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The End of the Age  Pt.1       Mt.24:1-3    1-7-01

How many here would like to know Jesus better?  Who would really like to know what is in His heart and what is dear to Him?

This passage is a clue.

While many people tend to write off end times prophecy as being irrelevant, Jesus evidently considered it to be very important.  The disciples ask some pretty important questions about some crucially important matters, and yet this is the longest answer He ever gives to any question.

So we are about to explore a topic that is very dear to the heart of our Lord.

Jesus’ teaching here is the source of the material in Thes. as well as Rev. – in fact all of NT teaching on the end.  So it is crucial that this be the starting point.  If you want to develop an understanding of end times, and you start with Rev., you will not be able to develop a clear understanding.

Rev presupposes a knowledge of Jesus’ teaching.  Rev. is so full of symbolism, that it would be impossible to pick out a clear understanding of how to interpret it without a previous knowledge of the basics of the last days given by Jesus.
The material in the epistles is clear enough, but address only small, very specific parts.  Jesus’ sermon here is the only clearly stated, detailed explanation of the end.  It’s a prerequisite to understanding anything else the NT says about the end.

One of the things that sets this passage apart from other end-times prophecies is the abundance of imperatives.  Usually pronouncements regarding the end of the age are mostly if not entirely information.  

But Jesus gives 19 imperatives just in ch.24, and all of ch.25 is designed to call us to live a certain way.

This is a very important clue regarding how we are to think of the purpose of information about the end times.

I believe we need a major adjustment in our approach.  We need to rid ourselves of the jigsaw puzzle approach, where we hunt through the Bible to find missing pieces to our big picture.

The individual prophecies stand alone.  Each has a purpose, and our goal is to discover and fulfill that purpose. 

The commands in ch.24 are mostly along 4 lines:
1. Don’t be deceived by people who will try to tell you the end is sooner than it really is because of things like earthquakes, wars, etc.  
4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 
6 see to it that you are not alarmed. 
23 if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. 
26 if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 

2.	Stand firm to the end
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

3.	Be Alert & ready

32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 

42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

4.	Make good use of the mean time

45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 

Ch.25

The information in these chapters is not designed to satisfy your curiosity about the future, it’s purpose is not to enable you to draw up a chart of all the order of events, it isn’t to give you  a puzzle to solve by reading the newspaper.

The purpose of this information is to get you to live your daily life a certain way, and to think a certain way about God.

Announcement of Judgment
1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 
Mk.13:1 As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
Lk.21:5  Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God.

It was double the size of Solomon’s Temple.  Josephus: white, some stones 37’ by 12’ high by 18’ & 400 tons.  40’ high pillars that three men couldn’t reach around.

From a distance it looked like a mountain of gold.

It had a gold roof, and one ancient writer described it this way: “the most marvelous edifice which we have ever seen or heard of, whether one considers its structure, its magnitude, the richness of its every detail” (Josephus)

It was know throughout the Roman world, it was larger and more magnificent than any other temple, and it was the most astonishing architectural wonder of that time.

These guys were used to the rural life of Galilee, and now they come down to the big city and they see this complex of buildings like a fortress, and they can’t help admiring it.  Maybe they we responding to Ps 48:12-14
Walk about Zion, go around her, count her towers, 13 consider well her ramparts, view her citadels, that you may tell of them to the next generation. 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. 

So you can imagine the shock when Jesus answered…
2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

Destroyed? 
 the city of our God, his holy mountain?
 the joy of the whole earth?
 the city of the Great King?

The Jews were very aware that at the end of the age, the Temple, along with the city of Jerusalem, would be destroyed.
Dan.9:26  After the sixty-two `sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end 

They understood that some evil ruler would come along, and would destroy the Temple.  

Zech.14:2-19
This will involve not just one nation, but all the nations.
2I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city. 

This did not happen with Babylon, nor did it happen in 70 AD.  The Jews were very aware of this passage, and it played an major role in their understanding of the end times (as it should have).  Zech.14 was a favorite chapter, because it doesn’t end with v.2.

3Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. 4On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. 5You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.

Figurative language graphically describing the fact that God will provide a way of escape.

Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 
6 On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. 7It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime-a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light. 
8On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter. 
9The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name. 

…11 Jerusalem will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure. 
12This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 

…16Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 

So they realize Jesus is talking here about the end of the age.

Jesus had already told them some things about the end of the age:
Mt.16:27 
* the Son of Man is going to come 
* in his Father's glory 
* with his angels, 
* and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 

Mt.13:49,50  This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Lk.18:29-30 – the end of the age is when we will receive eternal life.

So when Jesus comments about the coming destruction of the Temple – a total destruction, it’s clear that He is talking about the end of the age.

But that’s all Jesus says.  After making that comment in v.2, the scene is over.  We don’t know if there was any other conversation – none is recorded.

The remark probably wasn’t received very favorably by the people.  They were quite hostile toward Him at this point.  He arrived in town on Monday, and they hailed Him as the great military Messiah who would lead an army to crush the enemies of Israel.

But instead He cursed a fig tree as an illustration of what would happen to Israel, He rebuked them, He drove them out of their Temple…

In their outrage over all that, they came to Him with some questions trying to trap Him into saying something wrong.  They entered into a battle of wits with the mind of God and were totally humiliated.

From there Jesus launched into the most devastating, crushing rebuke He ever delivered (ch.23).

So the people are not crazy about Him at this point.  He is leaving, they are saying, “Good riddance,” and then He makes this comment about their destruction.

V.3 begins a new scene in a different place.  Now He is up on the Mount of Olives, which rises 200 ft. higher than the Temple Mount, and looks right across to it.

Now it’s a private scene.

 The Question
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Be careful about making a big distinction between the parts to this Q.  Mk. and Lk. don’t.

Mk.13:3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"

It is not three different questions or two different questions.  It is a single question.

I say this, because every commentary goes on and on about the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD.

The prevailing view is that Jesus set them straight by pointing out that the destruction of the Temple would be at a different time than the end of the age.

I’m not so sure.  We will explore that as we progress through.

For now, let’s explore the question a little more.

Why do the disciples ask about His coming when He is right there?  Are they talking about His second coming?  Did they understand that He was going to go back to heaven and then return?

They didn’t seem to.  The word, parousi,a means “appearing”  

The disciples didn’t understand about Jesus dying and ascending into heaven yet, but they did know that what they saw in front of them at that moment wasn’t the whole story with the Messiah.  
They believed Jesus was the Messiah, they understood the Messiah would someday rule the world.  
They remembered Jesus had talked about appearing with the angels of heaven and setting up His kingdom.

So yes, Jesus was in their view at that moment, but they knew He hadn’t fully appeared as He someday would.  They are asking when He would make His full-blown appearance to the world (when would He be given the Name).

And they understood that when that did happen, that would be the end of the age.

what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"

For the Jews, eschatology was pretty straightforward: there was this age, and the age to come.  In between was Judgment Day.

(explain inaugurated eschatology – the age to come breaking into this age)

They were right on the money when they assumed that Jesus had not yet fully appeared.  And of the three parts of their question, as for the when, Jesus’ answer is that no one knows.

As for the end of the age, Jesus addresses that, but never uses the actual phrase.

But three times in His answer Jesus talks about His appearing.

Jesus liked that phrase, and picks up on it.  After this it becomes a technical term that the NT writers use to describe what we call the second coming.

They just called it the coming, or the appearing.  They didn’t say second, because the connotation of the word implies an appearing that far exceeds the revelation of Himself the first time He came.

So they didn’t think in terms of a first coming and a second coming.  They talked about one single appearing.

This first time He came into this world, but never yet has He appeared in the sense of this term (with the exception of the Transfiguration).

2Th 2:1-2
2:1Concerning the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.

2Th 2:7-9
 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his appearing. 9The appearing of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders,

2Pe 1:16-18
16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

1Co 15:22-24
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he appears, those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come 

1Th 3:12-13
 13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus appears with all his holy ones. 

1Th 4:15-16
15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the appearing of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, (It’s going to be loud, it’s going to be big, it’s going to be in the sky, it’s going to be spectacular.)

2Pe 3:3-4
3First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this ` appearing he promised?

1Th 5:23
23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1Th 2:19-20
19For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he appears? Is it not you? 
Jas 5:7
7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming.
Jas 5:7-8
 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.
1Jn 2:28
28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

So what was it that Jesus said about His appearing that made such an impact?

26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

Jesus didn’t give them all the info they may have wanted.  Jesus doesn’t address every curiosity.  Some of what Jesus said was a bit ambiguous, and somewhat cryptic.  But one thing He made crystal clear: As for My full-blown appearing, as for the time when I arrive in My complete glory and all that is included in the coming of Messiah – the ushering in of the Age to Come – 2 things:

1.	It’s its own sign.  What is the sign that portends that?  What is the indicator that it’s about to happen?  The indicator that it’s about to happen is when it happens, that’s the indicator. 

How are you going to know when the final appearing is?  When you look up into the sky, and you see Me in all my infinite, divine, heavenly glory with countless angels, that’s your first clue.

2. Until then, no one will know.

Conclusion: 
I hope you are excited about studying His appearing.  What could we possibly study that would be more thrilling and life-changing?  

What could possibly be more important?

The reason we exist is for the pleasure of God.

Our goal in life is to advance the Kingdom of God.

The greatest pursuit is to know God.

The greatest privilege for us is the revelation of who God is.

And so the greatest hope, and the gravitational force of our existence must be the appearing of God.


Warning about deception
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

What it won’t be
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

It sounds to me like 70 AD is just exactly the kind of thing Jesus said would not be a sign of the end.

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

The Answer
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Lk – armies Rev  16:14-18
14They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 

15"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 

16Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

17The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 18Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.
NIV 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 

Warning about deception 
23At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. (that’s exactly how most of these guys found out about Jesus – Andrew: “Come see the Christ…”  Jesus is pointing out that it won’t be like that at His appearing)  24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

After the distress: His Coming & the Rapture
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The timing
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Warning about he suddenness of the coming
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Be ready for a long wait
25:1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
6"At midnight the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 
7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 
9"`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 
10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
11"Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' 
12"But he replied, `I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 
13"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

Make good use of the wait
14"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 
21"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
22"The man with the two talents also came. `Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 
23"His master replied, `Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. `Master,' he said, `I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 
26"His master replied, `You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 
28"`Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

Judgment Day
31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, `Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 
37"Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 
40"The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 
41"Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 
44"They also will answer, `Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'   
45"He will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 
46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

Lk 21:5-22:1
5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6"As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." 



7"Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 



8He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and, `The time is near.' Do not follow them. 

9When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 
10Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

12"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Mk 13:1As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
2"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 



3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"
 

5Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and will deceive many. 


7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
12"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 


14"When you see `the abomination that causes desolation' standing where it does not belong-let the reader understand-then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 

19because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now-and never to be equaled again. 20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 


Announcement of Judgment
Mt.24:1
24:1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

 The Questions: when & what
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Warning about deception
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

What it won’t be
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

The Answer
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 



Warning about deception 
23At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it

27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

After distress: His Coming & the Rapture
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The timing
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Warning about suddenness of the coming
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

21At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `Look, there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect-if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 









24"But in those days, following that distress, 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
26"At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 





28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 









33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!'" 

















25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 




29He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32"I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 









34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 




