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The Greatest of These  pt.2	    1 Co.13:4-6	tape 147	8-25-2002
(greatest-virtue-02-2002 – Part 02 – Love is Patient & Kind)


And now I will show you the most excellent way. 
Gifts without Love are Worthless 
If in the tongues of men I speak and of the angels, but love I do not have, I became a noisy brass or clanging cymbal 2 and if I have prophecy and I have come to know all the mysteries and all the knowledge, and if I have all the faith so as to remove mountians, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 even if I give all my possessions and if I hand over my body that I may boast, but love I do not have, I achieve nothing.

Clarification: Remember it doesn’t say the gifts become nothing.  It says I become nothing.  

There is still some benefit that can come through a gift not motivated by love (the poor may get a meal out of it), but I am still nothing.

So, now we have seen this absolutely vital thing.  Paul has stretched the limits of human language in describing its importance.  So what is it?

What is Love?
Obviously, from v.3 we know that the KJV translation is way off the mark.  Love is not merely charity, because v.3 says you can show charity without having love.

Corinth was a center of pagan worship, and the believers in the Corinthian church were still very influenced by that.

The fundamental basis underlying that system of worship was eros, which is another Greek word for love. The pagan Greek writers chose that term to describe it, because it’s a word that highlights the sensual. 

It carries emotive, erotic, sensual, and ecstatic nuances (Thiselton 1034). 

Everything that happened in their pagan worship was dominated by the senses.  It was all driven by what they felt.  The more intense the feelings, the more profound the worship. 

That’s why for them the highest level of worship involved drunkenness and orgies.  Alcohol and the temple prostitutes were a critical part of achieving the eros-driven worship that was the goal of their religion.

That kind of an approach to worship is wrong not only because of all the sinful activity, but because of the underlying attitude of selfishness.  

The whole system focused the worshipper’s attention on himself.  The question was always, “What am I feeling? What am I experiencing?”

That’s no surprise, because that’s always the tendency of the sinful human heart.  We fight the same temptation.

We come to worship God, and we find that in the middle of the worship service, instead of focusing on God, we are sitting there thinking, “How much do I like this song?  How much do I like this music, tempo, volume, arraignment, etc.?”

So Paul says, “Yes, the fundamental basis for worship is love – but not eros.  It’s agape. 

The meaning of agape is not so much in the Greek word as in the NT teaching.  There was nothing special about the word agape until the NT writers came along and used that word to describe the love of God.

(In 2 Sam.13:15 the word agape is used in the LXX to describe the “love” Ammon had for his sister when he raped her).

Of the various Greeks words that could have been used, agape was chosen, most likely, for two reasons:
1.	It didn’t carry as much baggage of wrong, worldly ideas about love
2.	It came the closest to have a nuance of being more concerned with the object’s welfare than about my own attraction to the object.
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Paul does not define love.  Instead he personifies it, and gives a description of its actions. 

His goal is not to lay down a precise, abstract definition.  His goal is to show you a portrait of a person who loves.  (And no doubt it’s Christ who is sitting for this portrait).
Love is shined like a beam of light through the prisim of the mind of God and it explodes into this brilliant rainbow of the various colors and facets of love that spill all over the pages of 1 Cor.13.

Our translations translate each description as an adjective, but in the Greek they are verbs.  It’s difficult to translate that idea exactly, but we can get a little bit of the idea if we translate this way:

4 Love waits patiently, love shows kindness, etc.

Unexpressed Christian love is an absolute oxymoron.  It’s like talking about an unexpressed hug.  There’s no such thing, because if it’s not expressed, it doesn’t exist.

It’s also interesting that Paul never speaks of loving (X loving Y).  It doesn’t take an object here.

That also gives us a clue as to the nature of Christian love.  It is subject driven not object driven (you are the subject, and the one being loved is the object).  

The lower forms of love are object driven.  For example, romantic love and sexual love are driven mostly by how attractive the object appears to you.

Friendship tends to be object driven as well (although not as much as romantic love).  You tend to befriend those you enjoy – the ones that have something to offer (the kind of conversation you enjoy, the kind of humor you like, etc.)

Subject driven love is unaffected by the object.  It just pours itself out on everyone around because that’s its nature.

That’s why God shines the sun and sends the rain on the righteous and unrighteous.  

You don’t have to meet any standards to be loved by someone with Christian love – all you have to do is be in the room.

It’s love that shines like a light bulb (rather than a laser beam).  

The first two descriptions are stated positively, followed by eight descriptions of what love doesn’t do, followed by four short, staccato truths about love.

What Love Does
4 Love waits patiently

To the degree that Christian love is responsive to the object, it responds not to attractiveness, but to need.  More than anything else, love cares about what a person needs.

And since we are dealing with all sinful people, one of the chief needs is patience.  You need people to give you a break and be patient with you.  I need people to cut me some slack and be patient with me.

All imperfect people need you to be patient with them for the rest of the time they remain imperfect.

1 Thes.5:14 tells us how to respond to each category of people.  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

Those who are idle need you to warn them.  
Those who are timid need you to encourage them.  
Those who are weak need you to help them.  
But everyone needs you to be patient with them.

The first time a form of this word appears in the NT is in Mt.18:26,29, in the parable of the unforgiving servant.

Remember that parable?  The servant owes countless millions, and asks the master to be patient until he pays it all back.  Instead, the master just cancels the debt.

Then that servant goes right out and finds a fellow servant comes who owes him a debt that could be paid, and that servant says to the servant who had just been forgiven the exact same words he had just used, “Be patient with me.”  

I bring that up not to make a point about forgiveness, but just to give you a feel for the meaning of the word.  Asking for patience is basically asking for another chance.

You trust me.  You count on me.  I let you down.  You have every reason in the world to write me off.  

But patience will give me another chance.

Are you patient?  Will you give someone another chance?  And another?  And another?

Or are you the type who once someone blows it with you they can never get back into your good graces?

From then on you are down on that person, and you just keep noticing the things he does wrong, you notice his mistakes and weaknesses, and you allow your opinion of him to become lower and lower – and no matter what he does there is no way out for him.

He can never get out of your doghouse.

And you can justify it in your mind easily enough.  If someone asks you why you are so down on that person, you’ve got a list a mile long of reasons.

Patience is kind of irrational in that way.  Every one of those items on the list may be legitimate complaints that have not been addressed.  But patience will just crumple it up, and throw it away, and give him another chance.

It’s interesting that the very first item in the list assumes an unattractive object.  Right off the bat we know we are dealing with loving someone who requires patience.

The word literally means “to suffer a long time without getting mad.” 

There are two parts to suffering a long time without getting mad: 1) the not getting mad part and 2) the long time part.

1. Not Getting Mad

One myth we need to conquer in the Christian life is the lie that someone can make you mad.  Nobody makes you mad.  You just get mad.  (See, some of you are doing it right now)

Anger is just as much of a choice as love is.  

If you were on a game show, and they said you would win 10 million dollars if you didn’t get mad, and then they had someone say something disrespectful, or they put you in a car in the parking lot and had another car cut in front of you, or they hid your keys so you couldn’t find them for several minutes…

Do you think you would get mad?  You would probably have the biggest, silliest grin on your face you’ve ever had.

We get mad, because we look at an event from the point of view of what we think our best interests are.  

Someone does something that isn’t the ideal thing for fulfilling our desires, and we target all our thoughts on that from a selfish point of view, and we get mad.

But if you look at things from the perspective of love – what is in the other person’s best interests, no one can make you mad.

If Tracy and I are driving two cars somewhere, and she needs to merge into heavy traffic, I’ll do everything I possibly can to enable her to safely get in – even if I have to hit my brakes and slow down to let her in.

I’m happy to do that, because I love her.

But where there is no love, there is selfish anger.  And where there is anger, there is retaliation.

I want you to think through, for a moment, the issue of retaliation.  How do we retaliate against each other?

The first thing that generally comes to mind when you hear the word “retaliation” is something real overt – someone hits you and you hit him back.

But we are much more subtle than that.  How do we retaliate?

·	By not giving the person the benefit of the doubt in your own mind
·	By not really overtly gossiping, but not portraying the person in the most favorable light when you talk about him
·	By not having him over for dinner, by being too busy when he needs help with someone, by striking up a conversation with someone else to avoid having to talk to him…

Our methods of retaliation are so subtle that very often you aren’t even consciously aware of what you are doing.  That’s why the only way to prevent it is to actually love the person.

The other part of patience is…
2. Waiting (Lk.18:7 it’s translated “delay” – God will not delay in answering our prayers)

The idea is not giving the person a day or two.  I think the idea is that you give the person time to grow and change.  This kind of waiting is measured more in years than it is in hours or days.

Reserve judgment on people who aren’t meeting your expectations.  Procrastinate on thinking about what they are doing wrong.

Part of your role in the Body of Christ is to be served by the rest of the Body through our gifts.  That sounds like a wonderful role, but it requires great patience on your part, because none of us are what we should be when it comes to ministering our gifts.

When you come to church, you really ought to have an idea pastor.  Instead you have me, so you have to be patient.  And you have to continue to be patient only for a relatively short time – just during this mist of a life on earth – only until I die, or you die, or Christ returns.

When you come to worship, the music should be perfect.  For the kind of worship we were designed for, we should have perfect musicians and worship leaders and songs and instruments.  

Instead, we have imperfect ones, and so we all have to be patient.  

The people who are to be showing mercy need your patience, the people who are encouragers need your patience, the people who are givers, servers, teachers, leaders, etc. all need your patience. 

We are great at being patient with people who don’t do anything to make us mad.  But that’s not patience.  This word has to do with time – suffer a long time.

If you are going to suffer a long time without getting mad or retaliating, when does the clock start on that time?  The moment they first start doing something that would normally make you mad.

Almost everyone – including unbelievers, will suffer a short time without reacting.  Suffering a short time is not patience.

So how long is long?  It would certainly have to be longer than short, right?  There is no Christian love until you suffer longer than the normal, “reasonable” length of time to put up with someone. 

Again, just think about the body analogy.  How long will your body put up with a malfunctioning member?  Indefinitely.

Your body doesn’t say to your broken arm, “You’ve got a week to get back to full strength, otherwise I’m cutting you off.”

It not only waits however long it takes to heal, but in the mean time it fills in and compensates for that arm’s duties.

Kindness

love shows kindness
The noun and adjective form of this word appear very often in the NT, but this is the only place we see it as a verb.  It may be that Paul coined a new word, just so he could highlight the proactive idea he’s trying to communicate.

Christian love takes the initiative to be kind.  

The noun is crhsto,thj (krestotes), one of the most beautiful words in the Greek language.

It refers to a warm, generous welcome.  A soothing, gracious, sweet disposition. 

It’s used of wine that has become mellow with age and lost its harshness 

It’s the counterpart to sternness. (Ro.11:22)  Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 

We should all seek to be like this in our general disposition all the time.  And I think most of  you are.  There are few if any in our church who are just generally grumpy and ill tempered all the time.

But by pairing this up with patience, I think the idea is not just that you are kind in your general disposition, but that you are kind while you are having to be patient.  

That is, someone has done something that would normally cause you to want to retaliate, but out of love you are not retaliating.  It is at that moment we should strive to have a sweet, mild, generous, kind attitude and demeanor.  

Let me just state this theological principle as simply as I can: when someone does something that hurts or irritates you, stay in a good mood.

It is not loving to be in a bad mood.  You may be refusing to retaliate.  You may even be doing kind things like helping with the dishes after your wife has just done something to irritate you, but the fact remains that if you are moping around in a bad mood, that’s not loving.

Few things are more common to humanity than the reality of emotional swings.  Some of us swing a lot farther than others, but everyone experiences highs and lows.

But I’ve never in my life found a verse in the Bible that says we have the option of postponing godly character until our mood passes or until we get over whatever is bugging us.

In fact, the test of real love is what are you like right at the moment of being hurt or irritated.  

In Gn.26 Isaac kept digging wells, and then people would come along and want to argue over the water rights.  And instead of fighting over them, Isaac just moved on and dug another well somewhere else, and someone else would start disputing about that one.  Finally he dug one that no one disputed.

Kindness is like that.  It would rather give to you than fight with you.

Kind people are easy to get along with, because they say, “If we can’t agree that the well is mine, let’s just agree that it’s yours.  And I’ll move on to somewhere else.”

They would rather loose an argument than fight.

The root meaning is of usefulness.  The idea is that you become useful to others.

Mt.11:28-30   "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is krestotes and my burden is light."  

Christ’s yoke is useful.  It’s kind in that it fits perfectly, it’s comfortable, it doesn’t chaff against the neck or press against the throat – you can pull a heavy load with it and you hardly feel it. 

Christian love doesn’t have rough edges.  There are some people in the church who really don’t care if they offend you or intimidate you or make you uncomfortable.  

There are some who are so self-focused, that they don’t realize they are so rough on the edges that everyone who encounters them at church walks away bruised and bleeding.

These two are grouped together because they go together.  We see them as two sides of the coin of God’s love in Ro.2:4  do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance? 

God is both patient and kind.  He is passive regarding our sin and active regarding His grace toward us.

God is Kind
If you made a list of every time this word appears in the Bible, and you threw a dart at the list, chances are the dart would hit a verse that is talking about the kindness of God (used more often of Him than as a command for us).

God is Kind.  

1Pe.2:2-3    Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is kind. 

If a person has any concept at all of how kind God really is – if he has so much as tasted it, he would crave what God has to offer like a newborn craves milk.

Lk.6:35-36  love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then … you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 

The Kindness of God Expressed in Christ
The ultimate expression of God’s kindness is in Christ.
Eph.2:6,7 God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

In the coming ages – the ages that will come after this present age, it is important to God that people and angels and heavenly beings understand exactly how rich His grace really is.  Evidently, up to this point they don’t.  I’m sure the angels have a high view of God’s grace, but it is important to God that in the ages to come it be made more clear exactly how rich and overwhelming His grace is.

So to accomplish that, He is expressing incredible kindness to us now in Christ.

Tit 3:3-5  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us

The cross really settles the issue of whether or not God is kind, but His kindness doesn’t end there. Ro.8:32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

Every person on the planet has personally experienced the kindness of God, and continues to experience it with every breath he takes.

Ps 119:64 says that the earth is filled with His love

Some people are so oblivious to God’s constant track record of showing kindness that you hear them say things like, “Maybe by some crazy fluke things will go well for me tomorrow.” or “We have a picnic scheduled that day, so I’m sure it will rain.”

Or how about this, “With my luck, this whole thing will turn out to be a disaster.”

We say things like that all the time, but why?  Are we forgetting Who is in charge of “luck”?  Do we really believe the one who controls what we call luck is unkind?

Maybe in cases like that we would do better to drop the word luck, so we get a good understanding of what we are saying, “With my Heavenly Father in charge, I’m sure this will turn out to be a disaster.”
Ps 103:11-17  as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him 

Ps 63:3 my lips will glorify you Because your love is better than life
We have a built in love for life.  A man will sweat or bleed or even part with limbs in order to preserve his life.  Life is more important to us than almost anything.

But His love is better – better than life itself.  God’s love is better than life at its best.  Life can offer nothing that competes.  

We Should Recognize It So We Don’t Show Contempt
God is exceedingly kind to you, and failing to recognize that is a serious matter.

Ro.2:3-4 …do you think you will escape God's judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance? 

Focus on the phrase the riches of his kindness

God says He is kind.  He has given proof that He is kind.  He has flooded you with kindness.  

That’s another reason why greed and discontent are such evil things.  Covetousness is the refusal to believe that God is kind.  “I have to grab as much as I possibly can.  I have to generate my own happiness, because God will never provide it.  I have to get my hands on way more than I need, because God won’t take care of me in the future….”

riches  not just kindness, but the full extreme of kindness.

People show contempt for that.  Presuming upon God’s kindness = showing contempt for His kindness.

People just go through life and drink it all in every day  -  just soak up God’s kindness.  And they imagine that God’s kindness to them implies they will be exempt from judgment.  

They are oblivious to the fact that the purpose of the kindness is to bring them to repentance – not to imply that they don’t need to repent.

We do it too - we go right into a sin and expect mercy, and demand more kindness.  

We get so we don’t see God’s nature as merciful and loving and kind - we just see our own nature as deserving!

Then we imagine we deserve even more than we have been given, and we start to complain, and then we think of God as evil for not complying!

The Lord is so kind to us.  Why do we always want to revert to sin to gain the worthless little pleasures that don’t even begin to compare to what the Lord offers?
2Sa.12:7-9  This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: `I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I gave your master's house to you... I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.  9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes?

That’s the way God is.  He just shows us kindness after kindness… and then He’s more than ready to give more  - even in the face of our ingratitude!  He’s so kind!

In light of all that, is it too much for God to ask that you be kind to people?

Ask yourself, are you kind to your family members?  Spouse?  Siblings?  Children?

Some husbands will work hard 70 hours a week to provide for their family, but they are unwilling to be kind to them in any other way.  

Some mothers will cook and clean and 100 other things, but they won’t speak kindly to their children.

Some teenagers are so consumed with being cool that they think they are exempt from being kind – especially to family members.

When we are like that, we are showing contempt toward God’s kindness to us: “You weren’t kind enough to me, God, for me to be willing to be kind.”

Sure, you gave up the glories of heaven, suffered as a man, bore all my sin on the cross, endured the wrath of God and paid my debt – the equivalent of eternity in hell for me… but that’s not enough to motivate me to use a soft, friendly tone of voice with my spouse when I’m in a bad mood.

Sure you gave me life and breath and health, and you sustain me every moment.  But that’s not enough kindness to motivate me to play a game with my kids when I’d rather watch TV.

I understand that every last item in my home was a gift from You – a kindness I didn’t deserve.  And yes, if I were to make a list of all those things, it would be a long list.  But that’s not enough.  You didn’t give me enough to make me willing to leave a generous tip.

I can’t share anything with anyone – for all I know You will fail to take care of me tomorrow, so I’d better stockpile now.

Yes, I understand that every bite of food I’ve ever put in my mouth Has been a direct expression of your kindness to me, and yes, You have given me a lot of meals.  And I fully expect that You will continue to provide meals for me every day until the day I die – but that’s not enough for me to be willing to invite someone who is discouraged over for dinner.  That would be a drain on my whole evening!

I really doubt there is anyone who has any kind of awareness at all of God’s kindness, who has any problem at all being kind to others.

The world is kind of intrigued by the idea of random acts of kindness.  It’s a nifty idea.  It warms their heart.  Periodically, when the mood hits you, do a kind deed out of the blue.  Some people think that would change the world.

It won’t.  God doesn’t want random acts of kindness.  Random kindness here and there, once in a while when you feel like isn’t anything like what God calls for.

He calls us to be kind.  It should be our nature.  
It shouldn’t be random; it should be purposeful.  
It shouldn’t be occasional; it should define your life.
It shouldn’t be sporadic.  It should our first impulse.  

Is it a good thing to just do some random thing like feed someone’s parking meter?  Sure.  That’s great.  But you will go a lot farther toward changing the world if you show kindness to your family every day as a way of life.  

How Do We Do It?
How do we gain a better appreciation of God’s love?

1. Pray for it.
People are into praying the prayer of Jabez.  If you want a prayer to pray, how about Ps.17:7  Show the wonder of your great love,

Let me see it.  Let me understand it.  You don’t need to love me any more, Lord, just open my eyes and remove the blindness that keeps me from seeing it.

I understand the fact of Your love, but open my eyes to the wonder of Your love.

Soften the cold dullness of my heart that fails to be warmed by Your love.  Let the reality of it penetrate me.  Remind me to think about it and talk about it.

1. Think about it.

It’s easy to loose sight of God’s love.  Sometimes for the life of you, you just can’t imagine it because of what you are suffering.

Ps 77:4-78:1  
You kept my eyes from closing; I was too troubled to speak. 5 …My heart mused and my spirit inquired: 
7"Will the Lord reject forever?  Will he never show his favor again? 8 Has his unfailing love vanished forever? Has his promise failed for all time?  9 Has God forgotten to be merciful?
Has he in anger withheld his compassion?"
  
We have all experienced something of that.  We have all gotten to a point of wondering if our time in the desert will ever end.  In times like that it seems impossible to think of God as kind.

How do you escape that?

10 Then I thought, "To this I will appeal: the years of the right hand of the Most High." 11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD… and he goes on to talk about the deliverance from Egypt.

You can’t see God in day to day life.  When you get laid off at work because of some dumb management decision, there’s no narrator who says, “And the Lord God decided to move him from that job to another one in order to…”

When you get a pleasant surprise, there is no narrator who says, “And God richly blessed him with…”

From our perspective it seems like things just happen, purely because of natural causes.  That’s why we can loose sight of God’s kindness even while being flooded with it.

When that happens we need to do what the Psalmist did – look back into Scripture where God is not so invisible.  You can see Him act.  The narrator often does tell you what is happening in the big picture.

In fact, you can even do that in your own life if you think back far enough.  
Ps.94:18-19  When I said, "My foot is slipping," your love, O LORD, supported me. 19 When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.

For some reason, when we look back years ago it’s a little easier to see God’s hand.

So whether it’s Scripture or your own life, if you spend time thinking through God’s acts of live in the past, you can be comforted when you read of how incredibly kind God has been, that He is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Ps.48:9  Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 

Ps 107 is a long Psalm about God’s love.  Four times you see the phrase:  Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men. repeated. 
Then after 42 verses about God’s love, the last line in the Psalm is 43 Whoever is wise, let him heed these things and consider the great love of the LORD. 

----------------

Conclusion:
Lenski: Instead of describing love in terms of wonderful things it does, Paul “prefers to show us how the inner heart of love looks, when placed among sinful men and weak and needy brethren.  He does not picture love in ideal surroundings of friendship and affection, where each individual embraces and kisses the other, but in the hard surroundings of a bad world and a faulty Church”



