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The Greatest Commandment Pt.2		Mark 12:30-34     6-9-2002 

Last time we talked about the value of writing your own personal purpose statement for your life.  You exist for some reason, and so your goal should be to discover that reason and fulfill it.

And the central basis for everything in your purpose statement should be Mark 12:30.  

A lot of people have pretty impressive spiritual resumes, but the most important thing any human being could ever do is to carry out the greatest commandment: Love God with all your being.

Mk 12:28-34
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 

29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  31The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 

32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

It’s not enough to just believe in God.  It’s not enough to just obey God.  It is required that you love God.

And love is not a simplistic thing.  It is complex.  It draws upon every part of your being.  

Just as life invovles every part of your body – every single cell is alive an contributes something to your life as a person, so it is with love.  

Genuine love is
·	the governing influence of the heart.
·	expressed in the emotions, 
·	the object of the thirst of the soul
·	directed and controlled and shaped by the mind, 
·	set into motion by the will 
·	carried out in the actions of the body

The perfect command

31 …There is no commandment greater… 
Mt.22:38 This is the first and greatest commandment

What is it that makes this command so great?  I would like to suggest a few things.

1. It’s the only thing we can truly offer God.  

We can’t really do anything for an all-powerful being that He couldn’t easily do for Himself.  We can’t give Him anything that He hasn’t first provided for us.
The only thing we have to offer is love willingly, freely offered from the heart of a created person who is able to choose to love or not to love.

2. It applies to every person in every context, in every situation, in every place, in every time and will never be discontinued but will endure for eternity.

3. It’s the most God-centered command.  

Other commands can be carried out with selfish motives.  

Even faith, at its core, is driven by personal need.  But love seeks only to give.  

Love alone focuses on its object only (as opposed to faith, which focuses on its object in relationship to self).

4. The whole point of a commandment – the purpose of law in general, is simply to express the will of God.  The more accurately and comprehensively a law expresses God’s desire for man, the better law it is.

What desire could God have regarding man that wouldn’t be accomplished if man loved Him with His entire being?

If all my affections are directed to God, I will worship Him, I will honor Him, I will obey Him, I will learn of Him, I will seek Him, and I will carry out His desires.

So it is greatest, because it is the greatest expression of God’s desire.

5. It keeps before us the personhood of God.
You can fear an event, you can hope for an event, you can rejoice in an event; you can rely on an event, but you can love only a Person.

6. It’s an ideal command because it’s almost impossible to misinterpret.  

Even the most unskilled Bible interpreter will generally have a pretty good idea what this command is getting at: nothing is more important than loving God with your whole being.  

There are two sides of the narrow road that we can fall off into: legalism on one side and quietism on the other.

Legalism
The legalist reduces all the principles of God’s Word to external rules.  And his whole religion is comprised of nothing but following rules.

He thinks only external actions matter.  And he doesn’t realize that external actions matter only in as much as they reflect internal realities.

He is always trying to figure out how far he has to go in obeying a command to fulfill his obligation.  You get the feeling he is willing to go that far and no farther.  

They might make a rule that you have to pray an hour a day, and they will carry it out.  But once their hour is up they are out of there.

Loving God with all your being completely rules out that kind of thinking.

Of all the commands, this is the most difficult one to reduce down to legalism.  

The sinful human heart always wants to take the principles from Scripture and reduce them to mere external policies, because even the strictest of policies are much easier to keep than principles, because principles target the heart.

When God gives us the principle of faithfulness to one’s spouse, we want to reduce to a mere “no adultery” policy.

When God gives us a principle of not forsaking the fellowship, we want to reduce it to a mere “go to church every Sunday” policy.

When God gives us a principle about worshipping Him through giving, we want to reduce it to a mere, “put 10% in the offering plate” policy.

But this command cannot be reduced to a legalistic rule.  When you hear the command “Love God with all your being” you are pretty much left with just two options:
1.	Love God
2.	Ignore the command.

The people who have done #1 are saved and the people who have opted for #2 are lost.

There is no empty, external ritual that people can do and convince themselves, “Well, I certainly am loving God with all my being.”

It’s an amazing command, because it has a built-in legalism repellent.  

Quietism
On the opposite side of the path a person can fall off into the error of quietism.

The quietist says, “I’m not going to be a legalist.  I’m going to focus only on the internal, and I’m not going to worry about any external rules.”

And so the quietist correctly focuses on the heart, but fails to understand the connection between the heart and the body.

So you may have a quietist who is trying to focus on his heart, but he won’t discipline himself to read the Bible when he doesn’t feel like reading the Bible, because to set up a rule like that would seem to much like legalism.

He won’t come to a prayer meeting or a worship time, or spend time in private prayer when he doesn’t feel like it, because to discipline his body to do those things feels like rule-keeping, and he mistakes that for legalism.

So on one extreme is the legalist who ignores the heart, and the principles of God’s Word, and on the opposite extreme is the quietist who understands about the heart, but who puts no energy into self-discipline.

So no command is more immune to being reduced to legalism, and yet no command is more immune to the opposite kind of reductionism on the other end of the spectrum: quietism. 

You can’t be a quietist and love God with all your being, because where there is no self-discipline there is no love.

That’s easy enough to see.

The Bible repeatedly calls me to love my wife like Christ loved the Church.  It’s required that I love her.

Part of loving her involves providing for her, which means I have to discipline my body to get a job and work every day.

Part of loving her involves leading the family, which means I have to discipline my body to get up off the couch and take care of a situation with my kids that might be overwhelming her at the moment.

Part of loving her involves disciplining myself to think about her concerns and pay attention to her needs in times when I would really rather think about my own needs, or about work, or about something that’s easier.

There is no such thing as love without external effort.  Every parent who has ever loved a child knows that love makes a lot of demands on your body – demands in the middle of the nights when you are enjoying wonderful rest and suddenly that little one needs to be fed or changed.

The quietist wants to lay there in bed and say, “Forcing myself to get up when I don’t genuinely feel like getting up would be hypocritical.  I think I’ll just lay here and work on my heart attitude of love, and I’ll let my wife get up and be the legalist.”

We realize that’s not love.

When the legalist is involved in a lot of activity, a lot of self-discipline, a lot of self-denial, and a lot of effort, he thinks he is doing well even if there is no change in his heart.  Even if there is no love.

And He’s wrong.  Those things, in the absence of love are meaningless.

On the other hand, however, where there is love, those things will be present.

Action and self-discipline and effort are not, by themselves, love, but 
where there is no action, there is no love.  
Where there is no self-discipline and self-denial, there is no love.  
Where there is no effort, there is no love.

Nothing generates more intensive effort than love.

So it’s the perfect command.  It’s virtually immune to both legalism and quietism.  

How to do it

We realize it’s important, but how do we do it?

Some people misread this command and this it requires that we love God perfectly.  And they throw up their hands and say, “That’s impossible,” and they don’t give it another thought.

Others think, “I wish I loved God that way, but I don’t.  And I can’t just control my affections like that to where I can snap my fingers and suddenly I deeply love someone.”

I spent a lot of time this week thinking about how we can obey the greatest command.

How can I raise my level of interest in God?  How can I intensify my emotions for God?  How can I make Him more the object of my love?

So I looked in Scripture and found an answer that wasn’t at all the kind of thing I was looking for.  But it’s a wonderful answer.  It’s incredibly encouraging.  In fact, it’s just great news it’s been hard for me to wait all the way until today to tell you.

1. Join the Family 

All you have to do to love God is be a Christian, because every genuine Christian loves God!

The single greatest determining factor in what and who you love is your nature.

We found last time the evil people are evil because of what they love, and righteous people are righteous because of what they love.  Your affections reveal your true nature.  

Ro.8:7 the sinful mind is hostile to God

So if it’s not part of your nature to love God, you need a new nature.

2Co 5:17-18
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ 

Everyone who has ever sinned, is, by nature, hostile toward God.  

You will only love God when you do so naturally – as part of you nature.  And it will only happen naturally when you are adopted as His son or daughter.

When you entrust your life to Jesus Christ in faith, from that moment on, the Bible says you are in Christ – adopted as a child of God.

Jn.8:42
Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me

In 1Co.2:9 believers are called those who love him

In Jas.1:12 and 2:5-6 we read that the crown of life and the kingdom have both been promised to those who love him.

1Jn 4:20-21 John points out that the claim to be a genuine believer is identical to the claim:
"I love God" 

In fact, loving the Lord supremely is a requirement for salvation.
Mt.10:37
Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;

It’s not enough just to accept the truth of the Gospel.  It’s not enough just to agree to the facts.  The estranged relationship between the person and God must be reconciled.  And most unbelievers can’t even begin down that path, because they won’t even admit they are estranged from God.

So all true believers already love God, and no unbelievers love God.

Speaking to the Jews who were persecuting Him Jesus told them they were lost, and He used these words: but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  (Jn.5:41-43)

Jesus said in Jn.7:7 The world …hates me

Ro.8:7 says the sinful mind is hostile to God, and Ro.1:30 describes unbelievers as God-haters 

Sometimes Christians think they were somehow exempt from that.  People say, “Even before I heard the Gospel and became a Christian I always loved God.”

No.  Up until the moment when you were born again you were just like any other unbeliever.
Col.1:21  At one time you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.

Ro.5:10  we were God's enemies

So if you are a Christian, you don’t have to pull your hair out trying to think of ways to make yourself love God.  You already love Him.

2. Reduce other loves

There is one sense in which you love God with all your being, but with nowhere near the intensity that ought to be there.

Why is my love for Him so dull?  
Why are my affections for other things seemingly greater than my affection for God?  
Why am I more committed to other priorities in life more than to God?

And to ask that question is to answer it.

Love for God in naturally planted in my new nature.  It’s there.  The reason it’s not more pronounced is because other things have been elevated up above it.

If I look at my life and it seems that my work, or my family, or my leisure time, or anything else is a higher priority and a greater object of my affection than God, the solution isn’t just to raise my level of love for God above those things.  

The solution is to lower my level of love for those things below the love I have for God.

I only have a limited amount of room in my life.   I have a finite amount of time, a finite amount of energy and a finite amount of attention – a finite amount of love.

If other things are usurping my love for God, and if other commitments are crowding my commitment to God, I need to reduce the amount of resources committed to those things.

It’s like if a man is so consumed with his work that his wife is neglected.  

To solve that problem he has to reduce his level of commitment to his job.  He only has 24 hours in a day, so if one thing is going to increase, something else is going to have to give.

#2 Get to know Him better

Notice how Jesus began His answer.  He didn’t just start out saying, “Love the Lord your God…  The first thing He said was `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.

It’s essential that we love the right God.  Jesus doesn’t just say, “Love God with all your heart…”  He identifies specifically who we are to love – the Lord our God, the God of Israel.

A person cannot love God without knowing God.  And love comes from knowledge.

God is lovely.  And so the more you know Him the more you will love Him.  So learn of him.

The term Lord here refers to Yahweh.  Not just any god, but the God with a recorded history and clear claims.  The God who has revealed Himself to man in Scripture and has verified it with miracles.

The Rabbis were constantly trying to answer this very question that was asked.  The most famous attempt was by Hillel, who was once confronted by a Gentile who said, “If you can teach me the law while I stand on one leg, I will convert to Judaism.”

Hillel responded by saying, “What is hateful to you do not do to your neighbor: that is the whole Torah while the rest is commentary” (Morris 564)

That was a nice try, but it falls way short of summarizing the Bible.  Don’t do bad things to your neighbor?  What about worship?  What about our relationship to God?  What about virtue?  What about the identity of the true God? What about God’s nature?

Hillel’s answer addresses none of that.  Jesus’ answer addresses all of it.

The Second Commandment

31 The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 
Mt.22:39 And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

The world has exalted this to the status of the greatest commandment, while completely ignoring what Jesus called the greatest commandment.  

And when we hear people say, “Do unto others as you would have them to unto you” or “Love your neighbor as your self” we might be tempted to think, “Well, that’s good.  At least they are half way there.”

But is that half way?  Are you half way if you ignore completely the greatest command?  

No.  You are not half way – you are none of the way.

If loving God is the greatest law, then failure to love God is the greatest lawlessness – the greatest evil – the greatest sin.

And if we elevate our neighbor up to the place of God, that isn’t 50% of what God requires – it’s just idolatry.

In the absence of loving God, loving my neighbor is stripped of almost all meaning.  The only reason loving my fellow man has any meaning is as an expression of my love for my fellow man’s Maker.

Paul says that the reason loving your neighbor as yourself fulfills the whole law is because love does no harm to it’s neighbor. 

Ro.13:8-10
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

So to fulfill the command to love your neighbor, you must do your neighbor no harm.  You have to do the things that are in your neighbor’s best interests.  

But an unbeliever can’t do that.  Way up at the top of the list of your neighbor’s needs is the need for the Gospel, and the need to be ministered to by your spiritual gifts, and the gifts of the rest of the Church.

Only believers can do that.

It’s significant that Jesus didn’t say, “the second one is to love humanity.”  He said, “Love your neighbor.”

There are a lot of people who are very philanthropic.  They love everyone in the whole world, and they will march and demonstrate for human rights in some far away country.

But to everyone around them they are mean and hostile and selfish and inconsiderate. 

Marx loved the working class, but couldn’t stand the individual workers.

Jesus isn’t just calling us to be philanthropists.  He’s not just saying we should support humanitarian policies.  He doesn’t say, “Love all of humanity.”  

He says, “It’s enough if you just love the few folks right around you.”

We are not called to love all of humanity – it’s enough if you just love the few obnoxious representatives of humanity that you run into in your little sphere of existence.

William Blake: “He who would do good to others must do it in minute particulars.  “General Good” is the plea of the scoundrel and hypocrite.”

I remember some of the people who were defending President Clinton at the time of some of his most indefensible actions were saying, “He is the most moral president we have ever had because of the policies he supports.  Sure, his personal life isn’t what it should be, but he brings about general good for the masses.”

Supporting general good isn’t what Jesus is getting at here.  If it’s in your power to bring about some widespread benefit to people that’s a good thing to do, but the measure of love is how you treat that individual right in front of you.

The man didn’t ask for the second one, but Jesus gives this information anyway, because the man’s single question required a dual answer, lest we think we can retreat into some isolated, monastic existence and love God without having to bother with people.

1Jn 4:20-21
20If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

This gives us a tangible way to express our love for God.  Love always wants to give.  But what do you give to a God who already has everything?  You can give to those who are in need whom He dearly loves.

It’s important to realize, however, that the correct order is that loving God is the greatest command, and loving your neighbor is second.  

A lot of people reverse those.  They think they love God by loving their neighbor.  

The difference is subtle but significant.

People think all they have to do to love God is love people.  They figure someone like Mother Theresa must be saved, and must be among those who love God, regardless of what she believes, solely based on her care for people alone.

But you can show love to people without loving God, just like you can buy your wife flowers without actually loving her.

This one they did manage to reduce into legalism.  They did it by inventing their own definition of “neighbor.”  

Prior to the encounter in this text, Jesus had had a similar encounter with another lawyer on the same issue.
Lk.10:25-29
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 
27 He answered: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 
28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

They had come up with definitions of the word “neighbor” that excluded the unlovely people, so they would only have to love their friends.

Jesus corrected that and pointed out that your neighbor is anyone who comes across your path who has a need.

And loving the family of God is an especially high priority.

Jn.13:35
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

It’s critical that we have a supernatural love for one another.  

Be kind to people.  Do what is in their best interests.

Always assume the best of people.  Always assume good motives.  

Always put the best construction on the situation that the facts can possibly bear.

Bear with one another.  Suffer a long time before reacting.  Forgive – even when people don’t acknowledge their wrong.  Overlook faults.

And don’t give up on people.  

So many people leave churches because some relationship goes sour, and instead of grinding through the hard, uncomfortable, painful process of reconciling and restoring a broken relationship, they just leave.

(You really feel for those people, because you know what’s going to happen at their next church, and the next…)

That’s one of the sad effects of our consumer-driven culture.  If you have a bad experience at Safeway, you just start going to King Soopers.  If you get tired of McDonald’s, you just go to Wendys.

And that’s the way people start thinking about church.

But that’s not the way a family should be.

If you have a fight with your kids, you know you need to reconcile and somehow make the relationship work the best you can, because you are a family – you are “stuck” with each other (so to speak).  

That should be our attitude in the church as well.  Never give up on a person – don’t write anyone off.  Just keep working at loving that person.

The standard
as yourself
This is not a third command to love yourself.  The assumption is that you do love yourself.  If there are people who do not, it would negate Jesus’ whole point.

This is the highest practical standard of love we know.  You don’t love anyone like you love yourself.

What is the best way to love people?  Should we all devote ourselves to feeding the hungry?  Should we all quit our jobs and work at rescue missions?

I would like to suggest that there are two ways to serve people: naturally and supernaturally.

Serving in natural ways is important.  Jesus often mentioned giving someone a cup of cold water.

But how much greater to serve other supernaturally – through your spiritual gifts? (1 Co.13 between 12 & 14)

31 There is no commandment greater than these." 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

The picture is of two pegs, with the entire law hanging down from them.

They are the basis for everything.  You can see that in the 10 commandments.  The first 4 hang down from the love God command, and the last 6 hang down from the love your neighbor command.

If I love God with all my being, I don’t need a command to have no other gods before Him, or not to make idols, or not to take His name in vain, or to honor the Sabbath.

And if I love people as I love myself, I don’t need a command telling me to honor my parents, or not to murder, or not to commit adultery, or not to steal, or lie or covet.

Now that’s not to say we don’t need the rest of the Bible.  We need every single one of the hundreds of commands in Scripture to teach us what loving God means.

Take away these two commands from the law and you are left with absolutely nothing.

That’s why Tit 1:15 says To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.

If what you do is an expression of love for God, it’s good.  But if you do not love God, the noblest deeds imaginable, while commendable in a relative, human way carry no ultimate goodness.

The expert agrees
32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

You are right

lit: You have spoken epi (upon the basis of) truth

more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."
This fits into Marks repeated emphasis that Jesus replaces the Temple as the central point of the presence and revelation of God (Hurtado p.202)

You get the feel this guy is teaching Jesus and looks at Him as a student.  But Jesus’ response isn’t like that of a student.

Jesus commends the man
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."

What an interesting statement that it.  It’s a little ambiguous.  Put yourself in this guy’s shoes – is this good news or bad news?

Not being far from the kingdom is a lot better than being far from the kingdom.  But it’s not the same as being in the kingdom either.

Jesus seems to be calling this man to reflect on that.

Here is a man who stood head and shoulders above the other religious leaders and experts in the law, and yet he was still outside of the kingdom.

That’s a great example of just how far into religion a person can go and still be lost.

It’s not a bad thought for the rest of us to reflect on either.  This man wasn’t far from the kingdom because his theology was sound.  But that was no guarantee he was in the kingdom.

Had it not been for the conversion of John Wesley and the ensuing revival with its social impact, England probably would have undergone something similar to the French Revolution.  From a human standpoint, John Wesley’s conversion was one of the most important events in the Western world.

I don’t know what the Birth Order Book says about 15th children, but that’s what John was – the 15th child (out of 19) of godly parents: Samuel and Susanna Wesley. 
 
By his early 20s he already had a brilliant career as a professor of Greek and Logic, and was ordained a priest in the Church of England at age 25.

At this point John was still not genuine believer, but he was extremely devoted to Christianity.  He met regularly with Charles Wesley and George Whitefield for prayer, the study of the Greek New Testament, and devotional exercises. 

He set aside an hour every day for private prayer and reflection, took communion every week, fasted twice a week, visited prisons, helped the poor and sick, and was trying his hardest to conquer every sin.

At age 33 he traveled overseas to become a missionary to the Indians in Georgia, where he almost died of disease.

When he returned to England he wrote, “I went to America to convert the Indians; but, oh, who shall convert me?”  His mission experience taught him the wickedness and waywardness of his own heart.

Then he met a man who helped do just that.  Through a series of conversations with that man, he was convinced of his own unbelief and lack of saving faith.

On the morning of May 24, 1738, he opened his Bible at random, and his eyes fell upon this verse, Mark 12:34, and he read the words, You are not far from the Kingdom of God.

He knew he was lost, and so those words were a great encouragement to him.  It became his life verse.

As a result he finally entered the Kingdom of God, and went on the serve Him faithfully for the remaining 35 years of his life on earth.  He ended up preaching 42,000 sermons (averaging 3 per day). (Hughes, 113,114,119)



John Wesley and this scribe had a lot in common.  Both clergymen who excelled above their peers, both very devout.

But we don’t know if that’s where the similarity ends.  The lack of comment in the rest of Scripture leaves us with the painful realization that very possibly this man was like the rich young ruler and never did enter the kingdom.

It’s a sobering thought to realize you can come an inch from the kingdom of God and end up in eternal hell.

What this scribe needed was the experience of another eminent scribe who at a later period said, "We know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin;" and who exclaimed, "O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me?" but who added, "I thank God through Jesus Christ!" (Ro 7:14,24-25). 

 And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

Those who asked with evil intent where humiliated, and the one who came honestly Jesus almost won.  This approach was clearly getting them nowhere.

Ryle: We have reason to bless God that that group of Pharisees conspired against Jesus to try to trap Him with questions, because out of their malice came these precious words of our Lord.  Just as in Samson’s riddle, “Out of the eater came something to eat.” (p.192)

Like a pack of dogs they were trying to devour Christ, and the result was a nourishing feast of God’s truth for us.

The command to love God with all your being should, every time we are reminded of it, revolutionize our thinking.  

We so desperately need to be reminded of this.

We have talked about the importance of discovering and fulfilling your calling, so you come to church on a mission from God every week to accomplish that purpose for which you were designed in the Body.

And it would be great if everyone walked out of here each week asking, “How did I do?”  

It’s natural for some of us to do that.  I’m always concerned about whether I did a good job expounding God’s Word.

I imagine Terry goes out each week assessing whether he did a good job leading the congregation into the presence of God in worship.   Sunday school teachers tend to concern themselves with whether they are getting through to the kids.

Those who have roles that are less visible and less officially defined may not do that as much, but wouldn’t it be great if every last person here – every single part of the body was highly concerned each week with carrying out his/her ministry well.

But even that isn’t really the ideal.  We could do that and be like the church in Ephesus that forsook its first love.

Studying this has really turned my thinking around the last few weeks.  Instead of asking, “Is this the best sermon I can produce” I have found myself asking, “Is this sermon a product of loving God with every part of my being?”

What would Creekside be like if every one of us were able to keep that question at the front of our thinking?  

“Was that class I just taught, or that song I just sang, or that prayer I just prayed, or that conversation I was just in…an expression of love for God offered up from every part of my being?”

We are about half way though our time together this morning.  Ask yourself, how have you done?

In a moment we will get up and make our way downstairs for a time of fellowship.  On your way down the stairs, I urge you to spend that time praying – say, “Lord, I want these conversations I’m about to have to be me loving You with all my mind and all my strength.”

“As I sit in Sunday School, I want Your Word to penetrate my heart so that in humbly receiving it, and rejoicing over it, and meditating on it, I will be loving You with all my soul and heart.”

Those of you who help clean up afterward, we should have the attitude, “Lord, I love you – let me clean this up for You…”

Benediction: Col.3:12-14  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.






