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Church Growth God’s Way:  Part 2   

“The Chain Reaction of Equipping the Saints”
Ephesians 4:11-13a



Ephesians 4:11-13   It was he who gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 


Introduction:  The Chain Reaction Leads to the Goal (Maturity)
This section of Ephesians shows us the core of the reactor of the Church.  Once you get down below all the bells and whistles and peripheral parts of the Church, strip away the external casing and get past the ancillary functions, then you can see that this passage shows us the most fundamental, inner engine that drives all that the Church is.  
		It is also no surprise that it comes in another one of Paul’s jumbo sentences (Paul hates periods!). 
There are 8 of these sentences in Ephesians; those 8 sentences make up over 40% of the book.  This one goes from verse 11 through verse 16.  But as long as it this sentence is, it isn’t very complicated. 
		The message is pretty simple: God gave ministers of the Word to the Church which set in motion a chain reaction that results in God’s final, ultimate goal for the Church being realized.  What God ultimately wants done, He gets done through a chain reaction that starts with the giving of the gifts listed in verse 11.  In addition, if you want to know what God’s ultimate goal for the Church is, you can find it in every verse:

12 built up 
13 mature, 
14 no longer infants
15 grow up 
16 grows and builds itself up 

The Goal of Maturity
		The Lord’s great, final desire for His church is maturity. We make a lot of the fact that Christ will not return until the Gospel has been preached to all the nations and the full number of the Gentiles has come in.  But in passages like this you get the distinct impression that that isn’t the only thing He’s waiting for.  If the whole purpose of everything He is doing in the Church is to bring us to a certain level of maturity, perhaps the Lord is waiting for the Church to reach that point before He returns.
Maybe it’s not just a certain number He’s looking for but a certain level of maturity.  2 Peter 3:11-12 talks about us hastening the coming of the day of the Lord by living holy and godly lives.  But whether it hastens the day of the Lord or not, this is the Lord’s chief desire for His Church – that we reach maturity.

Starting the Chain Reaction: The Gifts

In verse 11, the words to be (in the NIV) before each group are not in the Greek language. (In the NAS it is the word as and, in the KJV, commas are inserted.)  All that was added by the translators to make it more clear; however, I think they make the verse less clear.  If you just read it without any added words or commas, you get the clearest picture of what is being said.  They are a list of accusatives that are the objects of the verb he gave. 

11 It was he who gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers

The Lord Jesus Christ gave those men to His Church.  This introduces us to yet another way to think about spiritual gifts. Usually we think of a spiritual gift as an ability.  In verse 7, however, we saw that the spiritual gifts that every believer have been given are ministries i.e. specific tasks (and the ability to do it is just implied).  
Here, we see a third way of thinking about spiritual gifts.  In verse 11, the gifts are not abilities or ministries – they are people.  When Christ was doling out gifts to His Church, He gave 5 groups of people as gifts: Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers.
One way of thinking about your gift is that it is an ability given to you.  Another way to think about it is it is a task or ministry responsibility entrusted to you.  A third way to think about it is it is you, given to the Church – you are the gift.  It is amazing to think about the massive amount of time and energy we put in to trying to discover our gifts.  There are no end to the surveys and checklists and classes and books and seminars designed to help you discover your gift (which, by the way, Scripture never tells us to do).  
If you want to discover your gift, look in the mirror. There, now you’ve discovered it – now get busy giving it.  Instead of just thinking of yourself as the recipient of the gift, think of yourself as the bearer of the gift.  Your gift isn’t for you; it is you, and it’s for us. Our gifts are for you.  One of the most precious kinds of gifts is the gift of people. 

John 17:6  "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.

Several times in the Gospels we see Jesus rejoicing over the fact that the Father gave Him the gift of people (the Church).  We can rejoice just as much because every saint is a gift to the Church.  However, there are only 5 specific groups mentioned here.

Apostles
This probably refers to the 12 disciples and Paul.  There are a few other people referred to as Apostles in Scripture but they don’t seem to be on the same level as the 12 and Paul who were revealers of Scripture.  In Acts 2, when it says the Church was devoted to the Apostles’ doctrine (v.42), it is a reference to the twelve.  No one else is ever called an Apostle prior to Acts 13 where Paul and Barnabas were sent out.  In fact, Barnabas was distinguished from the Apostles before that (Acts 5:36,37, 9:27).
Prior to the commissioning in Acts 13, Paul and Barnabas were part of a group referred to simply as prophets and teachers.

Acts 13:1-2  In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon … Lucius … Manaen … and Saul. 

Prophets 
Together with the Apostles, the Prophets, who were a group closely related to the Apostles, revealed the New Testament.  Twice already in Ephesians, we have seen these two groups referred to as the revealers of the New Testament and the foundation for the Church.

Read Ephesians 2:19,20   

Read Ephesians 3:4-5  

Prophecy is always the miraculous speaking of the words of God verbatim in direct revelation.  
The subject matter may be the past, present or future.  The issue is not the time but the fact that the person is acting as a mouthpiece for God.  Prophecies are word-for-word announcements of what God is saying (even to the point where God is referred to in the first person as in Acts 13:1,2).  For that reason, all true prophecy is infallible.  The test for inspired speech (or prophecy) is that it is infallible and attested by miracles (Deuteronomy 18:21-23).  
People always ask if there are prophets today.  My answer is sure – lots of them.  Sadly, however, all the ones I’ve ever met turned out to be false prophets.  So there are lots of prophets. Whether there are any true prophets of God, I don’t know – I haven’t met one yet.  If someone comes to me claiming to be a prophet, I look for the following things:

	a track record of 100% accuracy in his announcements of the future, 

complete agreement with Scripture, and 
verification that he is from God by undeniable miracles.

There is no reason to believe God ever lowered his standards for prophets. We are not to believe every Tom, Dick and Harry who come along claiming the gift of prophecy.  I heard one modern day prophet say that the Old Testament standard is no longer in place and if a prophet gets it right 40% of the time, that’s pretty good.  Does that sound right to you?  That now that we are in the New Testament – the time when the mysteries are revealed, and revelation from God is clearer and more precise – that God’s Word through His prophets would go from 100% accuracy to 40%?  If a prophet has a record of 99.99% accuracy, he is a false prophet!  Anyone who ever says, “Thus saith the Lord” and then speaks error is a false prophet and the Lord has not sent him.  (If you want more information on prophets, there is an appendix in the manuscript.)  Therefore, when you see the phrase apostles and prophets you can pencil in the words the New Testament. 

Evangelists
The word evangelist literally means proclaimer of the Gospel.  The word gospel is the Greek word euvagge,lio,n (evangelion) meaning the proclamation of good news.  When you see the phrase “proclaimed the gospel” or “preached the gospel” in your Bible, that whole phrase comes from the verb form of this same word: euvaggeli,zw (evanglizo).  We get our word evangelical from it:  an evangelical is anyone who believes the gospel.  We also get our word evangelize from it:  to evangelize someone means to proclaim the Gospel to him.  The Gospel is the good news from God about Jesus Christ (in other words, the entire New Testament).  Therefore, in a broad sense, all New Testament preaching is preaching of the Gospel.  
However, the word is also used in Scripture in a narrower sense – speaking of proclaiming to unbelievers the basic message about salvation.  So most likely, an evangelist was someone who proclaimed the Gospel to unbelievers as his primary focus. 
The only evangelist we know of in the Bible is Philip. Acts 21:8 speaks of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven:  Philip was an evangelist and his daughters were prophets. If you want to read about his ministry, just read Acts 8 – 40 verses all about the ministry of Philip. In that chapter, we see him traveling all over the place preaching the gospel as a missionary.  Some have assumed from that chapter that an evangelist is someone who travels around. By that logic we would also have to say deacons travel  because Philip was also one of the Seven.  Yet Timothy was told to do the work of an evangelist, and he was working in an established church with believers – not traveling around.  All we can say for sure is that evangelists preached the gospel.

Pastors and teachers
Those two are grouped together because teachers is a subset of pastors:  not all teachers are pastors but all pastors are teachers.  There is no such thing as a non-teaching pastor:  every pastor is a teaching pastor or he is not qualified to be a pastor.  But there are some teachers who are not pastors.  
The word pastor here is the normal Greek word for shepherd.  In fact, this is the only place in the whole Bible where it’s translated pastors.  
There are three different names in the New Testament for the job I have:  elder, overseer and shepherd.  Those three terms always refer to the same office.  The word shepherd is always translated shepherd everywhere in the Bible except in this one verse, for whatever reason, instead of giving us the English word (which is shepherd), they gave us the Latin word for shepherd which is “pastor.”  
It’s funny because even though they only did that one time, that is the word that has caught on in our culture.  We talk about senior pastors, youth pastors, etc. but we never hear about the head shepherd, associate shepherd, youth shepherd or worship shepherd.  It is too bad, because that is the word, and God used that word for a reason. It communicates so much.  Maybe if we did use that word we would understand the role a little better and we wouldn’t have drama shepherds or executive, administrative, non-teaching shepherds.

Teachers
This is also an important group of people.  Most people overlook this office in the early church, but it’s mentioned fairly often.  They are first referred to in the following verse:

Acts 13:1-2  In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 

When church leaders are listed in the context of giftedness, you see the same list as here in Ephesians 4 except evangelist and shepherd are left out.

1 Corinthians 12:28-29  in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 

The reason the other two are left out is because 1 Corinthians12 focuses on gifts as abilities, not people.  In that sense, there is no gift of shepherding or evangelizing:  shepherd and evangelist are offices that require certain abilities but they are not themselves abilities. 
Paul started out as a teacher and later became both an Apostle and a teacher.

1 Timothy 2:7  for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle…and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. 

2 Timothy 1:11  of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.

This was a very important role in the Church.  Even as early as the writing of James (very likely during the 40s – within about a decade of Jesus’ death), there were quite a few teachers and James had to tell them, “Not so many of you should presume to be teachers” (James 3:1).  
There are countless other kinds of ministries but these 5 are mentioned for a reason.  The one thing everyone in this list has in common is they all communicate the Word of God.  Therefore, you could summarize verse11 by saying, “God gave the Church men who carry out the ministry of the Word.”
He gave us the New Testament through the Apostles and Prophets and the New Testament is proclaimed by the evangelists and explained, taught, and applied by the shepherds and teachers.  Therefore, the summary of verse 11 is, “God gave the Church the ministry of the Word in the form of gifted men.”  He did that with a specific goal in mind.

Stage 1:  Equipping the Saints
Giving those men to the Church set off a chain reaction that climaxes in verse 13.  The first stage is:  12 to  pros (for the purpose of).  God gave these men as gifts to the church for this purpose:  to prepare God's people for works of service.
(prepare:  katartismo,j)  Remember the sermon about katarizo? Here that word is again.  This is a little different form but the same root word.  It means to make something as it should be.  It carries the ideas of repairing that which is broken as well as improving something to make it fit or as it should be.  It was used of setting a broken bone or repairing something.  It was used of furnishing a room.  It was used of training, discipline and instruction.  It was used of reconciling opposing factions.  It can mean “to establish” or “to equip” or “to prepare.”  A couple weeks ago we summed all that up with the word katarize.  
(Remember, we launched the katarization program at Creekside, which means, from now on, all gossiping about people’s faults will be replaced with helping restore that person and make him fit.)
That’s what it means to katarize someone.  Verse 12 says the reason God gave the Church the ministry of the word through gifted men is for the purpose of katarizing the saints.  God has a number of ways of bringing you to maturity (trials and suffering, conscience, His Word, etc.); all of them cause growth through the direct work of the Holy Spirit in the heart.  
As a shepherd, I’m not involved in that part.  The Holy Spirit does not need my help – He’s never said, “Darrell, could you please help Me sanctify this person.”  Nor do I need to worry about giving you trials or suffering (although, some of you probably think that’s been my role – I certainly don’t do that on purpose).  The only direct role I have is in the application of the Word of God to your heart.  That is the role of the pastors and teacher – to make people fit, to repair people’s hearts, to mend people, to restore people, to make people as they should be through the ministry of the Word.  It is not our job to give you psychology or inspiring stories or clever programs.  My role is simply to apply the Word to your hearts.
The term translated God's people is literally the saints.  All Christians are saints (the word means holy ones).  We are already holy in God’s eyes yet we need to be katarized.   But even that’s not an end in itself.  Many people think it is:  they think that once all the people in the church are katarized, we’ve reached our goal.  But there is a specific purpose for katarizing or equipping the saints.  It is the next stage in the chain reaction, and we see it in the second part of verse 12.

Stage 2:  The Work of Ministry
for (eis) works of service  lit “for the purpose of the work of service (or ministry).”
Bible teachers are given to the Church to katarize saints with the goal of the work of diakoni,a (deaconing).  What is that? That’s the ministry of verse 7 where each individual Christian has been given a ministry.  Everything else that happens, all the way through verse16, happens as a result of the ministries of all the non-teacher, non-pastor, non-evangelists in the church.  If you are a non-pastor, non-teacher and non-evangelist, it is your job to do everything else in verses 12 and 13.  
All of the amazing, high, lofty goals of the Church that we will read about in the verses to come, are reached as a result of the ministries of the lay people in the Church – not the pastors, teachers and evangelists.  This needs to be emphasized because so many people in our day think of the work of the ministry as the job of the pastor, and the lay people are there to help out when it gets to be too much.  That perspective is dead wrong.  The idea of hiring pastors to do the work of the ministry is completely backwards.  The general work of the ministry that brings about God’s desires for the Church is the role of the saints, who have been equipped for that by the pastors and teachers.  So the job of visiting the sick, caring for the widows, encouraging the timid, the job of edifying the Church, building everyone up, strengthening the body, bringing it to maturity, all the work of the ministry is the responsibility of the saints.  My role as pastor is not to do that work:  my role as pastor is to equip you to do that work.  You all are like soldiers and I’m like a gun manufacturer or something. I equip you and you go do the work.
Now, I need to hasten to add that aside from my role as a pastor, I am also a Christian which means the work of the ministry is also my responsibility.  But when I do the work of the ministry, I’m stepping out of my role as pastor and stepping into my role as just another brother.  So when I come visit you in the hospital, I’m not coming there as your pastor:  I’m just coming there as a regular Christian who has been equipped by other pastors and teachers to do the work of the ministry.  If you go visit someone in the hospital, you’re not helping me with my job; you’re doing your job.  I’m stressing this because it’s very important that you realize that the rest of the passage is the result of that work of deaconing on the part of all the katarized saints.  
To summarize:  the chain reaction was set off by the giving of the New Testament and the ministers of the Word to the Church.  That results in the katarization of the saints.  Then the saints are in a position to carry out their individual ministries.  That results in the next stage in the chain reaction.

Stage 3: Building Up the Body
12…to equip the saints for the work of service so that the body of Christ may be built up 

The word translated “so that” is the word eis again – it shows the result of the last stage.  The goal of the ministry of the saints is the building up of the body.  Again, the images of growth and building are combined.  So the picture includes both increase in size as well as development of maturity.

The Tension – In Favor of Smallness
In the overall picture of maturity, there is a constant tension between numerical growth and spiritual growth.  On the one hand, I see all the people God has brought here and I’m overwhelmed with the responsibility.  I think, “I’m going to have to give an account for the spiritual maturity of all these people?”  Then I think about the fact that we really don’t have enough pastor/elders to properly shepherd this many, nor enough teachers or deacons, or that the prayer leader ministry isn’t organized quite as well as we wish it were.  I also think about the fact that we are way behind in getting each one of you into a ministry and a small group and we don’t have enough counselors and  I don’t know if each of you is being prayed for enough.  Then  I think, “If people would just stop coming here, we could have a little time to catch up.” 
I don’t want Christ to come back and find me shepherding a church that is immature and ill-cared for.  A pastor once approached Spurgeon and complained about how few people he had in his church and Spurgeon said, “Perhaps you have as many as you would like to give an account for on judgment day.”  Sometimes I feel like that:  I feel like if we add people at too fast a rate, we may fall short of our responsibility to provide all that is needed to bring people to maturity.

The Tension – In Favor of bigness
On the other hand, I think about the thousands of God’s people out there who need the kind of ministry we have here and who would just flourish and thrive in this kind of environment.  People who love God’s Word but who are being malnourished where they are – and, in many cases, they don’t even realize it.  They desperately need fellowship with people like you and can’t find it.  Then I think about the hundreds of thousands in our area who are lost – hundreds or perhaps thousands of whom would respond to the Gospel if they just heard it clearly proclaimed.  And I want to say, “Lord, send them here, and use us to minister to them!”  I believe in this ministry; therefore, I want as many as possible to be exposed to it.  
You constantly hear me railing against the church growth movement and some people have assumed from my comments that I’m against numerical growth or that I only want our church to be a certain size.  People ask me all the time, “What is your vision for the size of Creekside – how many people?”  My answer is that I don’t have any vision regarding the future – whatever God has in mind is fine.  If you ask how big I want it to be, I would say, “The bigger the better, as long as the vast majority of the people are strong, mature Christians.”  
But if we add people and fail to bring them to maturity, we have failed.  That’s not church growth – that is church decline.  If we have a church of 50, and 90% of the people are mature, and then we grow to a church of 5000, with only half of the people mature, we have declined.  In that case, the church has gone downhill.  
Our shallow evangelical culture is utterly blind to that.  In most people’s minds, if your church goes from 50 to 5000, that is growth.  If it happened in a short enough period of time, we will put you on magazine covers and buy your book and pattern everything we do after you.  But if the overall maturity of the church goes down instead of up, that is decline. It is failure.  If that happens in a church, we should send our elder boards to that church to help them get back on the right track of growing to maturity instead of churches around the country sending their elder board to that church to discover how they increased the number of church attenders.  Therefore, numerical growth alone can very often be a sign of decline.
However, that is not to say numerical growth shouldn’t be a concern.  Numerical growth does generally go along with spiritual growth.  Part of the maturing process does involved growing in size.

Health = Growth
In a community like this, if a church isn’t expanding numerically, you have to wonder if something is wrong because the population in general is expanding. So if the church is remaining the same size, it is actually declining in proportion to the community.

The Church is suppose to expand in size
The Church is to be growing like a mustard seed into a large tree and that does include numerical growth.  You find reports in the books of Acts about God adding to their number – someone was counting heads!  Not everything Rick Warren says is wrong and one quote I like is this, “We count people because people count.” 
Keep in mind, one of the gifts in the list in verse 11 is evangelists.  That doesn’t get much attention but think about it.  What does this text say is the purpose of evangelists?  The same as the pastors and teachers - to katarize the saints and bring them to maturity.  Part of bringing the saints to maturity is taking unbelievers and making them saints in the first place – adding to the church’s number.  
If it’s good to bless someone with God’s grace, then blessing 10 people with God’s grace is 10 times as good (as long as you bless them to the same degree).  If you bless 10 people with 1/10 the blessing, that’s not an improvement at all.  We don’t want to become a mile wide and an inch deep.  The goal of everything we do is maturity.  That goal is brought about only through your ministry, not mine.

Church Maturity is Your Responsibility
This means that if you have complaints about the church or if you think this church is not what it should be, is unspiritual and immature…, then you’ve just admitted you’re not doing your job!  Because if you were doing your job, the church would be mature!  Think about that next time you complain about the church.  (I happen to believe that, relatively speaking, this church is extraordinarily mature – I just said that for those people who are unhappy with your level of maturity.)  
If the people in a church are not equipped for ministry, that’s the fault of the leadership.  But if the pastors and teachers are equipping the saints, then the task of bringing the church to maturity is their responsibility.  I hope that helps you take your ministry a little more seriously.  It helps me. I already take my role as pastor seriously but this helps me take my role as just a regular saint more seriously.  
Think for a moment about your ministry – whatever it is.  How seriously do you take that?  Do you prepare for it?  Some of you remarked last week about the fact that I stopped and prayed before the sermon.  The truth is, I pray about every sermon:  it is the major topic of my prayers from Saturday evening until I preach.  Not only that but I pray about my sermon every single day.  In addition, when I leave the building on Sunday afternoon, get in my car and start driving home, I begin praying about next week’s sermon and preparing it.  I will listen to a sermon tape of someone preaching on that next text and have my Bible open on the seat next to me.  
Now, I realize most of you don’t have ministries that require that much preparation. But do they require less prayer?  Are you making an effort to prepare yourself for your ministry when you get up on Sunday and drive here?  Think of how important it is that you do.  Suppose you have the gift of mercy or encouragement.  What’s going to happen if you show up at church ill-prepared, and someone comes to you with some massive struggle, and you’re not prepared spiritually to help?  What’s going to happen if you have the gift of giving and the Lord brings a wonderful opportunity for a fantastic giving ministry and you miss it because you haven’t spent any time in prayer about it?  
Whether or not the church reaches maturity and fulfills the purposes of Christ in vv.12-16, is all riding on your ministry.  So, in the chain reaction, the Lord kicks it off by giving gifted men which results in the saints being equipped for the work of ministry.  That sets off the next stage which is the building up of the body.  That process continues until we reach our goal, which is in v.13.

Stage 4: Unity
The equipped saints do the work of their ministries so that the body of Christ may be built up and that continues:  

13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God

The more mature we get, the closer we get to doctrinal oneness.  

Unity in the Faith 
In this context “the faith” refers to the body of doctrine that makes up Christianity – the Christian faith.  We will reach unity in what we believe – in doctrine and in the knowledge of the Son of God.  This is relational knowledge.  
Not only will we have doctrinal unity, we will have oneness in the way we each relate to Christ personally.  We will have the same kinds of experiences in our own, personal interactions with the Lord.  
We will have a lot in common, will be able to relate to one another and will have the same passions and get excited about the same things because we all know Jesus Christ in the same way.  That is the next stage.  
You may wonder, “How does the building up of the body through our individual ministries result in the body reaching unity?”  The answer is:  maturity brings coordination.  For example, when you were an infant, your limbs were not unified.  As an infant your arms and legs just move randomly, independently of anything the body as a whole is trying to accomplish.  If a newborn is hungry, the movements of his fingers or legs or arms or head have nothing to do with accomplishing the goal of getting food.  His body has no coordination, therefore, it doesn’t accomplish the objectives of his heart.  The only solution to the problem is to go through the long, hard process of growing up.  You can’t teach an infant to be coordinated.  The only thing you can do is give him nutrition and all he needs to grow up.  When he reaches physical maturity, his body will be coordinated.  That is how it is in the Body of Christ. 
In an immature church, the body parts are spastic.  No one has enough maturity to discern God’s will; everyone is just flailing around in whatever random direction they see fit.  So the leaders of those churches try to generate unity by imposing an organizational unity from the outside.  They will lead the way the world leads – get a visionary for a pastor, have him cast a vision, get everyone all excited and on board for his ideas.  Then he hands out assignments and puts all the pieces in place.  As long as he is around, it has the appearance of a well-oiled machine, on the outside.  (Although once you get on the inside you see a lot of friction, and discord, and gossip, and complaining, and fighting.)  On the outside, everyone seems to be working together, however, on the inside, there is no true unity at all.  
The only way you get true unity is when all the people are so spiritually mature that they are responsive to the direction not of the pastor but of the Head of the Body.  When every muscle and nerve does exactly what the Head tells it to do, then you have real unity.  Then, you find that one ministry fits hand in glove with another and the entire effort is coordinated by the Lord Himself from the inside.  
Heaven forbid that Creekside would only accomplish things that we consciously set out to accomplish.  Our vision and ideas are so small that, if that’s all we do, we end up doing nothing.  But if we are just responsive and faithful in the ministries the Lord gives us, we will accomplish His eternal, infinite goals.  Some of those we may be able to look back and see at some point, others may span over many generations but whether we see them or not doesn’t matter.
Therefore, true church unity is always a function of maturity.  When Paul addressed the problem of disunity and factions in the Corinthian church, he told them exactly what their problem was:  the reason they didn’t have unity is they were immature.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3  Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly-mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You are still worldly. 

The solution to disunity is maturity.  When a pastor says, “I’m not going to get into doctrine and I’ll skip over anything that’s controversial in the Bible because I want to promote unity,” he has it backwards.  By failing to boldly proclaim the whole counsel of God, he is promoting immaturity which causes disunity.  When a pastor only says things that everyone agrees with, there is the external appearance of harmony yet all that does is breed shallow, immature, babies in the faith.  If you have enough milk to go around, you can keep a church full of babies quiet for a little while but once a big trial hits the church, they all start screaming – and you get chaos.

Stage 5: A Mature Man
In the NIV, the next phrase just says and become mature.  But in the Greek, that word eis appears again; that’s the word that sets each one of these phrases off with the idea of with the purpose of or with the result of.  Therefore, verse 13 literally says that the Body is built up:

13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature man.

The word is not the generic word for mankind or person (anthropos) but specifically an adult male (as distinguished from a female or a boy).  Therefore, it is saying the goal is that the church become a man.  When the Lord talks about the purity and beauty and loveliness of the Church, female imagery is used (we will see that in chapter 5).  But when the image is of strength, God says, “The goal is that the church becomes a mature male.”  
Why would Paul say that? Instead of just saying mature, he says, “a mature man.”  He wants us to think about the characteristics of masculinity.  Think of someone like the guy who leads the good guys in the war in Lord of the Rings – a powerful, rugged, undefeatable picture of masculinity – like David in his early years.  Every culture sets up icons of manhood like that.  Think of the attributes of masculinity:

	Strength 

Valor
Courage
Heroism
Boldness
Aggressiveness
Confidence
A defender of the powerless and weak
Someone who is undaunted by threats
Someone who is undeterred by dangers and has command of his own emotions
He is under control – he can be gentle, he can be fierce. 

God wants the Church to be like that; He wants Creekside to be like that.  He doesn’t want us to be cowardly, or timid, or wimpy or fearful.  He’s not given us a spirit of timidity. Revelations 21:8 says the cowardly will not enter heaven.  I love this verse:

1 Corinthians 16:13  Be alert; stand firm in the faith; act like men; be strong. 

God looks down at Creekside and says, “Don’t be a wimp. Be a man!”  The enemy will try to destroy us through intimidation.  It might be overt or it might be covert.  It may be that 20 years from now you and I may be in prison facing torture or death, or the torture and death of our children.  The enemy may use more subtle methods:

	Like the fear that we will be regarded as irrelevant if all we do is preach the Gospel

Or we will hit a time when several prominent families threaten to leave the church if we don’t compromise on some point
Or something God calls us to do will be extremely expensive or demanding in some other way, and we will be afraid to commit to it
Or a church discipline situation is so intimidating that we just decide not to do it

There are a hundred ways Satan can capitalize on our cowardice.  God knows He has called us to some hard things.  That is why He is constantly telling us in Scripture, “Be strong, be courageous, persevere, be like men.” 
We will be like that only after we have all reached unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, so we are all working together as a single body all responding the same way to the same Head.  That kind of unity will only come when we have been built up and edified which will only happen when the saints are all fulfilling their various ministries.  And that will only be effective if the saints are equipped and prepared for that work by the ministry of the Word through evangelists, pastors and teachers.  All that is the first part of the chain reaction.  (We haven’t gotten to the nuclear explosion yet – that comes next week.)
For now, let me just remind you: The purpose of this sermon is not to tell you to try to become like this.  The purpose of the sermon is to tell you to be equipped by the teachers, do the work of the ministry – and the result will be the maturity of the Church.  It has already happened.  It will happen more – and it will happen through you.
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Benediction: 1 Peter 5:10,11  

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you (that’s katarizo) and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Appendix: Additional notes on prophecy

The prophets fulfilled a very important role in laying the foundation for the Church.  They were second only to the Apostles themselves.  Those two groups were the revealers of the New Testament.

Ephesians 2:19,20   you are…members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Ephesians 3:4-5  you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.

Ephesians 4:11  It was he who gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,

What is prophecy?
There are a few passages describing things prophets did.  For example, 1 Corinthians 14:3 But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.
However, we shouldn’t take that as a definition of prophecy.  Just because prophets do that doesn’t mean everyone who does that is a prophet.  (Just like you could say all pastors are leaders, but that doesn’t mean all leaders are pastors or that leadership is the definition of pastoring).
The only passage I know of that defines prophecy is the following:

Revelation 19:10  At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

John was tempted to worship the angel as the source of the prophecy he was receiving, and the angel said, “No – prophecy is testimony that comes out of Jesus’ mouth.”  Regarding our discussion last week about a person having more than one of these abilities, we know that John was both an Apostle and a Prophet, because Revelation is a prophecy.

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy 

Revelation 10:10,11  I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. Then I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings."

Recently Wayne Grudem has suggested a novel definition of prophecy.  He says “prophecy in ordinary New Testament churches was not equal to Scripture in authority, but was simply a very human—and sometimes partially mistaken—report of something the Holy Spirit brought to someone’s mind.”  In other words, prophecy consists of “telling something God has spontaneously brought to mind.”  The prophet’s report of that thought is fallible and subject to errors.  
That view seems to betray a misunderstanding of providence. Every thought that comes into your mind does so under the providential control of God.  God will even providentially allow erroneous, incorrect, sinful thoughts to come into your mind.  So just because God has allowed a thought to come into your mind, that doesn’t mean that thought is prophetic.  Otherwise, every human being would be a prophet.
Grudem also says prophecy depended on a revelation from the Holy Spirit but the prophet could either understand it imperfectly, report it inaccurately or both.  Bruce Yocum, author of a widely used charismatic book on prophecy, says the same thing: “Prophecy can be impure – our own thoughts or ideas can get mixed into the message we receive – whether we receive the words directly or only receive a sense of the message.”  If that’s the case, what is the difference between that and any Christian who is offering any idea?
I believe there are two categories of speech: inspired and uninspired.  The test for inspired speech is that it is infallible and attested by miracles (often the miracles of being able to announce the near future with 100% accuracy – that’s the test in Deuteronomy18:21-23).  Grudem wants to add a third category: Speech that is inspired yet fallible.  If such a category exists, what would be the difference between that and uninspired speech?  What is the difference between fallible inspired speech and fallible uninspired speech?  Besides, even Grudem would agree that the New Testament gift of prophecy is what is referred to in Joel 2:28 (Systematic Theology p.1017): 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions

Scripture is clear this was fulfilled when the Spirit came in Acts 2:16,17.  Therefore, the New Testament prophecy is the same as the Old Testament prophecy.  (If Joel had meant something other than what the word meant when he wrote it, he would have had to indicate that, otherwise no one would know).  
You may wonder, “But what about Agabus?  Didn’t he make a mistake?”

Acts 21:10-11  After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.  Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" 

Acts 21: 30-36 The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut.  While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar.  He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.  The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done.  Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks.  When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers.  The crowd that followed kept shouting, "Away with him!" 

Those who argue for fallible prophecy say he didn’t get it quite right because it was the Romans who bound Paul and took him by force against the will of the Jews.  But Scripture often speaks of a person doing an action if he is responsible for it being done.  For example, in Acts 3:15 it says the Jews killed Jesus.  In fact, even after this event, when Paul is recounting this event, here’s how he describes what happened:  I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans (Acts 28:17).  
Prophecy that is not accurate is false prophecy – Old Testament or New Testament.  If you look at the prophecy of the book of Revelation, you are hard pressed to call that uninspired.

Revelation 22:7-21  "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book."
10 Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.
19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

The prophets were revealers of Scripture.  Ephesians 3:5 speaks of the Gospel which in other generations was not made known unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit.  Prophecy is the miraculous speaking of the words of God verbatim in direct revelation.  The subject matter may be the past, present or future.  The issue is not the time but the fact that the person is acting as a mouthpiece for God.  
Prophecies are word-for-word announcements of what God is saying (even to the point where God is referred to in the first person – Acts 13:1,2).

Acts 13:1-2  Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was {there}  prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."

Prophecy in a broader sense can involve knowing things that couldn’t naturally be known

Luke 22:64  They blindfolded him and demanded, "Prophesy! Who hit you?"

Luke 7:39  When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is-- that she is a sinner."

John 4:18-19  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."  19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet.

This kind of thing is often call “word of knowledge” or “a word from the Lord” but a more biblical term for it would be prophecy.  Some commentators and many modern churches for some reason think of this as being a kind of ecstatic mania.  But the examples we have in the New Testament of prophets prophesying couldn’t be more lucid and calm:

Acts 21:11  Coming over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'"

Acts 13:2  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."




