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The Five Blessings of Salvation: Part 5 
Redemption
Ephesians 1:7

7 in Whom we have the deliverance through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 
Introduction 

We just did all that singing about redemption.  But what on earth is redemption? I once heard a preacher illustrate redemption by talking about the fact that in our day we redeem coupons. I don’t know that I’ve even been more confused about any Christian doctrine than when I tried to understand how God redeemed me through the blood of Christ like a coupon. What does it mean to be redeemed?   And why did it require the riches of God’s grace? And why did the Church used to sing about it so much, but these days you never hear a new song about redemption? 

We are studying the book of Ephesians, which begins with the words, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is the song of the universe that the heavens and earth shout back and forth to one another as the heavens declare the staggering glory of God, but then redeemed humanity eclipses even that praise with our shouts:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one having blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ…in whom we have redemption through His blood.

The Five Blessings

This blessing goes on to list 5 ways that God has blessed us in Christ.

1. Sanctification v.4 

4 He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him

2. Adoption v.5 

in love 5 having predestined us to adoption through Jesus Christ for Himself, according to the pleasure of His will 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace which He lavished on us in the Loved One 

And blessing #3 is the grace of salvation, which includes redemption.   But before we explore that, I want to take you back for just a moment to our discussion about adoption. This is such a precious truth that it’s hard to let it go. The Church is both an institution and a family.  It is both an organization and an organism. And since our world lifts up the importance of institutions, we tend to want to emphasize that aspect of the church. We love officials and official documents and official policies.   We think honor comes from formalism and office.  And so we emphasize all that in the name of professionalism, as if that were somehow the goal, and we minimize the family aspect. But the more you read in the NT, the more you find the family aspect emphasized more.  And we would do well to follow that emphasis, because it’s far superior.

This was illustrated so powerfully to me last Sunday at my ordination. In the world, you want you credentials to come from the most widely recognized institution, and the more formal the better. And we get influenced by that too.  I remember when we ordained Joe, and I gave him his certificate of ordination, I told him, “I wish we had a bunch of real bigshots to sign this for you.” We’ve bought into the idea that honor comes from formalism.  But the highest honor comes from family. Anybody care to guess which prayer meant the most to me last Sunday? The whole church was gathered up here in front to lay hands on me and ordain me as a pastor, and several people were praying for me.   While people were praying, I suddenly felt a little hand grip mine, and I looked down and there was Josiah – my 6 year old son, holding my hand with his head bowed. And the next time there was a silence, Josiah began praying for me.  He prayed that I would have a good time preaching, and he prayed for the church. If I had a choice between that or having Billy Graham or President Bush pray for me at my ordination, it would be an easy choice – that little prayer meant so much to me. I told you that I value being ordained by you more than any other ordaining body in the world, because only the local church is accredited by God to do that. But beyond that, I have to say there has never been a day in my life when I have been more honored.   I don’t really know how most ordination services go, but I doubt many pastors get the charge from their father, have their son be one of the ones to pray the commissioning prayer, and then receive dozens of the tightest hugs I’ve ever gotten – one guy even greeted me with a holy kiss. Afterward I was looking at that beautiful certificate you gave me, and I was so glad to see that names that were on there.  There aren’t any names with any list of degrees or titles after them in the world that I would rather have on that certificate.

 The highest honor comes not from office or credential, but from love. You wouldn’t believe the prayers of gratitude I was offering last Sunday to God for predestining me to be adopted in to His beautiful, loving family. And far greater than the fact that we have this amazing love for each other is the eternally precious truth that we now have the capacity to love God. We are given a new nature that has the capacity to take delight in our Creator… - and there is no delight like delight that is taken in God.  Taking pleasure in God is the greatest pleasure there is. That’s why it’s worth enduring any suffering to pursue.   And beyond that is the staggering reality that God loves us!

God’s Love for Us

7 in Whom 
Who is that?

the Loved One
God’s love for us is measured in terms of His love for His Son, Jesus Christ.

This is the word God the Father used when speaking of Jesus.  At Jesus’ baptism God spoke from heaven and said, "You are my Son, the Loved One; with you I am well pleased." (Mark 1:11)

Again, at the Transfiguration God spoke from heaven and said, "This is my Son, the Loved One. Listen to him!" (Mark 9:7)

God gave us a whole New Testament with 27 books telling us all about Jesus.  But when God speaks of Jesus and only says one thing, that one thing is that the Father loves the Son.

Jesus is the supreme object of the Father’s love.  In Col.1:13 Jesus is called the Son of His love.

And that becomes significant here, because our relationship to God is predicated completely on Jesus’ relationship to God.

The only way to be loved by God in this way is to become entangled in that whole love relationship between the Father and the Son.

Which means if you are elect, God loves you as much as He loves Jesus Christ.

That’s an incredible thought.

What is the most valuable thing in existence?  God.  Therefore nothing is more important than the glory of God.

So what does God value more than anything else?  His own glory (since His priorities are perfect, obviously He is going to value the most valuable thing the most).

So uppermost in God’s affections is His own glory.

And Jesus Christ is the perfect reflection of that Glory – the exact representation of His being.

So God’s perfect priorities are expressed in His putting infinite energy into loving Jesus Christ, because in doing so He is valuing His own glory above all things, which is the most important thing that can possibly happen.

So if you are in Christ, that’s how much He loves you!  And in loving you that way, He is achieving the greatest thing that can be achieved!

It’s hard to believe.

God…loves…you.  

Can you imagine if someone came up to you and said, “I am a personal friend of the Governor” and you said, “Well, not to drop names or anything, but I am a personal friend of the Almighty Creator God.”

“Not only that, but He thinks I’m terrific.  The God who is the ground of all being, the one whose thoughts determine reality, the one who is the standard of what is true thinks I’m terrific.”

“Furthermore – He likes me so much that He is right now in heaven preparing a special place for me in His house, so that He and I can enjoy each other forever.”

“Additionally, He has adopted me into His family, and I talk to Him about it every day.”

You chuckle at that – why?  You chuckle because it sounds like a joke – kind of an irreverent joke at that.

It sounds like a bizarre thing to say.  Say it right now under your breath – “God, whose thoughts are the standard of truth, thinks I’m terrific.”  

It’s a strange thing to say, isn’t it?  We have so warn out the phrase “Jesus loves you” that we don’t even think about what it means anymore.  Because if we say the same thing in slightly different terms, it sounds bizzarre.

So the second blessing is adoption.  Let’s take a look at the third way in which we have been blessed in Christ.

We introduced the topic of grace last week, and in v.7 Paul fleshes out specifically what he means by “grace.”  

Blessing #3: The Grace of Salvation

6 to the praise of the glory of His grace with which He graced us in the Loved One 7 in Whom we have the redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which overflowed to us 

Redemption

in Christ, the one God loves, we have the redemption

I didn’t really understand the outline of this message until this morning, so you are going to have to fill in your own Roman numerals. 

1. The Meaning of Redemption.

Our passage actually gives a kind of a definition for the word right in v.7.

It says redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The word redemption means to set someone free from captivity by the payment of a price.

What were we captive to?  What exactly was the nature of our sin problem?

When we think of the mercy and grace God has shown us, it’s supposed to cause us to burst out in worship like it does here for Paul.

But so often it doesn’t.  

How many of you read about election or grace in the Bible and think, “I know this should excite ecstatic worship in me, but the honest truth is it doesn’t.  In fact, sometimes it just bores me.”

That happens to me.

It happens, because words, by themselves, are not enough to excite worship.  By themselves words don’t do anything.

It’s the ideas that those words are meant to communicate that have an effect.  And for that to happen, you need to think through the ideas.

The idea here is that our plight was so extreme that we get excited about the grace that rescued us from that plight.

If we could only get so much as an inkling of what we deserve for our sin, worship would be no problem.

I think a lot of people have such a shallow concept of grace, because they think of forgiveness as primarily an emotional need.

They think the main reason I need to be forgiven is so I won’t feel so guilty.

But guilt feelings are the least of our problems.

Our problem was the actual guilt, and the punishment we deserved. 

2. Our Need For Redemption 

Our guilt was so extreme, that the fitting punishment for it was eternal torment.

TT Gn.2, and let’s take a look at the first words God ever spoke to man.

Adam had just come into existence.  He had never experienced anything yet.  The very first experience of his life was to hear God speak to him and tell him what to do.

Gn.2:16-17
And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

“You are free…but you must not.”  Basically what God was saying was “You are free to do anything but sin…” 

“But if you do sin, when you do, you will be sentenced to death.”

The NIV really has the best translation of v.17.  The phrase translated “in the day” in that context is a phrase that basically meant “when.”  

And the phrase you will surely die, in the Hebrew, is literally just the word “die” twice in a row, the first time as an infinitive, and the second time as a finite verb.  So literally it would read, “to die you must die.”

That construction occurs 13 times in the OT, and it always means the same thing: You will be sentenced to death.

So God told Adam “You are free to do anything but sin.  But if you do sin, when you do,  you will be sentenced to death.”

And that’s exactly what happened.  They ate from the forbidden tree, and as a result God cut off their access to the tree of life, without which, under the curse, they would die.

God didn’t go into a lot of detail in that verse of all the consequences of sin.  He just sums it up very succinctly.  

But later in Scripture we learn more about what the consequences are.

In Dan.12:2 we find that beyond just physical death, the sinner will awaken after than and be raised to shame and everlasting contempt.

And right there is where we choke.  Everlasting shame and contempt?  Isn’t that a bit much?

If God says, “Don’t eat that” and I eat it, one time, is it really appropriate that the consequence be death and everlasting shame and contempt?  

God says, “yes” and my natural inclination would be “no” so right away you can see how far my natural thoughts are from God’s thoughts.

To us a single act of disobedience just doesn’t seem to warrant eternal punishment.  Why?

1. For one thing, we have so inundated ourselves with sinfulness, we have disobeyed God so many times without any apparent consequence, we have become numb to the gravity of a single sin. 

2. For another thing, we have such a small view of the holiness of God.  

The holier God is, the more serious a sin against Him is.

The more pure and more deserving a being is of good treatment, the greater the evil involved in sinning against that being.

If someone walks up and punches a rapist or murderer in the mouth, no one gets too upset.

But if you do that to some innocent person, it’s an outrage.  

If you do it to a little newborn baby, who hasn’t hurt anyone, it’s criminal.  

The more pure someone is, the more serious a crime it is to sin against that person.   

The more holy someone is, the more deserving of good treatment someone is, the worse it is to sin against him.

So how holy is God?  He is infinitely pure, infinitely holy, and infinitely deserving of obedience and honor.

So even one single sin against Him is infinitely evil.

And since our lives are of finite value, the only way we can pay an infinite debt is to pay it for all eternity. 

That’s my explanation, but it’s really immaterial whether you can explain it in your mind or not.  

All you really need to know is that in God’s opinion, one, single act of disobedience warrants eternal punishment.  And that makes it true.

It’s not our place to judge whether He’s right about that.  It’s only our responsibility to conform our thinking as closely as possible to God’s.

So think back to your first sin.  I realize no one can actually remember the very first sin they ever committed, but think of the first one you can recall.  

Let’s just talk about the guilt from that one sin.  

Never mind the tens of millions since then.  Never mind all the times you rebelled against God, did things you knew were wrong, thought about things you knew you shouldn’t think about, never mind all the wrong motives, wrong attitudes, sinful words.. all the times you failed to do something you knew you should have done.

Let’s just focus on that first sin.  Your parents told you to finish your peas, and you had a rebellious response of disrespect and disobedience that rose up out of a heart dominated by selfishness and godlessness. 

What is the consequence of that one sin?

In Mt.18 Jesus told a parable that illustrated to guilt of the sinner as being like owning a debt of 10,000 talents.  

A talent was equivalent to about a million dollars in our culture.  So it would be like a common laborer having a personal debt of 10 billion dollars.

If you had a low interest rate – say just 5%, still just the interest would be over $41 million per month.  Only what you paid each month over 41 million would go toward principle.

Jesus applied that example to the spiritual situation of every sinner (which has to include those people who are young and have just committed their first sin).

If you respond to that by saying, “It’s no big deal.  It’s no problem for God to forgive that.  I’m not worried about it…”   

- if you respond that way you are even worse than that horrible crumb in the parable, who at least had some inkling of how serious it was, because he fell down flat on the ground and begged for mercy. 
 
And it was only after he did that that he received mercy, and the debt was cancelled.  

But then he turned right around and refused to forgive a fellow servant a much smaller debt, one that could be paid, and when the king saw that he sent the guy off to be tortured.

Then Jesus said that’s the way God will treat each of you if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Why?  Because if you don’t forgive your brother, it means you are not taking seriously enough the enormity of the debt you owed that was forgiven.

They guy in the parable took his debt seriously enough to where he fell down and begged for mercy.  Yet that wasn’t serious enough – he still ended up going to the torturers.  

So if we take our debt even less seriously – we don’t even fall on our face and beg for mercy, we for sure won’t be forgiven.

That’s why we emphasize the fact that you can’t be saved by just inviting Jesus into your heart.  True faith brings repentance and a brokenness and sorrow over sin, and a sense of desperation for forgiveness.

If you want to know how serious sin is – even one sin – that very first one you ever committed…

If you want to know the proper, accurate true perspective on how much guilt that sin truly accrues, and how deserving of punishment that person is, just look at Jesus’ descriptions of hell.

Hell is the appropriate punishment for sin.  So by studying what hell is like we get an idea of how serious sin really is.

In Mt.7:13 He called it destruction.

In Mt.5:29,30 and again in ch.18 Jesus said it’s worse than having your eyes gouged out or your arm chopped off.

And in Mt.3:12 it’s called unquenchable fire.

How bad would a person have to be to deserve to be thrown for eternity into unquenchable fire?  

In Mt.8:12 (and again in 22:13 and again in 25:30) He said it’s outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

How evil would a person have to be to be thrown by a perfect Judge into outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth – forever?

In Mt.10:28 He said it’s a place of destruction for both body and soul – every kind of suffering (physical, emotional, spiritual).

In Mt.13:42 Jesus said that all who do evil will be thrown into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Seven verses later Jesus said it again:
49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Mt.13:49-51)

And then Jesus said, “Do you understand that?”

In Mt.18:34 Jesus described it as a place of torture.

In Mt.25:41-46, At the sheep and goat judgment Jesus say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels…46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  (the punishment is just as eternal as the life)

That’s just one Gospel.  

We see the same thing in the epistles.

2 Thes.1:8-9 says when the Lord Jesus comes back from heaven,  He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 

In 2 Peter 2:4-9 we learn that hell is a place of gloomy dungeons where a person is held with continuing punishment.  

In Jude it’s described as a place of darkness where people are bound with everlasting chains for judgment and who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 

It’s a place of destruction where people are in the blackest darkness forever.

In Revelation it’s described as the Abyss.  When the lid of that place is opened in Rev.9 this horrible smoke escapes along with the most hideous, disgusting and angry demons imaginable.  (Rev.9:1-6)

In Rev 14:10 People who go there drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath.  He will be tormented with burning sulfur… 11 And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. 

And in Rev.19, 20 and 21 The devil and everyone whose name is not found in the Book of Life is thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, where they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

So that’s the just, accurate, fitting, reasonable consequence for sin.  And most of that comes right out of the mouth of Jesus Himself, who made a bigger point of it than anyone else.

“Wow, that’s extreme!”  No!  - Please, whatever you do, do not allow yourself to say that.  Don’t allow yourself to think that hell is an extreme penalty.

We run the risk of thinking that when God talks about hell, He is way off the reservation on wrath – taking things way too far to a ridiculous extreme…

But then when He shows mercy and grace He is back to normal and that’s a lot more reasonable and fitting.

No, no, no, no, no!  Pouring out His wrath in hell is what is reasonable and fitting.  It’s a measured response to our sinfulness and rebellion and cosmic treason.

Hell is exactly what should be expected for a person who has committed a sin.

What is really bizarre, really way out there…

What’s really a shock and an outrage and almost impossible to believe…

Is that God, the perfectly just Judge, who carries out perfect justice all the time, would take a sinner who is so evil that he deserves eternal hell…

-	and show mercy to him!

That’s what shouldn’t compute. 

So when Eph.1:7 says that we have been redeemed, or set free, and then there is a comma and then the phrase the forgiveness of sins, we see that the forgiveness of sins is what he means by being set free.

We were freed or released from the obligation we had to pay the penalty for our sins.

Usually Paul speaks of sin in the singular – to refer to the overall sin problem of our hearts.

But here the words is “trespasses” – referring to each of the individual things we do wrong – each of the times we have stepped of the right path.

The split second you committed the first sin – instantly an infinitely just King saw it, and immediately you were cuffed, arraigned, tried, found guilty beyond ANY doubt (God doesn’t operate by reasonable doubt.  His standard is much higher)…

- and you were sentenced to eternal torment in hell.  That sentence was to begin the moment you died.

And in the mean time you were to be held in the most maximum security prison in existence.

It’s not like human prisons.  No escape is possible – ever.

And the bars that lock you in are your own sin.  God gave you over to your own sinful desires and sinful nature which you have no more ability to change than a leopard has to change his spots.

And standing just outside those bars, watching you 24 hours a day was the executioner, whose wrath over your sin was burning against you, according to Ps.7:11, every day.

That was your plight – and mine.  There was no way out.

Beloved, listen carefully to me – this is not an illustration.  What I’m describing was the real state of affairs in your life – every one of you.

In fact, for some of you it may very well be the state of affairs right now.

It’s hard for us to relate to, because most of us have never felt the full weight of the guilt that we bore.

Years ago I had a dream that I have spent a lot of time thinking about ever since.

The dream started with a huge explosion at a school that I witnessed from the parking lot.

I was horrified.  All those children killed, others horribly injured, the unthinkable combined agony that hundreds of parents were about to experience.  The tragic sorrow of the whole thing was devastating.

My response was tremendous anger.  I hated whoever did it.  I was sitting in my car watching this, and was just overcome with anger.

Then I looked down in my lap, and there was a detonator.  I had done it!

Then I saw police in the parking lot going from car to car looking inside.  My first impulse was to hide the detonator, and run away.

Now this was a very realistic dream – at this point in the dream I was thinking just like I would think now in my conscious mind if I were in that situation.

I was thinking on the one hand that even if I could escape, that would be wrong.  I should turn myself in.

But I was also thinking about how my life would be ruined.  I would spend the rest of it in  prison, and probably be executed.  

I would lose my family and my ministry and everything that is precious to me, and I would face the horrors of prison life – for a weak, skinny guy who doesn’t know how to fight.

It was absolutely one of the worst nightmares I’ve ever had.

When I woke up I had one, overwealming thought: “I’m so glad it’s not true!  I’m so glad I’m not guilty of that!”

And as quickly as I thought that, I realized, “I’m guilty of worse! – Not mass murder against children, but cosmic treason against God.”

So there we all were – in that horrible prison, with no way out, awaiting our final sentence.

And along came someone who explained the Gospel to us.

First they showed us the prison bars, and explained the plight we were in.

Then they described a way out.

They said, “If you are only willing to give up this life in prison – turn your back on it, and entrust your life completely to Jesus Christ, you can be free –

- free not only from the prison, but from the guilt and the eternal punishment looming over your head that you deserve.
  
And you said, “How can that possibly be?”  And he said, “It’s because Jesus Christ already paid the penalty you owed on your behalf.  The price for your release has been paid.”

“What was that price?”  Look at v.7

3. The Price of Redemption

through His blood

The price was His own life.  He had to die.

And not only die, but the blood speaks of a violent, bloody, sacrificial death.

Heb.9:22  without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

That’s the problem with the ecumenical movement.  We want to link arms with people of other religions and say, “We are all basically the same.  All religions teach pretty much the same ethics, etc.” 

But none of that means anything.  

The fact is, Jesus Christ is the only one who ever shed His blood for the remission of sins.  

He’s the only one who could, because He was the only sinless man to ever live (so He didn’t have to die for His own sin).

Other religions might have wonderful ethics, but if you are in those religions, whose blood is going to be shed for your sin?  It will have to be yours.

That’s why Jesus left heaven and came to this world in human flesh.

Mt.20:28 the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom (redemption) for many."

Some theologians have debated to whom was this price paid?  Some say to Satan, and others say God paid it to Himself.

Personally I think the idea that God would pay Satan anything is ridiculous.  Why would He do that?  God owns everything.  He doesn’t have to give Satan anything.

But if there is any confusion about this, it should be cleared up completely by the sacrificial language.  It is God who requires blood for sin.

It was God’s whose wrath needed to be satisfied.  Satan doesn’t have anything coming to him except his own punishment.  

He’s just a fellow prisoner.  In fact, the prison of hell was created not for humans, but for Satan and his angels.

The price was paid by God to satisfy His own justice.

Whenever you see a reference to Jesus’ blood in Scripture, understand all that’s behind that.  

It’s not just talking about the red fluid – as if there were some mystical, magical spiritual power floating around in between the molecules or something.

“Jesus’ blood” is shorthand for His sacrificial suffering and death on our behalf.  It gathers in all the beatings – all His physical suffering reaching all the way back to His incarnation and birth…

-	as well as the spiritual suffering, which must have been so much greater.

Why was Jesus’ execution so brutal?  Why couldn’t He just have His head chopped off, like John the Baptist?

And why was it so humiliating?  Why did He have to hang there naked in front of a mocking, jeering crowd of His own people?

It had to be physically brutal enough and humiliating enough to properly symbolize the spiritual agony that He must have had to endure…

-	which had to be enough agony to pay that penalty for my very first sin (a penalty so great that I could only pay it by suffering in hell for eternity).

Not only that, it had to be enough to pay for my next sin as well – and the hundreds of thousands that followed that (not to mention your sins – and all of the rest of the sins of the whole world).

But that payment is not applied to everyone’s account.  Look carefully at the first word of the verse: in.

It’s not just that we were released by means of Jesus, or through Jesus, but in Him.  

What that means is that you are only released from this guilt and punishment if you are in such close relationship with Him that in God’s eyes you are identified with him.

It’s not just that you tack Him on to your life like a religious hobby.  

Salvation comes when your life is completely immersed in His, and you are so closely identified with Him that you can be said to be in Him.

That happens when you respond in faith and repentance to Christ.

Once you respond in faith to the Gospel, and give your life to Christ, you look back and you can see that the only reason you did that is because He chose you before the creation of the world to do that.

4. The Result of Redemption 

the forgiveness of sins

We were bound to have to pay for our sins, and we were released from that by Christ paying for them for us.

It’s hard for us to understand total forgiveness, because we don’t experience it very often in the human realm.

Someone tells you, “I forgive you,” but after that they still make you pay in one way or another.

You get a cold shoulder for a while, or the person is not as friendly as normal for a while, or your sin seems to come up in conversation from time to time, etc.

We are very creative and very subtle in the way we punish each other even after asking forgiveness.

And in many cases people are glad about that.  They want to pay for their sin in some way, because it’s too humiliating to just accept total forgiveness.

And so we transfer that kind of thinking on to God.  We have such a little view of Jesus’ sacrifice for sin that we think we have to help it along.

So we want to do some kind of penance to make up for our sin and to help pay for it, as if Jesus’ death on the cross was a weak, miserly, sketchy display of God’s grace, and it’s not quite sufficient for my sin, so I have to pitch in a little from my end.

That way our pride stays in tact, and we don’t have to completely throw ourselves on the mercy of God.

The sad thing is, until a person humbles himself and does throw himself 100% on the mercy of God, he can’t be forgiven at all.

Well, was Jesus’ sacrifice a meager display of God’s grace – barely enough to cover our guilt?

7 …according to the riches of His grace 8 which overflowed to us 

Last time we saw the glory of His grace.  Now the riches of His grace.

Last time we talked about how wonderful it is as we observe it.  The point here is about how super-abundant it is.

God gave us forgiveness according to the riches of His grace.  

There is a big difference between giving according to His riches and just giving out of His riches.  

John D. Rockefeller gave out of his riches.  There is a famous photograph of him giving a dime to a poor person.  He gave out of his wealth.  

It would have been a very different thing for him to give according to his wealth.

If he gave a gift that was in accordance with his wealth, it would be a gift that, just by looking at it you could tell how wealthy he was.

The forgiveness we have been given is so monumental, so astonishingly generous, that from it alone you can get an idea of the scope of the riches of God’s grace.

I can tell how rich God is by looking at the degree to which I’ve been forgiven.

Our problem was so severe God had to “dig deep” so to speak, to pay for it.

It took His entire bank account of riches (which was infinite). 

And keep in mind – all this points our attention to God.  Don’t think of His grace as an abstraction.  

It’s not correct to think of grace as an entity in itself.  Grace is God being gracious.

Just like love is not some substance in itself.  Love is the lover loving.  So grace is the gracious one “gracing.”  

Some ask, “Why is God allowing sin to flourish for so long?”  One reason is because He is fighting against it with grace.

If God were to fight against it with justice alone, He would have made short work of it long ago.  He would have stamped it out and cast it away forever, and it would be no more.

But fighting sin with grace takes much longer, because the greater the amount of sin that is forgiven, the greater the grace.  

So to display the greatness of God’s grace there must be the grossest depths of sin that can be forgiven.
 
And in our case there were, and yet God picked us all out of the slime and made us His children.

No wonder the elders and living creatures see that and then turn toward the exalted Christ and sing the new song: 
"You are worthy … because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" (Rev 5:9-12)

At the end of one of Surgeon’s sermons on Grace he said this:
“One practical remark I want to make before I close; it is this, if you have received this grace which has abounded over your sin take care that you do more for grace than you ever did for sin. It is (remarkable) how much people will do for sin, what they will give, what they will spend, and what they will endure to gratify their passions and serve their cruel taskmaster, Satan. I should not like to guess what some men waste on their lusts; I should not like to make a calculation as to what some people spent in a year on what they call their pleasures. Well, whatever the amount is, shall they give more, shall they do more for their god than we give and do for ours? Shall they be more intense in their adoration of Satan than we are in our obedience to God? That must never be, nor must we ever permit them to outdo us in the praises of their treasure.” (PC Study Bible Topical Sermons (NT Texts)\Sin and Grace -- Ro.5:20)  

Be careful how you take that.  Don’t let that undo the whole point of grace, so you feel like you have to pay God back or something.  That’s not the point.

What captured my attention is that last part: “Shall they be more intense in their adoration of Satan than we are in our adoration of God? That must never be, nor must we ever permit them to outdo us in the praises of their treasure.”

Let us never allow them to take more delight in their sin than we take in our God.

The sermon is over, but the outline isn’t.  Can we add one more:
5. The Response to Redemption. 

Benediction: 
2 Co.13:14  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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 We are studying 7 ways to intensify our love for God from Ps.63. The first of those 7 was resolve - resolve to prefer God over sin and the world. And for that to last it requires a careful counting of the cost. 
Another step was hungering and thirsting for God. Thirst for God is a figure of speech that refers to a desire to be satisfied by a mystical fellowship with God through direct, personal experience of His attributes. 
You can never make any progress spiritually unless you find a way to increase your desire (thirst) for God. And one way to do that is by taking advantage of the thirst-intensifying effect of suffering.
If you do not have any real suffering going on but you want to work at intensifying your hunger and thirst for God, one great way to do that is by fasting – especially fasting during times when you have a lot of exposure to food. When I first started working at Dominos my favorite part was all the free pizza. Whenever there was a bad order or a mistake, that pizza would get set out and the employees could eat it. And after a while I realized that after every single run the first place my eyes would go would be to that area where the crew pizzas would be, to see if there was anything there.
So for a while I decided I would fast every Monday until the end of my shift. So every time I got back from a run my eyes would go to that area to see if there were any pizzas, and then I would be reminded, “Oh yeah – I am fasting.”  And I would use that as a memory cue to remind me to think about hungering and thirsting for God.
Every morning in my devotions I pick a new attribute of God to focus on that day. So if that day’s attribute was, say, God’s mercy, each time I remembered I would think about hungering and thirsting for an experience of God’s mercy: If my eyes were opened to all that is wonderful about God’s mercy, and if I experienced that ray of His glory, my soul would be filled with joy and greatly satisfied. If I went on 30 runs in a shift, then in just the space of a few hours I would have thought about how hungering and thirsting for God’s mercy 30 times. (On other days when I did not do that I might go the whole shift and only think about it one or two times.) By the end of the shift I would have a longing and desire for God’s mercy way beyond what I had before.
And then at the end of the shift I would eat. And my mind would be so thoroughly focused on hungering and thirsting for an experience of God’s mercy… , that my enjoyment of the food I was eating would remind me in very vivid ways how satisfying it was going to be when I finally did feast on an experience of His mercy. So if you use fasting in that way it can be a great substitute for suffering.
Then last week we talked about waiting on the Lord. Waiting on God involves both the eager anticipation of fellowship with Him and the decision not to seek any substitute. Suffering is wasted if it is not turned to waiting.
Next we began to look at the concept of seeking God. Seeking God means making an effort to fulfill your longing for God. We found that satisfying fellowship with God is always available, but not easy to attain. It requires earnest seeking – even for people like David. Idolaters seek maximum enjoyment of people, things and activities. Christian idolaters use God to maximize their enjoyment of people, things and activities. True worshippers seek only to maximize their enjoyment of God.
God is the joy of all rejoicing, the source of all fullness. If you enjoy something in the creation as an expression of His love, that is worship. If you enjoy something in the creation without reference to Him, that is idolatry. All pleasures are like a mailman, or an engagement ring. If you are interested in the mailman itself, you are an adulterer. If you are interested in the ring and not what it means, you are an idolater. And so the solution to idolatry is not to reduce your desires. Suppose a man gets married and begins his marriage deeply in love with his wife, and she with him, and she expresses that love by cooking his favorite meals. He sees that as an expression of her love, and it thrills his heart. And the more he enjoys the meals, the happier she is. 
But over time he begins to focus on the food and forget about his wife. Soon he is doing things or her only to get her to cook him food. And when he eats he totally ignores her and cares only about the food. When he does pay attention to her, it is only to get her to cook some more food for him. And it breaks the woman’s heart.
	But what is the solution? For him to start desiring the meals less? Is the solution for him to eat one of her meals and say, “That was so-so. I’ve had better.”? No. His problem is not too much enjoyment of food, but rather too little love for his wife. If the man removed all the food from his house for a period of 3 months that would do nothing to solve the problem. The solution is for him to start loving his wife again, and when that happens she will be thrilled when he loves her cooking. 
The things that will keep you out of heaven
As we learn the truths about idolatry in Scripture, and we begin to see how prevalent idolatry is in the life of every believer, it is crucial that we not conclude from that that it is not a serious issue. God regards the idolatry of enjoying the creation without reference to Him just as seriously as He regarded Israel’s bowing down to false gods in the OT.
The dumb excuses parable

Lk.14:15-24 one of those at the table …. said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 16 Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 

Heaven will begin with a huge, wonderful banquet where believers will sit at the table with the Lord Himself. And the guy in v.15 was right – the people who are going to be in on that are blessed. But Jesus wants them to know that not everyone will get to come to that banquet and go to heaven. And many people will not get to go for some very stupid reasons. Everyone is invited. But… 

18 " they all began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' 19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen , and I am on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' 20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can not come.' 

What kind of idiot buys a field without looking at it before buying it?  You bought some oxen and you need to try them out so you can not come to a meal?  Why not just come to the meal and try out the oxen later?  You just got married? Bring your wife! 
Obviously these are all just excuses. The real truth is these people just do not want to come. They do not care about the meal. It is not a delight to them. They want to get all their happiness from oxen and marriage and fields and not from this great, generous, rich man.

24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet. 

The shocking thing about this parable is the things that keep people out of heaven. What threatens to keep you out of heaven? Is it drugs and alcohol? Stealing? Murder?  Those things do keep people out of heaven, but they are not the threat Jesus talks about here. The things that threaten to keep you out of heaven for eternity are real estate, oxen and marriage. In other words, your family and the things you buy. What threatens to keep you out of heaven is your house, the things in your house, and the people you love the most. The good gifts from God will keep you out of heaven. This matter of idolatry is very serious.
Appetite: Why do Earthly Pleasures Seem so Satisfying?
We have been seeing over and over in Scripture that the experience of the presence of God will be more satisfying than anything in the created world. God’s love is better than life. So what are we supposed to do with the fact that it so often does not seem that way?  How do I deal with the reality of my experience?  I spend time in my devotions or at church, and I enjoy that, but it is not as thrilling or enjoyable as the pleasures of this world.
The pleasures of sin, the amusements of the world, the world’s delicacies – folly’s feast tastes so good. For the drunk, there is just nothing quite like the feeling of drinking. For the person caught up in sexual sin, spending time in prayer does not come anywhere near the kind of pleasure associated with his immorality. If I have some Bronco tickets and my plans are to go to church at 9:00 and the Bronco game at 2:00, what am I supposed to do with the fact that I am looking forward to 2:00 more than I am 9:00? What am I supposed to do with the fact that I look forward more to watching the next episode of whatever on TV than I do to my devotions? Most people, if they were honest, would admit that they can not even imagine reading the Bible being more pleasurable than reading a good fiction book or their favorite magazine or a newspaper or a Playboy or whatever it is their soul has an appetite for. Many of us can hardly imagine having a prayer time each day that would actually be more enjoyable than watching a movie.
How did David get so he really preferred the presence of God over everything in life?  Was it just because he did not have recreation or entertainment available? No. David was a king. He had a lot more available to him than we have available to us. I think we can gain great insight into the answers to these questions by thinking carefully about the concept of appetite. The Lord teaches us a great deal about what it means to seek and experience Him by comparing our spiritual appetites to our physical appetites. In fact, I think that is probably one of the main reasons God created us with physical appetites. 
There are two main organs involved in appetite – your taste buds and your stomach. If you have a problem with appetite, those are the two things you need to examine to discover the problem.
Taste buds
Suppose there is a guy in your family who has some kind of disorder and starts eating and drinking all kinds of bizarre, disgusting things. He drinks acid and eats every disgusting bug and chews on sharp rocks and broken glass until finally he destroys his mouth and his ability to taste and the part of his mind that can understand taste. So now his taste buds and the nerves in his mouth are almost completely ruined. He gets to the point where he can not enjoy food at all. He can not even feel it or taste it – it brings no pleasure at all. His body still needs food, but his mouth just does not enjoy it. He becomes pathetic. You see him at Thanksgiving and everyone but him is around the table thoroughly enjoying the food  - nothing but smiles all around the table as people are eating turkey and stuffing and potatoes and warm, flakey, buttery crescent rolls and pumpkin pie, apple pie, cherry pie, ice cream, and you feel so sorry for this guy who can not taste. He sees the joy everyone else has, and he wants some of that, but he can not taste anything. 
His nerves are so badly damaged that the only way he can feel anything on his tongue is if he touches a 9-volt battery to his tongue. So you see this poor guy off in the corner, all by himself, and he just keeps touching the battery to his tongue so he can feel something in his mouth. You give him a piece of pie, puts one little bit in his mouth, spits it out and goes back to his battery. 
Eventually the 9-volt is not enough, so he finds bigger and bigger electrical charges to zap his mouth with something he can feel. And the more he does that, the more damage it does to the nerves, and the farther he gets from being able to be satisfied by food. Meanwhile he is dying of starvation.
That is what it is like when in your heart reading Psalms or Romans does nothing for you but reading a magazine or book or committing some sin does - or when you would rather go to the mall than to church. Fellowship with Christ is like the Thanksgiving dinner and the mall is like the battery. The best pleasures of this world are like that battery. 
When we enjoy God’s presence so infrequently and have such small experiences of it and we spend so much time enjoying the world that our sense of taste in our soul becomes ruined, so that sin and the little thrills of this world seem so much more desirable than what God offers; it is not because the pleasures of sin and this world are really that great  (they are like a battery on your tongue at Thanksgiving). It is just that your senses are deadened so much that the little zap of sensation you feel from the sin is all you are able to feel. It seems like the best feeling there is, because you can not conceive of any other feeling. You try putting real food in your mouth, but there is no tingling sensation at all. The guy without taste takes a bite of pie and tastes nothing (for him it is like chewing cardboard) - he can not imagine how eating that could ever feel as good as the battery on his tongue. Just like you can not imagine how reading your Bible or praying could be more enjoyable than watching a movie or a football game. 
The Bible is like a book with two rules. When you read all God’s laws in the Bible and all his commandments, it is kind of like God is the head of the house at Thanksgiving and he says this: “Only two rules in this house –  1) Enjoy the meal, and  2) no batteries.” 
Enjoying the meal honors Him as a great cook. And He does not want you to use electrical charges because He loves His own glory and He loves you. He does not want to be dishonored as a bad cook, nor does He want you to ruin your taste buds and end up in a miserable life where you can not enjoy food.
So when the guy who gets caught with the battery says, “I want to get the sin out of my life. I want to stop using this battery, but I just do not have enough self-discipline,” and you try to help him, you will never be content with him just giving up batteries. If you love him, you will not be satisfied until his taste buds are repaired so he can enjoy food again.
My goal in giving you that illustration is to achieve two things. First, to make it clear in your mind that preferring the world’s feast is a disorder, not just a matter of personal preference or taste. It is not that you like vanilla and God is telling you to start liking chocolate. What our flesh craves is something that does tingle a little, but that can not satisfy. It can only damage.
But the other reason for making this illustration this was is to underscore the fact that a supernatural action is required to repair the problem. Are there some practical things you can do to taste and see that the Lord is good?  Yes, and we will study those in great detail. But you need to understand at the outset that none of those things will work unless God simply decides to do a special, sovereign work in your soul. So everything we do from here on out has to be saturated with desperation-type praying. “God, please, please, please fix my taste buds. There is no doctor in the world who knows how to repair taste buds. Only You can do it. Please, dear Father, have mercy on me and repair the taste buds of my soul.” That is basically what the psalmist is praying in Ps.141:1 Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil … let me not eat of their delicacies. 
And if you sense any hunger in your soul at all for God Himself, rejoice over that!  Do you realize what an incredible grace that is? If you have an appetite for God, you are way, way, way ahead of the game. Gaining that appetite is the hardest part.

Psalms 84:1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! 2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 

It takes a great joy to get your soul to yearn for something. It takes and even greater joy for it to faint for that thing. And it takes an even greater joy to bring your flesh and soul and whole being to cry out or shout for joy. Most of us are not even at stage one. 
Stomach 
The other place to look when you have an appetite problem is your stomach. I think the reason the pleasures of this world, which cannot satisfy, seem like they do satisfy on the short term is because we have become spiritual anorexics. Scripture is very clear that God wants us to think of our soul as being like your stomach. In fact, the Hebrew word for soul is sometimes even translated “appetite.” (Isa.5:14) See also Dt.23:24, Ps.78:18 and Jer.2:24. That is the meaning of the word, because that is what your soul is – the seat of your appetites. 
When you do not eat, your stomach shrinks. When you eat a lot, it stretches out. After a prolonged period of fasting, your stomach shrinks so small that you can eat one or two bites and feel stuffed. But after a time of binging and stuffing yourself, you can get so you do not feel satisfied until you have eaten 2000 calories. All 1 or 2 bites does is make you feel hungrier. An anorexic is someone whose stomach is satisfied by amounts of food that are so tiny that they are not enough to sustain life. Her stomach may feel satisfied, but her body is starving to death.
Your soul is like that. God designed you to only be satisfied with huge pleasures – I mean HUGE pleasures (the kind that can only come through fellowship with God and enjoying His presence). That is the only way to get a pleasure that is big enough to really satisfy the human soul. And that is what we need to sustain life and health. 

Ps.119:32 I shall run the way of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart.

Isa.60:5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will tremble and be enlarged with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come.

Before God can give you what He wants to give you your heart needs to be enlarged to handle it. But when we become spiritual anorexics, and go a long time without experiencing that kind of pleasure, it is like the soul shrinks down so small that it seems like little, tiny pleasures will satisfy it. So you watch a movie or do some other recreation without paying any attention to God, and it feels satisfying for a little while because your soul has shrunk down so small. But it does not keep you satisfied, and you begin to die – it is not enough to keep you going.
What we want is to experience those huge pleasures God designed us for so we can enlarge our soul to be able to handle even bigger pleasures. When you do that, the tiny little one-calorie pleasures of this world will not satisfy, nor will they even seem to satisfy. You will look at them and they will look like a crumb on your plate.
Does that mean I will not be able to enjoy earthly pleasures?
One person responded to this teaching with this remark: “If that is true, then all the pleasures of life will not be enjoyable anymore.” 
It is true that once you stretch out your soul and experience the HUGE pleasure of fellowship with God you will not be able to enjoy tiny things anymore, but that is OK because there is never a time when all you have is tiny things available. 24 hours a day you always have the HUGE pleasure of fellowship with God available!
Understand also that it is not that playing a video game or enjoying a piece of candy is necessarily a small pleasure. Playing a game or eating some candy can either be a small pleasure or a HUGE pleasure. If you focus only on the game or the candy, it is a small pleasure. And yes, it is true – after your stretch out your soul that tiny pleasure will never be enough for you again.
But, you can get the HUGE pleasure of fellowship with God through the game or the candy if you just see them as love gifts from God, and instead of just saying, “Umm, tastes good” and walking away you look at it and say, “This is a mailman. This little piece of candy is carrying a message from my Father in Heaven! It is like getting a ring from Him inviting me to enjoy Him. It is an example He created to show me something about what the pleasures of His presence are like and what He is like! It is a little window that gives me a peek into heaven! It is a gift from Him designed to show me His love for me! And if I enjoy the candy or the game and then turn around and give Him a response of grateful love – so that when I enjoy the candy I am enjoying His love for me, then I will begin to experience the HUGE pleasure that really can satisfy my soul.”
How do you know if you are experiencing some earthly pleasure as a tiny pleasure or a huge pleasure? Look at the results in your heart. True fellowship with God causes increased desire for God, greater joy, contentment, love, awe, encouragement, etc. Enjoyment of earthly pleasures in a way that is not fellowship with God has the opposite effect – reduction of overall contentment, less desire to spend time in prayer and Scripture, etc. (If you spend 5 hours watching TV and claiming that it is a huge pleasure because you are fellowshipping with God the whole time, but afterward your flesh is strengthened, your spirit weakened, heaven seems more remote and God less desirable; you are kidding yourself.)
Earthly pleasures can be enjoyed as long as they are enjoyed in the way God intended when He wrapped the present. Have you ever seen a 1 year old open presents? When Carolyn-Nicole was a baby, if I bought her a brand new jeep and put the key in a box and wrapped it up, the only enjoyment she could get out of it would be to stick the wrapping paper in her mouth. But now that she is becoming an adult she can understand the significance of seeing a Jeep key in the box. Was she happy as a baby to get some paper to put in her mouth? Yes. But if you compare the kind of happiness she had about the paper with the happiness she would have now if she got the Jeep, then you know the difference between enjoying pleasures that God provides just as earthly pleasures and enjoying them as gifts from God.
Most of the time we enjoy God’s gifts to us like a baby enjoying wrapping paper. When you have a nice meal or watch a great movie, and you enjoy it without thinking about the God who gave it to you, you are just chewing on the wrapping paper. And the goal of this study is to bring us from being babies to being adults so we can enjoy what is in the box each time God gives us some pleasure.
This principle will fill your life with so much joy, it is amazing. I always thought my marriage was a very good marriage, but since I have begun to understand these principles – now that I am learning to enjoy Tracy as an expression of my fellowship with God (I used to enjoy her like wrapping paper), I am starting to see the love of God that is in the box. I think I can say without exaggeration that I have received more pleasure from Tracy over the past year and a half than over the whole previous 15 years combined. The same goes for my enjoyment of my kids and my parents and sisters and friends. I used to have to work hard to squeeze time with my kids into my schedule. Now I desire to spend time with them so intensely that I find a way to do it. And I think they can tell the difference. When you enjoy some earthly pleasure as part of your enjoyment of the presence of God there is an intensity and depth of pleasure that exceeds anything you can imagine. 
The Joy of Seeking 
In the last lesson we established that 1) fellowship with God is always available, 2) it is not easy to find, and requires earnest seeking. Usually when something is especially difficult we do not desire to do it. In most cases you only do difficult things when the goal you are trying to reach is so good that it makes all the hard work worth it. And the goal of seeking after the experience of God’s presence is certainly a good enough goal that it would make any painful process worth it. However, we need to realize that while seeking God is a difficult process, it is not a miserable process. In fact, it is a wonderful process that is itself desirable. In Ps.27:4 David requested only one thing of the Lord – that he might dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his life. And the reason David wanted to do that was so that he could engage in two activities. The first activity was to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord. (We’ll talk about that when we get to v.2) The second activity was to seek God.

Ps 27:4  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 

David’s one desire was to be in a place where he could do two things: gaze and seek. Seeking God is not just the difficult price you have to pay to get the good result of finding fellowship with Him. Seeking God is itself a wonderful, desirable thing. And I think the reason is because seeking God is a kind of seeking that involves a lot of finding. There is joy in the seeking when there is a lot of finding. If a kid never found a single egg Easter after Easter, he would soon grow tired of Easter egg hunts. But kids like Easter egg hunts because they always find lots of eggs.
It is interesting to me that most kids would rather do an Easter egg hunt than just walk up to a table with a bunch of eggs and grab a basketful. There is enjoyment in the seeking, provided the seeking is fruitful enough. Why is that? Again, it goes back to the concept of thirst. The enjoyment of satisfaction rises in proportion to the level of anticipation. The woman who searched her whole house for the lost coin in Lk.15 was so happy she threw a party when she found it. She did not throw a party over her other coins that were never lost. The Prodigal’s father had a huge feast because he was so happy that his lost son was now found. God designed our faculties of joy to be properly fulfilled only after a time of longing and seeking and expectation. You are much more excited about getting a breath of air after being deprived of air for 2 minutes than you are right now. You are a lot happier to be handed a diploma after 4 years of hard work than you would be if they came out of a vending machine.
So why is not it joyful for me?
Perhaps you are thinking, “Why is it not that enjoyable for me? I read my Bible and it is hardly enjoyable at all. My prayer time is one of the least enjoyable times of my day. In this egg hunt it seems like do not find near enough eggs to make me excited about the hunt.”
If you have not found the process of seeking God to be a joyful one, there are a few possibilities. One could be lack of faith. Another could be lack of eagerness in your seeking. And third could be that your seeking is not really a seeking after God, but for something else. 
Lack of Faith The other two will be examined in the next lesson. 
One reason some people do not enjoy the process of seeking fellowship with God is because of little faith. They are like a kid who is not sure there are any eggs. They have not experienced the presence of God in the past enough to even have the confidence that it will be as wonderful as it is cracked up to be. 
If that is the case for you the solution is in Ps.34:8

Ps.34:8  Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

Craving will never happen until there has been some tasting. 

1 Pe.2:2-3 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk…3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Craving only comes after there has been sufficient tasting. In the last lesson we found that we should get so we can’t wait to spend time with God – just like a kid can’t wait to open presents on his birthday. Why does a kid get excited? How does he know he will like opening presents?  The only reason a kid gets excited about opening gifts is because of his memories of past gifts. Have you ever seen a kid get a present on his first birthday? To him it is just a box. He couldn’t care less what is inside – he does not even know there is anything inside. So he does not get excited when he sees the box. But by the time he is 10, when he sees of gifts on his birthday, he gets excited because he remembers from the past what it is like to open presents.
The reason David couldn’t wait to be in the presence of God was because he had experienced times with God that were so sweet and so good and so satisfying and so exhilarating that he automatically had this kind of longing for the next time. We see that in Ps.63. His longing and hungering and intense thirsting in v.1 is based on his past tasting that he describes in v.2, where he talks about how in the past he experienced God’s glory and power. That is what it means to taste and see. 
Ask God for that. “God please, let me have an experience of Your love that is so enjoyable I will get a taste for You that makes me want more and more.” On the bag of one popular brand of potato chips it says, “You can’t eat just one.” That is how it is with fellowship with God. If I do not hunger for it it is because I have not really tasted it. If I hunger for it only a tiny bit it is because I’ve only tasted it a tiny bit. That is our goal with fellowship with God – to get enough of a taste of it that we will crave it constantly.
My goal is for my whole life to be either tasting or feasting. What I want to avoid at all costs is using God’s goodness without tasting it. 
Taste is an interesting thing. A taste is something that can not be known any other way than by the actual experience of tasting. No amount of knowledge can replace the experience. I could get some food that you have never tried, and give you an hour long lecture on exactly how salty it is, or how sweet, what the texture is like, how firm it is, how much fat it has and you would still have no idea what it actually tasted like. The only way to know a taste is to actually experience it. That is why a person can sit in church and learn about God for 50 years but never really love spending time with Him. If you never really experience that fellowship with Him – if you never taste it – you will never want it. 
But not even all experience is really tasting. It is possible to just wolf down a bunch of food and swallow it just to get some calories to get through the day and to be so distracted there is no actual tasting and enjoyment of the goodness of the food. You can do that with God too. That is what you do when you have your devotions just because you figure you need them to get you through the day, but you do not really stop to enjoy God. Some people have devotions in the morning and it is more like taking vitamins than it is like feasting on a wonderful breakfast. They do not taste of the goodness of fellowship with God. The vitamins of God’s Word do not work unless you taste and enjoy them.
Another thing that can keep you from tasting is if you have the gravel of this world or the vomit of sin in your mouth. You can only taste one thing at a time. If you are trying to enjoy sin, or trying to enjoy the world apart from God, you can not enjoy God at the same time. You have to pick one or the other. 
In fact, it seems like it takes a certain amount of time after spitting out those other things before your mouth is clean enough to really taste God’s goodness. Even when you have repented, it is hard to taste the goodness of fellowship with God right after you have committed some sin that really grieved Him. That is one reason to be scared to death of sin. When I sin against God and choose to delight in something other than Him, it may take some time before I will ever be able to taste the sweetness of fellowship with Him again. 

Isa.8:17 I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob. I will put my trust in him.

There is a period in which God turns His face away and withholds intimacy. In fact, the decision to sin can sometimes prevent a person from even being able to repent for a time. Deciding to sin can have a hardening effect on your heart that makes repentance impossible. 

Hos.5:4-6  "Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; …  6 When they go with their flocks and herds to seek the LORD, they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself from them. 

That is a horrible thought! We should be willing to do anything to avoid that.

Try to make your whole day a tasting of the goodness of God. Every time you enjoy something or feel a good feeling or think of something you would enjoy – remember that the experience of His love is better than that thing. And the experience of His love is available every moment!  His love is showering down all over me like a downpour of the sweetest, best tasting drink you have ever tasted, but to stand in the downpour is not necessarily to experience His love. You have to stick out your tongue and taste the sweetness of it. Make it your goal to walk around all day with your tongue out.

Another way to increase your faith is my making your soul listen to the Word of God – especially God’s great and precious promises. Faith comes through hearing the Word of God. If you are going to believe something, you have to know what it is you are believing. Find the promises in Scripture that describe how wonderful the presence of God is. Find promises about how wonderful fellowship with Him is. Find promises about how wonderful relational knowledge of Him is. And then let your soul just rest on those and take delight in them. Memorize them so that you can meditate on them so that you can take delight in them and trust in them. That will increase your faith.
 



