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The Greatest Commandment 		Mark 12:28-34     5-26-2002 

Introduction
Purpose Statement

When we started this church a couple years ago, one of the first things we did was develop a purpose statement.  This church exists for a reason – we have some purpose, and so our primary concern is to fulfill that purpose.  

And in order to do that, we have to know what that purpose is.

Otherwise we would likely begin stumbling around aimlessly never knowing if we are enjoying success or experiencing failure. 

Recently it occurred to me that it wouldn’t be a bad idea for me to write out a personal purpose statement for the same reason.  

Our church purpose statement is “We exist to help people discover and fulfill their calling” – to find out what God wants them to do and to do it.

So I figured maybe it would be a good idea for me to write out, to the best of my knowledge, what the purpose of my life is and what God wants me to do with it.

I would like to invite you all to do the same thing.  And there is no better time for it, because we are going to study this morning what Jesus referred to as the greatest commandment.

Mk 12:28-34
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 

29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  31The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 

32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

Context

Jesus had just muzzled the Sadducees, who were trying to trick Him with a hard question which He answered brilliantly.  And we pick up the scene with an amazed crowd standing there listening 

Mt.22:33  
 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 
The Conspiracy 
Mt.22:34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 

The Question

Mk 12:28
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 

In Matthew we find that this guy was sent as a representative of the Pharisees and he asked his question not out of curiosity, but to test Jesus.

This is a tough question, because there are a lot of important things.  
People like Mother Theresa give their lives to help the needy.  
People like Martin Luther help reform the Church world-wide.
People like the Apostle Paul wrote the New Testament and spread the Gospel around the world.
People like Billy Graham preach all over the world and bring thousands to faith in Christ.

Certain especially gifted people have done some remarkably important things.

Do you realize what this guy is asking?  He’s looking for something more important than all of that!  (What activity could any person in any part of the world in any era ever do that would be more important than fulfilling the greatest commandment?)  

If the purpose of a commandment is to express the will of God, by definition there is no such thing as anything that a person could do that would be more important, meaningful, or significant than to fulfill the greatest commandment of all, because the greatest commandment is the greatest expression of God’s will.

Another way to state the question is this: We know there are people who do all kinds of important, amazing and wonderful things.  But what thing could a person do that would be the most wonderful and important of all?

This should cause us to really sit up and take notice – especially those of us who have tasks in life that seem mundane – those of us who crave meaning and significance in our lives.

If such a thing exists – if there is such a command, a command that would rise above every other command in importance – even above the rest of God’s commands, and if it were a command that is attainable for me – that would give me the ability to do the most important thing possible!
 
The Answer

29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: (Then He quotes the most famous passage in the OT)`Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 
37 Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.. 

Orthodox Answer

This is the Shema - something every Jew had to stop twice a day and recite.  

Jesus couldn’t have offered a more orthodox answer.  There is nothing He could have said that would have had more widespread and heartfelt agreement than this.

The Lord is making it clear that their rejection of Him is rooted not in any legitimate doctrinal dispute, but out of personal animosity.

Jesus was as orthodox as He could possibly be.

This is the perfect time for us to be looking in to this, because of what we just studied.

We just finished a study of Genesis one, and the big front page headline from that chapter is this: “The Creator Has Affection For His Creation”  (If you were not here for the sermon on Day 5, get tape 132, because the concept of blessing is very important)

So it’s fitting now that we should look at the command for us to love God.

We live in a culture that has marginalized God.  Aside from using His name as an empty expletive, they speak very seldom of Him.

And when the do say something, it is rarely ever personal in nature.

People will talk about believing or not believing in God (not in the sense of trusting Him, but simply acknowledging the existence of some deity).

And some even go to the extreme of trying to obey His commands from time to time.

It’s definitely out of vogue now, but years ago there used to be a sense in the general culture that it is a good thing to fear God.  Someone might say, “I’m a God-fearing man.”

So you can hear talk from our secular culture about believing in God – maybe on rare occasions a comment or two about obeying Him or even fearing Him…

but when is the last time you turned on the nightly news, or a secular radio talk show, or read a letter to the editor or saw a line in a magazine article that mentioned anything anywhere close to loving God?

There may be a few left would say they I’m a God-fearing person, but when have you ever even so much as heard the expression, “I’m a God-loving person”?

Even for very religious people, God is generally thought of as someone to be appeased, so He doesn’t create problems for you, or someone to be used, so you can get what you want or get out of some trouble.

It’s not that they don’t have access to Jesus’ words.  Jesus said the chief commandment is to love God, and the second is to love your neighbor as yourself.  

Our culture has certainly picked up on the second commandment.  Everybody loves the Golden Rule.  

Just about anyone can quote it.  There is almost unanimous agreement that it is a good standard.  It is referred to constantly.

And yet the greatest commandment is almost completely unknown.

About 300 years ago Henry Scougal wrote this: “The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love.”  (Pleasures of God p.18)

You can measure the excellency of a soul by observing what that soul loves.  The greater the object of your affections, the higher is your level of value and excellence.

If that principle is true, think of what an indictment that is on our culture, for which love for God isn’t even on the map.

I believe it is true – not because Henry Scougal wrote it in his book 300 years ago, but because God wrote it in His Book thousands of years ago.

We find examples of that principle scattered throughout Scripture – the measure of a soul is the object of it’s love.

Evil people are evil because of what they love, and righteous people are righteous because of what they love.

2Ti 3:1-5
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. They will be terrible because the people will be so bad, and it’s all about what they love.  2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God

It’s interesting that Am.5:15 doesn’t say “Do good and avoid doing evil.”  It just says, Hate evil, love good; 

Ps 97:10
Let those who love the LORD hate evil

Ps 119:104
I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.


1Ti 3:3  An elder in the church must not be one who is a lover of money but one who loves what is good (Tit 1:8)

Ro.12:9
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

Ro.7:15-16
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 

Ro.7:22
For in my inner being I delight in God's law

So the measure of a soul is what it loves, and for the people in our culture, the notion of loving God hasn’t even crossed their minds.

And by their widespread knowledge of the second commandment, they complete neglect of the first commandment speaks volumes.

They have intentionally rejected it.

They might believe in God, obey God, fear God, debate about God, appease God, used God, even pray to God…but you never hear a word about loving Him.

But none of that should come as any surprise.  

My father has traveled around the country and trained other scientist on various procedures over the years.  And there are many who are aware that he exists, and they may talk about believing him, agreeing or disagreeing with him, following his procedures, reading what he has written, having a favorable or unfavorable view of him…

But the only people that would talk about loving him are the people who know him personally. 

That’s how it is with God too.

A reasonable command?

Some people have wondered if this is a reasonable command for God to give.  How can God command people to love Him? 

Isn’t forced love a contradiction in terms?  Isn’t it true that love loses its meaning if it is not voluntary? 

That would be a valid criticism if God forced us to love Him, but that’s not what a command does.  

A command is simply an expression of the will of God.  

And anything that the Creator desires ought to be felt as an obligation for the creation.

If I express my will, that’s just another person’s desire – it may be good; it may be bad.  

But if the Creator wills something, if He desires something, His wish should be our command, because He only desires the best possible things.

Forcing us is the exact opposite of what God did.  He had every right to force us to our knees if He wanted to, but instead He gives us the ability to choose and then He calls to us and draws us and woos us and reasons with us.

Yes, He does pursue us, but He does not force us against our will.  

Some people teach that God’s drawing is irresistible.  But Acts 7:51 says You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!

Lk 7:30
the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves,

Mt.23:37
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together…but you were not willing.

Ez.24:13
I tried to cleanse you but you would not be cleansed from your impurity, you will not be clean... 

There is nothing unreasonable at all about God’s approach – especially when you consider it was He who first loved us.

1Jn 4:19
We love because he first loved us.

1Jn 4:10
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Eph.2:3-5
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved.

He didn’t have to do that, but He did.  And given that who could possibly suggest that it is somehow unreasonable for God to desire that we love Him?

Is it unreasonable for someone getting married to expect the person to pledge lifelong love at the ceremony?  And that is from an equal.  

Certainly our Creator has the right to call for at least as much as another creature.

According to Rilply’s Believe It Or Not, the longest love letter ever written was written in 1875, by a Persian Painter.  He wrote “I love you” 1000 times for every year, so the letter was “I love you” repeated 1,875,000 times.

Not being a fool, he hired a secretary to do it.

But also not wanting to diminish the gesture, he dictated each one individually.  

Riply: “Never was love made manifest by such an expenditure of time and effort.”

Believe it or not?  Not.  I believe he wrote the letter, but that was not the greatest manifestation of love ever.  God loved us in setting aside the glories of heaven, becoming a human being, taking the punishment for our sin upon Himself on the cross, and rising from the dead and offering us new life in Him.

That’s the greatest expression of love ever.  And Christians throughout the ages have joyfully endured unspeakable tortures and death in a response of love.  Tens of thousands of others have lived their whole lives fully devoted to him. 

Because the greatest expression of love ever calls for the greatest response possible for us.

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength

There is a greatest command, and it is to love God with all your being.  The central body of your purpose statement should revolve around loving God with all your being and only from there progress to the more specific aspects of your unique calling.

If you love God, you are doing the most important activity possible. 

President Bush has an important role in this world, but you are doing something more important if you love God with all your being.

Mother Theresa, Martin Luther, the Apostle Paul – they all accomplished important tasks but you are doing something more important if you are loving God with all your being.

Matthew’s translation of Jesus’ words says your are to love God en all your heart…(sphere)
Mark says you are to love God ek all your heart. (source)

Love for God is to fill the whole sphere of your being to the degree that it flows out from you.

heart, soul, mind and strength
Jesus doesn’t just rattle off the list.  He puts words in between each item in the list.  This is a figure of speech called polysyndeton (“many ands”).  

When you give a list and you want the listener to just conceptualize the entire list as a whole, you might use asyndeton (“no ands”).  

We use the same to devices in English.  You might tell a person about your day and say, “I went to Wal Mart, K-Mart, Sears, Target, Walgreens, King Soopers and Albertsons.”

Or you might say, “First I went to Wal Mart, and then I went to K-Mart, and then I went to Sears, and then I went to Target, and then I went to Walgreens, and then I went to King Soopers, and then I went to Albertsons.”

We are communicating slightly different things when we do that.

So think of what Jesus was trying to communicate by throwing in the words and with all your in-between each term instead of just saying, “heart, soul, mind and strength.”

The point is to slow you down and make you consider each term.  

He doesn’t want to compress the idea, He wants to expand it and stretch it out as wide as possible.

The word all (or whole) is repeated each time.  It’s not enough that I love God with my heart and my soul and my mind and may strength – but all my heart…

It’s not just that I love God with each part of my being, but that I love Him will all of each part of my being.

One thing this list does for us is remind us to maintain a balance in our understanding of how to measure our love for God.  We always want to oversimplify complex things, and love is a very complex thing.

The point of mentioning heart, soul, mind and strength is not so much to divide up man into separate parts, but to cover all the various facets and angles of love.

When we see that we are to love God with all our heart we understand that there is indeed an emotional component to love.  Those who say loving God is nothing more than obeying or being committed to God are mistaken.

Loving God with your whole being includes your emotions, because that’s part of your whole being.

However, some people get out of balance in favor of emotions, and start to think that’s the primary (or only) indicator of love.

Some people devote their whole Christian walk, and all of their energy in worship to seeking an emotional feeling about God, as if that were the most important part of love.

Others doubt their salvation, because they don’t feel intense emotions for God.

Others say it’s only a matter of the will – a commitment. 

But love for God is not one-dimensional.  It pervades the whole person and touches every aspect of your being.

Commitment and discipline can only carry you so far.  You remain devoted to the things that from deep down inside you at the core of your being you prefer above all other things.

And preferring has an emotional component, and volitional component, an intellectual component, a psychological component, a physical component and a spiritual component.

People who are very emotional find it to be very pronounced in that area.  

People who are very cognitive find it to be prevalent in their thoughts about God.  

Strong-willed people who love God find themselves tenacious and unbending in their love for God.

So various people sense the emphasis in varying ways, but for anyone love always involves the whole person.

If you love someone with all your being it means 
you admire that person
you trust that person, 
you take pleasure in that person
you seek that person’s pleasure,
you are loyal to that person,
you are satisfied with that person
you conform your will to that person’s will
you think about that person
you hold that person in high regard
you speak will of that person…

Every part of your being – every last one of your faculties, contributes.

with all your heart

Loving from the heart means to love someone to the fullest extent possible.  Your heart is your truest self.  
1 Pe.1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.
(Now that your love is genuine, work on making it deep – in other words, from the heart.  The word deeply carries the idea of fervency and constancy.  Your love should be earnest and relentless.)

Love begins as a decision of the will.  But it should not remain only a commitment.  It should develop in depth and progress toward something that is fervent and continuous and relentless, because it arises from deep inside you.

That’s what it means to love from the heart.

and with all your soul

Determining the difference between the soul and spirit is not something that we can do with precision.  In fact, Heb.4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow…

Some Bible teachers read that and think, “Oh, that’s no big deal – I could do that…” and then whip out their little definition of heart and definition of soul.

But it’s not that simple.  It’s an area of mystery.  About all we can say is that the immaterial part of you is complex.  There are various parts that overlap and effect one another, and only God can understand the clear boundaries between them.

In the NT the word soul is usually translated “life.”  

Jn.10:17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my soul -- only to take it up again.
Jn.15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his soul for his friends.
1 Th.2:8 We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our souls as well, because you had become so dear to us.
Rev. 12:11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their souls so much as to shrink from death.

Your soul is the part of you that animates your body.

In the OT it very often carries the idea of appetites

Isa.5:13-14
their men of rank will die of hunger and their masses will be parched with thirst. 14 Therefore the grave enlarges its appetite NEPHESH) and opens its mouth without limit;

Dt.23:24 If you enter your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat all the grapes you want, (lit. you may eat according to the satisfaction of your NEPHESH) but do not put any in your basket.  (If it meant “desire” it would include what they would want to put in a basket.  Here the word only refers to physical hunger at the present time).

Ps. 78:18 They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved.  Lit. demanding food according to their NEPHESH

Jer. 2:24 a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving-- in her heat who can restrain her? 

The human soul is set apart from the animals because it has the capacity for an appetite for God.  
Ps.42:1  My soul thirsts for God.
Ps.63:1 A psalm of David. When he was in the Desert of Judah. O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Ps. 84:2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
Ps. 119:20 My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.
Ps. 119:81 My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your word.
  
So your soul is your life.  It’s what animates your body and makes you conscious, and it’s the seat of your drives and appetites.

That’s why 1 Pe.2:11 says Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.
25
Satan will use your desires to make war on your soul, because your soul is the seat of your appetites, and is that part of you that is responsive to that.

By the way, I searched the Bible to find any other reference to loving someone with your soul, and I only found one – but it’s not about loving God.  In fact, it’s not even about loving each other.  

It’s about God the Father loving God the Son.

Mt.12:18 "Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom My soul delights…

and with all your mind

This isn’t part of the quote from the OT.  Jesus just adds it on.

This word refers to your thoughts and understanding.  

F.D. Brunner: “Good thinking loves God as much as good feeling and good willing, and deserves equal time with these usually more celebrated faculties.

Pascal: “Thought constitutes the greatness of man…Let us endeavor, then, to think well.”

The present trend in Evangelical culture is to minimize the intellect.  But Scripture does just the opposite – it sanctifies the intellect.

1 Jn.5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true.

and with all your strength

This refers to you ability to do things.  It refers to your actions, which are driven by your will, so it includes both the body and the will.  

The will is a major player in the process of loving God.  We are to love God in the things we decide and the way we going about deciding them.

Sin can be defined as any movement of the will away from God.  And so righteousness is any movement of the will toward God.

Some people think of sin as the final act that culminates from all little movements of the will away from God.  But it’s those movements themselves that are sin.

Righteousness is not just some list of deeds.  Righteousness is the moment-by-moment action of the will do decide in favor of God’s will at every point.

And inextricably connected to the will is the body.  Love involves making decisions and then carrying them out.

Actions are not love, but there is no love without action.

Legalists think mere action is love, and they can become like the people who will stand up on Judgment Day and talk about their lives of full-time, high profile ministry all done in the name of Jesus Christ (prophesying, driving out demons, performing many miracles) and Jesus will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  (Mt 7:21-23)

Quietists think they can love God without action and without effort.  They insist they are working hard on loving God in their hearts, but not one drip of literal sweat ever runs down their face as a result of the arduous, zealous outworking of their love for God.

They think all works are legalistic and so they do very little.

Those people can become like the servant who buried his master’s talent in the ground and the master returned and said, You wicked, lazy servant! (Mt 25:26) because whatever his intentions were, he hadn’t done anything.

Work is mentioned last in the list, because works have no meaning without understanding the concept of loving God with all your heart, soul and mind, but…

it is mentioned, because love that involves the heart, soul and mind but not the strength is fictional love.


“How do I know if my deeds are empty works or the outworking of genuine love?”

I think we can get a clue about that from Lk 10:38-42.

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 
41 "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." 

One pastor said, “In other words, a casserole will do.”  

I don’t think that’s the point.

What Mary chose that was better was not inactivity; it was a focus on Christ.  Martha hadn’t chosen the wrong thing by preparing the meal.  If she had done that out of love for Christ and the others it would have been every bit as wonderful as what Mary did.

As you read the account you see a glaring symptom of work that is not done out of love.  You see, when you do something out of love, you love doing it.

But when you find that you resent the work, it may very well be that you resent it because you are not doing it out of love.

When you resent the work, you begin to resent the one you are doing it for.

Who was Martha unhappy with?  Mary?  

Notice when Martha comes out she doesn’t speak to Mary at all.  She marches right out into the living room, blows right past Mary, begins speaking, but not to Mary.  This isn’t directed at Mary.  

Who is the object of her frustration?

40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care…

It bugged her that Mary didn’t help.  But it really bugged her that Jesus was complicit in Mary’s lack of help.

41 the Lord answered, "Martha, Martha," (watch out when the Lord calls your name twice)"you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."

Jesus says, “Isn’t the whole purpose of inviting Jesus for dinner to set a context for fellowship and relationship building?   But Martha’s not focused on that.  She’s completely consumed with the work, not the purpose of the work.”

“Martha you are so focused on doing for Me that it has robbed you of time with Me, so right now you don’t even want to do for Me anymore.”  

“You want to resign from your kitchen duties and blame Me for your decision to resign when I didn’t require all that of you in the first place.”

Work done for Him out of love is worship.  Work done out of resentment approaches blaspheme.  

It’s not that you don’t do work for Him.  It’s just that you don’t let the work eclipse the Him for whom you are doing it.

That can happen to a whole church 

Rev. 2:1-7
He starts out by commending them for some things:
2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 

What a church!  This is the dream church.  It’s the church every pastor fantasizes about.  

They weren’t lazy.  They were hard working.  The pastors didn’t have to cajole people into serving.  They were energetic, and the people rolled up their sleeves and jumped in to ministry.

They had people waiting in line to teach Sunday School, everybody wanted to get on the setup crew, people fought over who was going to get to clean up after potlucks.

He also mentions their perseverance.  They weren’t a flash in the pan.  They didn’t get all revved up for a couple months and then peter out. 

He praises them for their orthodox doctrine, and that is emphasized more than anything, because it’s so important.  While other churches in the area were condemned by Christ in very harsh terms for tolerating heresy, this church was praised for being doctrinally sound.

They were careful, faithful interpreters of Scripture and guarded the Gospel.

They were also a persecuted church.  They were suffering hardship for the name of Christ, and did not grow weary.  No matter what the world inflicted upon them they didn’t flinch in their steadfastness.

What a church!  They win the healthy church of the millennium award hands down, right?

4 Yet I hold this against you: 

What?  He’s going to complain about this church?  Is the Lord that picky?  Do we read this and say, “Leave it to Him to find something wrong with everything”?

Look at His criticism:
You have forsaken your first love. 

They had abandoned the kind of love they initially had for the Lord.

This is something no one but the Lord could possibly see.  But what an indictment!


What is first love?  You remember first love (take as long as you need).  First love was when you didn’t keep track of whose turn it was to do a chore.  (“I took out the trash the last 6 times…”)

5Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. 

Last I checked you only repent of sin.

Losing your first love is sin.  If the greatest law is to love God, then the greatest lawlessness is losing your first love.

Conclusion
We are coherent, unified beings, and so to truly love requires a love that is 
·	it is the governing influence of the heart.
·	it is expressed in the emotions, 
·	it is the object of the thirst of the soul
·	directed and controlled and shaped by the mind, 
·	it is set into motion by the will 
·	and carried out in the actions of the body

Adam Clarke: 
Answering the question, “Who loves God with all his heart?”

1. It’s the one who loves God with all his heart who loves nothing in comparison to him, and nothing but in reference to him (you love other things, but only in reference to Him – that means everything in your life is looked at only as it relates to Him) who is ready to give up, do, or suffer anything in order to please and glorify him:-who has in his heart neither love nor hatred, hope nor fear, inclination, nor aversion, desire, nor delight, but as they relate to God, and are regulated by him.

2. It’s the one who loves God with all his soul, who is ready to give up life for his sake-to endure all sorts of torments, and to be deprived of all kinds of comforts, rather than dishonour God:-who employs life with all its comforts, and conveniences, to glorify God in, by, and through all:-to whom life and death are nothing, but as they come from and lead to God. 

4. It’s the one who loves God with all his mind who applies himself only to know God, and His holy will:-who receives with submission, gratitude, and pleasure, the sacred truths which God has revealed to man:-who studies no art nor science but as far as it is necessary for the service of God, and uses it at all times to promote his glory-
who banishes from his understanding and memory every useless, foolish, and dangerous thought, together with every idea which has any tendency to defile his soul, or turn it for a moment from the center of eternal repose. 

4. It’s the one who loves God with all his strength (Mk 12:30; Lk 10:27) who exerts all the powers of his body and soul in the service of God:-who, for the glory of his Maker, spares neither labour nor cost-who sacrifices his time, body and health for the honour of God his divine Master:-who employs in his service all his goods, his talents, his power, credit, authority, and influence.

… O glorious state! far, far, beyond this description! which comprises an ineffable communion between the ever-blessed Trinity and the soul of man!

Benediction: Php.1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.


