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The End of the Age  Pt.3       Mt.24:9-13    1-21-01

1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 
2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 
Could this be indirect discourse?  The false teachers will come and admit the Jesus is the Christ, and by doing so gain a following…

I don’t think so.  No commentary mentioned that possibility, and it seems unlikely.  Direct discourse would be a far more natural way to read it, and too much has to be supplied by the reader for it to be indirect discourse.

Also against the view is the fact that Mk. and Lk. just say, “I am he,”  and Luke adds Do not follow them.  It’s hard to picture Jesus saying, “When people come along and claim that I, Jesus, am the Messiah, don’t follow them” without some further explanation.

6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 
Lk.13:8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and, `The time is near.' Do not follow them. 

One of the marks of the false teachers is that they will be talking about the nearness of Jesus’ coming.  

Is it heresy to say that the Lord’s coming is near (lit “approaching”)?

Not only is it not heresy, it’s actually true.
1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near (same word)
Jas.5:8  be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.
Rev.1:3 the time is near. 
(also Lk.21:28, Ro.13:12, Php.4:5, Heb.10:25, 1 Jn.2:18, Rev.22:10)

If a teacher points out that the end could be very close, and therefore you ought to be prepared, and live a life of eager expectation, that’s fine.  That’s exactly what we should be teaching.

But evidently these men will come along and try to forecast the timing of His coming based on things that Jesus called just the beginning of the birth pains.

9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then will come the end. (the word, “end” is last in the Gr.) 

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
Persecution

9"Then
tote Matt uses this word 90 times (Mk.6, Lk.14, Jn..10)

It cold mean sequence or it could mean then – at the time of the birth pangs.  (I believe the latter)

you will be handed over to be persecuted (hunted down) and put to death,

and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 

hated is a pr. ptc., and the other verbs are future finite verbs.  That rare combination expresses progressive action in the future (“you will be being hated…”)  (Wallace p.649)
It pictures action over time.

There seems to be a rising hatred in this country in many quarters.  In some places it is obvious (universities, Hollywood, Washington).  

People will always develop religious beliefs that allow for their continuing in sin, to salve their conscience.  And Christianity will always expose that, and they will respond with hatred.

All that happened in the 1st century.  And it continues now.  The persecution then was horrendous, the persecution now is worse.

It stands to reason the amount will very.  Not everyone will get the exact same.  There will be some for every Xian.  Why so little in our culture?

-	this is a tolerant society.  Was founded by God-fearing men fleeing rel. pers.  Very unusual.
-	We must always remember that another part of it may be our failure to properly represent Christ.  By eliminating or understating the issue of sin and judgment we can make the world tolerant.  Preaching about hell has become taboo.  I even feel funny whenever I mention the word.

We have opted for the “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.” approach.  Why would the world react to that?  If God loves me and has a wonderful plan for my life, everything is fine.  If we were honest we would say, “God is angry with you, and has unspeakable plans for your punishment and damnation.”

Christians are popular now – many Christian celebrities.  That’s scary. 
Luke 6:26  Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.

If you are popular, it may be because you are a false prophet.

It’s a blessing.
Phil 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him,
Persecution by grace.

It’s a gift from God.  That’s why Acts 5:40  They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.

Every year the number of martyrs goes up.  More Xians have been martyred  this cent. Than in the last 19 combined.  The attack against the church is becoming vicious.

We don’t hear about it because it is hidden, but congressman Rep Frank Wolf (Virginia) travels as a tourist and gets away from the guides and sees it. Xians are being sold in slavery in the Sudan – villages bombed, In Tibet people are tortured, Xians are being crucified in the Nuba Mountains, boiled in oil. 

Once in a while someone will escape.  Richard Wurmbrand was tortured for 14 yr. In Rumania.  On the way to church kidnapped (secret police posed as released prisoners and told wife saw funeral).
In prison was tortured along with women and children.

Pastor Florescu tortured with red hot pokers and knives, and brutally beaten, then starving rats driven into cell through a large pipe.  Could never sleep – if rested for a moment rats would attack.

Forced to stand 2 weeks day and night.  Finally brought 14 year old son and whipped him in front of dad until would deny Christ.  He watched until he couldn’t stand it.  Finally, “Alexander, I must say what they want!  I can’t bear your beating any longer!”  Alexander said, “Father don’t do me the injustice of having a traitor for a parent.  Withstand!  If they kill me I will die saying the name Jesus.”  The guards were enraged and beat the child to death spattering blood all over the cell walls.  Poor Florescu was never the same.

Handcuffs w/ sharp nails (shook in cold).  Hung upside-down with ropes and beaten.  Put in refrigerated cells so cold there was ice and frost.  Put in with few clothes and doctors would watch for signs of freezing to death.  Guards would rush in and take to a warming room.  As soon as was warmed, immediately put back.  Over and over.  To this day sometimes can’t bear to open a refrigerator. 

Made to stand in boxes with razor sharp nails.  If sway or twitch – stabbed.

Saw Xians tied to crosses and laid on the floor for 4 days & nights.  The other prisoners were made to relieve themselves on the man on the cross.  Then after 4 days of that raise the cross up and mock, “Look at your Christ – how beautiful he is.  What a lovely fragrance He brings from heaven.”

One Rumanian priest in Petesti, after having been driven insane with torture, was forced to consecrate urine and feces and serve Holy Communion to the Xians in that form.  He goes on to say other forms were worse – but too obscene to put in writing.

Wurmbrand describes being beaten mercilessly without interruption.  When lost consciousness put back in cell until recovered – then again.  Later examined by doc. – amazed was alive.  Broke 4 vertebrae and many other bones, carved him in a dozen places, and burned and cut 18 holes in body.

Sometimes a prisoner would be sentenced to be beaten to death.  Hit on bottom of feet w/ rubber club and left for 3 min. then hit again...  They beat him on the testicles until lose consciousness.  Then they would give him medical treatment and good food until regained strength.  Then again.  Took weeks for death.

Women suffer worse.  The things they suffer at the hands of the torturers were indescribable.  One of the pastimes the guards enjoyed on Sundays was to take the women and throw them into the Danube river.  Then fish them out, mock them, and throw them back.  This happened to W’s wife.  When they captured his wife his son was 9.  Left to wander streets (had to make a living).  It was a crime to help the families.  2 women tried and were beaten until permanently crippled.  Another lady took him into her house and was sentenced to 8 years.  All her teeth were kicked out, bone broken, will never be able to work again and will also be a cripple for life.  

The families almost always starve to death – no one can help.  Worst torture of all was knowing when you were sent to prison, during the years you were there they would brainwash your children with atheism.  Many prisoners, when released were mocked and rejected by kids.


He was in prison with a man kidnapped from Austria – all his fingernails were torn out. 
“I have seen Xians in Communist prisons w/ 50 lbs. Of chains on feet, tortured with red-hot iron pokers, in whose throats spoonfuls of salt had been forced being kept w/o water, starving, whipped, suffering from cold, and fervently praying for their torturers.

They would put sane prisoners in with the insane until it would drive them insane.  – electric shocks, strait jackets.

If you think we will always be safe – don’t.  The leadership of our country doesn’t seem to mind religious persecution 

NY Times – The our government sent a delegation of religious leaders over to China and made a big deal over the fact that they were able to get the Chinese govt. to agree.  “Both the Chinese and United States govt. hope the visit would help diffuse what has rapidly emerged as a popular human rights crusade and one that threatens efforts to build friendlier political and economic ties” (Colson – cash register foreign policy). 

2/3 pers
156 K in 1995, 160 in 1996

The only imperatives in the Beatitudes. 12 Rejoice and be glad, 

1 Pet 4:12-14  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

Lk.6:23 – When pers. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy

Be happy, and jump out of your chair in joy!  Why?  Because of the persecution?  No.  Because of the promise…
because great is your reward in heaven,

This is where the rubber meets the road with faith.  People say they believe, but you can really tell how real your faith is by how you respond to this promise.  Satan shows you what he has to offer.  You can see it, taste it, touch it.  But God just gives you a written promise of something you can’t imagine and says, “Trust me – you will like it.”

If that leaves you cold, it’s because you don’t really believe him.  If it makes you a little bit happy, it’s because you trust him a little.  If it makes you jump out of your chair it’s because you really believe.  Why do persecuted Xian shout for joy?  They are looking at their reward.  If it’s going to be half what God said it would be, it calls for tremendous joy.

Apostasy
10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

10At that time many will turn away from the faith 

Up to this point you can picture the world huddled together inside the church, watching all the chaos and disaster all around them.  But now the inside begins to crumble as well. 

The persecution should come as no surprise to anyone, but it will. 

Mt.13:18-21  "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: …20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

Jesus said that if anyone is not willing to take up his cross, he is not worthy to be a disciple.  There are many people professing Christianity who, once they actually face the prospect of bloodshed for their faith, will say, “a cross?  I didn’t think that was literal.  I thought my cross was my nagging boss at work.  I’m not interested in a literal cross.  I’m not about to be executed for the name of Christ.”

and will betray and hate

The Church that was so characterized by love for one another – that mutual love will give way to bitter hatred.

 each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, 
Lawlessness – not talking about people failing to use their turn signals.  It is a lack of regard for God’s law.

The law of God will be widely attacked.  The 10 commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, etc. will come under relentless attack.

the love of most (many) will grow cold, 
I think the most translation comes from the Positive Adjective Used For the Comparative as in 1 Co.10:33.  Wallace refers to this v. in that section, but doesn’t specify which word. 

Love, in Mt. is the fulfillment of the Law.   Because of lawlessness, many believers will cool off in their zeal to obey God.

One of the most frightful statements in the whole Bible – the cooling of the Church.  I can think of no other event in all the trouble of the end times that is more dreadful for me to think about.

And it will happen through an increase in lawlessness.  As you live in a culture that moves farther and farther away from God’s law, it becomes easier and easier for you to get sucked into that.

The Church will suffer loss after loss – blow after blow.  We will suffer mass casualties from the onslaught of the false teachers, and mass casualties from the onslaught of the persecution.  Neither of those have the power to overwhelm us – any of us.   Every single believer has been given what he needs to persevere. We cannot be overcome.

The casualties will come from defections, not from defeat.

13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
he  lit “the one” who stands firm to the end.  

After all those manys, now we get to the end and Jesus talks about the one who makes it to the end.  Everything until now has been plural, and this sudden singular is striking.  

Obviously, it doesn’t mean there will be only one believer who perseveres, but it does point to a tiny minority after the great apostasy.
Heb 3:14  We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.

Heb.3:6  And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 

Lk 8:13-15 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

Many will bail out when they face persecution, or when they are lured by life’s worries, riches and pleasures.  But the only one who makes it to the end is the one who perseveres.  

Rev.2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.  …Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
Don’t be afraid, just be ready to die.
Those are the birth pains.

So what happens to the progress of the Kingdom of God when the Church suffers loss after loss?

14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

It does just fine. 

preached is a bold word – “heralded.”  It’s not a sheepish, little whispering to some friends.  It is a fearless, bold, authoritative proclamation.

in the whole world
A term used at that time to describe the Roman Empire.  

Has this been fulfilled?  And if so, when?
Was the Gospel preached all over the world in the first Century?
Col.1:6  All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing
Col.1:23  This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven 

There is a sense in which this was accomplished in the 1st C.  

However, since then it has done so much more.

In the first C Paul and the other Apostles spread the Gospel throughout the Roman world.  

From 100-313 (John to Constantine) massive numbers came to Christ even in spite of massive persecution and slaughter – especially under Diocletian.  We know there must have been a huge number of Christians, because in one single tomb, 174,000 Christian martyrs were buried (St. Sebastian in Rome – catacombs – See Henry Mt. p.865)

For the next 500 years heroes like Augustine and Boniface spread the Gospel throughout western Europe.  

In the middle ages Norway, Iceland and Greenland are reached, and the eastern Slavs turned to Christ in mass.

From the 1500s through the 1800s many missionary societies began, and the Gospel was carried farther westward.  That was the time of incredible men like John Eliot, who brought the Gospel to the North American Indians.

And in the last 200 years nations all over Asia and Southeast Asia have been reached by missionaries coming westward from this continent.  So the Gospel literally went around the globe.
On the other hand, you could also make a strong argument that the work is far from completed.  Many are still unreached.

3000 languages left?

2.4 billion people in the 10/40 window.  Only 8% of missionaries are there.

So what exactly is the fulfillment of this universal proclamation of the Gospel that must precede the end?
 
Some say it’s the activity of the 1st Century.
Others say it will only be fulfilled when every single person has heard (missions can’t do that)
Some have suggested the angel of Rev  14:6  Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth-to every nation, tribe, language and people. 

I think we can get some insight from the pp.  Listen to the way the other writers record the same thing:

Mk.13: 9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

Lk.21:12"But before all this, (the signs in the heavens) they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

It sounds like the preaching of the Gospel throughout the world will happen as part of the persecution.  The more they persecute us, the more we respond by proclaiming the Gospel.

So I see this as a general description of the birth pain period (like the wars) – from the first coming until the end.

Note: Lk.21:18 seems to contradict v.16 - they will put some of you to death…But not a hair of your head will perish. 

Obviously Jesus intended the ironic sound of that.  It seems to me the point is something like, “They may kill you, but I will see to it that they will not be able to do any harm to any part of you that matters the least bit.”

They won’t be able to physically do anything beyond exactly what God allows, and they won’t be able to touch you spiritually.  

It will be like in Acts, where you see Divine protection over and over, and yet they still get flogged, beaten and killed.

The only real harm that can ever come to you is if you defect.  As long as you stand firm to the end, you will be ultimately protected.  You cannot be overpowered.  Neither the world, nor the false teachers, nor the Devil and all the demons will be able to overpower or overwhelm you.  You will not be tested beyond your ability.

Nothing can separate you from the love of God.  As long as you continue to believe, you will make it.


