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This world has a way of lulling all of us into a state of living in a kind of fantasy land.
It’s a fantasy land where the most important things in life are mostly forgotten, and the trivia of live dominates the landscape.
Our most important relationships, our standing before Almighty God, the condition of our souls – matters of life and death…
- all that kind of fades to the background of our priorities, and some of it even begins to detach itself from reality.
So that officially we believe it’s true, but at the practical level those things almost start to seem like fairy tales.

And in their place rushes in the trivia of life.
The Word of God? 
That can be put on the backburner indefinitely.
But my favorite TV show? I can’t miss a single episode of that!
The condition of my soul? Doesn’t really matter that much.
But something’s wrong with my body? 
I’m calling the doctor immediately. 
Every day I need to check out the headlines in the news – even though 90% of them will be completely forgotten and irrelevant in a matter of days.
But eternal things? I can remain mostly ignorant about those.

And it’s not that we want to live empty, shallow, trivial lives.
There’s something about this life and this world that lulls us into a kind of spiritual stupor.

But every once in a while something happens that temporarily snaps us out of that stupor and wakes us up to the real world.
And the death of someone we love is one of those things.
When someone close to you dies – especially someone who is young, the dreamworld of trivia can suddenly be seen for the nothingness that it is.
And for a brief time all those worthless things that normally seem so important to you lose their importance.
And the things that seemed ethereal and unreal…
 – things that have to do with life and death and God and conscience and Judgment Day and faith and sin and forgivenss…
- suddenly all that goes from being a sketchy cartoon to vivid, full-color reality.

Facing reality is sometimes very hard.
That’s why we prefer our fantasy lives of trivia.
It’s uncomfortable to be forced to face real, eternal, life-and-death issues because when they aren’t as they should be that calls for serious action.
When our favorite sports team loses the big game we can just put it out of our minds.
When the story line in the movie doesn’t go the right way we can just forget about it and get on with the next movie.
But when real things – serious, important things aren’t right, that makes demands on our lives that very often we just simply aren’t prepared to deal with.

But God, in His great mercy, periodically allows things to happen that force us to deal with reality.
Jesus forced people out of trivia-ville and into standing face-to-face with reality every time He opened His mouth.
One example is in Lk.12.
Luke 12:16-21 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

That’s a startling parable.
The guy works hard for a nice retirement and Jesus calls him a fool?
What’s wrong with setting yourself up with a nice retirement?
Does Jesus want everyone to walk around in abject poverty or something?

No – he doesn’t call the man a fool because of his wealth.
Nor is the solution for the man to become poor.
Jesus tells us exactly what the problem is in the last verse:
21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."
You see, his problem wasn’t that he had stored up things for himself on earth.
His problem was that he did that without becoming rich toward God.
What God wants from you is not to be financially poor necessarily (although that is His plan for some of us)...
; what God wants from you is for you to be rich toward Him.

So what does it mean to be rich toward God?
We could spend many, many hours talking about the answer to that question, but for the brief time we have here this morning I’ll just point out one thing:
Being rich toward God, in the context of this parable, means being ready to hear what God says in v.20.
I told you this is a startling parable.
What’s startling is God’s words in v.20.
20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.
That word translated “demanded” is a word that means to require someone to give back something you gave him.
So if you lend a tool to your buddy, and then the time comes when you want it back, so you go to him and say, “Give that back to me” – that’s what this word means.

You ever do that and then find out that your buddy kept it so long he forgot it belongs to you?
And now he thinks it’s his – and it was his all along?
Many people are going to be shocked on Judgment Day to find out that their lives do not belong to them – and never did.
Your life does not belong to you.
It’s temporarily on loan.
And the most certain guarantee there is in life is the fact that one day God is going to say to you those words from v.20.
“Tonight your life is required of you.
You’ve had it long enough – I’m taking it back…this very day.”
That is going to happen to every person in this room.
For some it might be a matter of weeks – for others it might be a few decades.
But for all of us, in a relatively short time, that day will come when God requires your life.
Hebrews 9:27 man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. 
There’s no reincarnation, there’s no Purgatory, there’s no second chance.
Whatever the condition of your soul at that moment when God requires your life of you, that will determine your eternal destiny.

Now, at this point you might be thinking, “Man, according to the order of service in the bulletin here this was supposed to be a message of hope!
Not a message of doom. 
It’s not the most encouraging thing I’ve ever experienced to have you stand up there and remind us that we’re all going to die!”

But this is a message of hope.
And here’s why: Think back to the last line of Jesus’ parable.
What is it that Jesus was trying to accomplish by that parable?
When he told a story about a man who was a fool because he died before he was ready for Judgment Day – what was His concluding statement?
It was a statement about the importance of becoming rich toward God.

It’s not a parable of doom – it’s a parable of hope…
, because there are two kinds of people alive in the world today – and in this room.
There are those who are rich toward God and ready for Judgment Day.
And there are those who could become rich toward God.
The reason Jesus told the parable was for that second group – so they would become rich toward God before death comes.

How does that happen?
What do you have to do to become rich toward God?
What has to happen to make it so Judgment Day for you will be a day of exuberant happiness and massive reward rather than the first day of eternal torment in hell?
What does it mean to be rich toward God?
One clue comes from James 2:5.
James 2:5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him
Being rich toward God means to be rich in faith.

And faith has two parts:
	Believing the truth about Jesus Christ, and 

Trusting Him – entrusting your life into His hands.
Faith is believing that He is a greater treasure that anything in this world.
Preferring Him above any earthly pleasure.
You know you are rich toward God when nothing in this world is more important to you than the Lord Jesus Christ.

That’s what faith is, which is why whenever someone truly responds to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith, that person will repent of his or her sin.
To repent means to look at the sin in your life – all the things you have treasured above God…
, and say, “You know what – I don’t need any of that if I have God’s favor.
And anything in my life that God forbids – that God says isn’t good – I don’t want any part of it anymore.
Because I believe Him when He says what’s good and what’s not good.”

Most people will never respond to God that way because of pride.
They will listen to what God has to say, and they will consider it like they consider any other advice…
, but at the end of the day they are the ones who decide what’s best and what direction they want to go.
It takes humility to let go of all that and come before God and say, “I can’t run my own life, I don’t know what’s best, I can’t save myself, and I certainly can’t do anything about my sin and guilt and the fact that I deserve eternal punishment.”
The man or woman of faith will come before God as a beggar and submit completely to Him.

And the moment you do that you become rich – rich beyond imagination.
The mountain of your guilt of all your sins – every one of the thousands and hundreds of thousands of sins you have committed against God in your lifetime…
; every last one of them is wiped away forever!
Your heart instantly becomes as white as snow.
And from that moment on you have favor with God.
He comes to live in you, and promises to guide you through life and transform your character to be like His.
He gives you a calling in His kingdom so that your life on earth has meaning and eternal significance.
And 1000 other benefits – not the least of which is eternal life.
And eternal life isn’t just living forever.
Eternal life refers to spiritual life from God.
That includes all that comes with healthy life – growth, health, energy, motivation, activity – all of that in the spiritual realm.
Your life goes from purposeless, meaningless, pointless emptiness to being full of meaning and significance.

Chauncey’s death is a painful tragedy.
And God knows the grief in your heart and how that feels, and He has compassion on you.
And if you look to Him for comfort He will carry you through this time of sorrow.
But there is something at stake here that is far more important that just making it through a time of grief and sorrow.

In a time like this we have a unique window of time in which we have been awakened from the stupor of our fantasyland of trivia.
And we have been momentarily awakened to think about things that really matter.
That won’t last forever.
For most, it will only be a matter of days before that fog sets in again…
, and the importance and reality of death and the condition of your soul before God fades back into the mist…
, and the haze of temporal, shallow nothingness of this world takes over once again to dominate all your attention.
Let’s take advantage of this window of time.
Jesus told a startling story to wake people up to reality, but sometimes a story isn’t enough.
Sometimes it takes a real tragedy – a real, painful, excruciating loss.

You have the power to make Chauncey’s death meaningful and valuable…
, and you have the power to make it a meaningless waste in your life.
God will fulfill His perfect purposes, and we can have full confidence that He knows exactly what He’s doing and that His timing is perfect.
Nothing He ever does falls to the ground as a waste.
And that’s true even with the death of a loved one.

However it is possible for us to waste the opportunities He gives us.
In my life and in your life it is possible for Chauncey’s death to be of great worth or to be a meaningless waste.
If his passing causes us to think about spiritual things for a few weeks and then sink back into a spiritual stupor with no change…
 – we turn his death into a waste and demean and squander what God has done.
But if you allow this loss to awaken you to become rich toward God…
If you come to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith or you let this time renew and increase your zeal for the kingdom of God…
, you turn His death into as meaningful and valuable and important an event as could possibly happen.
That is the greatest way to honor the memory of a loved one whom God has taken.

