracious, caring, loving and kind – and so you don’t get a group of snobs lording it over the lower group.  Instead you have men who are humbled to be in that position, and who have no other desire than to serve everybody.

And if they are not like that, they are disqualified.

The reason they get chosen for leadership is because they have proven to be the greatest, most humble servants in the church, and instead of setting themselves apart in some kind of upper class they are down on the floor washing your feet – meeting your needs, serving you, giving to you, pouring out their lives for you.

but Christ is all
Not that He is the sum total of everything that exists (pantheism) – He is distinct from the creation.  He is transcendent.  
This means Christ is all that matters.

and is in all. 
That is, all believers.  Christ permeates every part of our lives.

The point is, if Christ is the only thing that matters, and Christ is in every believer, what other meaningful criteria are there to evaluate people?  If Christ is the only thing that matters, then skin color, language, custom, etc. do not.

The more you tend to evaluate people based on language, origin, skin color, social status, gender, etc, the less you are like Christ, and the farther you are from knowing God.

You can tell how much you understand the supremacy of Christ by what you notice about people.  Is the very first thought whether or not the person is a believer?  Or what their skin color is?

Is the biggest factor in your orientation toward people whether or not they love the Lord, or whether or not they seem to have money?

Most of you would say, “No question – the biggest concern in my mind is their standing in relation to Christ.”  If that’s the case, rejoice, because the only explanation for that is that Christ is supreme in your mind.

The Primacy of Love
Having described the vices of the old self with the above lists, Paul now describes the virtues of the new self.  And it comes as no surprise that all the vices of the old self ended up being some kind of failure to love – either a perversion of love or a lack of love.  

And the new self is described as being loving.  You can’t just try to become less unloving.  You must become loving.

Love is the primary Christian virtue.  It is the summary of the whole law.  It is the greatest evidence of saving faith – greater than anything else.

Many of you know the name Rachel Scott.  She has become known as the Columbine Martyr.  Many Christians compare themselves to her and ask, “Would I have that level of commitment?”  

Dying for your faith seems like it would be the greatest evidence of true faith.  You would think if there is anything that would prove that someone is truly saved, it would be that.

Did that prove that Rachel Scott was truly saved?  No.  That’s not proof.  A heart of love is proof.  Paul said, “If I surrender my body to the flames, but do not have love, I am nothing.”  

So let’s spend the next couple weeks talking about love.

12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
VEndu,sasqe ou=n( w`j evklektoi. tou/ qeou/( a[gioi kai. hvgaphme,noi( spla,gcna oivktirmou/ crhsto,thta tapeinofrosu,nhn prau<thta makroqumi,an(

Consider the Love You Have Received

12 Therefore
In light of the fact that the only thing that matters is whether a person belongs to Christ or not, Paul says, “Therfore, in light of that, there are some pretty hefty implications.

The fact that you are chosen, holy and dearly loved by the Person who is the only one Who really matters – that has some hefty implications.

Christ, who is everything, has chosen you.  
Christ, who is everything that matters, has set you apart as special.  
Christ, who is all and is in all, dearly loves you.

That has some profound implications for they way you should live.

God's chosen people
If you are a believer, you were chosen by God to be a believer.
Ac 13:48  When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

They exercised their own free choice to believe, and yet they had been appointed beforehand to do so.

Very often people want to understand everything about the doctrine of election – especially the question of how to reconcile the fact that we chose God of our own free will, and yet once we choose Him it turns out He choose us first?

The answer is, it’s not necessary to reconcile those, nor is it necessary to understand everything about that doctrine.  It’s only necessary to understand whatever limited aspect of the doctrine is being taught in a given passage.

Here, all we need to know is that you have been chosen by God, which means you are both holy and dearly loved, and your knowledge of that should serve as a motivation for you to demonstrate love toward one another. 

The word chosen was always used of someone selected for a specific duty (military term).  God had a bunch of purposes, and a bunch of people, and He selected each person for a specific purpose.

holy  uncommon, special, set apart

dearly loved
It’s hard to love if you are not loved.  The more you are loved, the easier it is to love.

Some people never receive any kindness or tenderness from anyone.  Those people are sometimes very bitter and hard to get along with.

On the other hand, if you have a spouse who treasures you, family members who openly express genuine love toward you, close friends who dearly love you, etc. – that enables you to go out and love some unlovely person who won’t love you back.

It’s OK if you don’t return my love, because I have all my needs for love being met.

And there is no question that you are dearly loved.  The only question is what level of understanding do you have of that love?

How many of you have latched on to something in this study the last couple months that you would really like to achieve in your life (sexual sin, impurity, greed, covetousness, anger, control the tongue)?

This whole question of whether you will be successful at eliminating anger, controlling abusive speech, and clothing yourself with compassion, kindness, patience, forgiveness, etc. hinges on your level of understanding of God’s love for you.

If I have someone I know will give me $10,000 every week until the day I die, it’s very easy for me to go out and give someone $100.

If someone in this church insisted on mowing my yard every week, and one day my neighbor called and said, “I’m out of town this week, could you please mow my yard?” it would be very easy for me to be willing.

If I entered some drawing and won a free pass to a grocery store for life – so I could have anything I wanted from the store for the rest of my life, it would be very, very easy for me to be willing to have people over for dinner.  I would never have the thought of, “I don’t know if I can afford to have them over because of the price of groceries.”

Today and next week we are going to study about our responsibility to love people, but it’s crucial out the outset that we begin with an understanding of what enables us to love – a strong sense of being loved by God.

This places us in a very precarious spot.  I have a tough job right now.  I have to try to convince you all that God loves you.

Very few phrases in the English language have less meaning in the church than the phrase, “God loves you.”  It’s become a platitude almost.

Any sentence – even if it’s not said in careless, trite ways, if it’s said often enough, it will become meaningless eventually.  

“God loves you” is a statement that when I say it your brain hears it and says, “No need to think that through – I already know all about that.  Next thought…”

We are inoculated to that truth.

And this is sad, because at the same time, many people do not have any sense at all of being loved by God.  They are willing to assert it as a doctrine, sing it in a praise chorus, agree to it in a statement of faith – but in the reality of their daily existence they do not have a strong sense in their heart, when they think of God, of “Oh Him – He dearly loves me.”

Many of you think God is mostly mad at you.
Many of you think God is getting sick of you.
Many of you think God puts up with you at best.

And if that’s the case you will never have success in loving others until you come to understand the fact of God’s love for you.

“How do I know if I have an adequate understanding of the fact that God loves me?”

Here’s a great test: Do you ever find yourself fretting over whether your spouse loves you enough?
Are you ever concerned because you are not receiving adequate love from a friend?
Do you ever get upset because people are not kind enough to you at work?
Do you ever get down about the fact that the people at church are not interested enough in you?

If those factors that occupy a large percentage of your thinking, it’s because you are not satisfied with the love you receive from God.  And if you are not satisfied with it, obviously you don’t have an understanding of how much He loves you.

Maybe your problem is you inhale, and you think the air you are breathing is something you are somehow entitled to – rather than a very kind, gracious gift from God.

Maybe your problem is that you can walk, talk, see, feel, taste, hear… and maybe you have somehow fallen into the thought that you are entitled to all that.  And so you can’t accept it as a love gift from God.

You can be generous with people if someone just moments before has been extraordinarily generous with you.  And God is like that every moment.  The problem comes when you receive so much kindness from His hand that you begin to think you are entitled to it – or even more!

One of the great theologians, when asked what the most profound theological truth he knew was, said, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  That is not a trite little kid’s song.  If we as a church could just learn that one truth, our ability to love one another would increase 10 fold.

But it’s not easy.  That’s why Paul’s great wish in Eph.3:18-19 was that we, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power…to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

power to grasp  It takes spiritual power to even begin to understand it.

12 clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
We are so concerned with being dressed appropriately all the time.  What is the appropriate dress for someone who has been selected by God for a purpose, made holy, and who is dearly loved by God?

Compassion

compassion  lit “guts of compassion”
The word refers to the pain a person feels on someone else’s behalf.  And it always implies a response.

This virtue is one of the most obtrusive inconveniences to man that exists.  Life is full of pain and sorrow and suffering, and every one of us works feverishly to eliminate or prevent ourselves from suffering more pain.

We are concerned with relieving our pain, and avoiding further pain.

Compassion is voluntarily suffering a portion of someone else’s pain.  It goes against the grain of everything the flesh wants.

It’s one thing to be willing to endure my own pain, but to add to that someone else’s load?  If I get sick, or one of my kids gets injured, or my wife… I can’t help that.  If it happens, I have no choice – I need to deal with it.  I won’t be able to escape the sorrow that it involves.  If my wife is suffering, there is no way for me to be a husband to her and not be involved in that pain.

But if one of you is suffering, I do have the choice.  We can choose to sidestep compassion.  If you see someone in the church who is getting plowed under by some devastating trial that has no quick fix, you can choose to pat that person on the back, say, “I’m praying for you,” sail out the front door and not give it another thought until next Sunday.

So how can we bring ourselves to become more compassionate?

Our ability to feel compassion is one of the ways that we are in the image of God.  He designed us to be compassionate.

There is one sense in which compassion is automatic.  If you allow yourself to be close enough to a situation, you will begin to feel for the person.  If you see extreme suffering, and you allow yourself to think about it, you will feel it in your stomach.

I asked a doctor what causes that.  He said excess acids are secreted, and there is an irritation of the lining of the intestines.  – That’s the pain you feel.  Your body is actually inflicting pain on itself.

How you ever wondered why that happens?  There are reasons for all the various chemical reactions in your body.  What is the reason for painful acid being released into your intestines when you see someone in pain?

Next time you meet an evolutionist, ask him to explain that.  The human body is wired so that your body will actually afflict itself with pain to identify with someone else who is suffering.  

How could you explain it from an evolutionary perspective?  If we are engaged in a battle for our lives in a contest of the survival of the fittest, the last thing you want is pity.  Love will foul evolution all up.  
If two cavemen were fighting over some food, and the stronger one, each time he got the upper hand, started feeling sorry for his opponent, how does that help his survive?

If the Titanic is sinking, Darwin would have the strongest ones survive.  But love and pity and compassion could drive the strongest man on the ship to give his life jacket to a helpless, weak individual.

So how could that process have ever evolved?  Evolution says we are nothing but the product of millions of generations of fighting, killing and dominating.  And that struggle is the only thing that brings improvement to any organism.  So how did we end up this way?

It’s easily explained if you believe the body was created by a loving God – it is a mechanism that assists you in caring for others.  God arranged our physiology to express His great heart of compassion.

Ps.139:13,14  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful

No question about it – our bodies were not developed by random processes.  They were designed by a powerful, loving God.  His craftsmanship is obvious – He even left the thumbprint of His love on the lining of our internal organs and acids!

So in that sense, compassion is automatic.
But there is another sense in which compassion is a choice.

It’s only automatic if you bring yourself in close proximity to the one suffering, and allow that suffering to penetrate your heart.  

If you choose to distance yourself, you can escape the pain.

In the ancient world, many societies had simply decided to do just that.
The real heartbreaking cases with no easy solution were thrown aside.
People who had drastic diseases, people who today we would put in nursing homes, people who had mental problems, the disabled – they were all discarded – just shoved outside the city.

There was no social security or welfare.  Society did not make provision for those people.  It was too heart-breaking.  Those kind of people just take up too much of your emotions unless you push them out of sight so they can be out of mind.

Sinful man is always on the lookout for an excuse to get out of his responsibility to be compassionate, and Satan is more than happy to provide it.  That’s why he invents religions like Hinduism.  If you see someone suffering, don’t help him.  He’s just working out his Karma.

Another false religion that has had the same effect is evolutionism.  If good ultimately comes from the survival of the fittest, compassion will ultimately spoil the whole process.  Hitler understood this.  Hitler was concerned about all the harmful mutations in the human gene pool, and that’s why he began the T4 program of lethal injections to kill those people off.

He killed 70,000 mentally and physically handicapped people (many children), because they were a genetic drain on the race.  In the natural world, they wouldn’t survive.  But Hitler was horrified at the thought that some well-meaning people, in the name of compassion, would interfere with natural selection, allow the weak to continue to live.  And they would bread with the “good genetic stock” and pollute the entire gene pool.

Jesus’ Compassion

Christianity brought compassion into the world.  It is in areas where there has been a strong Christian influence where you see societies demonstrate mercy to those in trouble.  

How often do you see hospitals, food kitchens, nursing homes, etc. founded by atheists?  You just don’t see it.

That’s because God’s people reflect His compassion.  God is compassionate.  Somehow, even in His eternal blessedness, He is capable of feeling pain.

We join the scene with Jesus making plans to take a day off.  

The Lord had sent the Apostles out on their first short term mission without Him.
Mk.6:12-13  They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

While they were doing that, Jesus was going full blast also. 
Mt.11:1  After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.

Mark 6:30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

They return and report.  Must have had successes, failures, difficulties, questions. 
They try to talk to Jesus, but the work just won’t stop.  They can’t even get a bite to eat.

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat

So Jesus makes a decision:
he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 

So it’s time for Jesus and the Apostles to take a day off, because they were desperately in need of rest.

Mt. tells us another reason for the day off.
In Mt.14 we find that at this same time Jesus is informed of the death of His cousin, John the Baptist.
12 Then they went and told Jesus. 13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 

This is a very difficult time – physically, emotionally and spiritually they are depleted.  So Jesus decides they are going to take a rest.

There Is A Time For Rest.

God designed us to need refreshment.  Sometimes it is a Christ-like thing to do to get away from people – to get away from ministry.  

When is the time for rest?  When you are tired (not every moment you have free).  Leisure is like food.  You should only eat when you are hungry, and you should only rest when you are tired.  I don’t believe it is right to rest when you are not tired.

And it’s different for different people.  Some people God fills with energy.  They are indefatigable.  Some people just keep going and going, and finally they say, “You know honey, it’s been 26 years.  I think we need another vacation”

Others…10:30 Monday morning and they already need a nap.

So rest is important when you need it.  And it is good for us to note how Jesus rested – by seeking God in prayer.  When we are spent we try to recharge by watching TV with a box of chocolates, or reading a magazine, or watching a movie, or reading the newspaper.  Why is it so rare for us to say, “I am exhausted, I think I’ll take my Bible and go off by myself for an hour”? 

When you subject yourself to TV or movie or some other thing created by the world, remember those things are designed to influence you.  They are from a worldly perspective, which is the very thing we are struggling against in our thinking.  When you expose yourself to the world, you are at the front lines of spiritual warfare.  When you are in front of that TV you have to be vigilant and prepared for battle in your mind.

Now who, in their right mind, would do that for rest?  Don’t you think it would be a little strange for a soldier to say, “I’m exhausted.  I have to rest.  I think I’ll go up to the front lines for a while.”

33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd,

[DESCRIBE]  There they are – thousands of sick, broken, hungry, needy people.  They went on a boat trip to find seclusion (none in Galilee), and the crowd beats them there.  They (including Jesus) are depleted, tapped out, hungry, tired, grieving…)  This is a bad time.

And on top of all that, this crowd is not a bunch of genuine disciples.  It would be one thing if a bunch of people showed up at this point saying, “We are eager to learn – teach us.  We want to know God.  We want to grow…”  

They were just thrill seekers.  This is a fickle mob that turns against Jesus the very next day because He won’t perform tricks.  You might expect Jesus to say, “Not now.  This is our one day off in weeks.”

34 he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
He ends up spending the entire day with them.  Some preachers have portrayed this this way: “Oh no.  I can’t believe it.  Oh well.  They need us.  Let’s go.”  (Grudgingly)

That’s not the way it was.
Lk.9:11 He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 

welcomed   apode,comai a strengthened form of the word for “welcome.” approving, agreeing, valuing

It refers to a warm, enthusiastic, welcoming – receiving someone into your presence with a feeling of joy and gladness that they are there.

When Jesus was this tired and emotionally drained, and the whole point of His trip was to get away, and the fickle crowd is there with bad motives, He welcomed them.   

Jesus realized that rest is important – but He would not make it a priority above compassion.

How is it that Jesus can welcome them with such genuine, heartfelt emotion?

The answer is in v.34 of Mk.6.  
he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 

Some of us see a crowd and are irritated.  Crowds are annoying.  They act like children.  People feel anonymous and the restraints come off and the sinfulness comes out.
For that reason it’s not unusual to hear someone say, “I hate crowds.”  

But that wasn’t Jesus’ reaction.  When someone came to Him with a need, His first thought was about that person, not about Himself.  We think first of self (What will it cost me?  How much trouble will it be?  Do I feel like doing this? etc.)

Over and over Scripture tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion.  He was wrenched in His midsection with pain – 

Why?  Because that is the way God is 

To the Greeks, the #1 characteristic of the gods was apathea apathy – totally without feeling (otherwise could be hurt).
The Jews had been taught by the legalists that God was an Ogre – indifferent to human struggle.

But Jesus came to show us what God was really like.  

Why did God accomplish redemption?  Because of His holiness and justice?  No – every demand of justice and holiness could have been met if He punished us all in hell.  It was His compassion that drove Him to do what He did.

So why do we so often see Jesus actually experiencing physical pain in His stomach when He saw great need?

Is God compassionate?  Does God care?  Does He feel emotionally for us in our suffering beyond anything we could express?  
Yes
Then put God in a body, let Him love like that and care like that, and it will rack that human body.

Jesus endured scorn and pain, He worked hard, got little sleep, up early, to bed late – constantly on the move, no rest.  What kept Him going?  A big part of it was His compassion.   

Not our only motive, but it gives a sense of urgency to ministry.

There are a lot of things that move the Lord to compassion.  
(i) He was moved to compassion by the world's pain. 
        He was moved with compassion for the sick (Matt 14:14); for the blind (Matt 20:34); for those in the grip of the demons  (Mk 9:22). He could not see a sufferer but he longed to ease the pain. 
(ii) He was moved to compassion by the world's sorrow. 
         The sight of the widow at Nain, following the body of her son out to burial, moved his heart (Lk 7:13). 
(iii) He was moved to compassion by the world's loneliness. 
         The sight of a leper, 

Here He was moved to compassion by the world's helplessness. 

they were like sheep without a shepherd.
 
Jesus saw their lack of leadership and the effect on the people, and that effected Him physically.  

Probably all of us have felt compassion in our stomachs, but have you ever felt that way over people who were being led astray?  over the lack of Bible preaching?  over the tidal wave of advice that comes into Christian bookstores and over the air waves that is devoid of any spiritual power because it is human ideas rather than God’s Word?

So he began teaching them many things.
He didn’t look at them as an intrusion.  He saw them and was eager to minister to them.  That is a great lesson for ministry.  Don’t ever get to the point where you see people as an intrusion.  

So there is one little glimpse of God’s compassion.  Things like that are important for us to study, because we will only be successful in becoming compassionate people when each one of us begin to understand that the Lord feels this way about you, and His responses of kindness toward you are motivated not by any sense of duty, but out of sheer compassion.

You are breathing easily this morning, the sun is shining, your right elbow bends without pain, etc – not because God is in any way obligated to give those gifts, but because He took one look at you, and the pain you feel, and His great heart broke, and His stomach was wrenched with pain, and so He flooded you with mercy.

And it’s only when we understand that that we will be able to be compassionate, because compassion is hard.

I mentioned before there is a degree to which you cannot escape compassion for family members.  But there is also a degree to which you can.  You can refuse to let yourself think through what they are going through.

Are your feelings within the reach of the miserable?

This is one of the hardest virtues, because it’s guaranteed to be painful.




Benediction:   Eph 3:17-19  I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 



