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The End of the Age  Pt.8      Mt.24:31    2-25-01

29"Immediately after the distress of those days "`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly powers will be shaken.'  30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

Before we study v.31, since it is taken by most scholars I read to refer to the rapture, I want to give you an overview of the debate over the rapture.

Among Premillenialists through history, the basic assumption was that v.31 describes the rapture, and so the rapture happens right at the same time as the second coming.


1000 YEARS…

The Great Tribulation
(run for your life)
Wars, rumors, earthquakes, etc.
(be calm)


Rapture & Resurrection #1, we meet the Lord in the air and accompany Him back to earth.
Abomination
(Antichrist)





Then, in the late 1800s, a debate began to form over the doctrine of imminence based on passages such as Ro.13:12, 1 Co.1:7,8, Php.3:20, Tit.2:13, Jas.5:8-9, 1 Jn.2:18, Rev.22:7,12,18,20.  These passages refer to His coming as “almost here,” “near,” and “soon;” and to this time as the “last hour.” 

Some were saying that these passages imply that Jesus could return at any moment.  Such a view sets up obvious problems in reconciling the several events Scripture sets for the has having to take place before Christ’s coming (the appearance of the man of sin, the abomination, the great apostasy, the Great Tribulation).

So in an effort to resolve those two ideas, a group of men developed the idea of two comings.  The first one could happen at any moment, then all those precursor events would take place, then another coming.  

Rapture  & Resurrection #1

The Second Coming


The Tribulation

Wars, rumors, etc.
1000 YEARS…



Abomination
(Antichrist)



In 1941 a third view emerged.  Since the Great Tribulation is more likely a 3.5 year period than a 7 year period, Norman Harrison developed an theory that he felt solved all the problems of both sides.  That view has come to be known as mid-trib, but that’s a bit of a misnomer.  It should be mid-week (still pre-trib).


Rapture  & Resurrection #1

The Second Coming


The Great Tribulation
Wars, rumors, etc.
1000 YEARS…



Abomination
(Antichrist)




The proponents of this view believe it solves all the problems of both the other views, but the pre and post tribs say that it combines all the problems of both.

The weakness of the post trib view is that it doesn’t allow for an any moment coming.  And the weakness of the pre-trib view is that it makes an artificial splitting of Christ’s coming into two stages based on logical reason without any Scriptural indication.

The mid week view has both!


I hold to Post-Trib 
(that is, I believe the second coming and the rapture take place at the same time)

There are two approaches to interpreting end times prophecy:
1. Hal Lindsey in The Late Great Planet Earth p.42:  “the prophecies can be pieced together to make a coherent picture, even though the pieces are scattered in small bits throughout the Old and New Testaments.” 

2. The straightforward approach.  Take each passage at face value.

I take the second approach, and I believe it leads to a Post-Trib view.
What about imminence?  Doesn’t the Bible say that Jesus could come back any split second?  No.
All it says is that His coming is “near” and “soon;” and to this time as the “last hour.”

1Pe.4:7  The end of all things is near.  Obviously the end of all things would have to be after the Trib
So near doesn’t have to mean “any moment” – it can refer to something that is after the Trib.

1Pe 4:5  But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 
Judgment Day is after the Trib.

Yes, John said this is the last hour, but how long has it been the last hour?

Every passage that talks about the rapture connects it with the second coming.  
1Th.4:13-5:1 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. (talking about the 2nd coming) 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, (same language of Mt.24) and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
(suddenly 7 years or 3.5 years prior?

1Co 15:50-54    Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. (Jesus talked about that final day when He appears at His second coming being announced with a trumpet.  If this trumpet is 7 years prior, in what sense could it be the last trumpet?) For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable… 

So the most natural interpretation is to take the rapture and second coming as a single event that all occurs at the same time.

Is it possible that there is a hidden 7 year gap in the middle that we can’t see because of the telescoping of the prophecies?  
If it is hidden, how to the pre-tribs know about it?   I do not believe there can be a 7 year gap for the following reasons:

1.	2 Thes.1:7  Paul told the Thessalonians that their deliverance from their opponents would come on the day when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels 
2.	2 Thes.2:3  our being gathered to him will not take place until the man of lawlessness is revealed 
3.	The Day of the Lord will not surprise believers and overtake them like a thief, not because they will be absent, but because they will be alert (1 Thes.5:4-6).  
4.	(most important – and the reason why I now believe this is a doctrine worth debating)  The Church is repeatedly warned to persevere through the Trib.

REVELATION:
Think about if you receive the book of Rev. in the 1st C.  

While the comments to each church vary, one constant is the fact that the promises regarding eternal life are extended only to those who “overcome” (2:7,11,17,26, 3:5,12,21 – all 7 churches).  

Rev  2:1-4:1
2:1"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: …7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
8"To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: … 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
12"To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: … 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. 
18"To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 26 To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations- … 29He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

3:1"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, …6He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
7"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. …13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 

What do you think the Spirit is saying to the churches?

So Jesus Himself sends you a letter saying MAKE SURE YOU OVERCOME!

Then you start reading about all kinds of suffering and trouble that the saints go through.  Twice the martyrs are described as those who “overcame” (12:11, 15:2).  

Finally, in the description of the New Jerusalem, the Lord restates the fact that it is the one who overcomes who will inherit it.  
Rev.21:7-8  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

One of the major pre-trib arguments has been that you don’t see the church after ch.3.  Throughout the NT, the saints always refers to the church.  We see the saints 15 times in Rev. after ch.3 – almost every ch.  

Pre-tribs: “But those must be different saints.”

The first three ch. of the book are devoted to warning the Church that they must be overcomers.
Later in the book, in the Great Tribulation, we see the saints referred to as overcomers.  

Pre-Tribs: “But those must be different overcomers.”

They won’t be persuaded unless they see the word “church.”  Any other description will be written off as talking about someone else.  And so the whole book, with the exception of the first three chapters, is not for the Churches – the Church is gone, and this Apocalypse is not for them.

The problem with that is when you get to the end the of the book, the Lord Himself tells us who the book is directed at: Rev.22:16  I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. 

If you received a letter like that, wouldn’t you assume He is talking to you?


The great danger of the pre-trib position is that it dismisses the many warnings regarding the Tribulation as not applicable to the Church.  

In each of Jesus’ major discourses directed at believers (with the exception of the Sermon on the Mount), the Lord devotes a substantial percentage of the discourse to warnings regarding the Tribulation, and calls for perseverance to the end (the commissioning of the twelve in Mt.10:17-36, the Olivet Discourse in Mt.24:1-25:46, The Upper Room Discourse in Jn.15-17).  The purpose of these warnings about the Tribulation is to warn believers to be prepared so they do not go astray (Jn.16:1). 

Jesus did the same thing in smaller discourses as well.
In Lk.17:22-18:8 Jesus talks about the Tribulation.  This is clearly a lesson that applies to the disciples (18:1) and is a teaching regarding the perseverance of believers through the difficult period preceding the Second Coming (17:30, 18:6-8).
“But does it make sense that we would be raptured up while He is coming down?
Gleason Archer: “This yo-yo procedure of popping up down presents a very great difficulty…these upward-bobbing saints will only impede the momentum of His earthward charge…”

He will be trying to come to the earth, and if we are raptured, we will just get in His way.  How do we respond to that?

In 1 Thes.4:17 we learn that at the rapture we will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  The word translated “meet” (avpa,nthsin) is a technical term that refers to the ancient custom in which people from a town would go out to “meet” an approaching dignitary for the purpose of accompanying him back to the town they had just come from. TDNT v.1 p.380, NIDNTT v.1 p.325  While the word does not have to always mean this, it is the normal use, and it is consistent with the only other times the term is used in Scripture (Mt.25:6, Acts 28:15).

Mt.25:5,6  "The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and [the virgins] became drowsy and fell asleep. 6"At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 
And the virgins said, “Why bother?  We will just be coming right back into the city anyway.”

Ac 28:14-16 …And so we came to Rome. 15The brothers there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged. 16When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself...

If the Bible clearly says that we will go out to meet the Lord in the air, and then have the privilege of accompanying Him the rest of the way to the Earth, are we going to reject that because it seems like a waste of our time?

“What about the promise that we will be rescued from God’s wrath?”

The believers in Rev. are never the object of God’s wrath.  In fact, they will be kept from God’s wrath (18:4).  Every believer, including Trib saints, are saved from God’s wrath (Ro.5:9,3:25).  If the only way to be delivered from God’s wrath is to not be present on the earth, then how do we explain the trib saints?

Rev.3:10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 

That is not a promise made to everyone in the Church.
Besides, the similar uses of the terms call for an interpretation of “preserve while in the sphere of.”

Jn 17:15  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you keep them from the evil one. (the only other use of the identical phrase)

Ac 15:29  You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to keep yourself from these things. 
Things like sexual immorality will always be a threat, and you can’t totally remove yourself from the presence of it.

As for the argument that they are delivered from the time period itself, which can only mean removal - Jn 12:27  "Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? `Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 

That is not a reference to a time period but to the suffering that would take place in that time period.

29"Immediately after the distress of those days "`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly powers will be shaken.'  30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The Gathering
31 And he will send his angels
In 13:41 they gather unbelievers

More evidence of deity (who do the angels belong to? and who gives them their orders?)

It’s interesting to note in this passage the complete absence of God the Father.  Until now, in the Gospels, Jesus rarely opened His mouth without talking about the Father.  But here it’s all Him.  Here the divine majesty of the Son of Man is raised to the highest, most exalted height conceivable.   

 with a loud trumpet call, 

Isa 27:12-13  In that day the LORD will thresh from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, O Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. 13And in that day a great trumpet will sound.  Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 

The appearing of Christ will not only be seen by all, but also heard by all.

The sophar was not primarily a musical instrument as much as a signaling device.  It was sounded to announce the beginning of the Sabbath, to muster troops, to frighten enemies, to announce a new month, to warn of danger, to herald the king’s coronation, to mark sacred occasions, etc.

When God appeared on Horeb (with disasterous results for the mountain), it was announced with a trumpet blast from heaven that made the people shake in fear.

There are few things about the 2nd coming that are more sure than this:
1Co 15:51-52  Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
(BTW – the rapture will take place at the last trumpet, so if the 2nd coming will be announced with a trumpet blast, it’s hard to imagine the last trumpet being years earlier).

Whether you buy in to pre-trib or not, one thing is absolutely sure: the idea of a quiet, secret rapture is decidedly unbiblical.

If you think it will be like the Left Behind story – where suddenly believers are missing and everyone is scratching their heads, or the way we joke about it (Daylight savings – you arrive at church a hour early “Did the rapture happen?”)

It won’t be like that.  If there is one thing clear about the rapture, it will be a heralded, loud, universally announced event.

1Th 4:16-17  
·	For the Lord himself will come down from heaven (visibly – He’s already here in an invisible way), 
·	with a loud command, (Q – do you interpret that to mean loud or silent?)
·	with the voice of the archangel  In case you haven’t gotten the picture yet, this is added.  Do you think the archangel will announce the arrival of the King of the Universe with a whisper?  Do you think he will mumble?  But even if the loud command and the voice of the archangel were not enough…
·	and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

I don’t know why it’s so important that it has to be underscored three times, in three ways in a single v. that it will be an ultra-loud event, but I do know one thing: God wants us to know that when it happens, it’s not going to happen quietly.  It will be forceful and dramatic.

This will not be a secret event in any way.  No one on the planet will miss it.  

Imagine being captured in ancient times by a hostile army.  You are looking forward to at best slavery, more likely torture, death, and for women, rape.  You have fought and lost, and have now been captured.  There is nothing you can do.

Now imagine hearing the sound of a bunch of sophars – the sound of an allied army coming to liberate you.  Imagine the thrill of hearing that sound.

Those are the kinds of feelings that were connected with the sophar that would be generated in a context like this.  When you hear that trumpet sound I’m sure your eyes will well up with joy.


and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 






This generation:
Is it appropriate for me to stand up here and tell you for sure that I know the 2nd Coming will take place in the next 20 or 30 years? Or would that be date setting in violation of the v. “No man knows the day or hour”?

If it’s not appropriate for me for that reason, then it wouldn’t have been appropriate for Jesus, because He didn’t know it either.

See the excursus on WBC Mt.24:29



Lk 21:5-22:1
5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6"As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." 



7"Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 



8He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and, `The time is near.' Do not follow them. 

9When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 
10Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

12"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Mk 13:1As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
2"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 



3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"
 

5Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and will deceive many. 


7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
12"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 


14"When you see `the abomination that causes desolation' standing where it does not belong-let the reader understand-then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 

19because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now-and never to be equaled again. 20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 


Announcement of Judgment
Mt.24:1
24:1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

 The Questions: when & what
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Warning about deception
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

What it won’t be
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

The Answer
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 



Warning about deception 
23At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it

27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

After distress: His Coming & the Rapture
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The timing
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Warning about suddenness of the coming
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

21At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `Look, there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect-if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 









24"But in those days, following that distress, 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
26"At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 





28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 









33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!'" 

















25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 




29He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32"I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 









34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 





