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The End of the Age  Pt.10      Mt.24:32-36    3-18-01

Trumpet – did you notice in 1 Co.14:8 that while the harp and flute are associated with making music, the point of the trumpet was to summon to war?

24:3 when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

sign
4 "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 
vv.6-8 Beginning of the pains
vv.9-26  Persecution/apostasy/abomination
vv.27-31  The appearing
when
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

vv.37-41 Once you realize it, it’s too late
In the Mean Time
vv.42-44  Time can’t be narrowed down, so watch continually
vv.45-51  Be about your task
25:1-13 Be ready for a long delay
vv.14-30  Be a good, faithful servant in the mean time
vv.31ff  Judgment

 

Now He turns to the question of when.

32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.
Most trees there were evergreens.  Only two lost their leaves.  The almond? budded in early Spring, the fig in late Spring.  That makes the budding of the fig the last thing before summer.

The tree does not represent Israel.  We do not have to interpret the parable, because Jesus supplies the point of significance – the only point is the analogy of how the appearance of one thing serves as a precursor and herald of another.

33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 

you The Church
all these things vv.6-26
it  the appearing
near  approaching soon after

When the Church sees the abomination, the Church will know Christ’s appearing will be approaching soon after.

right at the door  If you had company coming over, and you are frantically trying to get the house clean before they arrive, and they call from their cell phone – you ask, “Where are you?” and they say, “On your front porch” you don’t have time to clean the house.

34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 

Mt 5:18  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 

e[wj a'n pa,nta tau/ta ge,nhtaiÅ
e[wj a'n pa,nta        ge,nhtaiÅ

In this construction it appears to be an effective rather than an ingressive aorist.  

I think we can be fairly certain that the point is that this generation will not come to an end – they will survive until all the tribulation is completed.  

The harder question is who is this generation?

There are a number of views:
1. Jesus was predicting that His generation would see the second coming, and was wrong.  Those who hold this view say it’s possible, because Jesus Himself admitted two vv. later that He didn’t know the day or hour.  

There are a couple problems with this.  First of all, it’s one thing for Jesus not to know the day or hour, but it’s another thing for Him to propagate error.  That would make Him a false prophet.  

Jesus is no false prophet.  In fact the very next v. says that His words are more reliable than heaven and earth themselves.  The point of that v. is that Jesus staked His credibility in general on the accuracy of this prophecy.

Besides, if Jesus said He didn’t know the day or hour, why would He make a statement about when it was going to happen?

Also, why would Jesus spend the whole rest of the chapter warning them to be ready for a lengthy delay?

We reject that view.

2. Evil men (or the Jews, or the Church) will be present until the end
The word generation can mean race or a line of similar people.  

Mt.23:33-36  "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation. 

This is a good lexical option, but it runs into trouble contextually.  What would that mean?  The people who will be persecuting you will exist at the time of the persecution?  The Church will exist until the Rapture?  The Jews will be present at the end?  What would be the point of saying any of that?

3. “all these things” = the destruction of the Temple
The point here would be that Jesus contemporaries will witness the destruction of the Temple.  After that, nothing left remains before the end can take place – it’s the very next event on the prophetic calendar.

This view runs into a major problem trying to make all these things refer only to 70 AD.  
It is also questionable whether you can make the phrase near, right at the door mean simply the next event on the calendar thousands of years later. 

Another problem is the meaning – why would it be necessary for the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD to take place before the end could come?

4. “This Generation” = “you” (Mk.13:29 – when you see all these things happening to you)
The same people who will see “all these things” begin to take place will see them completed.  So the point is that the whole thing will start and finish within one generation.

This view is a little awkward grammatically, but I don’t believe it is impossible.  And it makes sense in the context.  

This is my view, although I think there is also something to be said for #3, because of the next verse.

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

What does that have to do with what Jesus has been saying?  Remember the purpose of “near fulfillments”?  It is to give credibility to an end times prophecy.  It seems to me that the destruction of Jerusalem was close enough to what Jesus said (no stone left on another) so that those who heard this prophecy would realize Jesus knew what He was talking about, and the truth of v.35 would be verified. 

That would be in line with similar language Jesus had used in the past.

Mt.16:27-17:2
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 28 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
17:1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 

Clearly v.27 is talking about the 2nd Coming.  Yet the fulfillment of v.28 was the Transfiguration. 

Think for a moment about this statement.  Imagine for a moment that we agreed with those who deny the deity of Christ – he’s just a man.  What kind of a statement is this?

What if I stood up here and said, “I’m going to write a book, and I guarantee it will still be in print in 100 years?  You would think I was an egomaniac.  Very few books stay in print that long. 

Suppose I said 500 yr?  5000 yr?  

Suppose I said, “This particular SS lesson I’m teaching today will be remembered forever.  Heaven and earth will pass away before my words – even after the end of the world my comments will continue.”

You put the words of Jesus into the mouth of any other human being and they become insanity.  Not even prophets spoke this way.  They wouldn’t dare –even when they were aware they were writing Scripture, because Scripture is clear that the only one who can make such a claim is God Himself.

Ps.119:89  Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
 Ps 19:9  [God’s Word] is pure, enduring forever.
Isa 40:8  The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever." 
1Pe 1:23-25  For you have been born again, …through the living and enduring word of God. 24For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25but the word of the Lord stands forever." 



36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Examples of Jesus referred to as “the Son” without the genitive:  Mt.11:27 & pp, Jn.5:19,21, 8:36, 1 Co.15:28

Mt.20:23  Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 


The openess of God theology suggests that God the Father does not know the future.  He can make great guesses, but He can’t really know for sure, because He is subject to human will.  This passage flatly contradicts that.  The Father knows the exact moment of the Second Coming.  


How can He know that?  It can’t happen until the Man of Sin is revealed the Abomination takes place, and there is a great apostasy.  What if the Man of Sin doesn’t cooperate?  What if the armies of the world don’t agree to surround Jerusalem?  What if the Church decides not to go along with the great apostasy?

If God doesn’t know what human beings are going to decide in the future, He knows nothing of the future.

He does know the future, because He knows everything that will happen.  In fact, He knows everything period.  

Isa.46:10  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 

anthropomorphisms
So what is the purpose of the anthropomorphisms?   Sometimes God wants us to picture Him as having human characteristics, because doing so will give us a feel for what is going on in the story.  They have that limited purpose, but are not intended to teach about the nature of God.

Gen.6:6   The LORD was grieved (KJV “repented”)  that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 

The primary purpose of this verse is not to teach about the nature of God, but rather to express the extreme displeasure of God regarding human sin in terms that have a strong impact on us.  If we picture God in heaven wishing He had never made man at all, that gives us an idea of how extreme His displeasure is, because we can relate to such a feeling.

But the illustration is a figure of speech, and should not be applied in an absolute way to address issues the verse is not intended to address – such as the epistemological nature of God.  

Gen.22:12  "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 

Again, this is not a passage that is designed to teach about the nature of God directly.  The point is to reveal to the reader the purpose of the test.  God wants us to picture Him discovering at this moment that Abraham had a genuine fear of Him.  Doing so will give us an accurate picture of the point the passage is making – that a man’s response to a test is foolproof evidence of the genuiness of his faith.   To infer from this, however, that God actually did not have the ability to evaluate Abraham’s heart not only goes beyond the scope of the passage and applies an illustration to an issue it is not intended to address, but it flatly contradicts very clear passages that do address the nature of God, such as 1 Sam 16:7 The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

1 Chron 28:9  the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. 

Pr.16:2  All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD. 

Ps 139:2  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

John 2:24-25  But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 25 He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 

While the anthropomorphisms do describe God in terms of human characteristics, we are not to assume from that that God is analogous to humans with regard to limiting things such as ignorance or weakness.  Isa.29:16  You turn things upside down, shall the Potter be regarded as the clay! 

xxxxxxxx

God not only knows a man’s heart, but He knows exactly what that man will do in the future.  This is how He can accurately what will take place in the future – even when addressing situations that are determined by human decisions.

Jesus knew that Peter would deny Him.  Greg Boyd suggests Jesus could do this only because God is such a good judge of character, that Jesus was able to figure out that Peter was the type that, given enough pressure, would sooner or later deny Him.  (If God is that good at judging character, why couldn’t He do the same thing with Abraham?)  The problem with that view is that Jesus didn’t predict that Peter might deny Him sooner or later.  He declared that Peter would indeed deny Him, that very day, before the rooster crowed, and it would happen three times.

 The fact that God knows the future is seen clearly in Ps 139:4,16.

4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.  
16 All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

v.16 shows that not only does He know the future, but He ordains it. 

Isa.48:3  I foretold the former things long ago, my mouth announced them and I made them known; then suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.

This includes things that involve human decision-making.  

Acts 17:26  From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 

So when the Bible is conveying a story, there are references to God that picture Him in a human context in order to convey some specific truth about that story, but the passages that speak directly about the nature of God clearly and emphatically indicate that it is His nature to not only know but also control every aspect of the future right down to every single detail of every day of every person’s life.  

So the Father knows the day & hour.

What about the Son?  A lot of people have choked on this – early Bible copyists left the phrase out (that doesn’t help – even without the phrase you still have Jesus saying only the Father knows). 

There are two possibilities: this is a reference to the divine nature of God the Son, or it is a reference to Jesus human nature during His humiliation.  

If you take the former interpretation, Jesus is not God (you can’t have something that is true of God in general not be true of one of the members of the Trinity – the moment you do that, the moment you diminish God the Son down to not possessing certain attributes of deity, you have just departed from the historic Christian faith.  

If you say that God the Father and God the Son do not equally posses the attributes of deity and the revealed character of God, you have just become a heretic, and have departed from orthodoxy.

The other option is that it is a reference to Jesus’ human nature.  He knew the day and hour throughout eternity past, but He emptied Himself of that knowledge at the incarnation.  This view has no problems.  We know that in the incarnation Jesus was subject to normal human ignorance.  According to Lk.2:52 He had to learn just like any child.  

His mom had to teach Him how to walk, where Jerusalem was, about God(!).  

So there is no problem with Him not knowing that during His earthly life.  I believe He does know now.

When you get to the end of Rev. and John says, “Even so, come Lord Jesus,”  Jesus doesn’t rebuke him and say, “Don’t ask Me - it’s out of My hands.” 

So during the years of His humiliation, Jesus did not know the time. "how cheerfully should we his followers rest in ignorance that cannot be removed, trusting in all things to our Heavenly Father's wisdom and goodness, striving to obey his clearly revealed will, and leaning on his goodness for support" (Broadus).




Lk 21:5-22:1
5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6"As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." 



7"Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 



8He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and, `The time is near.' Do not follow them. 

9When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 
10Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

12"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Mk 13:1As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
2"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 



3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"
 

5Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and will deceive many. 


7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
12"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 


14"When you see `the abomination that causes desolation' standing where it does not belong-let the reader understand-then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 

19because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now-and never to be equaled again. 20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 


Announcement of Judgment
Mt.24:1
24:1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

 The Questions: when & what
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Warning about deception
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

What it won’t be
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

The Answer
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 



Warning about deception 
23At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it

27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

After distress: His Coming & the Rapture
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The timing
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Warning about suddenness of the coming
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

21At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `Look, there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect-if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 









24"But in those days, following that distress, 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
26"At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 





28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 









33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!'" 

















25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 




29He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32"I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 









34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 





