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Mt 25:31-46
31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34"Then the King will say to those on his right, `Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37"Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40"The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 41"Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 44"They also will answer, `Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45"He will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
This is one of the fullest, clearest descriptions of Judgment Day in the Bible.  Some people are alarmed that it is entirely focused on works and grace is not mentioned at all.  But that shouldn’t shock anyone.  Scripture is clear that we are saved by grace and judged on our works.  That’s always the standard.  

Judgment Day is always all about works.
Mt.16:27  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 

Ro.2:6-10  God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  7To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: …10but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good:

1Co.3:12-15  If any man builds… 13his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15If it is burned up, he will suffer loss

2Co.5:9-10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

Ecc.12:14  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 
Rev.20:11-15  Then I saw a great white throne … and books were opened. …The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. …each person was judged according to what he had done. 

The fact that we are saved by grace alone keeps us from righteousness by works, and the fact that we are judged on the basis of works keeps us from righteousness through intellectualized theology.

We tend to fall into an imbalance on one side or the other, and these two powerful doctrines protect us from that.  And the doctrines are so inseparably interwoven throughout Scripture that they can both be found side by side all over the place.

Even in this passage, which has to be about the most works-dominated passage in the Bible, still the backdrop of grace is ever present.  In v.34, instead of saying, “Take your wages,” He says take your inheritance.  An inheritance is a gift graciously given.

31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
and when the son of man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon the throne of His glory

This is not a parable.  It is a clear, straightforward, literal statement about the Son of Man and the nations.  It’s not a parable about sheep and goats.  The only thing that is compared to sheep and goats is the fact of separating.

Jesus goes out of His way to introduce this section with an emphatic statement about how glorious His second coming will be.

The human heart craves that which is glorious.  The reason we like spectacular things, big, impressive, awesome things is because of this.  The amazing, awesome spectacles we create are minuscule and nothing compared to real glory, but we like to go on the 4th of July nonetheless, because we have a built-in craving for the awesome.

The ultimate, epitome of glory – the greatest display of that which we crave, is the Second Coming. 

So He will come in glory, all the angels will be with Him.  Every last one will be there.  Where else would they be?  This is God at His most glorious.  This is the greatest event ever.  Of course they will all be there.

And Christ will be seated as a regale, majestic King on the throne of His glory. (lit)  The genitive could be epexegetical (apposition)  So the glory itself is the throne.  So he is enthroned not on a chair, but in glory.

Also, after introducing Himself as the Son of Man, the rest of the section He refers to Himself as “the King.”   Keep in mind, as you read through – every time you read “Then the King will…” Jesus is talking about Himself.

The Jews at this time had no concept at all of the final Judgment being made by the Messiah.  No one expected that.  It was always God the Father.

This is part of the glorification of Christ.  No one will enter into eternity with Christ hanging as a criminal on a cross as their last image of Christ.

And this is important for the disciples to hear, because 2vv after this section (26:2) He says something else about the Son of Man.  The Son of man will be handed over to be crucified.  The disciples needed to know that the one the mocked as King of the Jews was actually the glorious King of all Creation, and it was not His fate that was in their hands, but their fate that was in His hands.

I think the reason Jesus begins this way is it to highlight the dramatic thought of having rendered or denied service to such a great King.

32All the nations will be gathered before him, 
has been used 3 other places in this sermon:
24:7 Nation will rise against nation
24:9 You will be hated by all the nations
24:14 This Gospel will be proclaimed…as a testimony to the nations

I believe the idea here is nations or people groups, not Gentiles.

So in addition to all the angels are all the human beings.  Every creature gathered together in one place.

and he will separate the people (lit “them” in the masculine - “nations” is feminine.) one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

In the countryside sheep and goats mingled during the day. At night they were often separated: sheep tolerate the cool air, but goats have to be herded together for warmth.

Matthew is the only one who includes this part of Jesus’ sermon.  It fits a theme that Matthew has been hammering home throughout the gospel.
We remember 
the separation of the wheat from the chaff (3:12), 
of the true from the hypocrites (4:2,5,16), 
the wise builder from the foolish 7:24-27), 
the wheat from the tares (13:30), 
the good fish from the bad fish (13:48-49), 
the profitable servants from the unprofitable (25:14-30), 
and now the sheep from the goats.

33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
You might expect it to say that He put the nice ones on the right, and the mean ones on His left.  But He doesn’t separate them based on what they did.  He separates them based on what they are.

It’s significant that there are no sheep on the left.  Every sheep is placed on the right side because of what he is, and each one is given eternal reward for what they did.  There are no sheep who did not exhibit love, and there are no goats who did.

34"Then the King will say to those on his right, `Come
The very first word Jesus spoke to the Disciples recorded in Mt. is this same word - come (4:19).  Then He said, Come, follow Me.  Here He says  Come, you who are blessed by my Father take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

Those who respond to the first come get to someday hear the second come.


you who were blessed is a perfect passive ptc.  It points to something that happened in the past with continuing results.  It’s not that they are just now being blessed.  They are the “having been blessed ones”  I believe this points back to their conversion.

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
This is not the Millenium, but the final, eternal phase of the Kingdom (eternal life).

Why is this significant?  What would be the difference if He prepared it 5 seconds before this Judgment?  

God had unlimited power.  That means He could accomplish everything He has done since the creation in one second, and it would be infinitely easy for Him to do so.

God also knew everything He would do for eternity past.  100 trillion years ago God knew what speed the breeze in Louisville would be today.  He planned everything an eternity ago, so why does the Bible pinpoint certain things and tell us they were foreordained?

I don’t know for sure.  Here’s my best guess: The things that are said to have been in place or been planned since before the creation are the things that are central to God’s ultimate grand plan of redemption.  

There are other things that God, of course, knew about all along, but they are incidental.  God knew before the creation where each raindrop in the next rainstorm would land, and He is in full control of it.  But if a certain raindrop lands a millimeter to the left of right, that’s so incidental to the ultimate plan of redemption, that it’s not something highlighted in Scripture as being foreordained.   

So the point here would be that the preparation of the Kingdom – the activity of God making the Kingdom a suitable reward for us, is so central to His perfect plan, such an important, crucial part of it, that Jesus goes out of His way to tell us it has been going on since creation.

Is the death and resurrection of Christ an important part of God’s plan to bring Himself glory?  Yes.  How about the creation and sanctification of the Church?  Yes.

Well another element that is absolutely crucial to the glory of God is the degree of blessing that the righteous receive in the Kingdom.

The unspeakable wonders of reward in heaven are not just to make you happy.  They are an essential part of the eternal purposes of God.  
Imagine back before Gn.1:1 – before God created the heavens and the earth.  The Father says to the Son, “I have the grand idea.  It will involve the creation of a whole universe, billions of people, billions of angels…
Evil will be allowed to exist and run its full course, We will accomplish redemption, and the entire thing will end up with our glory be raised to the highest conceivable display.

And the Son doesn’t ask any questions, because He already knows the end from the beginning, but some created heavenly being chimes in and asks, “What are the crucial ingredients to this plan?”

And God answers, “One of the most vital elements of the whole thing that is absolutely crucial is that at the end the forgiven, redeemed people receive massive blessing that is the highest possible expression of our power and love.”
  
What do you get when you have an infinite God trying His hardest to do something that is most important to Him?

What do you get when the unlimited Deity, who can do an infinite amount with infinite ease, makes it His highest priority to accomplish something?

What do you get?  The inheritance of the righteous.

Another reason for this phrase could be to highlight the certainty of it.  There are some things in God’s plan that can seem to go one way or another depending on what happens.  The Lord wants to make it clear that that’s not the case with this.

35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 
37"Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 

Can anyone spot the difference in the way they restate Jesus’ words?

There are a couple words they repeat three times that Jesus didn’t use: we see.  
They keep saying that.  “We don’t remember seeing you.”

No doubt they do remember helping plenty of people who were in trouble, but they just don’t remember seeing His face in that group.

Evidently, the people they helped didn’t look much like Christ.  Sometimes women say, “Sure, I’ll submit to my husband as to the Lord – once he starts loving me as the Christ loves the Church.”

It is often pointed out that both groups are surprised, but I think that is overstated.  Scripture talks about our ability now to be assured of future blessing.  I don’t think Christians will be shocked to find out they are going to heaven.

I’m not sure on Judgment Day people will be arguing with Jesus over why they are being blessed.  

It’s not that they are surprised to be saved.  If they are surprised about anything it’s at the part about Jesus being the one they literally served or rejected.  The righteous will be surprised when they discover how many acts of kindness they performed, which are regarded by Jesus as having been directed toward Him.

There is something beautiful about this surprise.  It shows that they were not calculating in their kindness.  They weren’t saying, “I’ll feed this poor person so I’ll someday go to heaven.”  They just said, “I’ll feed this poor person because he’s hungry, and he belongs to my beloved Lord.”

There is no question that we are to do things in order to gain reward.  That couldn’t be more clear in Scripture.  Reward is definitely a valid motive, and there is a sense in which every Christian should be like Paul – eagerly looking forward to judgment day when he will receive reward and commendation for his service to God.

But I think when we get to judgment day we will be surprised at the long list of things for which we will receive rewards – things we thought to be little, things we forgot about long ago, things we didn’t even notice because they came naturally to us.

40"The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

Who are the least of these?  All people?  All poor people?  Jewish people?  Poor Jewish people?  The Apostles?  Poor Apostles?  Christian ministers?  

I think people have made this a harder puzzle than it really is.  Think of it this way: if we can figure out what the word these refers to, then we have it, right?

These is a demonstrative pronoun – a word you use when you are pointing at someone.  Who could the King be pointing at?  

We don’t have all that many options.  There is the group on His left, the group on His right, and all the angels.

Of those three, who best fits the description of being Christ’s brothers?  There is no sense in which the angels are his brothers.

Earlier in this book Jesus told us who He considers to be His brothers.
Mt 12:46-50  While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you."   48 He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?" 49Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers. 50For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." 

Jesus never referred to unbelievers as His brothers, and He never referred to Jews as His brothers.

So if Jesus has made it clear that His brothers are His followers – true believers, and we have two groups: the unbelievers and the believers, and Jesus refers to these brothers of mine, what could these possibly mean other than the believers?

So these are believers.  The least of these of are the lowliest of believers.  It’s pretty easy to help the prominent on the rare occasion they need help.  It’s easy to help those who have their act together.

But the least are draining to get involved with.  They have deep, complicated problems that can’t be solved in a short time.  If you get involved with them you are signing on to a long term association with a painful situation.

Notice that least is singular.  He doesn’t say “Come into your inheritance, because you built up the largest soup kitchen in your state.”

He doesn’t say, “Come, you who are blessed by My Father, for you operated the fastest-growing rescue mission in the country.”

Some people think it’s hard to have success in ministry.  That’s because they are focused on how many people they can get to respond.  But success is not measured by people’s responses.  Success in ministry is measured simply by what you offer.

Success in ministry isn’t that hard.  You have something someone needs, you give it to them –you have success.  

This doesn’t require incredible vision, a 3 to 5 year plan, major funding, etc.  You have something the Body of Christ needs, you provide it, that’s success.

In fact, earlier Mt. tells us about a bunch of people who achieved big time in the name of Christ – Miracles!
Mt.7:22,23  Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  
What I wanted from you was not miracles but mercy.  
I was looking not for spectacular achievement, but for mundane love.
I didn’t want you to impress Me; I wanted you to love Me.

Maybe you break your back for years trying to get a prayer ministry going at church, and you experience constant failure.  It never gets off the ground.
And you arrive at Judgment Day and the King enthusiastically says to you, “Come, take your inheritance!”  
“What for?”
“Remember Sunday, April 20, 2001?”
“Yes, but I didn’t even have the prayer ministry going at all by then.”
“Prayer ministry?  I’m not talking about that.  I’m talking about Sunday night, after church.  It was snowy and windy and cold, and someone’s battery was dead, and they needed a jump, and you had jumper cables.  So you went out and helped them.  Remember that?”
“Vaguely, but so what?”
“So what?  That person that needed a jump – that was Me!”

Jesus is opening the doors of heaven to the simplest people in the world.
The great majority of scholars take the least of these to refer to all poor people (Carsen)
5. By far the best interpretation is that Jesus' "brothers" are his disciples (12:48-49; 28:10; cf. 23:8). The fate of the nations will be determined by how they respond to Jesus' followers, who, "missionaries" or not, are charged with spreading the gospel and do so in the face of hunger, thirst, illness, and imprisonment. Good deeds done to Jesus' followers, even the least of them, are not only works of compassion and morality but reflect where people stand in relation to the kingdom and to Jesus himself. Jesus identifies himself with the fate of his followers and makes compassion for them equivalent to compassion for himself (cf. Kistemaker, pp. 146ff.; Manson, Sayings, p. 251; J.C. Ingelaere, "La `Parabole' du jugement dernier [Matthew 25/31-46]," Revue de l'histoire et de philosophic religieuses 50 [1970]: 2360; G.E. Ladd, "The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats in Recent Interpretation," in Longenecker and Tenney, pp. 191-99; cf. Matt 10:40-42; Mark 13:13; John 15:5, 18, 20; 17:10, 23, 26; Acts 9:4; 22:7; 26:14; 1Cor 12:27; Heb 2:17).
    To the objection that this interpretation does not preserve an adequate distinction between the "sheep" and "the least of these brothers of mine," the answer is that (1) a similar ambiguity occurs in Matthew 18;
I’m not convinced the parable is about accepting or rejecting the bearers of the Gospel.  The emphasis is clearly on mercy shown to those in trouble.
But it does seem that the emphasis is on how needy believers are treated.  

Judgment Day will be a day when your level of love for Christ will be evaluated, and the method of evaluating it will be acts of kindness shown or not shown to the least among the Christians.

So why are people judged based on how they treat needy Christians, more than the needy in general?  Because the motive for showing kindness to those in need should be to honor their Creator, and that is more clearly accomplished when you care for the people who clearly belong to His family.

Please notice, Jesus does not say, “Enter into the Kingdom, because you were kind to the poor.”  He says, “Enter into the Kingdom, because you were kind to Me.”

You do not go to heaven as a result of getting involved in social programs for the poor, and winning the philanthropist of the year award.  This is not salvation by humanitarianism.  The people who go to heaven are the people who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and that is measured by your attitude toward His family.
Jesus has made this point before.  

Mt.10:41-42 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 42And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones (same root as least which is the superlative of this word) because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." 

Mt.18:5 where Jesus says whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.

This will be a lot clearer in the Tribulation.  There will be a great apostasy, and tremendous persecution.  Christians will be in need of food and water and clothes and shelter.  They will be in prison for the Gospel, and helping any of those people could cost you your life.

The only people who will do it are people who love Christ.

Acts of philanthropy in general do not necessarily mean anything.  It has meaning only if it is an act of love done out of love for Christ. 

If you are not kind to Christians, you do not love Christ.

Are we responsible to meet the needs of unbelievers?

Does this imply that if someone is an unbeliever, you just let him starve? Are we justified in being cruel toward unbelievers?  Of course not!  

Jas.1:27  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

“What if it’s not a believer?”
Ro.12:20  If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.   

As a Christian, we are to be kind by nature.  People shouldn’t have to qualify for our kindness.  We should be like God, who causes the sun to shine on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

You can express you love for the Creator by showing love to any person He created.  But obviously the real test will be the way you treat believers.
  
1Th 5:15 always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 

Gal 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

People miss the point when they reduce Christianity to social action or community service.  I have often been told that it’s useless to try to meet people’s spiritual needs without first meeting their physical needs.  If someone is starving, they don’t want a lesson on theology.

I’m not sure I agree.  When Jesus fed people, it produced a whole crowd that followed Him around to get free food, but when He stopped the flow of goodies, they became hostile.  I don’t think you can buy men’s souls by giving them handouts.

In fact, giving them handouts may make it less likely that they will repent.  God has promised to take care of His children, and He has not promised to take care of those who reject Him (in fact, He has promised to judge them).  

So if someone is determined to reject God, am I doing him any favors by financing that lifestyle?  If he wants his physical needs met, all he has to do is turn to God, and God will take care of him.  So if he refuses to turn to God, am I responsible to take care of him?

We have limited resources.  What we give to one person, we can’t give to another.  Shouldn’t we follow the pattern of Gal.6 and make the family of believers our highest priority?

I don’t think you can support the idea that giveaways will aid in evangelism.  

If I see an unbeliever who is thirsty, will I share my water with him?  Of course.  If I see an animal suffering, if I can do something to help, I will.  That should just be the reflex of a loving heart.  

There is no question the true believer will be someone who will care for the poor.  When John the Baptist wanted proof that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus said, “Go tell John that the Gospel is being preached to the poor.”

But should we set up a structure so that those people can be continually supported by the church, even if they refuse to repent?  No.

Our Policy Toward Helping Those In Need
We do not give money to those who call and ask.  We will invite them into our homes or provide food if they are desperate.  

If people want to come to church and seek the Lord, we will help them – perhaps even unbelievers.  But we won’t finance someone who is thumbing his nose at God and demanding money from Him at the same time.

(Who would like to run a food kitchen?)

Let’s take a look at the kinds of kindness the Lord is calling for.
35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

One thing that strikes me about this list is how inexpensive these things are.  If you come across someone who needs a meal, it’s a not a huge sacrifice to provide a meal.  It’s even easier for us with water.  You can visit the sick or prisoners.  

You don’t have to be rich to do these things.

41"Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed,

cursed is also a perfect tense.  It seems to point to some point at which they were cursed by God.

 into the eternal fire 
The same word is used to describe the eternality of punishment as the life.  If you don’t believe in eternal punishment, you can’t hold to eternal life either.

The fire could be figurative (Satan is a spirit), but if so, it symbolizes something worse.

prepared for the devil and his angels. 

He doesn’t say to both groups, “Go to the place prepared for you.”  He says that to the righteous, but to those on His left he says “Go to the place prepared for the devil.”

Why is this?  Did God know, when He made hell, that human beings would eventually end up there?  And did He make it a place of suitable judgment for them?  Yes to both.

So if it’s true that God did prepare hell for these people as well as for Satan and his angels, why doesn’t He say that?

It seems to me that Jesus is implying in a subtle way that this didn’t have to happen.  Those people didn’t have to, and shouldn’t have ended up in hell.  They should have ended up in heaven.  They were created for eternal fellowship with God.

Predestination is a true doctrine that is taught in Scripture, but if you assume from that doctrine that somehow people don’t really have a choice, you are abusing that doctrine and creating a very dangerous false doctrine that is heresy.

42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 

44"They also will answer, `Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'   

(This list of good deeds is given 4 times.  Evidently the Lord wouldn’t mind if we committed it to memory as a guide for our kindness)

Implied: “Had we known it was You, we would have gladly shown love.  We thought those were just regular people who were not worth helping.”
The righteous didn’t know it was Christ either.  For them it was just a natural reaction of a loving heart to a need.

45"He will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 
On judgment Day unbelievers will face the staggering reality that all their acts of unkindness toward people, the King regards as having been done against Himself!

46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

They, not you.  Jesus ends the quote from Judgment Day in v.45.  He stops, then looks at His disciples, and makes a concluding statement that is Him talking in the first century.  It’s very dramatic.

How Can We Be Prepared? 
Jesus gives us 4 practical things – the same thing He emphasized to the church about 60 years later in Rev.2,3

1.	Learn from the faithful and wise servant (24:45-51).

When He returns, be doing what He told you to do.  OBEDIENCE

Don’t be like the disobedient church in Thyatira who indulged their lusts.

2.	Learn from the wise virgins (25:1-13)

Make wise decisions now so you will be ready for the delay and the surprise.  Make preparations to be faithful through the Tribulation.  WISDOM

Don’t be foolish like the church in Pergamum who listened to false teachers. 

3.	Learn from the faithful steward  (25:14-30)

Put your resources to work as a steward.  Make sure your Master gets a good return on what He has entrusted to you.  FAITHFULNESS/USEFULNESS 

Don’t be like the useless, worthless Laodiceans who were neither hot nor cold – just worthless lukewarm.

4.	Prepare for the final Judgment.

Show love to the insignificant saints who are in trouble.  LOVE FOR CHRIST

Don’t be like the Ephesians who were the ideal church, but ended up losing their first love.
Don’t be like the church in Sardis who were a lively church but spiritually dead.


Be like the church in Smyrna, who would not compromise even in afflictions, poverty, slander, suffering, persecution and prison.
Be like the church in Philadelphia and hang on to what you have – take advantage of the door that is before you that no one can shut.
 
OBEDIENCE, WISDOM, FAITHFULNESS and LOVE FOR CHRIST.

 



