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Let us Love One Another
God Living in You: Part 2
1 John 4:7-11      12-7-2008

Summary: Love one another because love is from God (and is therefore desirable to experience it flowing through you and valuable to others to receive from you).  It therefore bolsters your assurance and increases your participation in the divine nature.  Increase your awareness that love is from God through prayer.  Love is defined not by our love but by God’s.  It involves emotion (hence the word “love”), sacrifice for the best interests of the beloved, which is spiritual life through the gospel, it initiates and it redeems.
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1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love comes from God and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God remains in us and his love is accomplished in us. 13 We know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever remains in love remains in God, and God in him.

Introduction
Have you ever noticed how few songs there are on the radio about sports?  Sports have been immensely popular in most every culture throughout history.  Think of the millions of people that shell out large sums of money every year to watch football games – baseball, basketball, hockey, soccer.  The average attendance at a football game is 67,000 souls – and that does not even count the people who watch on TV.  Sports is a huge part of our lives, and yet there are hardly any songs about it.
I do not hear a lot of songs about reading either, or going to the movies, or eating.  And yet, it would be impossible to count the number of love songs.  Love is the topic of more songs, books, stories, poems, movies, and plays than any other topic.  It is tough to find a story that does not have some kind of love relationship in it.  Even sci-fi movies, action movies – any kind of movie; they will always have either a romance or a deep friendship or both at the core of the story.  
The human heart longs for that perfect love relationship.  It is a hunger that goes way down deep in the soul.  It is part of the image of God in man.  A person who has free tickets to every sporting event, and who can eat any food he wants to, and has all the money in the world, but does not have anyone who loves him and who does not have anyone he loves… - that is a miserable person.  But a person with rich, deep, thriving love relationships is a happy man no matter what his other circumstances are. 
Think of the impact the presence or absence of love has had on your life.  What happens when your love falters?  You start drifting toward selfishness and your focus turns inward, and your whole life just starts to become hollow and empty.  Isn’t that usually when you are the most depressed?  Isn’t that usually when you are usually the most irritable and unhappy?  And then you move back toward love and your attention turns outward towards others, and your life fills up with meaning and fullness and joy.
So even from an earthly standpoint it is obvious that love is supremely important.  But far more important than that is the fact that God’s Word says that it is supremely important.  I do not know if I could possibly say anything to overstate that.  The statements in Scripture about love are so colossal and huge and sweeping and comprehensive in their breadth and scope it is just amazing.  Jesus said the command to love is the greatest command and the summary of the entire law of God.  In Matthew 25 Jesus described Judgment Day in very simple terms: Those who loved Christians will go to heaven and those who didn’t will go to hell.  1 Corinthians 13 says if you give everything you have to feed the poor and die as a martyr but do not have love it is all worthless.  James said if you do not love the brother in need your faith is dead and you are lost.  Paul said the goal of all his teaching was love.  Nothing is more important than love, and so it is no surprise that John returns to this subject again and again in the book of 1 John.  We have already done two major sections on love – one in chapter 2 and another in chapter 3.  And now here in chapter 4 we come to yet another one, and this one is the most extensive discussion of love in the book.

Motivation: Why do it?

7 Beloved, let us love one another

Jesus made it clear that we are to love everyone – including our enemies. Love for one another is almost always the emphasis in Scripture, but do not take that to mean we have no responsibility to love unbelievers. 
Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith. 
Do not let the “especially” part make you ignore the first part.  We are to work of the good of all men.  Jesus said if you love only your brother how is that different from what unbelievers do? 
Luke 6:27-35 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. …  30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. …32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them.  33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that.  34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full.  35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 
Those are strong words.  We are not just to love one another.  It is crucial that we love enemies and people who are striking us on the cheek and persecuting us and hating us and taking things from us and who are ungrateful and wicked.  So do not let this emphasis on loving one another in the church make you think loving unbelievers isn’t important.  It really is.  But John’s focus here is on love for one another within the Church.  There is something very special about the way believers love other believers.  Jesus did not say, “They will know you are My disciples by the way you love the poor,” or “the world,” or even “by the way you love your enemies.”  He said “They will know you are My disciples by the way you love one another” (Jn.13:35).  That means there should be something about our love for one another that is especially striking.
But on the other hand, there are some serious challenges we face in this matter of loving one another.  And those challenges come in the form of certain people who are just especially hard to love.  For some people, pretty much everybody in the Church is hard to love.  More than once I have had people tell me that it is a lot easier for them to love unbelievers than Christians.  And if that is the case for you, you need to take a close look at whether or not you are saved – since love for the people of God is the supreme mark of genuine faith.
But for most of us, we love most of the folks in the Church – it is just certain ones that we struggle to love.  For you, maybe it is your husband, or your wife.  Or a family member, or someone you are in ministry with.  Or maybe it is someone you don’t have a lot of contact with, but that person really hurt you or worse – they hurt someone close to you, so you just have this ongoing position of being at odds with that person.  In today’s text John is going to do two things.  First he is going to give us some motivations to love, then he will teach us what love is.  And if you want to see that outline for yourself just look at verses 7 and 10.

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for (because)…

Then he goes on to give reasons.

10 This is love…

And he goes on to tell us what love is.  So the outline for this passage is pretty simple – Why? and What?: Reasons for love and the Model of love.
We will start with the why?  What is our motive for loving one another?  To start loving someone you do not love is so hard – it requires an extremely compelling motive.  Ted Engstrom tells the story of an American tourist who was passing by a leprosarium, and saw a lovely young missionary cleaning the putrid sores of a leprous beggar prior to his entering the leprosarium.  It was so revolting and disgusting to the man that he could not even take any pictures.  And in his disgust he said, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.”  To which the young woman responded, “Neither would I.”  But she did it anyway because she had a motivation more compelling than a million dollars.  Loving like God loves requires an incredibly high and powerful motivation.
Is there someone in your life God wants you to love and you don’t think you can do it?  You don’t think you could do it even if someone paid you a million dollars?  Maybe you couldn’t.  But if we understand the motives that John is going to offer in this passage - that will be enough to motivate us.
Because Love is from God
7 Beloved, let us love one another because love is from The word translated “from” is the Greek preposition ek.  John loves that little word.  He used it 34 times just in 1 John.  And when John uses that word and talks about being from God or being from the world or from the devil, it points to more than just origin.  If someone is from the devil that does not mean that person originated with Satan.  It means they are on Satan’s side.  They are sanctioned by him, cooperating with him, allied with him, in step with him, led by him, etc.  So what verse 7 is saying is love for believers is identified with God.  It characterizes what God is doing, so that anyone who has it is on God’s side, is sanctioned by God, approved by God, in step with God, allied with God, led by God, etc. God Literally it says “the love is from God (ho agapon ek tou theou).  The definite article is there to specify that he is talking in particular about the love for one another that he just mentioned.  So he is saying, “Let us love one another because that kind of love is from God.” 

Why should you love that hard to love person?  Because love is from God.  One of the biggest hindrances that keeps you from loving people as you should is thinking that love is from you.  Think about that for a moment – your love is not from you.  It is from God!

Corollary #1 - If it’s from God, it’s good
John’s logic is simple – if something is from God you should want it.  That is a corollary to the statement “Love is from God.”  Do you remember what a corollary is?  In logic, when you say, “If this statement is true, then there are a few other things that also have to be true.”  Those other things are called corollaries.  John has stated that love is from God.  And if that is true there are three other things – three corollaries that also have to be true.

So you should desire to experience it flowing through you
And the first corollary is obvious – if it is from God then it is desirable.  Psalm 36:8 speaks of God’s river of delights.  When I see some dried-up soul in need of love, if I position myself in between God and that person, that river of delights from the heart of God will wash right through me onto this person.  And that makes loving people a delightful experience. Imagine God sent us a prophet who was standing right here with us this morning, and the prophet got up and started handing out free tickets for a 20 minute session where you could walk through that door and on the other side of the door was the favorable presence of Almighty God.  So by grabbing one of these tickets you could have a personal encounter with the Creator where you actually, literally experienced His presence.  Would you take a ticket?  Experiencing the love of God in such a deep way that it flows through you to another person is a direct, personal experience of God.  It is not like an experience of God.  It is an experience of God.   If you think your love comes from you, you won’t appreciate the experience of what is happening when you love.  But if you are aware that it is coming from God you will actually be undergoing a personal encounter with God. Someone may ask, “What if I love someone with the love of God but just don’t realize it?  If I see someone in need, isn’t it enough that I have compassion on that person and show kindness to that person – even if it doesn’t occur to me at the time that it is the love of God that is actually flowing through me?  Why do I have to take the time to think about that?”  Here is why – it is because your interactions with God are the interactions of a personal relationship.  It is not just the carrying out of religious duty.  God is a person with whom you are cultivating a love relationship.  And you cannot deepen a love relationship with someone if you ignore that person during the times of personal interaction.
Suppose you are trying to build a friendship with another person but every time you have the opportunity to experience that person directly - whenever you are in the same room with your friend – you never look at him, never listen to him, don’t have any awareness that he is even there, you are not going to build much of a friendship that way.  You do not deepen your love for God by doing things for Him while your back is turned to Him.  You deepen your love for Him by experiencing Him and enjoying that experience. 
This is not to say showing love apart from conscious awareness of what you are doing is a bad thing.  It is not.  It is a wonderfully good thing.  And it does a lot of good – a whole lot of good.  It is just that it does more good when you are aware of what is going on, because on top of all the other good that is being accomplished, you also have the good of deepening your relationship with God.  If you are trying to teach someone to appreciate aspirin, but whenever you give it to him you crush it up and mix it into his food so he does not even know he’s taking it, then when his headache goes away he is not going to attribute it to the work of the aspirin.  So the fact that love for the brothers is from God helps us love one another because it shows us that when you love other believers you are having a direct encounter with God Himself.

And you should be eager to give it to others
If something is from God that thing is of great value.  So not only is it a delightful thing to experience it flowing through you – but it is even more delightful when you realize what a valuable thing your beloved is receiving from you.  Raise your hand if you have ever been hesitant or reluctant to be involved in ministry to others because of a sense of inferiority or inadequacy.  Most of us face that at some point or another.  We think, “My gifts aren’t all that great.  I’m sitting out of ministry right now because I just don’t have much of anything to offer.  This church doesn’t really need me – they’ve got all kinds of other people who are far more gifted.  What I have to offer just isn’t worthwhile.” 
But the question is not whether what you have to offer is worthwhile.  The question is whether what God has to offer through you is worthwhile.  If love comes from me, it is probably not something people need.  But when I realize that my love is from God, I will realize how much people need it.
If someone gave you a truckload of oranges you might hand some out to folks and you might not.  But if you came across a whole village of people who were dying of scurvy (which is cured by citrus fruit), and you saw little children with their teeth falling out and horrible, painful sores from their lack of vitamin C, suddenly you would realize the incredible value of your truckload of oranges, and that would make you eager to hand them out in the village.

Corollary #2 – Loving others bolsters your assurance of salvation
So John says, “love one another because love is from God.”  And the implied corollary is that love is supremely valuable – both for you to experience as the one loving, and for the person who is receiving the love that is flowing from God through you.  That is the first corollary (and that one is implied); the second one John states explicitly at the end of verse 7. 
7 Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

When you love it proves that you are born of God.  John spent the entire previous chapter making the point that only the people who love in obedience to God’s command are truly born of God.  He has hammered away at that because assurance of salvation is such a crucial component of living the Christian life.  You need assurance to defeat sin through faith in the promises.  You need assurance to have a prayer life that honors God, so you have proper boldness.  You need assurance in order to have proper fellowship with God, so you approach Him in a way that points to Him as a loving father.  You need assurance in order to properly interact with God in the way the parent-child relationship is supposed to be.  If you are truly saved it is vitally important that you be extremely confident that you are saved, and that happens when you love with God-like love, because only saved people love that way.
So why the command?
At this point someone might ask, “If it’s guaranteed that every true Christian will love, why the command?”  If it is already certain that all true Christians will love one another, why does John need to command us to love one another?
For one thing, the reason all true Christians will do it is because all true Christians delight in the will of God.  And the will of God is communicated to us via commands.  So of course we need the commands.  If His commands are our delight because they express His will, then why would He withhold His commands from us?
Secondly, our inclination to obey is guaranteed, but it is not automatic.  You don’t say, “Any healthy child will eat food, therefore you don’t need to feed your child.”  Any healthy child will eat food therefore you feed him.
And third, we need to remember that we have more than one influence at work inside us.  Yes, our new nature compels us toward love.  But our flesh compels us toward selfishness.  And we must labor and struggle and fight and strive to overcome the flesh and the devil and live according to our new nature.  And that brings us to the third corollary.

Corollary #3 - Loving the saints = participation in the divine nature

8 Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love. 

It is absolutely impossible to know God and not love.
But why?  If someone is athletic I can know that person without ever becoming athletic myself.  If someone is intelligent I can know that person without becoming intelligent like them.  If someone is short or tall or loud or funny or kind or angry or whatever – it is possible for me to know that person even if I do not share that attribute.  So why is it impossible to know God without becoming a loving person?
John gives us the answer:

8 Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love. The lack of the article prohibits the reader from taking “God” and “love” as interchangeable.  It is not correct to say “Love is God.”  

Love is such an essential part of God’s nature that the action of knowing Him necessarily results in that part of His nature rubbing off on you.
As we have seen numerous times already in this book, knowing a person does not refer to mere information.  It includes information, It does include information.  God revealed Himself to us so that we could know Him and love Him.  You cannot have intimacy with a person you do not really know.  That is one reason why there tend to be so few deep friendships within the church – because we have developed a church culture where people do not really expose what is really inside them.  We put up a church façade so that we look like an ideal Christian who only struggles with the most minor sins.  If you get in your small group and everyone in the group does nothing but share a lot of superficialities about their lives in the group, that will send a signal that nothing deep is to be discussed.  If all the prayer requests are always only, “Pray for this injury and that sickness and that difficult circumstance” and never, “Pray for my heart.  The past three days I’ve felt distant from God and my prayers are dry and I haven’t shed a tear over my sin in many months,” then the message will be clear that we aren’t dealing with the issues of the heart in this group.  We do the exact opposite of what God did.  When God wanted us to know Him He revealed Himself to us and disclosed to us the exact thoughts of His heart – not in generalities, but in specifics.  He did that so we could know Him, and we need to do that to know one another.  
So information is a key part of knowing someone.  People who think they know God because of religious experiences they have had, or through their own feelings or conjecture about God are kidding themselves.  The only way to know God is through the information about Himself that He revealed in His Word the Bible.       but the main idea is that of relational intimacy.  Knowing someone means experiencing that person in an intimate exchange of love. 
Gn.4:1 Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived. See also Amos 3:2 and Matthew 7:23.

So knowledge of God is a relational, personal, experience of the true God through a mutual exchange of intimacy and love. This is the chief thing God wants from us (Hos.6:1-7) and it is the key to defeating sin and finding peace in your life.  There is a direct correlation between sin and the lack of relational, experiential knowledge of God. (See Hosea 4:1-6, where, because the priests did not properly teach the people how to know (experience intimacy with) God, sin flourished which stripped away all peace and wellbeing from their lives.  But where there is intimate, relational, experiential knowing of God, peace dominates (Isa.11:6-9).  Peter casts the entire Christian life in terms of knowing God (2 Pe1:2-8).  It is through knowing Him that we receive grace and peace (v.2) and all that we need for life and godliness (v.4).  Where there is a lack of peace and wellbeing in your life, the solution is deeper knowledge of God.  Where there is a problem with sin, the solution is a more profound experience of relational, personal intimacy with God.  Where there is a lack of anything you need for life and godliness, the solution is to know Him better.  That is why Paul’s greatest prayer for those he loved was for them to know God better (Eph.1:17).
And when you do that – when you have that kind of relational interaction with God, the byproduct will always be love for the people He loves – 100% of the time.  Knowing God involves gaining insight into what is valuable and not valuable, and what God values is His Son and all who are in His Son.  Knowing God involves becoming more and more inclined to enjoy the things He enjoys, and what God enjoys is that which benefits and blesses His people.  The more relational interaction you have with God the more His will becomes supreme in your affections, and the will of God is that His people be loved.  The more intimately you know God the more His purposes and goals and desires become your purposes and goals and desires, and His purposes and His desires and His goals are all about the expression of His love.  So the more involved you are in knowing God the more you will love His people.  The activity of knowing Him – the activity of being involved in that personal, relational exchange of love with God, will always result in you loving His people more.  So if your love for the saints is weak, that means you only know God a little bit.  You are only having small exchanges of intimacy with Him.  If your knowledge of God is great your love for His people will be great.
So when John says…

Let us love one another because … whoever does not love does not know God because God is love…

what he is saying is the nature of God is so loving that love rubs off on anyone who knows Him, and so “Let us love one another” is another way of saying, “Let’s participate in the nature of God more.”
Did we receive aspects of the nature of God when we were born again?  Yes.  But your participation in that can vary.

2 Peter 1:4,5 Through [His glory and goodness] he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort…

Through faith in His great and precious promises we can participate in the divine nature, therefore we should make every effort to do so. 
Jesus made a very similar statement in the Sermon on the Mount.
Matthew 5:44-45 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. 

The point is not that they should love in order to become sons.  He was already their Father.  The point is they should love in order to experience the fatherhood of God in a greater way– to behave in a manner that is more and more consistent with their status as sons. 
When you have an opportunity to love you should take it - not just so you can behave like God, but so you can be like God.  The love we have for one another is not just a matter of imitating God.  It is more than imitation.  It is family resemblance, and knowing that should serve as a motivation for us to do it more.
We should be like a little toddler who wants to do all the things he sees his father doing just because his father is doing them.  He wants to mow the lawn or go off to work or whatever – not because he has any idea what any of that actually means, but just because they are the things his dad does.
As children of God we should be delighted at the chance to do what God does.  But in loving people we go beyond doing what God does.  We also join close by His side in feeling what He feels.  When you feel the same thing a loved one is feeling, and that drives you to join by his side in what he is doing, that draws you close to that loved one.  So love one another in order to be near to the heart of God.
How to increase your awareness of the origin of your love
So if we had a better awareness of the origin of our love we would be much more motivated to love because…
1) anything from God is good to experience, and 
2) we would see the enormous treasure people are actually receiving from us when we love them, and
3) loving others would increase our assurance of salvation, and
4) loving others would give us a greater participation in the divine nature.
So how do you train your heart to have more of that awareness – greater realization that the love in your heart is from God?  Chances are you already knew that love is from God, and yet you still struggle to love people.  Something has to happen to make that truth more of a governing reality in your affections.  And one way to do that is to step up your efforts to seek it from God.  If you want to train your heart to realize that something is from God, then seek that thing from God.
And the key to that is prayer.  One thing the Lord has been teaching me lately is the connection between depending on God for something and the urgency and frequency of my prayers for that thing.  When I am really, genuinely desperate for something from God; I don’t pray for it every morning.  I pray for it every 10 minutes.  If you are lacking love in your heart for your spouse or your friend or your relative or your enemy or whoever, try stepping up the urgency of your prayers.  Pray for love.  If asking God every morning to put love in your heart for that person isn’t working, do it every hour.  And if that isn’t working try every five minutes.  Keep cranking up the intensity of your prayers until the Lord answers.
And doing that will accomplish two things.  First, it will fulfill the model of prayer the Lord gave us in parables like the Unjust Judge – where He taught us to be persistent and not to give up.  And second it will train our hearts to be alert to the fact that when the Lord does answer and you do start to have sparks of love for that person, that it came from God.  And in the meantime – while you still struggle with your unloving attitude, those constant prayers will teach your heart that the love that is missing in your heart is something that comes only from God.

Definition: What is it?
OK, so that is the first half of the passage.  Now we understand that motivation – we know the answer to the question why?  Now let’s answer the question “What?”  What is love?  How do we define it?
First of all, we need to understand that God revealed the meaning of love within Christianity.

9 This is how God showed his love among us…

The “among us” refers to the Church.
The world is clueless about love.  God’s love can be seen in the creation – no doubt about that.  The whole earth is full of His unfailing love (Ps.33:5, 119:64).  But the creation does not teach us what love is.  It puts it on display, but it does not define it.  Once we know what love is we can see it in all that God does, but we do not learn the definition of love from the creation.
Nor do we learn the meaning of love from our own experience. 

10 This is love: not that we loved God

We do not learn what love is by human examples of love.  Most people think human love is the standard.  You see some remarkable display of love and you are tempted to borrow those sacred words from verse 10 and say, “This is love.”  You see the tenderness of a mother with her baby, and some wonderful life-long friendship or some blissful marriage, and you think, “This is love.”  A soldier dives on a grenade sacrificing his own life for his buddies, and you think, “Surely that is the epitome of love.”  But it is not.
“But what about when people have great love for God?  What if someone is willing to be tortured and burned at the stake for the name of Christ.  Surely that would be the model of love - wouldn’t it?”  No.  This is love: not that we loved God.  The model of ideal love cannot be found in any human illustration of love.  Even the greatest displays of human love for God are, if you think about it, really rather unremarkable.  It is no big shock that a creature should love its Creator.  Even if every person loved God supremely – that wouldn’t be all that amazing.  God is perfect goodness – perfect grace, glorious, righteous, pure, beautiful beyond measure.  He is the most lovely, lovable, desirable, delightful being in existence.  It is no great feat to love Him.  There is really nothing remarkable in loving the greatest treasure there is.  There is nothing all the heroic about being willing to let your body be burned for a few minutes for Someone who saved you from eternal burning.  That would not be all that remarkable.  What is remarkable is the fact that naturally we do not love Him.
No, if you want to know the measure of love – if you want to know the ideal, you must look not at man’s love but at God’s love.  John is going to teach us what love is by showing us God’s love and how God expressed that love.
1) Love
The first one part of the definition is the most obvious and yet the one that is most often missed.  And that is this – this thing that God does that John is also calling us to do is something that is best described by the word, “love.”  I heard a pastor say just this week, “This isn’t talking about emotion.  It’s talking about commitment.”  A number of the commentaries say the same thing.  But if that were true why wouldn’t God have just saved the confusion and used the word “commitment” instead of the word “love”?  If it does not involve any emotion, then why use one of the most emotional words in all of human language to describe it?  When God uses the word “love” He does it for a reason.  He wants us to think about…love.  And at the core of love is desire and delight.  If you love someone you desire that person and you take delight in that person.  You are not only committed to that person’s wellbeing, but you enjoy their wellbeing.  Their smile brings you pleasure.
John does not spell all that out in this verse because he doesn’t need to – he already communicated it by picking the word “love.”  To love means to really, really like a lot.  And if you come up with some kind of ridiculous definition of love that says you can love someone without liking that person, you are just abusing language to justify a lack of love in your heart.
2) Sacrifice
So love involves liking a lot.  But it does not stop there.  If you stop there (which is what the world does), then your concept of love will inevitably become contaminated by selfishness, which is the opposite of love.  And so John is going to show us how God’s example of ideal love rules that out.

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
Now, the last time John wanted to illustrate love he pointed us not to the Father, but to Jesus.

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

Isn’t that the supreme example of love?  After all, Jesus laid down His life.  Jesus suffered and bore the wrath of God for our sin and died in our place.  God the Father didn’t do that.  So why point us to the Father here rather than to Jesus as the supreme example of love?
I would suggest one possible reason is this: I think it would be fair to say that if any Person in the Trinity sacrificed more it was God the Father, not God the Son.  Yes, the Son set aside all His magnificent glory in heaven, and He suffered humiliation and agony and death.  And that was a sacrifice beyond comprehension.  But think of what the Father sacrificed.
That term translated “one and only son” carries the connotation of an especially beloved son.  And there is a reason why John puts that word in there.  As a parent, what would it be like for you to give up your child to suffering and agony and death?  Can you imagine watching that?  Would that not be more painful than suffering those things yourself?  If not that is only because you don’t have perfect love.  But if it would be painful for you to watch your child be tortured and then killed, imagine what it would be like if you had perfect, infinite love.  The Father has infinite love for the Son, and so to watch Jesus suffer must have been more painful for the Father than it was for the Son to actually go through the suffering.
Who among us would give up his son to die for a friend?  Maybe you would allow your dear child to be tortured and killed in battle for the sake of your country.  But in your wildest imagination can you conceive of giving up your one and only son to suffer and die for your enemy?
3) Seeking the benefit of the beloved (life)
So the second thing we learn about love is that it is willing to sacrifice for the benefit of others.  And there is no limit to how much it will sacrifice.  But it is not just sacrifice for the sake of sacrifice.  It has to be sacrifice for the purpose of benefiting the one you love.  If you go up to your wife and say, “Hey honey, look how much I love you” and then stick a fork in your eye – that is not going to make her feel very loved.  She will probably think, “I was thinking something a little more along the line of maybe helping with the dishes or something.”
The sacrifice is meaningless unless it is necessary to bring about the best interests of the one you love.  But what are their best interests?  What benefit is so good that you should be willing to lay down your life and sacrifice in order to achieve it for them?  Is it their comfort?  Safety?  Wealth?  Education?  What benefit should we be striving to deliver to those we love?

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

The benefit God gave up His Son to secure for us is… life!  Eternal life.  Spiritual life from God.  That is why in the very first verse of this whole book John calls Jesus “The Word of life.”

1:2 The life appeared … and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.

2:25 And this is what he promised us-- even eternal life.

He brings it up again in chapter 3:14, 15.  And again here in chapter 4.  And again in chapter 5.

5:11 God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
20 And we are in … his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

When we started this study of 1 John almost exactly a year ago, when we got to 1:2 we looked into what this spiritual life from God is and we found that life consists in spiritual sensitivity, growth, health, strength, and liveliness.
So what is love?  Love is a deep affection for a person that drives you to give up whatever you need to give up in order to bring that person to experience spiritual life and to experience it more abundantly.  So should I go out of my way to make my wife comfortable?  Sure – but not just for the sake of comfort.  I will strive to make her comfortable as part of my effort to help her realize greater spiritual liveliness- and to have more energy and zeal for the kingdom of God.  If I start providing her with comforts that detract from that I have stopped being loving.
We lay down our lives to help others realize greater spiritual sensitivity.  Greater spiritual growth.  Greater spiritual health and strength.  More abundant spiritual life.  That is love.
I mentioned earlier that the world is clueless about love.  They start out with natural affection, but that becomes so contaminated with selfishness, and they are so utterly ignorant of what the other person’s best interests really are that what should be love gets twisted and perverted into the opposite of love.  They have a façade of love – especially this time of year.  Christmas time – good cheer and gift giving – isn’t that what love is all about?  It depends on the purpose of the gifts.  I saw an article in the news last week about some Planned Parenthood clinics in Indiana and Illinois that are offering abortion gift cards – gift cards that can be redeemed to pay for an abortion.  And if you have ever wondered how extreme spiritual blindness can get, listen to this line from the article: “Officials say the vouchers enable people to give their loved ones ‘the gift of life’ … Chrystal Struben-Hall with Planned Parenthood of Indiana said the idea is a response to economic woes that have forced many women to put health care at the bottom of their to-do list.”  They are calling it a gift of life.  They think that’s love.  [Meanwhile I read another headline about an effort to get the nativity scene classified as hate speech.  Merry Christmas.]  What better way to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ than to give someone the gift of abortion?  I guess it is appropriate for this time of year – after all, part of the Christmas story is Herod’s slaughter of the innocents, where he killed all the babies out of his hatred for Christ.  His legacy lives on.
That is the world’s twisted view.  Granted not all the world’s perversions of love are that extreme.  But really they are all in that same category, because if your love does not have the goal of spiritual life then it is not really love.
4) Initiating in the face of non-love
The fourth aspect of love we see in verse 10.

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us… 

I said a moment ago that even the greatest human love is relatively unremarkable.  It is unremarkable because it comes only after God has loved us supremely.  It is no great shock that you would be willing to give someone a nickel if someone else first gave you a billion dollars.  What is remarkable is God’s love for us, which was not motivated by anything we did.  He sent His Son to die for us while we were yet His enemies.
Think of what an astonishing thing it is that God loved you.  It makes sense to love someone who loves you.  But to love someone who does not love you is a kind of love that only comes out of the heart of God.  Before you came to know Christ there was no love in your heart for God.  When confronted with the majesty and beauty of Almighty God, your heart was more interested in some inane TV show or ball game.  If you had a choice between the glory of God and a game of solitaire on your computer you would pick solitaire.  You and I so despised God when we were unbelievers that we preferred the worthless garbage of sin to the priceless treasure of His ways.  There was no more love in our hearts for Him than there is life in a piece of granite or fire at the bottom of the ocean.  It was when we had our backs to Him and were busy breaking every one of His commands with impunity that God fixed His electing eyes upon us and decided that we would be objects of His special love.  And He began drawing you to Himself even as you resisted.
There are many mysteries and paradoxes in Scripture, but which of them is more impossible to fathom than this – that God loved me while I was His enemy?  Or that He loved me at all for that matter – Spurgeon said: “You never saw a fly on the dome of St. Paul's (because) it would have been too small an object for you to see when walking round the Cathedral.  Now, a fly on the dome of St. Paul's is a gigantic being, a marvelous individual, compared with you crawling about this world.  Why, [the fly] bears a much larger proportion to St. Paul's than you do to this globe!  What an insignificant little creature you are!  Supposing you could love that fly,—it would seem a strange thing; or that an angel could love that fly,—'twere stranger still.  But that God should love us, is much more a wonder.” C. H. SPURGEON,"Herein Is Love" http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2448.htm" http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2448.htm    I cannot imagine loving a mosquito, and yet a mosquito is a marvelous creature compared to what I was when God first loved me.  No mosquito ever disobeyed or dishonored God.
But I did.  And it would have been one thing if after having done that I fell down on my knees and said, “Oh God, I’m so sorry – please forgive me,” and that began to spark some love in His heart for me.  That would have been amazing enough love.  If mankind would have repented of its rebellion and sent prayers to heaven begging for mercy, and then God responded by thinking up a way to save us - that would have been remarkable love on God’s part.  But that is not how it happened.  God sent an ambassador of peace to us.  The Innocent sought out the guilty to be reconciled. 
What do we learn about love from God’s example?  First that it is real love – desire and delight from the heart.  Second that it is eager to sacrifice if need be.  Third that it desires the benefit of beloved – which is spiritual life.  And fourth that it initiates even in the face of non-love.
Is there someone who is failing to love you?  Someone in this church who has not paid attention to you, or who has snubbed you or been insensitive or rude?  How about someone in your family?  Your husband or wife?  Your mom or dad?  Are you at odds with someone in the Body of Christ, and you are waiting for that person to make the first move?  You are waiting for that person to come to you and apologize before you make efforts to be reconciled?  You know what God-like love would do?  Love initiates.  The innocent seeks out the guilty to be reconciled.
You say you can’t love that person because he has offended you?  You offended God!  And He gave His Son to die for you.  God-like love initiates reconciliation.  That is not to say sin is ignored or that there is no call for repentance.  But it is to say that you choose to place your affection on the person even before he has repented.
5) Forgiving/Redeeming/Sanctifying 
One more.

1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

John used this word translated “atoning sacrifice” back in 2:2.  Sometimes it is translated “propitiation.”  It is such an important term I preached a whole sermon on it when we covered that verse.  I am not going to repeat all that now – let me just refresh your memory on the basic idea.
The world’s greatest threat is the wrath of God.  And the only solution is an appeasement of that wrath and a covering of our sin which brings us from being under God’s wrath to receiving God’s favor.  It involves four parts - cleansing, appeasing or satisfying God’s wrath, reconciliation of the relationship, and redemption.  Redemption refers to a purchase, and the purchase price was Jesus’ death and perfect life. 
True love is from the heart, it sacrifices for the benefit of the beloved, and redeems.  Love fixes what is broken and transforms filth into beauty.  It forgives at its own expense, but it does not just forgive.  It does not just overlook.  It cleanses and washes and purifies the beloved and repairs the damage done by their sin.  This is love.  The best interests of the person you love is spiritual life, and that comes from the gospel.

Conclusion: Love like God

11 Beloved, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

That verse is powerful even if you tear it out of the context and read it all by itself.  God’s amazing love should motivate us to love.  But in the context of this section it is saying a whole lot more than just that.  It is not just that we have a great model for love.  It is not just a matter of imitating God.  The model of love is also the source of our love for one another.  He has given us new birth and planted His DNA inside our hearts.  So when it says “we ought to love” it means we ought to love in the same way a peach ought to be sweet.  It is not mere imitation.  It is realization of our nature.  It is the living out of what God designed us to be.
So let us love one another because love comes from God.  And let us love with a love that comes from the heart and is driven by genuine desire and delight in one another.  And let us love with a love that sacrifices anything to bring spiritual life to others through the ministry of the gospel.  And let us be proactive and initiate and pour ourselves out to those who don’t deserve it.  And let us do it because that is the way God loved us.  That is the measure of love.

Benediction: Eph 3:17-19  I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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Devotionals
Day 1 – the motivation for love
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another because…

Ted Engstrom tells the story of an American tourist who was passing by a leprosarium, and saw a lovely young missionary cleaning the putrid sores of a leprous beggar prior to his entering the leprosarium.  It was so revolting and disgusting to the man that he couldn’t even take any pictures.  And in his disgust he said, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.”  To which the young woman responded, “Neither would I.”  But she did it anyway because she had a motivation more compelling than a million dollars.  Loving like God loves requires an incredibly high and powerful motivation.

7 Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God

Why should you love that hard-to-love person?  Because love is from God.  One of the biggest hindrances that keeps you from loving people as you should is thinking that love is from you.  Think about that for a moment – your love is not from you.  It is from God!  And John’s logic is simple – if something is from God you should want it flowing through you.  And you should be delighted to give it to others.  Have you ever been hesitant or reluctant to be involved in ministry to others because of a sense of inferiority or inadequacy?  You think what you have to offer just isn’t worthwhile?   The question is not whether what you have to offer is worthwhile; the question is whether what God has to offer through you is worthwhile.  If love comes from you, it is probably not something people need.  But when you realize that your love is from God, you will realize how much people need it.
If someone gave you a truckload of oranges you might hand some out to folks and you might not.  But if you came across a whole village of people who were dying of scurvy (which is cured by citrus fruit), and you saw little children with their teeth falling out and horrible, painful sores from their lack of vitamin C, suddenly you would realize the incredible value of your truckload of oranges, and that would make you eager to hand them out in the village.
Additionally, it proves you are born of God.

7 Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

John spent the entire previous chapter making the point that only the people who love in obedience to God’s command are truly born of God.  He has hammered away at that because assurance of salvation is such a crucial component of living the Christian life.  You need assurance to defeat sin through faith in the promises.  You need assurance to have a prayer life that honors God, so you have proper boldness.  You need assurance in order to have proper fellowship with God, so you approach Him in a way that points to Him as a loving father.  You need assurance in order to properly interact with God in the way the parent-child relationship is supposed to be.  If you are truly saved it is vitally important that you be extremely confident that you are saved, and that happens when you love with God-like love, because only saved people love that way.
And finally, love is so much a part of God’s nature that the process of knowing Him results in increased love for His people.

8 Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love. 

So we should love because we desire to have greater experiences of participation in the divine nature.
How do you train your heart to have more of that awareness – greater realization that the love in your heart is from God?  Chances are you already knew that love is from God, and yet you still struggle to love people.  Something has to happen to make that truth more of a governing reality in your affections.  And one way to do that is to step up your efforts to seek it from God.  If you want to train your heart to realize that something is from God, then seek that thing from God.
And the key to that is prayer.  One thing the Lord has been teaching me lately is the connection between depending on God for something and the urgency and frequency of my prayers for that thing.  When I am really, genuinely desperate for something from God; I don’t pray for it every morning.  I pray for it every 10 minutes.  If you are lacking love in your heart for your spouse or your friend or your relative or your enemy, or whoever, try stepping up the urgency of your prayers.  Pray for love.  If asking God every morning to put love in your heart for that person is not working, do it every hour.  And if that is not working try every five minutes.  Keep cranking up the intensity of your prayers until the Lord answers.
Doing that will accomplish two things.  First, it will fulfill the model of prayer the Lord gave us in parables like the Unjust Judge – where He taught us to be persistent and not to give up.  And second it will train our hearts to be alert to the fact that when the Lord does answer and you do start to have sparks of love for that person, that it came from God.  And in the meantime – while you still struggle with your unloving attitude, those constant prayers will teach your heart that the love that is missing in your heart is something that comes only from God.

Day 2

9 This is love: not that we loved God

The model of ideal love cannot be found in any human illustration of love.  Even the greatest displays of human love for God are, if you think about it, really rather unremarkable.  It is no big shock that a creature should love its Creator.  Even if every person loved God supremely – that would not be all that amazing.  God is perfect goodness – perfect grace, glorious, righteous, pure, beautiful beyond measure.  He is the most lovely, lovable, desirable, delightful being in existence.  It is no great feat to love Him.  There is really nothing remarkable in loving the greatest treasure there is.  There is nothing all the heroic about being willing to let your body be burned for a few minutes for Someone who saved you from eternal burning.  That would not be all that remarkable.  What is remarkable is the fact that naturally we do not love Him.
No, if you want to know the measure of love – if you want to know the ideal, you must look not at man’s love but at God’s love.  John is going to teach us what love is by showing us God’s love and how God expressed that love.
The first one part of the definition is the most obvious and yet the one that is most often missed.  And that is this – this thing that God does that John is also calling us to do is something that is best described by the word, “love.”  I heard a pastor say just this week, “This isn’t talking about emotion.  It’s talking about commitment.”  A number of the commentaries say the same thing.  But if that were true why wouldn’t God have just saved the confusion and used the word “commitment” instead of the word “love”?  If it does not involve any emotion, then why use one of the most emotional words in all of human language to describe it?  When God uses the word “love” He does it for a reason.  He wants us to think about…love.  And at the core of love is desire and delight.  If you love someone you desire that person and you take delight in that person.  You are not only committed to that person’s wellbeing, but you enjoy their wellbeing.  Their smile brings you pleasure.
John does not spell all that out in this verse because he does not need to – he already communicated it by picking the word “love.”  To love means to really, really like a lot.  And if you come up with some kind of ridiculous definition of love that says you can love someone without liking that person, you are just abusing language to justify a lack of love in your heart.
So love involves liking a lot, but it does not stop there.  If you stop there (which is what the world does), then your concept of love will inevitably become contaminated by selfishness, which is the opposite of love.  And so John is going to show us how God’s example of ideal love rules that out.

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 

Now, the last time John wanted to illustrate love he pointed us not to the Father, but to Jesus.

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

Isn’t that the supreme example of love?  After all, Jesus laid down His life.  Jesus suffered and bore the wrath of God for our sin and died in our place.  God the Father didn’t do that.  So why point us to the Father here rather than to Jesus as the supreme example of love?
I would suggest one possible reason is this: I think it would be fair to say that if any Person in the Trinity sacrificed more it was God the Father, not God the Son.  Yes, the Son set aside all His magnificent glory in heaven, and He suffered humiliation and agony and death.  And that was a sacrifice beyond comprehension.  But think of what the Father sacrificed.
That term translated “one and only son” carries the connotation of an especially beloved son.  And there is a reason why John puts that word in there.  As a parent, what would it be like for you to give up your child to suffering and agony and death?  Can you imagine watching that?  Would that not be more painful than suffering those things yourself?  If not that is only because you don’t have perfect love.  But if it would be painful for you to watch your child be tortured and then killed, imagine what it would be like if you had perfect, infinite love.  The Father has infinite love for the Son, and so to watch Jesus suffer must have been more painful for the Father than it was for the Son to actually go through the suffering.
Who among us would give up his son to die for a friend?  Maybe you would allow your dear child to be tortured and killed in battle for the sake of your country.  But in your wildest imagination can you conceive of giving up your one and only son to suffer and die for your enemy?

Day 3
So the second thing we learn about love is that it is willing to sacrifice for the benefit of others.  And there is no limit to how much it will sacrifice.  But it is not just sacrifice for the sake of sacrifice.  It has to be sacrifice for the purpose of benefiting the one you love.  If you go up to your wife and say, “Hey honey, look how much I love you” and then stick a fork in your eye – that is not going to make her feel very loved.  She will probably think, “I was thinking something a little more along the line of maybe helping with the dishes or something.”
The sacrifice is meaningless unless it is necessary to bring about the best interests of the one you love.  But what are their best interests?  What benefit is so good that you should be willing to lay down your life and sacrifice in order to achieve it for them?  Is it their comfort?  Safety?  Wealth?  Education?  What benefit should we be striving to deliver to those we love?

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

The benefit God gave up His Son to secure for us is… life!  Eternal life.  Spiritual life from God.  That is why in the very first verse of this whole book John calls Jesus “The Word of life.”

1:2 The life appeared … and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.

2:25 And this is what he promised us-- even eternal life.

He brings it up again in chapter 3:14, 15.  And again here in chapter 4.  And again in chapter 5.

5:11 God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
20 And we are in … his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

When we started this study of 1 John almost exactly a year ago, when we got to 1:2 we looked into what this spiritual life from God is and we found that life consists in spiritual sensitivity, growth, health, strength, and liveliness. 
So what is love?  Love is a deep affection for a person that drives you to give up whatever you need to give up in order to bring that person to experience spiritual life and to experience it more abundantly.  So should I go out of my way to make my wife comfortable?  Sure – but not just for the sake of comfort.  I will strive to make her comfortable as part of my effort to help her realize greater spiritual liveliness - and to have more energy and zeal for the kingdom of God.  If I start providing her with comforts that detract from that I have stopped being loving.
We lay down our lives to help others realize greater spiritual sensitivity.  Greater spiritual growth.  Greater spiritual health and strength.  More abundant spiritual life.  That is love.
I mentioned earlier that the world is clueless about love.  They start out with natural affection, but that becomes so contaminated with selfishness, and they are so utterly ignorant of what the other person’s best interests really are that what should be love gets twisted and perverted into the opposite of love.  They have a façade of love – especially this time of year.  Christmas time – good cheer and gift giving – isn’t that what love is all about?  It depends on the purpose of the gifts.  I saw an article in the news last week about some Planned Parenthood clinics in Indiana and Illinois that are offering abortion gift cards – gift cards that can be redeemed to pay for an abortion.  And if you have ever wondered how extreme spiritual blindness can get, listen to this line from the article: “Officials say the vouchers enable people to give their loved ones ‘the gift of life’ … Chrystal Struben-Hall with Planned Parenthood of Indiana said the idea is a response to economic woes that have forced many women to put health care at the bottom of their to-do list.”  They are calling it a gift of life.  They think that’s love.  [Meanwhile I read another headline about an effort to get the nativity scene classified as hate speech.  Merry Christmas.]  What better way to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ than to give someone the gift of abortion?  I guess it is appropriate for this time of year – after all, part of the Christmas story is Herod’s slaughter of the innocents, where he killed all the babies out of his hatred for Christ.  His legacy lives on.
That is the world’s twisted view.  Granted not all the world’s perversions of love are that extreme.  But really they are all in that same category, because if your love does not have the goal of spiritual life then it is not really love.

Day 4
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us… 

I said a moment ago that even the greatest human love is relatively unremarkable.  It is unremarkable because it comes only after God has loved us supremely.  It is no great shock that you would be willing to give someone a nickel if someone else first gave you a billion dollars.  What is remarkable is God’s love for us, which was not motivated by anything we did.  He sent His Son to die for us while we were yet His enemies.
Think of what an astonishing thing it is that God loved you.  It makes sense to love someone who loves you.  But to love someone who does not love you is a kind of love that only comes out of the heart of God.  Before you came to know Christ there was no love in your heart for God.  When confronted with the majesty and beauty of Almighty God, your heart was more interested in some inane TV show or ball game.  If you had a choice between the glory of God and a game of solitaire on your computer you would pick solitaire.  You and I so despised God when we were unbelievers that we preferred the worthless garbage of sin to the priceless treasure of His ways.  There was no more love in our hearts for Him than there is life in a piece of granite or fire at the bottom of the ocean.  It was when we had our backs to Him and were busy breaking every one of His commands with impunity that God fixed His electing eyes upon us and decided that we would be objects of His special love.  And He began drawing you to Himself even as you resisted.
There are many mysteries and paradoxes in Scripture, but which of them is more impossible to fathom than this – that God loved me while I was His enemy?  Or that He loved me at all for that matter – Spurgeon said: “You never saw a fly on the dome of St. Paul's (because) it would have been too small an object for you to see when walking round the Cathedral. Now, a fly on the dome of St. Paul's is a gigantic being, a marvelous individual, compared with you crawling about this world. Why, [the fly] bears a much larger proportion to St. Paul's than you do to this globe! What an insignificant little creature you are! Supposing you could love that fly,—it would seem a strange thing; or that an angel could love that fly,—'twere stranger still. But that God should love us, is much more a wonder.” C. H. SPURGEON,"Herein Is Love" http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2448.htm" http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2448.htm    I cannot imagine loving a mosquito, and yet a mosquito is a marvelous creature compared to what I was when God first loved me.  No mosquito ever disobeyed or dishonored God.
But I did.  And it would have been one thing if after having done that I fell down on my knees and said, “Oh God, I’m so sorry – please forgive me,” and that began to spark some love in His heart for me.  That would have been amazing enough love.  If mankind would have repented of its rebellion and sent prayers to heaven begging for mercy, and then God responded by thinking up a way to save us - that would have been remarkable love on God’s part.  But that is not how it happened.  God sent an ambassador of peace to us.  The Innocent sought out the guilty to be reconciled. 
What do we learn about love from God’s example?  First that it is real love – desire and delight from the heart.  Second that it is eager to sacrifice if need be.  Third that it desires the benefit of beloved – which is spiritual life.  And fourth that it initiates even in the face of non-love.
Is there someone who is failing to love you?  Someone in this church who hasn’t paid attention to you, or who has snubbed you or been insensitive or rude?  How about someone in your family?  Your husband or wife?  Your mom or dad?  Are you at odds with someone in the Body of Christ, and you are waiting for that person to make the first move?  You are waiting for that person to come to you and apologize before you make efforts to be reconciled?  You know what God-like love would do?  Love initiates.  The innocent seeks out the guilty to be reconciled.
You say you can’t love that person because he has offended you?  You offended God!  And He gave His Son to die for you.  God-like love initiates reconciliation.  That is not to say sin is ignored or that there is no call for repentance.  But it is to say that you choose to place your affection on the person even before he has repented.

Day 5
1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

John used this word translated “atoning sacrifice” back in 2:2.  Sometimes it is translated “propitiation.”  It is such an important term I preached a whole sermon on it when we covered that verse.  I am not going to repeat all that now – let me just refresh your memory on the basic idea.
The world’s greatest threat is the wrath of God.  And the only solution is an appeasement of that wrath and a covering of our sin which brings us from being under God’s wrath to receiving God’s favor.  It involves four parts - cleansing, appeasing or satisfying God’s wrath, reconciliation of the relationship, and redemption.  Redemption refers to a purchase, and the purchase price was Jesus death and perfect life. 
True love is from the heart, it sacrifices for the benefit of the beloved, and redeems.  Love fixes what is broken and transforms filth into beauty.  It forgives at its own expense, but it does not just forgive.  It does not just overlook.  It cleanses and washes and purifies the beloved and repairs the damage done by their sin.  This is love.  The best interests of the person you love is spiritual life, and that comes from the gospel.



