The End of the Age  Pt.6     Mt.24:15-24    2-11-01


So if you hear of wars and rumors of wars, don’t be alarmed. If you hear of Kingdom being lifted up against kingdom and nation against nation, don’t be alarmed. If you are handed over to be persecuted, don’t be alarmed. If you see people apostatizing all around you, don’t be alarmed.

But when you see the abomination, be alarmed! And run! And you’d better run fast, because not everyone will make it.

When will all this happen?

15 So when you see standing in the holy place ille abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand)

He’s most likely talking about the reader of Daniel.

What is the Abomination of Desolation?
(The man of sin will set himself up as God, many of
God’s people will turn away from God to him.)
An abomination is something God hates (usually idolatry)
Desolation is ruin, destruction So an abomination that causes ruin is some detestable, thing that brings God’s judgment which is destruction.

It’s always the work of the Little Horn. Why?

Dan.8: 12-14 Because of rebellion, the host [of the saintsl and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. l3Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?” 14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”

The word rebellion is a common word for sin or transgression. Could it be that the reason the saints will be given over to the Little Horn is because of their sin? or sin in their midst?

He will destroy Jerusalem and the Temple and will set up the abomination.

Jesus never tells us what the abomination actually is.  We are supposed to figure it out from Daniel.

Da.7:25 He will speak against the Most High

Da.8:10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them, lilt set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.

Da.1 1:36 He will exalt and magnify himself above every god
37He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all.

2Th 2:4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so that he sets himself up in Cod’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

So what is the abomination — the great sin that
brings destruction?
Two parts:
1.	The abomination is him. He sets himself up as a god.

Da.12 talks about the abomination that causes desolation, Da.7 talks about the sin that causes desolation, and it’s a sin of God’s holy people.

What great sin of God’s people will take place at that time that we read about in Mt.24?

Mt.24:10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, hand many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold

Could it be that the great transgression that will bring judgment and desolation will be the great apostasy?

Something to keep in mind: Daniel did not invent the concept of an abomination that brings judgment.
In Dt29:l6, God told the people, ‘The first thing I want you to do when you get into the land is get rid of all the abominations. If you don’t, you will be judged.”

1 Ki 11:4-6
4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5He followed ...Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites (lit: abomination of the Ammonites). 6So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done. 7 Solomon built a high place for ...detestable god of Moab (lit the abomination of Moab), and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites.
9 The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden
Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’s command. 11 So the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.

Solomon’s own son rebelled, and the kingdom was ripped in two. Solomon’s abominations brought destruction.

Isa.66:3-4 their souls delight in their abominations; 4 so I also will choose harsh treatment for them and will bring upon them what they dread.

Jer 7:30-34 “‘The people of Judah ..have set up their abominations in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it.
33Then the carcasses of this people will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 341 will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will become desolate.

Jer.44:4-6 ‘Do not do this abomination that I hate!’ But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn from their wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. 6 Therefore, my fierce anger was poured out; it raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem and made them the desolate ruins they are today.

Jer.44:22  When the LORD could no longer endure your wicked actions and the abominations you did, your Jand became an object of cursing and a desolate waste without inhabitants, as it is today.

Ez.6: 11 because of all the wicked practices and abominations of the house of Israel, for they will fall by the sword, famine and plague. 14 And I will stretch out my hand against them and make the land a desolation

Ez.15:8 I will make the land desolate because they have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD.’
Next verse: EZE 16i The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, confront Jerusalem with her abominations

Ez.23:33 You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, the cup of ruin and desolation, 36 The LORD said to me: ...confront them with their abominations

Ez.33:26 you do abominations, and each of you defiles his neighbor’s wife. Should you then possess the land?’
28 I will make the land a desolation, and her proud strength will come to an end, and the mountains of Israel will become desolation so that no one will cross them. 29 Then they will know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land a desolation because of all the abominations they have done.’

Ez.36:31 you will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 .33	On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, ...~ The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass through it.

So while the exact phrase “abomination that causes desolation” only appears in Daniel, the thought is certainly not new with Daniel. Daniel was quoting a very, very familiar thought from the earlier prophets.

TT Lk.21 :22
Throughout Israel’s history, when the people of Israel turned away from God to other gods, when there was national apostasy, God would step in and say, “Because of that abomination, I am going to send desolation.”

Lk.21 :22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.

Interesting note: That is exactly what happened at the time of Antiochus. You might think that when he came and abolished the daily sacrifice, and set up an idol to Zeus and sacrificed pigs on the altar, that the Jews would have been outraged.

The faithful remnant was. But many of the Jews actually welcomed it. They were Jews who wanted to be like the dominant Greek culture. They wanted to blend in, and were happy to dispense with everything that set them apart from the world. They actually sided with Antiochus~

There was a great apostasy that enabled Antiochus to set up the idol.

So the abomination seems to involve both his claim to deity and the apostasy. He sets himself up as god, and many in the Church follow him.

When you see that. When you see the Little Horn, and He sets himself up against God, and he gains a great following, gathering all the nations of the earth, and they surround Jerusalem, you know it’s all about to break loose. Run!

Run!
15”So when von see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- l6then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. l7Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. l8Let no one in the field go


There is a principle here about the unimportance of earthly things, and a warning against being too attached to them. That may cost you your life.

Lk 17:30-33 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 310n that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot’s wife! 33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.

If you want an easy v. to memorize, and yet an important one, try v.32. It’s humorous, but important. A reluctance to leave this world, a lingering attachment, a longing look back... and the next thing you know you are a pillar of salt.

If you develop too much of an attachment to this world and to earthly things, that will be a major handicap on the last day.


The Great Tribulation
21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again.
In the KJV, great distress is translated great tribulation. That’s where we get the phrase. (John mentions it in Rev.7:14)
That phrase doesn’t occur in the OT — only in I Maccabees 9:27 So there was great distress in Israel, such as had not been since the time that prophets ceased to appear among them

Jesus is referring to Da.12:1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-everyone whose name is found written in the book-will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake.

Jesus quotes this, adds the word ~ to distress, and adds and never to be equaled again.

When the man of lawlessness comes and brings the abomination, the Lord will come in judgment and there will be desolation and disaster worse than any time ever.

Not true of 70 AD. (Hitler killed 6 million and Stalin 20 million)

Daniel goes on to say There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-everyone whose name is found written in the book-will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the (lust of the earth will awake...

The Deliverance of the Elect
So those  whose names are written ~n the book will be delivered. (The faithful) Isa 4:3; Ezek 13:9; Ps 87:6, Ex.32:32; lsa48:19; Ps 69:28

How will they be delivered?

22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those tlays will be shortened.

The elect, in the NT, are believers.

Meaning:	3 possibilities:
1.	The length of each day will be shortened (unlikely)
2.	The 3.5 yr. period is the shortened time length already.

3. The 3.5 yr. is a figure of speech referring to a limited time.

When the martyred saints cry out, “How much longer?” God doesn’t say, “Well, the whole thing is exactly 3.5 years — you do the math.”

Whether it’s 2 or 3, the point is that the tribulation will not be allowed to run its course. It will not fizzle out on it’s own or anive at it’s natural conclusion. It will get right at the height of trouble, and then God will suddenly step in (that’s how all the prophecies read)

A few observations about this verse:
* The elect are not untouched by judgment.
* Even the ones who will make it will barely make it.
* God knows in advance of changes He will make to His plan.
* God is in control. He is deciding exactly how long it goes.

When that time comes, don’t look for political solutions, or military solutions, or any human solution. Humanly speaking the disaster will be extended for as far as the eye can see. If you look for some human relief, you will lose hope entirely.

It will be a time when God will intervene supernaturally, and suddenly, decisively put an end to it.

23 At that time if anyone says to you, Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible.

Don’t Be Deceived!
Again with the warnings about deception. That was such a concern for the Lord.

TTDt.13
He makes it pretty easy for us. Normally, if someone comes along with a claim, you have to try to figure out if the claim is true. And you might expect the Lord to say, “Here’s how you can figure out whether a claim is true or not...” But He doesn’t. Instead He makes it real easy for us

When that time of the worst tribulation ever comes, and people start making claims about the Messiah being this person or that person — you don’t have to figure out if the claim is true or false. I’ll tell you right now it’s false.
--------------------------------------

This language is very similar to Dt.13:1-4.

Dt.13:2 eva.n de. avnasth/| evn soi. profh,thj h' evnupniazo,menoj evnu,pnion kai. dw/| soi shmei/on h' te,raj 6 planh/sai, se
Mt.24:24  evgerqh,sontai ga.r yeudo,cristoi kai. yeudoprofh/tai kai. dw,sousin shmei/a mega,la kai. te,rata w[ste planh/sai


If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, 2and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," 3you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer.
(same Gr. language in Rev.19:20 - the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf.  With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image.  and  2 Thes.2:9,10 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.”) 

I can’t do miracles, and you can’t do miracles. So how is it that these people can? Obviously, they must be granted that ability by God in some way (even if the power comes from Satan, that would mean that God has granted to Satan the ability to bestow such power). No matter how you look at it, at some level God allows them to do these things that will succeed in leading so many astray. Why?

The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 41t is the lORD your Cod you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.

The word translated love carries the idea of loyalty.
-if that were possible.
This statement creates a difficulty in interpretation. Most evangelicals interpret this to mean that it is impossible to deceive the elect, and that you can know for sure that you are one of the elect.

If that’s the case, then the warning is meaningless to us. It would be like me telling my kids, “Watch out for the wicked witch — because when she sees you, she will turn you into a frog — if that were possible. But it’s not possible, but watch out anyway.”

So who does the warning apply to? Unbelievers? Is Jesus saying, “All of you who don’t believe —who are believing a lie already watch out that you don’t end up believing a different lie”?

Phrase has the idea of”as much as is possible” in Ro. 12: 18.

Three possibilities:
1.	The statement is still talking about the intent of the deceivers. They are thinking, “If possible, I’m going to deceive the elect.” It says nothing about the success or failure.
2.	The elect = the ones who will make it through to the end, and you can’t know for sure until the end if you are elect.
3.	The elect can be deceived, although it is difficult.

If Jesus were purposely referring to Dt.13, it seems that the meaning would be that when tested with miracle-working false prophets, the only ones who are not deceived are the ones who love the Lord with all their heart & soul, and the only way to tell if you love the Lord with all your heart is to be tested in this way and remain faithful to God.

25 See, I have told you ahead of time.
26”So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the desert,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ 10 not believe it. 
More warnings about deception!

When the deceivers do come along, it’s interesting that the Messiah is always way out in the desert or hidden away in some inner room some place they have been but you have never been.

In the church, people who try to teach error —especially antinomianism are very subtle. They aren’t going to get up and say, “Hey, let’s all just disobey God.” Instead they claim to have some secret communication from God — a newer, fresher revelation that supersedes the old one in the Bible.

27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.



