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36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
      37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
   38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39
 and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at               
                                                                                                    the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  42"Therefore KEEP WATCH, because 
you do not know on    what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house 
had known 
at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have KEPT WATCH and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, 		because the Son of Man 
will come 
  at an hour when you do not expect him. 45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant 
whose master finds him doing so when he comes. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says 
to himself, `My master is a long time in coming,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of 
that servant will come on a day when 
he does not expect him and at an hour 
he does not know. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
25:1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6"At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 
7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 
9"`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 10"But while they were 
on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom came. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
11"Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' 
12"But he replied, `I tell you the truth, 
I don't know you.' 
13"Therefore KEEP WATCH, 
because you do not know the day or the hour. 
14"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19"
After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 
21"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
22"The man with the two talents also came. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 
23"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. `Master,' he said, `I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 
26"His master replied, `You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I came I would have received it back with interest.

The Importance of Judgment

Now that Jesus has completed His summary of the events of the end (1/3 of the sermon), He spends the remaining 2/3 of His sermon warning about the coming judgment. 
 
If you want to find proportions like that, you are pretty much going to have to read the Bible, because you are not going to find it in very many sermons or books these days.

I got a salvation tract from a nearby church that supposedly gives the plan of salvation, and there is not one word about judgment.  The Four Spiritual Laws tract is the same way.  

It’s difficult to find a Gospel presentation today that even mentions Judgment Day, much less which has it as it’s primary emphasis.

If there is anything we make clear to the world it should be that there is no escaping Judgment Day.  Yet I have found that even most Christians know very little about it.  

Sinful man has never liked the idea of being accountable and answerable to God.  We read of the hostility of Cain when God confronted him about his actions, and that has continued throughout history.  

Because of the creation, man always has this nagging sense that there must be a God, and that we are answerable to Him as our Creator.  But sinful man doesn’t want to be accountable for his actions, so he takes great pains to think of a way around the obvious.  	And they do that by deliberately ignoring the fact that the creation must have come from a Creator.  

The effort to invent a system that explains all that exists without God being necessary is driven by the fact that man wants to do evil.
2Pe 3:3-7  First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 
The problem with following your evil desires is, what are you going to do on Judgment Day when He comes?

4They will say, "Where is this `coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.
That’s a reference to Gn.1.  The deliberately put out of their minds the obvious fact that since there is a creation, we must have a Creator.

6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
They put out of their minds the fact that God had judged in the past and will do so in the future.  

“In an age of scientific enlightenment, how can rational people – otherwise intelligent people, believe that the creation created itself?  
That all matter came into existence with no cause?  
That evolution explains spiritual realities like thoughts or love or sin?  
How can they believe that the incredible beauty and order and wonder we see around us came from a random explosion?
How can they really hold to the position that if you just have hydrogen gas floating through space, if you wait long it will turn into a human being all by itself?
Children know better!”

The reason they can hold to such infantile and illogical thinking has absolutely nothing to do with science, and everything to do with lust.  The fundamental driving point of evolutionism is man’s evil lusts.  The reason the world fell all over themselves to accept such an silly and mindless theory as naturalistic evolution is that it enables them to imagine there is no God.

But deep down they know there is not only a God but also a Judgment Day.  Deep down they know they deserve to die for their sinfulness. (Ro.1:32)   That knowledge is what drives them to constantly work to suppress the truth in their minds (Ro.1:18), and it’s our job to just as constantly remind them of it so they can be brought to repentance.

When man has an awareness of the reality of Judgment Day, and the judgmental nature of God, he will tend to repent.  So the biggest favor we can do the world is communicate that to them.

Jesus’ Emphasis
Compare the frequency of our discussion of judgment with Jesus.  
The whole Sermon on the Mount bristles with implications of judgment (It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. Mt.5:29)

Jesus pronounced woes on Korizin, woes on Bethsaida, woes on men and women in general, woes on those who cause people to sin, woes on the Pharisees, woes on the whole world

Almost every parable speaks of judgment. 

When Jesus would make a routine call to discipleship, He mentioned judgment.  Here is what Jesus’ altar calls sounded like: Mt 16:24-27  "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. …27For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.

Ch.23 is the most blistering pronouncement of judgment ever given, and now He spends 2/3 of this sermon talking about Judgment Day.

And that’s just the book of Mt.

Churches advertise: “Our church is a safe place to take Christianity for a test drive.”  By “safe” they usually mean you won’t be confronted with your sin.

What a contrast to God’s ideal for a church:
1Co 14:23-25 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!" 

The ideal in the church is for unbelievers to come in and be convinced by all that he is a sinner and be judged by all.  The problem with the modern church is we are not judgmental enough.

We have it completely backwards.  We won’t confront unrepentant sin, and we hold grudges over repentant sin!

So how can we return to the centrality of the importance of judgment?  By returning to a focus on Jesus’ teaching.  Let’s do that.



The rest of the sermon could be entitled: “Ready or not, here I come!”

36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beginning with this verse we are suddenly faced with a seemingly impossible tension between the concept of signs and imminence.

The rest of the chapter repeatedly emphasizes the fact that no one knows the time, and therefore we must live in constant readiness.   If that point is so important, why are we to learn the parable of the fig tree?  Are there some clear, observable signs that will indicate the day and hour is at hand or not?

Some have suggested that while we can’t know the day or hour, we can know the general time.  That brings up the first major interpretive issue we must solve: the meaning of day or hour.

The most obvious place to begin is with the simplest sense – a literal 24 hr. period and a literal 60 minute period.  
Problems: 
It would allow that we could know the month or even the week.  Such knowledge would render meaningless the rest of the ch.  If we could pinpoint the week of His return, it would not require constant readiness in life.

Also, that view wouldn’t explain why the word day is included.  If you can’t know the hour, of course you can’t know the day.  All Jesus would have had to say is “No one knows the hour.”

It seems to me the context calls for a more figurative use.  Day = general time and Hour = specific time.  No one knows the general period, and once we are in the general period, no one can pinpoint the specific time.

I believe the point here is that no one can know which generation it will happen in, no one can know the decade, no one will ever be able to figure out the year or the month or the day or the hour or the second.   

No one knows or will ever know until it happens.  That fits the rest of what Jesus says in the remainder of the chapter, and it is the best interpretation of the phrase day or hour.  

It also fits what the rest of the NT teaches.  
Ac 1:6-7    So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates (periods or epochs/eras) the Father has set by his own authority.

1Th.5:1-7  Now, brothers, about times and dates (same phrase as Acts 1:7) we do not need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

There is enough ambiguity in end times prophecies that we cannot develop an airtight order of events that everything fits in to.

The prophecy conference types will claim to.  They will take enigmatic, veiled, ambiguous statements and ignore all the unknowns.  They will find a reference to 1260 days and state dogmatically “This fits right into this slot in my chart.”  (even though nothing in the text itself places that time reference in that place in their chart).

The result is a nice, neat, tidy time line with every event sequenced – no holes, no possible gaps, everything accounted for.
Those people have a place in their chart for every prophecy verse except this one.  There is no place in their system for no one knows the day or hour.  

If these parables are clear about anything it is that Jesus’ coming will catch believers and unbelievers alike totally unawares.  How can that be if we can start a stopwatch from the moment an unclean animal is sacrificed in the Temple?

So how do we reconcile that with the parable of the fig tree?
I believe the parable of the fig tree is given for the purpose of comfort, not calculation.  If you find yourself suffering and in the midst of terrible persecution and tribulation, and you are faithful to Christ, take heart, because it won’t go one forever.  Those days will be cut short for your benefit.  Jesus is right on the other side of the door, and He will step in before things get too difficult for you to handle.  

We do not watch for the coming of the Antichrist or the re-building of the Temple or somebody’s covenant with the Jews, or a ten-nation confederacy.  We watch for His coming.  That is our great hope.  The information about all that other stuff is for our encouragement – when you see that, you know it won’t last indefinitely.  

Don’t be afraid of the cataclysms.  Lenski: “To the children of this world, who scorn this kingdom, every sign that this world, in which all their treasure rests, is breaking up must bring dismay.  But the treasure of the disciples is in the kingdom, and every sign that proclaims its consummation must fill them with joy.”

The unregenerate are invested in this world.  We are invested in the next.  So when this world begins breaking up, it’s upsetting to them and exciting for us.

2 Pe.3:11-13  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 


