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25:1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their own torches and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their torches but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their torches. 

5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6"At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their torches. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our torches are going out.' 9"`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom came. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11"Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' 12"But he replied, `I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 

13"Therefore KEEP WATCH, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
Here Jesus describes His Second Coming as the coming of the Bridegroom.  This is a pretty bold thing for Him to do, because the OT frequently refers to God as the Bridegroom (Isa.54:4,5, 62:5, Hos,1-3, etc.), but never to the Messiah.


In ancient Jewish weddings, there was an engagement that actually made the couple legally married.  It was a legally binding contract between the fathers.

After that the groom would go prepare a place for the bride for about a year.  Then he would come back and get her.  The bride’s party would go out and meet the groom’s party – often at night when the display of torches would be spectacular, and then make the procession to the place of the feast.   Those were the biggest celebrations they had in their culture.

They knew what day the groom would come.  It was Wednesday if the bride was a virgin and Thursday if she were a widow.

The virgins are the bridesmaids.  There is no significance attached to their virginity – married women were never bridesmaids. 
Commentators have speculated about the Bride, the oil, the torches, etc.  – Especially the oil.  I probably read 15 to 20 theories about what the oil is.  One commentator said the oil is whatever you wish.

Doing that will make you miss the point.

Those things just make the story.  Remember one of the keys to interpreting a parable lies in pinpointing any surprising elements?  Read through and see if you see anything that doesn’t sound realistic.

12"But he replied, `I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 

Neither desire nor request is sufficient (many teach that’s all there is to the Gospel). 

The phrase I don't know you was sometimes used to treat someone as if he were a stranger.  It was a way of disowning someone.  It would be like if a father said to his son, “Get out of here – I don’t know you anymore.”  

The idea isn’t that he doesn’t know who the person is, but that he is disowning them, and disavowing any association with them.

The phrase was used by rabis when they were so disgusted with a student that they would say this, and the meaning was, “I don’t want any more to do with you.”

It is a very, very strong phrase.  It’s like saying, “Get out of my sight.”

This should come as a jolt to those who think that even though they are not fully committed to Christ, they will still end up in heaven because they are pretty good.

 You can imagine everything happening like this in a wedding, except for the end.  Can you picture a groom shutting out and disowning half the bride’s wedding party?  These girls are not just invited guests.  They are the bridesmaids!  

Do you suppose this ended up being this couple’s first fight?  “You what!!??!”

You may be thinking, “No groom would ever do that.”  If you think that, that’s perfect – because you are feeling the sting of this story.

It would be like if I told you a story: “Once upon a time there was a pastor who labored in the Word Sunday after Sunday, and his congregation was apathetic.  As he looked out at all the glazed-over expressions, he wondered if what he was saying was getting through to anyone.  And then one day, he got an idea.  He brought a sharp machete to church one week, and gave it to the usher.  If anyone ever nodded off – off with his head!”

If I told a story like that, you would listen and track right along – everything sounds normal, until suddenly a ridiculous sounding ending.  

What would you interpret the point of the pastor story to be?  You wouldn’t say, “Well, the pews represent slothfulness, and the hymnbooks that must have been in those pews represent the expression of phony religion…”

No.  You would come away thinking the pastor was making one point – that he considers the lethargy of his congregation to be a far more serious matter than anyone realized.

So how should we interpret this parable?

The consequence of failure to be ready is far more serious than fools realize.  

So that’s the point of the parable.  We must be very careful attaching allegorical meaning to all the details.  There are, however, some insights that can be gleaned from the way Jesus formulates this story.

Before the Coming
1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their torches and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.
This distinction is made right off the bat, and continues throughout.  The girls are always referred to as either the foolish or the wise.  The real issue isn’t so much that they didn’t have oil.  The major factor is that they were foolish.

3The foolish ones took their torches but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their torches. 

These torches were poles with a rag at the top, soaked with oil.  They would burn brightly for about 15 minutes, and then would go out.  When you took a torch somewhere, you took oil with.  Going somewhere with a torch with no extra oil would be like driving your car with ½ a gallon of gas.

The point is, you didn’t have to be a rocket scientist to know to bring oil with your torch.  If there is another surprising, unrealistic feature to this story, it’s that anyone would be that dumb.  It’s kind of a silly premise that this could even happen.

5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
There’s nothing wrong with that.  All 10 fall asleep.  Sleep is exactly what a person should do in the middle of the night – especially if he is gearing up for a huge celebration that would go many hours.

If we are going to compare this sleep to anything, it would be the regular activities of life.  Jesus didn’t return within moments or hours, and so eventually the Church needed to stop staring toward heaven and get busy with the normal activities of life.

When Christ returns, it will be at a moment when we are just going about our normal routine.  It would be nice if He happened to come at a moment when we were contemplating the rapture, but for most of us, at the moment He returns, we will be thinking about getting the yard mowed, or getting dinner ready, or getting a toilet unplugged.  

That’s exactly how the Lord wants it, because that way it becomes clear who’s really ready.


The Coming

6"At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their torches. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our torches are going out.'  

Only now,after an entire night, does it occur to these girls that they need oil.

9"`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 
Here the wise ones show their wisdom again.  If they give away half their oil, then halfway throughout he procession all the torches will go out, and this wedding will really be a disaster. 

10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom came. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

The problem wasn’t so much that they lacked oil.  They don’t get shut out for not having oil.  The problem is they had been foolish, and that foolishness resulted in them missing their chance to be a part of the wedding and to be admitted into the feast.

Another lesson we can take from this part is the fact that becoming prepared can’t be done in a moment.  Those who are planning to repent at some point in the future will probably find that it won’t happen.  True repentance is something that comes at the end of a long process.

11"Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' 
lit “Lord Lord”  Jesus seems to slip out of the parable into reality just like the last parable.

12"But he replied, `I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 

The story is meant to be heartbreaking.  

They are ready just before and just after – just not right at the time.  The way the story works out, you almost feel for the foolish virgins.  They’re not like that horrible, cruel servant in the last parable who beat the women, got drunk, etc. 

They didn’t do anything really bad, or cruel.  You don’t get the sense that they deserve to be shut out.  

This is something Jesus only says to people who seem to be closely related to Him.

Mt 7:21-23
21"Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

These are people whose greatest expectation in life is the Second Coming of their Lord Jesus Christ, and it will turn out to be the worst day of their existence.

 Some commentators try to say they were phony virgins, they never did truly care about the bridegroom, etc.  That is totally contrived.  They are as anxious for his coming as the others.  They went out, they waited, they had torches, their torches were burning, etc.

The whole point is that they were genuine bridesmaids.  That’s what makes the story so striking. It’s not enough to just be a bridesmaid.  You must also make wise preparation for the future.

The point is that being foolish can have disastrous results.  

Relying of the fact that you are one of the bridesmaids, or that you have a torch, or anything about your past or present – that’s foolish.  Nothing about your past or present guarantees faithfulness in the future.  

And faithfulness in the future will not happen unless  you make wise decisions now.

13"Therefore KEEP WATCH, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

In the last parable, the problem was the servant thought the delay would be longer than it was.  In this parable the virgins think the delay would be shorter than expected.  

In the last parable we learned that you can’t put off getting ready, but what do we learn from this parable?

It teaches that we must be prepared not only for His return, but we must be prepared for a delay.  How do you prepare for delay?

What kinds of things cause people to turn away from following Christ? (Make a list on the white board)

1.	Trouble
2.	Persecution  Mark 4:16  Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 

Jesus repeatedly warned about the coming persecution & resulting apostasy.
3.	dissipation, drunkenness
4. The worries of life. Mk.4:18, Lk.21:34  34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 

5.	The deceitfulness of wealth
6.	lusts  Mk.4:18  Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 

So what kind of wise preparations can we make to see to it that these factors won’t result in a sudden unreadiness on our part right before the Second Coming?

* Cultivate the habit of not bowing to the god of self.  Make comfort a small priority in your life – something you enjoy but don’t require.  If you get so you require some level of comfort, you are very vulnerable.  The less comfort is an issue to you, the less use persecution will be in the hands of the Devil against you.

* Develop a heavenly perspective on life.  The more you think on things above, the less the above list will tend to grip you.

* Cultivate a deep love for God.


Get ready, because the time is coming when it will no longer be possible to get ready.

