The offense of the Gospel

    True Christianity – the true Gospel is offensive.  It’s offensive for several reasons:

1. It’s Judgmental.  
 
   By that I don’t mean that we become judgmental in that we are over-critical of each other, or that we judge each other’s motives.  It means that God has judged our hearts and condemned us.
    The Gospel starts out with God judging you for your sin.
    In Romans 1, right after Paul says “I’m not ashamed of the Gospel,” he goes on to launch into the greatest and most detailed explanation of the Gospel in the Bible.  And he begins with 2 ½ chapters of condemnation.  He goes on and on and on about our sinfulness, our guilt, and the fact that we deserve to go to hell.
    The word “Gospel” means “good news,” and the good news is that you can be rescued from your miserable condition. But in order for someone to receive that as good news, they have to understand their miserable condition.
    So our first task in presenting the Gospel to people is to condemn them, and to point out that God has judged them.  And the more miserable and desperate the person understands his condition to be, the better the good news will be to him.
    Success in the Christian life comes from loving God, and Jesus taught that the more you realize you have been forgiven, the more you will love your Forgiver.  And so the more you heap on the condemnation at the outset, the more you are setting that person up to not only be genuinely saved, but to have greater success in the Christian life.
    So the Gospel piles it on.
    Now, If there is any message anywhere that is not welcome in our culture it is a message of guilt and condemnation.
    Part of the reason the modern church is packing out huge buildings and stadiums instead of being brutalized and rejected like in the first century is because we have mostly eliminated this first part of the Gospel.  
    We either skip that part altogether, or we invent ways to soften it so that it’s not offensive: “You have to admit you are not perfect and that you’ve made mistakes.”  When you tell someone that, then they look at God’s grace as “Oh – God is gracious enough to overlook the fact that I’m only human and I’m not perfect.”  That does not generate a high view of God’s grace.
      It’s a far cry from the person who is weeping and broken over the depth of his guilt and sin, and is overwhelmed with a sense that it’s too vile to ever be forgiven, and then finds forgiveness.  That’s the person who will be genuinely converted and who will truly love God.
    So God’s law heaps guilt upon us. And that’s offensive.  
    Not only that, but it warns us that if we don’t repent, we will be punished eternally in hell.
    Hell is a place of eternal torment and punishment for sins, and it is the eternal home of everyone who is not truly born again when they die.
    And if the ministry of condemnation, accusation and judgment doesn’t win us any popularity contests, what do you think is going to happen when we emphasize hell with the intensity that Jesus did? 
    So the true Gospel is offensive because it’s extremely judgmental.   It’s also offensive because of… 

2. The Cross
    “You’ve got to be kidding.  The cross isn’t offensive.  It’s a beautiful piece of jewelry around my neck.”  It’s amazing how we have sanitized the cross.  
    Did you know that in Jesus’ time the very word, “crucifixion” was so vulgar that it wasn’t used in polite company?   It was an obscenity. 
    The people back then weren’t savages.  They were just like us.  It was just as much a shock to their system as it would be for you to walk down the street from your house and see someone beaten, whipped, bleeding from all over, nailed to a cross, hanging there completely naked, suffocating, screaming out in pain, and finally, after a few days, dying.
    I heard of a woman who displayed a white flag in Iraq as our forces passed by, and later that day they came back by that area and that woman was hanging by the neck from a lamp post – dead.   Imagine if you saw that kind of thing out your car window as you drove here this morning. Multiply the shock of that times a hundred and you have crucifixion. 
    Crucifixion was a means of execution that was carried out only on people who were considered sub-human.  And it was a nasty subject, and an obscene word.  And so in polite company you would never even utter the word “crucifixion” or “cross.”  
    So then along comes Paul, and all he ever talks about is the cross.  He said, “My life and my message is all about one thing and one thing only – Christ crucified.”
    Anyone who was crucified was as dishonorable as he could be.  In fact, sometimes even after someone had died some other way they would put the corpse up on a cross just to dishonor the person, because even the OT says anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse (Dt.21:23)
    So the central theme of the NT is that the eternal Creator, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was cursed and crucified, and hung on a cross.   There is nothing that is more offensive to our culture than that was to theirs.
    Archeologists found some graffiti that dates all the way back to the first century, and it was a picture of a man on a cross with the head of a donkey. The inscription: “Alexamenos worships his god”
     We can scarcely imagine the level of contempt there would be in that culture for a religion whose central focus is to worship someone who had been crucified.
    I don’t know of anything that would be a greater turnoff to our culture than that was to them.  But the idea of God requiring punishment for sin comes close.
    On the Passover the people were to slaughter a lamb as a sacrifice for their sin.  But not just any lamb.  They were to select the lamb 5 days before the feast, and keep that lamb in the house as a pet.
    After about a week of having that lamb in the home, they would begin to have an affection for it.  And then when Passover came the family would place their hands on the lamb’s back to symbolize the idea that the lamb was taking the guilt of their sins on itself.
    Then the father would cup the lamb’s head in his hand and say to his wife and kids, “Today God requires blood for our sins…but not our blood.”    Then he took a knife, and before the kid’s wondering eyes would cut the lamb’s throat.  
    When the forerunner of the King of kings was sent out to announce His arrival into the world, instead of saying, “Bow before the King!” he said, “Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”   Think of that in that culture – “Behold, the one who is to be slaughtered.” 
     Genuine Christianity is offensive because it is judgmental, because of the offence of the cross, and because of it’s simplicity.

3. The Foolishness of God
    The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a massive assault on our pride.
1 Co.1:21-29
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles
    We don’t preach a message that people are naturally looking for.  
    There are a lot of seekers out there – people seeking certain kinds of religion, people seeking wisdom and knowledge.  But that seeking doesn’t lead people to God, because what He is offering is the opposite of what they are seeking.
    Our culture seeks much the same of what the Greeks were seeking – knowledge.  Think of what we as a country pour into the pursuit of knowledge.  If you added up all the time and money we spend in the pursuit of knowledge, and compare that to the collective amount we, as a culture, spend to bring about holiness and righteousness, you would see where our priorities are.  We are fanatical about gaining more knowledge.
    Our culture has an amazing faith and trust in knowledge.  We generally assume every piece of knowledge is valuable – even if we can’t see why.  If scientists make some new discovery, we celebrate, even if we don’t know exactly how that knowledge will bring about good. (I wish Christians had that kind of faith in God’s Word)
    And just like the Greeks of Paul’s day, anything that is simplistic and basic is not taken very seriously.
    26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things (that’s us) of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.
    The Gospel is an assault on our pride, because it’s a simple message disseminated by simple people.
    When I heard Michael Behe’s lecture the other night, I was astonished at the brilliance of the scientists who work in the field of biochemistry.  I could tell that if a person just wanted to gain a working knowledge of where to begin doing the kind of research those scientists do would take many years of study and training.  Then it occurred to me that I can teach you all how to do what I do in a matter of hours on Wednesday mornings in our expositors’ class.
    It really isn’t rocket science.  
    And the world sees that and relegates us to a level of other uneducated, simplistic things that aren’t to be taken very seriously.  When Evangelical leaders get together and make an important decision the NY Times doesn’t send a reporter to cover it.  There are marginalized, crackpot kooks, and self-styled scientists who have more credibility in our culture than we do.
    If you doubt that just look at who they get to interview on the news when they need an expert opinion.  When is the last time you heard Dan Rather say, “In depth tonight, an interview with an evangelical pastor regarding how we should understand this spiritual issue.”?  If they have a question like that they are much more likely to find any scientist or even an actor as the expert – anyone but us.
    In yesterday’s Rocky Mt. News there was an interesting article: “(Convicted murderer Robert Harlan’s lawyers) have asked Adams County District Judge John J. Vigil to throw our Harlan’s death sentence…on the grounds that jurors’…used a Bible during deliberations…”
    “The Bible has its place in our society, definitely, but it doesn’t have a place in the jury room where people are deciding a capital case…”

Biblical Christianity has its place – but not in any arena of life that actually matters.
     Genuine Christianity is offensive because it is judgmental, because of the offence of the cross, and because of it’s simplicity, and because…

4.	    It’s demanding
    Again, this is an area where I’m afraid many of you have been lied to.  You may have been told that becoming a Christian is easy.  All it takes is a simple prayer.  That’s a lie.
    Every time Jesus turned around and saw the crowd was getting too large, He whittled it down by talking about the Gospel.  “This crowd is way too big – they must not be getting the message.”
Luke 14:25-33
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters-yes, even his own life-he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
    He goes on to say, “Like a builder or a king going to war – you better count the cost before you get involved with following Me.”
    Then Jesus looks at how many leave.
    Not enough.  There are still too many here.
    So He steps up the rhetoric. 
    33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
    “OK good, now more are leaving.”
    It’s not easy to become a Christian – it will cost you everything you have.   It’s free in the sense that you can’t earn it, but it does require faith, which involves bowing to the authority of God as the King.
    The world flocks to hear a Gospel about a Jesus who promises to give you everything you want.  But the true Gospel doesn’t present a Jesus like that.  We don’t preach a Jesus who gives you all you want.  We preach a Jesus takes all you have.

5.	It’s narrow
    Our world today says, “You can believe anything you want, and we will respect that, as long as you don’t claim your way is the only way.”
    Claiming exclusivity in religion, in this day and age, is considered the ultimate religious hate crime.  It’s OK to think you are right as long as you don’t conclude that those who believe differently are wrong.
John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 
    Anyone who does not know Jesus Christ and bow to Him as Lord, and have full faith in Him specifically, is lost – doomed to an eternal hell.
     In v.27 we pick up the story at a point where the people are trying to talk Jesus into miraculously providing them with another free meal, as He had done the day before.
    They wanted food, and so they are trying everything – even pulling out quotes from the Bible to try to convince Jesus that He needs to do this.
    In the mean time Jesus is trying to focus their attention on spiritual things, not physical food.
John 6:27-7:1
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 
28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  
    There is only one way to server God – embrace Christ.
    Again, Jesus makes the claim that He is the exclusive way to God.  There is no other way.
    30 So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 
    (Back to the food)
    So Jesus steps up the rhetoric again.  He says “I am the only source of life from God.”
    32 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."  
34 "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 
35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life...
    Any claim to exclusivity is going to meet with resistance, and sure enough – v.41
    41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven."  42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" …
    Then He steps it up again -
    48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. 
    “Hmmm – still too many people in this crowd.  These claims to exclusivity aren’t doing the trick…
    Maybe if I put it in terms that are especially offensive to the Jewish culture:
    This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."  
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 
53 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him...
    I don’t know if there is any way of putting it that would be more offensive to the Jewish culture than by using the illustration of eating human flesh and drinking human blood.  If that’s a repulsive way of thinking about it for you, it’s ten times that repulsive to the 1st Century Jew.
    The crowd left a long time ago.  Now this is too much even for His disciples.
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" 
    The word “hard” means stiff or ridged – unbending.  
    61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, 
    So a number of His disciples are upset, which makes the other disciples concerned.  “Jesus – you are saying things that are rocking this whole boat.  Keep that up and this whole movement is going to collapse.”
    Jesus said to them, (the disciples who were offended over the fact that Jesus was offending the other disciples) "Does this offend you? 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
    66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
    Jesus watches many of His own disciples walk away.  But the 12 are still there.  Then this very poignant moment: 67 "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. 
    For our culture this is the biggest offense of all.
    The reason thousands of people flock to church on Easter is because so many who present the Gospel are careful to leave this part out.
    And it’s easy to leave out.  You just say all kinds of true things about God, but just be careful not to say it’s the only way. Then you offend hardly anyone.
    Our president, George Bush, has said some wonderful things about his faith in God and his prayer life.  He faithfully attends church, and seems like a devout man.  And it hasn’t seemed to hurt him in the polls.  His approval ratings have always been through the roof.  People don’t mind that – even most unbelievers.  The press can even live with it.
    But can you imagine if at the next major speech President Bush came on TV on prime time before the whole country and said, “I am a Christian, and if you’re not, you are going to hell.  Every last one of you who does not become a Christian before he dies will be damned to an eternal hell.” Before the press even came to he would already be impeached.  
    But why is that so different?  Why is it fine for Bush to say, “I am a Christian” but not “All non-Christians will go to hell”?  The statements should be identical.  But our modern presentation of the Gospel has been so watered down, that they are not.
    We are not hated and rejected by society, because we have learned how to delete the offensive parts of the Gospel.  But those are the essential parts.
    The Gospel is judgmental, it’s offensive, it assaults our pride, it’s demanding, and it’s incredibly narrow.  On top of all that, it’s…
 
6.	    It’s hard to believe 
    There is a huge “seeker-sensitive” movement sweeping the Church whose entire goal is to make it easy for people to believe. That’s why the whole Willow Creek/Saddleback movement exists.
    But  the Gospel was never intended by God to be easy to believe.  The true Gospel is hard to believe, and that’s the way God wants it.
    It’s not hard to believe because of lack of evidence.  There are mountains of evidence.  And it’s not hard to believe because it’s self-contradictory or illogical or irrational.  It’s hard to believe because God has presented it entirely on His terms, not ours.
    The evidence that God has given that all this is true is miracles.  In an age where we imagine science explains everything, our culture thinks it’s primitive to believe in miracles.  And so that’s what we offer the world as proof.
    We hold out a Bible that talks about God creating everything in 6 days, a world-wide flood, a donkey talking, a man living in a fish three days, an axe-head floating, people rising from the dead, a man walking on water or stilling a storm with a command, and then raising Himself from the dead…
    And all the rest of the hundreds of miracles recorded in the Bible – our world doesn’t believe any of those ever actually happened.  I believe them all,  - and we offer them as evidence for why they should surrender everything to Christ.
*******************
    Many of you have been lied to long enough.  I’m determined this morning to tell you the truth.  “But aren’t you afraid you will drive everyone away and your church will never get off the ground?”  Not at all.  
    You see, part of what really ticked those people off in Jn.6 was when Jesus said, “Only the people My Father draws can come to me, and ALL the ones He draws will come to Me.” That offended even His own disciples.  People naturally hate the idea of Election and Predestination, but they are clear in Scripture.
    I’m not worried about driving everyone away and the church failing, because the only people I’m seeking to reach are those people whom the Father is drawing, and those people are not turned off by the offensive Gospel.
    They are drawn by it.
    In fact, that’s the whole reason the Gospel is so offensive – it’s designed that way by God on purpose to weed out those people who are phonies.
    That movement is just lengthening the line of people who will someday say, “Lord, Lord…” and He will say, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.”
     People complain about the church because of all the hypocrites.  The reason there are so many hypocrites is because the Gospel has been so emasculated that it doesn’t drive away the phonies.  As one person said, “The modern presentations of the Gospel are not clear enough for the non-elect to reject it.”
    How can we have the audacity to proclaim such an offensive message?  Where do we get off demanding that people not only listen to, but accept and believe and wholeheartedly embrace a message that condemns them, offends them, assaults their pride, demands everything they have, attacks their sense of fairness, claims to be the only way to God, and requires a belief in the unbelievable? 
    It’s reasonable for us to expect people to listen and accept this message for one reason – let’s go right back to where we started.
2 Tim 2:8-9
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
    Paul boldly proclaimed this Gospel without apology because he knew that people back then could not argue with the fact that Jesus rose from the dead. There were so many eyewitnesses, and such overwhelming proof, that it just couldn’t be denied. 

Proof of the Resurrection
    Most people in our culture think that religion is a matter of opinion and preference (like being a Republican or Democrat, or a Broncos fan or Green Bay fan).  It would be silly for someone to argue for the truth or falsehood of a preference.  It would be ridiculous for someone to write a book on why you should be a fan of one team rather than some other team, or to go out proselytizing trying to convert someone from preferring oranges to preferring grapefruits.   
    In matters of preference, whatever you like is fine for you, and whatever I like is fine for me.
    So people figure each person should just pick whatever religion he likes the most.
    And for the most part people are right to think that way.  The vast majority of religions are just philosophies.  
    For example, Hinduism or Buddhism are religions that you just decide to believe in if you like them.  They don’t claim any historical event that proves them to be true   It’s strictly a matter of opinion.
     Those kinds of religions ask you to accept them on blind faith.  They want you to just assume their philosophy and their ideas about God and spiritual things to be true.   That’s the way most religions are.
    There are three religions, however, that are not in the realm of opinion or preference.  They claim they can be objectively demonstrated to be true or false.      And the reason for that is they tie all their credibility to historical events.  In all three cases the entire religion is completely dependent upon whether or not those historical events happened.
    Those three religions are Christianity, Judaism and Islam.  
    Islam claims to be valid if and only if Muhammad actually received a revelation from the angel Gabriel.   If that happened, and the angel really was Gabriel, sent with a message from God, then what Muhammad wrote is indeed God’s Word.
    If the angel Gabriel did not appear to Muhammad, then the entire religion is without credibility, because Islam itself ties its validity entirely to that message being from God.
    Judaism is the same way.  
    And so is Christianity.  100% of the credibility of Christianity is tied to one single event in history.  If that event took place, Christianity is certainly true.  If it did not, Christianity is certainly false.  So investigating the religions is not really as hard as it sounds.  Any religion that requires that you accept it based on blind faith should be rejected.  Blind faith is foolishness – it is irrational to believe something to be true without adequate evidence. 
    And so that only leaves three religions – there are only three religions that even claim to have been validated by God by means of miracles.
    Think about it – there is never any shortage of kooks claiming to speak for God.  So if God ever did send prophets who really did speak for Him, unless He verified them with miracles and prophecy, how could we possibly know they were from Him?
    Therefore if the miracles cannot be demonstrated to have taken place in actual history, there is no basis at all for believing in that religion.
    So to investigate which, if any of these religions are true, all that is needed is some historical research.
    Let’s start with Islam, because that’s the easiest.
    As for prophecy, there is none.  While there are hundreds of prophecies in the Bible, and many announcements of events that were made hundreds of years prior and were fulfilled exactly, in the Koran there are zero.
    As for miracles, the Koran records no miracles performed by Muhammad.  In fact, the Koran repeatedly says that he didn’t perform miracles.  It says that God told Muhammad  that if anyone questions why he is doing no miracles, he should say “Signs are in the hands of God.  My mission is only to give plain warning.” (29:50,51 see also 2:118, 6:109, 17:90-93).  Much later there were miracle traditions that came up and were attributed to Muhammad, but only many generations after his death.  None by contemporaries or eyewitnesses. 
    So you can’t do any historical research to verify the validity of whether Muhammad was a prophet, because he didn’t even claim to do miracles.  Anyone who believes in Islam does so out of blind faith, since the claims cannot be verified.
    So that leaves Judaism and Christianity.  
    Both religions believe the same thing about the OT – that it is the Word of God.  And there are many astonishing prophecies that verify that.  The difference comes in their beliefs about Jesus.  The Jewish religion does not accept Jesus as the Messiah sent from God, and Christianity does.
    And which one is right depends entirely on history.  
    Specifically, it all comes down to whether or not Easter ever really happened.  Everything rides on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.
    When the Apostle Paul went into Athens and saw that they worshipped hundreds of different gods, he said, “Let me tell you about the one true God.”  He goes on to preach a message about God that runs completely counter to the way those people had always believed, and the very last line in that sermon is 
31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."Acts 17:31
    The proof of the message of the NT is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  If that happened, then Jesus’ message has been authenticated by God, and the NT is valid.  If it did not happen, the Christian message is garbage.  In fact, you may be surprised to read what the NT itself says about its own illegitimacy if the resurrection of Jesus never happened.
1 Cor.15:1-32
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand…3 that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
    The message of the NT is that Jesus actually rose from the dead in space and time. If that didn’t happen, it doesn’t just make Christianity hard to verify.  It makes Christianity completely bogus - that’s why he lists all the eyewitnesses and the evidence.
14 if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead
17 if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.   
    If Jesus didn’t actually, physically rise from the dead, Christians are the most pitiable, pathetic people on the face of the earth, because we have devoted our lives to a terrible lie.
    “But how can you prove the Bible is true without using the Bible?  If we believe the Bible is true because Jesus said it’s true, and we believe Jesus’ words because He rose from the dead, and we believe He rose from the dead only because the Bible says He did…isn’t that circular reasoning?”
    Yes, it would be if that’s what we were arguing.  But it’s not.
    If you are going to research whether the Bible is God’s Word it would be foolish to begin by assuming it to be God’s Word.
    It would be just as foolish to ignore it altogether, because it is a collection of historical documents. 
    You should begin by assuming that the Bible is just like any other humanly authored document – complete with errors, biases, exaggerations, etc. – all the things you normally expect to find when you read or listen to any testimony about anything.
    And if you begin with those assumptions, you can still prove beyond any reasonable doubt that Jesus did rise from the dead.
     Just like in a courtroom you don’t have to assume the eyewitness giving testimony are 100% accurate in order to arrive at the right verdict about what happened (especially if you have large number of eyewitnesses, and there is good reason to believe them to be reliable). 
    The people who are experts at examining testimony have developed methods of discerning how believable a witness is, and all of us know how to do that to some degree.  When you watch a program on TV, there are some things you hear and believe right away.  And there are other things you are skeptical about.  And still other things you dismiss out of hand.  You do that because you intuitively understand some of the principles of discerning the reliability of testimony.  
    Historians have refined that to a science, and have applied it to the many evidences for the resurrection. And when you do that, there is a whole lot of material in the Bible that you have to throw out as not having sufficient evidence to know for sure whether it happened.
    But even after you throw all those things out, there still remains more than enough evidence to demonstrate that Jesus did rise from the dead.
    And if He is able to raise Himself from the dead, then it makes good sense to trust what He says about spiritual things and the afterlife.  And what He says is that the Bible is the Word of God – every word of it, which means all the things we threw out when we were assuming it to be a regular human document are now right back in, and we accept it all.
    If you are interested in walking through that evidence and all the reasoning for what is reliable and why – right out of the mouths of some of the world’s top experts and scholars in that field, I recommend “The Case for Christ.”  
    We have copies available on the back table.  
    There are a lot of people who hide behind a supposed intellectual argument against the resurrection, or some make some claim like, “I can’t believe for this reason or that reason…” and in reality they just don’t want to give up their sin or bow the knee to Christ.  But if you have serious intellectual questions, that book is a great source of information.
******************
There isn’t time in a sermon to give all those arguments, though – so I’ll let you look into it.
    What I do want to accomplish with this sermon, though, is to tell you the truth about the Gospel.  It is offensive.  It is hard.  It is humiliating.  It is costly.  It is demanding.  It’s narrow.  It’s hard to believe.
    Oh – and one other thing – It’s true! 
    The popular version that everyone likes isn’t any of those things – it isn’t offensive, it isn’t demanding, it isn’t narrow and it isn’t true.  It has no power to save anyone.
    So as offensive as it is, I want you to know that I am not ashamed of the Gospel, and I will devote myself to proclaiming it until the day I die.
    And if your heart is open to truth, you will believe it.

     Benediction:  2Co 4:14   we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.

