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The Five Blessings  Part 6 	 Eph.1:8-10	“Revelation”	tape 180b	   3-30-2003

Introduction 

    G.N. Clark, in his inaugural lecture and Cambridge, said, “There is no secret and no plan in history to be discovered.  I do not believe that any future consummation could make sense of the irrationalities of preceding ages.” (Hughes 37)
    That brings up a very important thought for us to ponder.
    There are many horrible things that take place around us – terrible, unthinkable suffering, injustice, rampant evil that seems to go unchecked endlessly…
    The vast majority of people enduring that and then being condemned to eternal hell…
    To us it doesn’t seem to add up.  Our natural sensibilities see all that and can’t imagine how it could all be part of some good, perfect plan.
    For centuries the Church has been assuring the world that when the end comes and the Lord returns, then it will all make perfect sense.
    Clark is saying there is nothing that could possibly happen that would make sense out of history.
    History is so utterly fouled up that there is no possibility at all that it could all be the unfolding of some good plan.
    Which is it?  Is history just a big mess that God will someday try to salvage and make the best of?  
    Or is every moment of it the unfolding of a perfect, wonderful, astonishing plan being carried out perfectly according to God’s sovereign purpose and desire?
    Let’s look at what our passage has to say about that.
    We are in the midst of a study of Eph.1, where vv.3-14 are a massive sentence of praise for what God has done in salvation. 
    F.R. Barry called this “A swirl of words with a storm of thought behind them.” (Morris 13)



The Five Blessings

This blessing goes on to list 5 ways that God has blessed us in Christ.
    1. Sanctification v.4 
2. Adoption vv.5-6 
3. Redemption vv.6-7
4. #4 shows up starting in v.8

Blessing #4: Revelation
   
The Revelation of the Plan

We have received forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 

    Last week we saw Paul begin to spell out just what he means by “grace.”  Leon Morris has an excellent definition of grace: Grace is God acting toward sinners in a joy-bringing way.
    That definition takes into account all the various facets of the Greek word.
    God has acted toward us, while we were yet sinners, in a joy-inspiring way, and He lavished that grace on us.
 
 …His grace that he lavished on us with all (every kind of) wisdom and understanding.

 with all (lit: every kind of) wisdom and understanding
    all (pasa) with the anarthrous singular noun generally means “all kinds of” or “every sort of” (BAG)
    Part of the package of salvation is wisdom and knowledge.  The grace that brings redemption comes not only with forgiveness, but also with wisdom and understanding.  
    Part of being saved involves gaining the supernatural capacity to understand truths about God, place those truths into meaningful relationship with the other things you know, and to act in accordance with them.
    The ability to understand God and the creation, and to interact with it properly (wisdom) is one of the most wonderful gifts God has given us.
    Allan Bloom, in The Closing of the American Mind, describes how uneducated his grandparents were in comparison to his cousins.
    “I do not believe that my generation, my cousins who have been educated in the American way, all of whom are M.D.s or Ph.D.s, have any comparable learning.  When they talk about heaven and earth, the relations between men and women, parents and children, the human condition, I hear nothing but cliches, superficialities, the material of satire.  …a life based on the Book is closer to the truth, it provides the material for deeper research in and access to the real nature of things.” (cited in Hughes p.36)
    God has given us an ability to interact with reality in an exponentially more profound way than the world.
    But the idea of wisdom goes beyond just thinking deeply and correctly about things.  It also encompasses the ability to respond the right way to the things that come up in life.
    It’s that ability to see to the heart of things and respond in the best way. 
    In much of the anti-intellectualism of our day, knowledge of God is often downplayed.  But Scripture portrays it as the greatest treasure anyone could ever desire.
    Jer.9:23-24
This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,"  declares the LORD. 
    God has revealed Himself.  And not only that, but…
    9 having made known to us the mystery of His will
    A mystery is something that is impossible to know until God reveals it.
    This isn’t talking about some isolated, specific aspect of the mystery.  It gathers in the whole thing – the whole point of everything.
    In the OT we have some very vague comments about the end of the age that focus mostly on the significance for Israel’s being blessed.
    But the people understood that it wasn’t until the Age to Come that the full revelation of God’s plan would be revealed.
    So the past tense here points to the fact that the age to come has already broken in to this present age.
    But now through the Apostles and Prophets God has finally revealed the big picture – not only details for the end times, but the reasons and purposes of all things.
    God grand, overall plan for everything has been unveiled, so we have insight into the meaning not only of our lives, but of the entire creation.
    We have been told where it’s all going, why it exists, what God is doing, etc.
    That’s why 1 John 2:27 you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things
    The next time someone comes along with some secret revelation from God that he has received and no one else, and you need to get his book or his tape so you can be privy to this special knowledge…
    Just tell him, “I don’t need the book, because God has lavished His grace upon me with every kind of wisdom and knowledge and made known to me the full-blown mystery of His plan.”
    “But God told me another detail of His plan…”  No – the whole plan is spelled out in plain language in Scripture.
    “But there is part of it that wasn’t known until we cracked the Bible codes…”
    No, it was all made known to the recipients of the book of Ephesians.
    From all eternity the Father cherished in his own mind a plan that was to be carried out in Christ. This has now been revealed to the church through Paul and the other Apostles and Prophets, as recorded in the NT. 
    
A Mark of Intimacy

    The closer you are to someone, the more you reveal to them.
    If someone tells you something, and then says, “You are the only person I have ever told,” that is a strong statement about how that person feels about you, isn’t it?
    Revealing a secret to someone is an act of love.
    It’s also an act of honoring that person – especially if you are that person’s superior.  
    If you had some kind of friendship with George Bush in which he was telling you secrets about the war – things that he didn’t even confide in Condelisa Rice or Dick Cheney, that would be quite an honor.
    But if he tells you secrets not about the war but about the deepest concerns of his own heart, that is a gesture of the greatest honor he could bestow.
    God has done that for us!

Open Theism

    Over the last 6 or 7 years, a small group of scholars from within evangelicalism have suddenly decided to attack the doctrine of God’s knowledge.
    It used to be that the major attacks on the fundamentals of the Gospel were instigated by the theological liberals who never accepted to Gospel. 
    But more and more these attacks are being leveled from within our own ranks – friendly fire if you will.
    It’s not as though some major battle were being waged over the issue of God’s perfect knowledge, and evangelicals were overwhelmed by superior rhetoric and arguments from our opponents…
     Everything was going along just fine, and then out of the blue, some from among our own number just suddenly decided to cede that ground.
    Clark Pinnock, Richard Rice, Gregory Boyd, John Sanders, Gilbert Bilezikian, and a handful of others began writing books suggesting that God doesn’t know the future, because the future hasn’t happened yet.
    This view is known as open theism (also called Relational Theism, Freewill Theism, Simple Foreknowledge, Presentism, Openness and some versions of Middle Knowledge).
    They believe that God is surprised by some things, and had He known they were going to happen, would have done something different.
    Greg Boyd says God knows some things about the future – the things He has decided to do, but not most things.
    An example of something God doesn’t know is how long Israel will remain disobedient (p.59).  He cites Nm.14:11 How long will this people despise me?
    Is God up in heaven killing time, helplessly waiting around for Israel to repent and turn to Christ, so He can finally get on with His plan?
    Is the One who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,
(Eph.1:11) literally wondering when and if things will fall into place?
    What if Israel never does come around?  Then, according to Ro.9-11, God’s whole promise to the Patriarchs goes unfulfilled (not to mention Ro.9-11 being false).
    All the blessings throughout the prophets in the OT, which God said will certainly happen, are conditioned upon the repentance of Israel.  If Israel never repents, God would prove to be a liar.
    They say that God is a great guesser, yet many of his guesses go tragically wrong.  
    For example, God thought Israel would repent way back in Jer.3 (Boyd, p.60).  But he was way off – off by over 2600 years so far.
    Those guesses, according to the openess view, are risks God takes.  It’s a gamble, and God often looses.  
    And the result of that is that God is plagued by regret.
    For example, God turned out to be wrong about Saul, and regretted making him king.  In fact, they teach that God actually regrets making mankind!
    He didn’t know man would plunge into sin, and when that happened God regretted even creating mankind (Boyd 55,56).
    These people insist they are doing all this to protect God’s reputation, so He doesn’t look bad when people think about the problem of evil.  In this view evil is easy to explain – it’s something God has not control over.
    But does this view enhance God’s reputation?  Does it glorify Him?
    I’ll let you decide.  I’m just going to read you the section headings of ch.2 of God of the Possible by Greg Boyd.
    “The God who faces a partially open future”
“God regrets how things turn out”
“The God who risks”
“God asks questions about the future”
“God confronts the unexpected”
“God gets frustrated”
“God tests people to know their character” (He learns information he doesn’t know from testing – he can’t see into people’s hearts)
“Divine disappointment”
 “God speaks in terms of what may or may not be”
And then this: “The glory of true divine sovereignty”
    That’s their idea of glorious sovereignty.  Pretty glorious, isn’t it?  A disappointed, frustrated, surprised, gambling, ignorant god plagued with regret – just makes you want to fall on your knees in worship, doesn’t it?
    But don’t worry, because God has infallible knowledge of probabilities.   
    Someone may object and say, “How can we trust in God’s eternal purposes?  If this view of God is correct, and he doesn’t control or even know what’s going to ultimately happen, how can I trust passages like Ro.8:28, or Eph.1:11 that tells me I can take comfort in knowing that God works out all things in conformity to the purpose of His will?”
    Boyd addresses that question on p.153 of God of the Possible: “Things can happen to us that have no overarching divine purpose.  In this view ‘trusting in God’ provides no assurance that everything that happens to us reflect his divine purposes, for there are other agents who also have power to affect us.”
    So if your argument is that according to the openness view we can’t ultimately trust God, his answer is, “That’s right – you can’t.”
    “But why are you making such a point of this?  So there are a couple of crackpot theologians out there who came up with a bizarre view.  Surely they will just get laughed off the evangelical stage…won’t they?”
    Oh, if only they would.  But that’s not what’s happening.
    Open theism has been mostly rejected by the evangelical schollarly world, and so its proponents are writing popular books targeted at lay people.
    If you think you are safe because you don’t read books by scholars like Clark Pinnock or Greg Boyd or Donald Bloesch…
    Let me ask you this – ever read anything by Phillip Yancey (Disappointment with God) or John Eldredge (Wild at Heart)?  
    How about Richard Foster, Dallas Willard, William Hasker, David Basinger, Richard Rice or Lewis Smedes?
    Gilbert Bilezikian is the resident theologian of the Willow Creek Community Church and wields tremendous power over the minds of many in evangelicalism. 
    These men are all propagating open theism. 
    Anybody read Christianity Today?  They are very sympathetic to this view and give in a constant platform.
    This heresy is in the main stream and it isn’t doing anything but growing.
    And it seems the more explicit these authors become with their open theism views, the more popular their books become.
    In Phillip Yancey’s immensely popular book Disappointment With God, he devotes a whole chapter to the idea that the summary of the book of Genesis is “God learns how to parent.” (ch.7)
    He method prior to ch.12 of punishing individual sins just doesn’t work, and God finally improves His parenting technique with the decision to call Abraham.
    He says “Man is God’s risk” (p.60).
    Speaking of the cross Yancey says, "No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment -- God himself was not exempt" (p. 186).
    In the case of Job, God was making a "wager" with the devil about Job. God personally did not know if He was right and so He took a chance. As a matter of fact, this wager went so far, Yancey believes, that, "God 'risks' the future of the human experiment on a person's response" (p. 252). 
    The whole Wild at Heart fad is turning into a craze.  People are buying that book by the millions, teaching Bible studies on it, using it as a devotional, etc.
    The whole book is just a lot of nauseating psychobabble, in which Scripture is demeaned, tortured and twisted beyond recognition, and every major point is drawn not from the Bible but from secular movies.
    He confuses seeking adventure with redemption, and says it’s more important even than forgiveness of sins.
    But his worst error of all is his attack on God’s sovereignty.   
    He dismisses 6000 years of orthodox belief in God’s sovereign control in a single sentence – “That can’t be true, because then God would be responsible for sin.”
    Then he goes on to say that “God is a person who takes immense risks” (p.30).  For example – the whole thing with Adam and Eve was a gamble where God guessed wrong and lost.
    He says, “Why didn’t God warn Adam about the danger of the snake deceiving Eve?”  It was because God believed in Adam.  He created Adam to be the kind of guy who would come through in a pinch (p.50).
    God didn’t warn Adam because God thought Adam would protect Eve.  But that whole risk backfired on God, and humanity was plunged into sin.
    This poison is having its effect.  It’s spreading, and the evangelical world is gobbling it up.
What About Those Passages?

    What about the passages that seem to limit God’s knowledge?  
    We addressed that at some length in our study of God in the wisdom series (tape 172).
    But what about passages that talk about God’s feeling regret?  Or asking how long Israel will be in rebellion?  Or saying that He expected one thing to happen and something else happened?
    Those passages give us a way to relate to God’s emotions.  But they are not intended to teach about God’s eternal nature.
    When God says, “How long, O Israel, will you disobey?” – that isn’t an academic question designed to gather information He didn’t have.  It’s an emotional expression designed to communicate God’s sorrow over their rebellion.
    How about in Gn.6:6 where the KJV says it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart?
    Doesn’t that mean God made a mistake and now regretted it?  No.  The word translated repented in the KJV is a broad term that sometimes means “to comfort oneself” other times it means “to experience pain” and other times it means “to repent of a sin.” 
    Num.23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind.
    1 Sam.15:29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."
    Ps.110:4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."
    So we have a word that can have a wide range of meanings, and Gn.6:6 says “God did that” and three other passages say “God never does that.”  
    So either the Bible is contradicting itself, or the word is being used in two different ways.  Clearly it’s the latter.
    It would be like if one day someone offered me a beer and I said, “I don’t drink,” and then 10 minutes later I said, “Where is a drinking fountain – I’m going to get a drink.”
    It sounds like a contradiction until you realize they are two different uses of the word.
    The NIV is correct in its translation of Gn.6:6,7 – Gen.6:6-7
The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth…-for I am grieved that I have made them."
    When the Bible is speaking of God’s emotions, it will use language like that.  But when there are direct statements about His nature, there are clear statements that God does not repent or regret anything.
    It’s really not hard for us to explain those OT passages, if we use the principles of hermeneutics.  
    What is impossible is for the open theists to explain the passages that talk about God’s sovereign control.
    If God has no knowledge of the future, and He doesn’t know what a person will decide, how did He manage to write the book described in Ps.139, where David says, “Every day ordained for me was written in your book before one of them came to be”?
    In Gn.50:20 Joseph says to his brothers, You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.  How could God mean it for good if He didn’t even know it would happen?
    If God didn’t know that Adam and Eve would fall into sin, why did He ordain the crucifixion of Christ before the foundation of the world?
    And how can God take credit for redeeming us if the whole thing with the crucifixion was just a lucky guess?
    Acts 2:23
This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.
    And as for the people who killed Jesus – 
Acts 4:28
They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.
    God hasn’t taken any risk.  Before He created anything He had a perfect plan, and He has now revealed it to us.
****************
9… according to His good pleasure 
    God was not compelled by any outside factor to do any of this.  It all arose first right out of His own heart.
    which (pleasure) He determined in Him (Christ)
    There isn’t anything that pleases God or anything that is part of His plan that doesn’t revolve completely around Christ.

The Outworking of the Plan:

10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-
    The phrase to be put into effect is actually a single word, and it’s a noun.  It’s the word oikonomia, and it refers to a plan that involves a set of arraignments. 
    God has revealed to us all the outworking of all the arraignments involved in the management of the carrying out of His eternal plan for all things.

when the times will have reached their fulfillment
    What does it mean for a time to reach fulfillment?  
    Recently Tracy painted most of the interior of our house.  It was a huge project that began as a thought in the mind of Tracy.
    That’s when the time period began.
    Then she talked it over with me, and we began setting some money aside for paint.
    Then she picked a color, and decided exactly which walls would be painted.
    Then she bought the paint and some other supplies.  She borrowed a big ladder and got some drop cloths.  
    When it was finally all painted, and everything was cleaned up and put away, that time period came to an end, because it had reached its fulfillment. 
    And the actions all through that time period had the purpose of bringing about that final fulfillment.  
    When Tracy dialed the phone to ask Gary if we could borrow his ladder, that dialing action didn’t actually put any paint on the wall.  The wall looked exactly the same after the call as it did before…
    But it was an action that brought us closer to the ultimate fulfillment of Tracy’s plan.
    Notice that the word times is plural.  It’s not just the fulfillment of time in general, but the fulfillment of the ages and eras and epochs of history.
    Each of the various different ages in the past played an intended role – just like each of the steps of Tracy’s project.
 
We are such limited beings that it’s easy for us to fall into thinking that the times don’t have a fulfillment.  
    The idea that all of time has a fulfillment that we are moving toward inexorably is a fundamental difference between us and the world.
    The world thinks time just lumbers on with out any direction.  The most fundamental basis of evolution is that the change that takes place is random – The things that happen happen just because they happened to happen.
    There is no intentional plan behind everything.  All the things that happen are just dictated by mother nature, who has no mind.
    The other day Nikki was watching TV, and something she say prompted a question, and so I overheard her go in and ask Tracy – with a real incredulous, disdainful tone of voice – “Mom, who is mother nature?”  
    I didn’t hear how the conversation went, but I was really glad to hear her tone of voice.  She didn’t know who they were talking about, but she knew enough that the whole idea sounded really bogus.  
    The world believes everything has an impersonal, purposeless cause.
    They don’t see all the times moving toward the fulfillment of some intended purpose.  They don’t see time as building to a climax.  They only see time as running out.
    They think either time will just go on indefinitely, or will just run out in total collapse. 
    Sometimes you hear people talk about the end of the world.  But you never hear them talk about after that.
    That’s why we are so different.  Everything we live for is wrapped up in that fulfillment, and they don’t even believe there is a fulfillment. 
    Understanding that the times have a fulfillment really answers many of the hardest questions we ask about why things now seem to be amiss.
    Why is there so much suffering and evil?  Why did God allow this or that?  Why aren’t things going as they should?  Why are various problems in existence?
    It’s all because the times have not yet reached their fulfillment. 
    It would be like if you walked into our living room half way through the project and started asking, “Why is that wall only half painted?  Why is that wall completely untouched?  Why is that wet paint a different shade than the dry paint?
    It’s all because the whole project hadn’t yet reached its fulfillment.
    That fulfillment itself is a process that takes some time.  It doesn’t take place in an instant.
    “When does it begin?”  It began already.
    Gal.4:4 when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
    God’s plan was mostly hidden in times past, but now Christ has come, God let the cat out of the bag and completely revealed the whole thing to us, and we are seeing all of the purpose and fulfillment of all of the times coming to pass.
    It won’t all completely reach it fulfillment until Christ comes back the second time, but that won’t happen, according to Lk.21:24, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Plan

What is that plan?  Why is everything happening that is happening?  What result is going to come of all this that will make sense of everything?
    10 …to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ
    
The word bring together means to summarize or to bring all the parts together into a coherent whole.
    Like taking a whole bunch of little gears and pieces and parts and putting them together to make a watch.
    This word is used in Ro.13:9 The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up (same word - brought together) in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."
    Christ took all the various pieces and parts of the law and brought them all together in one simple law that encompassed them all.
    Just like Tracy took all the various components of her painting plan and finally brought them all together in one final product: a painted house.
    So God is in the process of taking all the pieces of everything that has ever happened and piecing it all together into one great, final end product.  What is it?
    to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
    The phrase in heaven and on earth here isn’t just a generic way of saying “all things” like it is in Gn.1:1 and most other places in Scripture.
    Ephesians has a lot to say about the beings and the things that are taking place in the heavenly realms (1:3,10,20, 2:6, 3:10, 6:12 cf. 3:15, 4:10, 6:9), as well as a lot to say about that which belongs to the earth (1:10,3:15, 4:9, 6:3).  
    From our perspective they are two very different worlds, since one we can perceive with our senses, and the other we can’t.  
    But both are very real, very important parts of the creation.  You and I are right now, at this moment at war with many of those key leaders in the heavenly realms.
    You can read every book there is supporting open theism, and there is one verse I can promise you you will never see.  In all their books and articles, they have never commented on the next verse in our passage – Eph.1:11.
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 
    While the apostate church is rejoicing over it’s own imagined soverignty, and their concept of an ignorant god, we rejoice in a God who knows all things.
    And while they revel in a god who worries about the future, regrets the past and holds his breath as he waits to see how things pan out…
    We glory in a God who works out everything in perfect conformity wit the purpose of his will.
    While they speak of a god who is learning how to be a parent through trial and error, we rejoice over the true and living God who has had a plan from the very beginning for all of history, and the times will reach fulfillment someday…
    And not only does He know all about it, but He has revealed it to us in all wisdom and understanding!
    Benediction: 
    Greg Boyd says we can’t really fully trust that everything that happens to us fits into his divine purposes.
    But the fact remains that God has made promises about the future.  Do you believe that you can trust God regarding the fulfillment of those promises?
 
Heb.6:18-20 [God made His promise, and confirmed it with an oath] God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. 
    

