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God Sent His Son as Savior
God Living in You: Part 4
1 John 4:14-17      12-21-2008

Summary: God sent a Savior because we needed saving from sin, this world, godlessness, death, hell, and wrath.  The Sender is the Father, the Savior is the Son, and the Saved are those who, by the Spirit, embrace the gospel.  You have confidence you have done that when God’s love for you realizes its purpose in your life.
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1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God; [but] if we love one another, God remains in us and his love is accomplished in us. 13 We know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever remains in love remains in God, and God in him.
17 In this way, love is accomplished among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But accomplished love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not accomplished in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.
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Introduction: The Coming Judgment
The announcement of the Savior
Let’s begin by putting ourselves in the shoes of those shepherds in Luke 2.  Watching sheep in the daytime was probably dull enough, but what could be more boring that watching sheep sleep?  They were on guard watching for wild animals.  But no wild animals were coming, so they were watching nothing – hour after hour as they tried every trick in the book to keep their eyes open, and then all of the sudden…

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them

They went from watching nothing to seeing one of the most spectacular sights ever witnessed by a human being.  If you read the Old Testament you know that an angel of the Lord is something far greater than an ordinary angel.  And then it got even better.

9 … and the glory of the Lord shone around them

Bright light in the middle of the night would be unsettling enough.  But this isn’t just any light.  It is the very glory of God.

9 … and they were terrified.

I guess!  Their brains do not even have any categories to process what is happening here.  All they know for sure is #1 this thing is supernatural, and #2 if this spectacular being isn’t friendly, they are in real trouble.

10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel

Literally “a multitude of a heavenly army appeared” (host means army).  Evidently they have the appearance of fierce warriors, and there was a vast number of them.
So first the one angel appeared, then the glory of God lights up the ground like daytime, and now a huge multitude of angelic warriors light up the entire sky.  And this whole thing is not only bright, but it is loud.

13 a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

I am guessing they woke up the sheep.  And when the concert was over, these stunned shepherds watched as the angels left and went back to heaven (v.15).
I know there are some Christians who say that we should not celebrate Christmas.  I have heard people say, “Why celebrate the birth of Jesus?  What really matters is His death and resurrection.”  If the arrival of the Savior into the world didn’t matter all that much then I need someone to explain to me why God sent an angel of the Lord, displayed His glory, and then sent the heavenly host to appear in the skies when that unimportant birth was announced.  God never did that for any other event in history - ever.  If God says the birth of the Savior is good news of great joy, what more reason do we need than that to celebrate it?
So we celebrate Christmas.  And if all the shopping and hubbub of the holidays makes you forget what Christmas is all about, just go back to what those angels said in Luke 2:11.  Christmas is the good news of great joy that a Savior has been born.  Savior means rescuer or deliverer.  The people in Israel at the time were waiting for the Christ (Messiah) to arrive to deliver or rescue them from the domination of Rome.  They wanted a political Messiah.  They very much felt the need to be rescued because their country was controlled by an enemy.  So when they heard the words “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior (rescuer) has been born to you” they were very excited about that.
Who needs a Savior?
But what about us?  If you are not being overrun by an enemy, and your life is actually fairly comfortable, how do you get excited about the arrival of a savior?  If you do not feel any real need to be rescued from anything, a savoir is really no big deal.  If you are drowning in the middle of the ocean, the arrival of the Coast Guard is the sweetest sight you have ever seen.  But if you are lounging on the deck of your yacht, the Coast Guard is probably more of an annoyance than anything else.  To appreciate a savior you need to be in a lot of trouble and know that you are in a lot of trouble.
So let’s spend our time this morning thinking through exactly what it means to have a Savior from heaven.  We have been studying verse by verse through the book of 1 John, and in the wonderful providence of God it just so happens that we are in the most Christmassy verse in the book – if not in the whole Bible.  In verse 14 of chapter 4 John says almost exactly the same thing as the angel said in Luke.2.  The good news of great joy in Luke 2:11 was…

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you 

And…

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

So 1 John 4:14 is the Christmas story and there are three parts to it: The Sender, the Savior, and the Saved.

The Sender (Father)
The Sender is the Father.

14 the Father has sent his Son…

And ultimately the reason why the Father sent His Son here was so the Son could bring us to the Father.

John 14:5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Jesus came here as the way to the Father.  That was the very first thing John told us in the opening paragraph of the book of 1 John.  He starts out the whole book by saying Jesus appeared so that we could have fellowship with the Father.  The Son came to give us life in order that we might come to the Father and know the Father and have fellowship with the Father.  So if that is the reason why the Savior was sent into this world – if that is why Christmas happened, then if you do not know the Sender you miss Christmas altogether.
Trinity
And the key thing we learn about the Sender in this passage is His relationship to the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Have you noticed that the whole Trinity is in verses 13-14?

13 …he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – that is the Trinity.  The doctrine of the Trinity is one reason why we know that not all religions worship the same God.  The God of the Bible is a Trinity, and every other religion teaches a god who is not a Trinity. 
And if you are not familiar with the doctrine of the Trinity you need to be, because there are many who want to call themselves Christians who deny the Trinity, for example those in the Oneness movement, such as the Oneness Pentecostals.  T.D. Jakes is in that category – he does not believe in the Trinity.  Very often people like that will argue that we shouldn’t believe in the Trinity because the word “Trinity” never appears in the Bible.  And they are right.  (Of course the word “Bible” doesn’t appear in the Bible either, so that is kind of a self-refuting argument.)
The reason the word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible is because it is just a word we use to describe a group of five doctrines that are in the Bible.  It is just a shorthand term we use to refer to those five doctrines.  And these are the 5 doctrines:
The Father is God
The Son (Jesus Christ) is God
The Holy Spirit is God
There is only one God.
The three persons – the Father, Son, and Spirit – are not the same person.  They are distinct from each other.  It is not that sometimes He is the Father and other times He is the Son and other times the Spirit.  They all three exist simultaneously as separate, distinct persons.  And one of the ways we know that is because of the interactions they have with each other and the relationships between them.

13 he has given us of his Spirit. 

The Father has given the Spirit.   There is a subject-object distinction.  The Father is the one doing the giving, and the Holy Spirit is the one being given.

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

Again, the Son and the Father are not the same person – the Father sent the Son.

15 … Jesus is the Son of God

No one is the son of himself.
In 1:2 we saw that in eternity past the Son was with the Father.  In 2:1 the Son speaks to the Father in our defense.  And we see the same sort of thing in the Gospel of John.

John 5:20 the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.

John 17:1 Jesus … prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.

John 17:11 I am coming to you Holy Father

John 17:25 Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, 

Recently someone asked me about how to teach the Trinity to a young child.  All you have to do is teach them those five statements.  Teach them these answers:
Is the Father God?  Yes.
Is Jesus God?  Yes.
Is the Holy Spirit God?  Yes.
How many Gods are there?  One.
Are they all the same Person?  No.
And that last one is tricky for young kids so if your child has a tough time with that last one, then instead of asking, “Are the three persons of the godhead distinct?” just ask,
Does the Father love Jesus?  Yes.
Does Jesus love the Father?  Yes.
Does Jesus know the Father?  Yes.
Did the Father send Jesus into this world as Savior?  Yes.
Did the Father give us the Holy Spirit?  Yes.
Does the Spirit teach us the truth about Jesus?  Yes.
That is what we mean by distinct Persons.  And if you understand that enough to be able to answer those questions, you understand what the Bible says about the Trinity.
In this passage the focus is on the relationships within the Trinity.  All three roles are crucial for us to experience Christmas.  If the Father doesn’t send His Son into the World as our Savior, we don’t get Christmas.

The Savior (Son)
And if the Son doesn’t lay down His life for us so He can provide the way to the Father, there is no Christmas.

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

The Sender is God the Father, and the Savior is God the Son.
Saved from what?
But when we talk about being saved, what does that mean exactly?  Saved from what?

Distraction Disasters
What kind of trouble are we in?  A lot of folks are afraid that we are right now on the verge of a total economic collapse.  This could be a collapse even worse than the Y2K collapse, and the one that followed 9/11.  (Oh, I guess neither one of those actually happened, did they?)
But failed predictions of doom never slow the prophets of doom down – or the market for those prophecies.  There is a strange addiction our culture has to predicting catastrophe.   At any given time it seems there are always two or three looming calamities that are going to bring the world to an end.  Recently it has been global warming.  They are not sure if that is going to kill us by flooding us or burning us or starving us or maybe even freezing us.  But one way or another, to hear the teachers in the public school system tell it, our only hope of not being destroyed by global warming is if some other catastrophe kills us off first.  And there are plenty of candidates for that.  First the cell phones were going to give us all brain cancer.  My children were taught in school that the cell phones are killing the bees, and pretty soon all plant life is going to die.  Not only that, but the world is going to completely run out of gasoline within the next couple years.  But we won’t need it anyway because we will all be dead from the ozone hole or nuclear radiation or all the animals going extinct, or mad cow disease, or bird flu, or Ebola or something.
Not long ago the scare was the depletion of the rainforests.  You don’t hear as much about that anymore because they were supposed to have been all gone by now, and we should all be dead.  I think AIDS was supposed to have killed us all by now as well.
I remember hearing a presentation about the loss of topsoil every year that made it sound like by the time I was 30 years old there would be no farming possible anywhere in the world.  When I was in high school they were predicting another ice age.  And before that everyone was sure the world would soon come to an end by a nuclear holocaust.  Back in the days of the cold war they were just sure someone was going to accidentally bump the nuclear bomb button with his elbow and set off a nuclear war that would blow up the entire planet.  And when I was a kid they were telling us that by the time we graduated from high school the entire country would be 50 feet deep in garbage.  The experts assure us it is only a matter of time before all life on earth is destroyed by a collision with a huge meteorite. 
And then there is the scare that never does go out of style – overpopulation.  We are going to have so many people that there won’t be enough resources and we will all starve.  That was supposed to have happened a while back as well, and yet here we are today with modern farmers producing more food every year than every human being on earth could possibly eat.
It seems the reports of our own demise have been greatly exaggerated.  Why does mankind have such a fascination with predicting doom?  Could it be that Satan puts those fears in their minds in order to distract them from the one global catastrophe that really is coming?  There is a disaster looming on the horizon that is far worse than all those other disasters combined – Judgment Day.  When God comes and judges this world the people will be wishing the mountains would fall on them.  They will be begging for a meteorite to come put them out of their misery.  The world will be wishing and praying for natural disasters at that time, because it is much better to suffer a natural disaster than a supernatural disaster.  Maybe that is why they always seem to be not only predicting an ultimate natural disaster that will end the world, but they almost seem to be rooting for it.  They would be a lot better off if that were all that were going to happen to them.  If all mankind had to worry about were physical death, that would be nothing compared to what they have in store when their Creator comes to this world on Judgment Day.
The horror of Judgment Day
Judgment Day will be the greatest horror this world has ever seen.  God will render the final verdict on everyone’s eternal destiny and there will be no appeals, no arguments, no second chances.  Jesus described that Day in Matthew 25, and He said there will only be two verdicts.  To some He will say:

Matthew 25:34 Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

And to the rest He will say:

41 Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.

Have you ever felt pain in the pit of your stomach because you realized you were in real trouble?  We take the authorities in our lives with varying levels of seriousness.  If the librarian at the public library scolds you for getting a book back late, that is one thing.  But if a police officer pulls you over, that you take a little more seriously.  And if the IRS calls you and says you are going to jail for a long time, that will really make you sick to your stomach.  Have you ever had one of those times in your life when you realized, “Uh oh – this isn’t some small deal.  I’m in real trouble”?  On Judgment Day you will stand before the highest and most powerful Authority in the universe.  And if you are in trouble on that day it will be eternal trouble, with absolutely no way out.
And because of the sin and rebellion of mankind, all of us – every last one – was in eternal trouble.  That is why we need a Savior.  So when those Jewish shepherds heard the announcement about a Savior being born in Bethlehem that night, and they were excited because they imagined a military leader who could rescue them from their enemies, they didn’t know the half of it.

Sins
I did a quick study this week of what the Bible says we need to be saved from.  According to Matthew 1:21 we needed saving from our sins.

Matthew 1:20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared (Joseph) him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

What is the real threat that we face?  What is the calamity that this Rescuer came to rescue us from?  Not global warming or nuclear war.  Our sins.
Sin is anything that happens in your heart that conflicts with the will and desires of God.  Doing anything God has forbidden is sin.  Failing to do anything God has commanded is sin.  Loving something God hates or not loving something or someone God loves is sin.  Preferring anything above nearness God is sin.
And every last one of us is shot through with sin from birth.  In our pride we imagine that we can clean up the mess of sin in our hearts by our own efforts.  A little self-help, some counseling, go to church, a few resolutions, and we will be good as new.  But the reality is sin in our hearts is like a virus that is infecting every cell in our body.  And none of the band-aids of our self-improvement efforts will even begin to touch the problem.  That is why you were sinning 20 years ago and you are sinning today.  Your efforts to clean up the mess are getting you nowhere and they never will.  Sin holds us by the neck in a death grip that we are powerless to escape.  The only way to break free is for a Savior to be sent from heaven who can break the power of sin over us.

The World 
Another thing we need to be saved from is the world.

Acts 2:40 (Peter) pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

We live in a world that drags us away from God, and it is impossible to swim upstream against that current on your own strength.  The people you work with, unbelieving friends, family, the media, the entertainment world, the government school system - it is all in a mad rush away from God and His ways - and unless a Savior comes from heaven to rescue you, you will just get swept away to hell with all the rest.  The pressure and influence of this world is impossible for us to overcome on our own.  They are so good at making righteousness seem boring and unappealing.  They are so good at making sin look exciting and attractive and satisfying.  The world is so adept at making God look undesirable and unsatisfying and without a Savior from heaven we could no more break free from that than a fish could reach down and pluck himself out of the ocean.

Godlessness 
A third catastrophe from which we need to be rescued is godlessness.

Romans 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer (savior) will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

Being saved means being rescued from godlessness.
God is the most wonderful, most delightful, most marvelous treasure in existence, and yet our hearts are naturally dead to Him.  In our natural state we are more interested in a ball game or TV show or comic book than the presence of the Almighty God.  Given a choice between experiencing nearness to God and browsing the Internet, our natural hearts prefer the latter.
That is not how it should be, but that is how it is – and that is a disaster for us, because if your affections are so messed up that you delight in what is worthless and are indifferent toward what is infinitely good you will inevitably waste your life.  You will inevitably make decisions that will result in an absolutely wasted existence.  And you will destroy yourself by preferring that which produces death over that which gives life.
So we need to be saved from godlessness.  And there is not one thing you can do to reach inside your own heart and change godlessness into love for God.  It can only be done if God sends a Savior from heaven.

Death
Another disaster we need to be saved from is death.

James 5:20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death 

It is absolutely guaranteed that you are going to die – and relatively soon.  The death rate in the United States is still one each.  Your days are numbered.  You are no different from the person who goes to the doctor and is diagnosed with an incurable, fatal disease.  In less than 10 decades every one in this room will have experienced what it is like to die and be thrust into eternity.  And very soon after you die everyone who knew you will die and your existence on this earth will be completely forgotten. 
And the only possible rescue from death is a Savior who has the power to conquer death - a Savior sent by the Father who can and will raise you from the dead and give you an incorruptible body that will never wear out, never be subject to injury or disease or decay of any kind, and that will thrive in health and joy and wellbeing forever. 



Hell
But without a Savior like that physical death will become spiritual death, which is what the Bible calls hell.  Hell is a place where God punishes people for their sins.  That is why Jude 1:23 says another thing we need to be saved from is the fire.  Hell is a place of outer darkness, utter aloneness, and excruciating pain and torment that will make you scream and cry and grind your teeth in anger for ever and ever and ever.  There is no way out.  After you have suffered worse than any torture victim has ever suffered on earth, and you have been in that agony for 10,000 years, you won’t have any less time left to serve.  That is what eternal death means.
And if you think you can escape that by being a relatively good person, you are wrong.  If you have sinned at all you are guilty of cosmic treason against God and no amount of good deeds you could ever do could ever erase that guilt.  The only way to escape is on the basis of the blood of a Savior who suffered all of your punishment in your place on the cross.  That is why no other religion could ever save you.  No matter how good their ethical system is, and no matter how wonderful their sacred writings are, and no matter how friendly their people are, every other religion in the world has the same fatal flaw – no one paid the penalty for your sin in your place.  Which means you have to pay it yourself.

Wrath
So we need a Savior.  Why?  To save us from sin and the world and godlessness and death and hell and, one more.  The worst and most devastating and inescapable calamity of all.  The disaster of all disasters – the wrath of God.

Romans 5:9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 

There is no problem bigger than being on the receiving end of God’s furious anger.  And if your conception of God is that He is nothing but a big, harmless, innocuous Santa Claus who wouldn’t hurt a fly, you need to read the Bible.

Romans 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men 

God is enraged at mankind in general and you specifically if you are not saved.  According to Reveation 14:10 you…

Revelation 14:10 …will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. [and you] will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.

That is the greatest of all catastrophes, and it is a problem you have zero ability to fix.  It is absolutely impossible for you to reconcile your relationship with a furiously angry God, unless He sends a Savior from heaven who can save you from His wrath by suffering His wrath in your place.

The saved 
Our need for a Savior is desperate beyond words so God the Father sent a Savior – His own dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  But is all that really the meaning of Christmas?  I said at the beginning that Christmas was all about God sending His Son into the world as Savior.  But there is actually more to the Christmas story than just that.
If at your house everyone spent a whole lot of time and money and thought and effort into picking out just the right gifts, and they wrapped them all up and placed them under the tree, and you just left them there under the tree year after year collecting dust and never unwrapped any of them, that would not be a very satisfying Christmas, would it?  Why?  Because gift giving has a purpose.  And that purpose is not realized if no one receives the gift.
How many of you children who are here like to opt out of Christmas?  December 25 comes around, and you see all the presents under the tree, and you think, “You know what?  I’m just not really into it this year.  I think I’ll just sit this one out.”  So while everyone else is opening presents, you just sit in your bedroom and do some homework or clean up your room or something.  Does anyone do that?
No.  You would have to be crazy to opt out of Christmas and decide not to be involved, right?  But the sad fact is most of the people you know are doing exactly that.  Christmas is the celebration of the arrival of a Savior into the world.  So anyone who is not being saved by that Savior is missing Christmas.  They might be able to open some presents, but that is not what Christmas is.  Those presents just remind us of the greatest and most important present – salvation.  That is what Christmas is.  And most people are not going to get Christmas this year – or any year.
You see, the meaning of Christmas is not just verse 14.  It is verses 14 and 15.  The Christmas story doesn’t end with God giving the greatest gift ever given.  The Christmas story is completed when we receive that gift.

15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in God.

The purpose of Christmas is realized when God gives His Son as a gift and you receive that gift by confessing Christ.
Confession
To confess Christ means to believe what He said, trust His Word, rely on Him alone to save you, and entrust your life into His hands.  And if you do that, you will be saved.  Reject His Words and you reject the Savior.  Refuse to entrust your life to Him and insist on being the boss of your own life – and you just refused the only Savior.  Prefer something in this world above Jesus, and you forfeit salvation.  Hang on to some treasured sin that you think you just can’t give up, and you forfeit eternal life.  But if you let go of this world and embrace Him in faith, you will be saved.  And only then do you experience Christmas.  The sending of a Savior into the world means nothing to you unless you are saved by that Savior.

Proof of God’s love (Holy Spirit)
I said a moment ago that gift giving has a purpose.  We give gifts as expressions of our love, right?  Isn’t that the point of a gift?  Gift giving achieves its purpose only when the person receiving the gift receives it as a gesture of love from the giver.
And that is true in a much greater way when we receive God’s gift, because not only is His giving the gift an act of love, but our very act of receiving it is another demonstration of God’s love for us.  God sent His Son to be the Savior for the world.  That shows God’s universal love.  And when you respond to Him in faith that shows His love for you as an individual, because the only way a person can respond in faith is if God has given you His Spirit.

2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God

13 We know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

If you believe the Gospel that proves you have been given the Holy Spirit because only the Spirit can incline your heart to accept the gospel.  You see, mankind’s problem is not just that we are all drowning and in need of a life raft - we also have the problem of hard hearts that refuse to get into the life raft that God has thrown to all of us.  And so when God sacrifices His only Son to provide the life raft, and then He gives you His Holy Spirit to move your heart to want to get into the life raft, that is love upon love.  Sending His Son shows His love for the whole world, and you accepting salvation through faith shows His special love for you individually. 
That is why you need the whole Trinity to experience Christmas.  If the Father doesn’t send His Son as Savior, there is no possibility of Christmas.  If the Son doesn’t lay down His life for us so He can provide the way to the Father, there is no Christmas.  And if the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in your heart to produce faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, so that when you hear the gospel you love it, and when you see God’s commands you delight in them, then there is no Christmas for you.  The Father sends the Savior, the Son, Jesus Christ is the Savior, and the Holy Spirit opens your eyes and inclines your heart to be saved. 

Proof of Fellowship 
But how do you know if your confession is true saving confession?

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has in us. John seems to be interchanging the Spirit and love.  We know we have mutual remaining with God because we have the Spirit and because we have love.  He has to do that because if he only talks about love we end up with the meaningless mush that dominates our culture when they talk about love.

The most natural translation is “in us” not “for us.”  What does it mean for God to have love in you?  It means the same thing as the “accomplished” love that we talked about last week.  God loves you, and He loves you in order to accomplish a purpose.  And the purpose He wants to achieve by loving you is for His love to spread to others through you – for you to love His people.
And what verse 16 is saying is that is where our confidence lies.  That is how you know your confession was genuine.  We know for sure that we have fellowship with God and are saved because we obey Him, and because His love flows through us to those around us who are hard to love.  When that is happening in your life you know you are saved because..

16 … God is love. Whoever remains in love remains in God, and God in him.

The true essence of God (that Aristotle and Plato and the Gnostics said was unknowable) is very much knowable.  The true essence of God is so characterized by love that if you have that love in you, you have God in you.
And so if you remain in love (that is, if you faithfully persevere – the promise does not apply if your supposed conversion only lasts a short time), if the continual exchange of love between you and God results in you having a special, Christ-like love for the people of God, that is proof of true fellowship with God.
Confidence  

17 In this way, love’s goal is accomplished in us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

You do not have to be afraid on Judgment Day because you are like Jesus.

We are like Him
Now, back in 3:2 he said we are not like Him, and we won’t be until the Second Coming when we see Him as He is.  So his point here is not that we are exactly like Him in every way.  But we can be like Him in our relationship to the Father.  Jesus had an ideal relationship with the Father because He perfectly followed the Father’s will.  And through Christ we can have that same kind of relationship to the Father.

John 15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.

What do you look toward for confidence on the Day of Judgment?  When someone asks you the question, “If you were to die right now do you know for sure you would go to heaven?” how do you answer?  If you found out that Judgment Day was today, and you were scheduled for 11:30, as you gathered up your stuff from the pew to get ready to go stand before the almighty Judge, would you be nervous?  And as you were standing in line and you heard one after another after another after another – lifelong Christian leaders, pastors, evangelists; and to one after another the great Judge says, “Depart from Me. I never knew you,” and you start wondering if He is going to say that to you – when doubts about your salvation sneak into your mind, where do you run for refuge?  Are you safe on that day because years ago you made a decision to invite Jesus into your heart?  Or you signed a card?  You raised your hand in an altar call?  Prayed the sinner’s prayer?  Got baptized?  Fell on your face in a flood of tears over your sin and invited Jesus into your heart?  None of that is evidence of anything.  As you stand there in line, those people who were told to depart into eternal torment in hell, as they are walking away will pass by you and say, “Whatever you do – don’t put any confidence in any of that.”  Those people will be saying, “Lord, Lord, did we not sign a card?  Did we not walk an aisle, pray a prayer, make a decision, go to church, get baptized, read our Bibles, lead people to faith in Christ?”  On their way down to hell they will say to you, “If that’s the stuff you’re counting on – don’t even bother.  It doesn’t fly.”

Love is proof of salvation 
What does fly?  Accomplished love.

17 In this way, love’s goal is accomplished in us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

When His love achieves its goal in you, that removes fear of judgment.  No one is saved because of a decision alone.  No one is saved because of a prayer.  The proof of your salvation does not lie in the past – it lies in the present.  Whatever happened to you in the past, if it is not being lived out in your life in the present in Christ-likeness, did not save you.  But where there is a transformed life through an acceptance of and belief in the truth of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that transformed life casts out any fear of being condemned on Judgment Day.

Conclusion
Most people never know the beauty of Christmas because they have their eyes closed to the ugliness that necessitated Christmas.  God’s sending a Savior into the world means nothing if our greatest threat is some natural disaster.  But if we understand the unspeakable horror of Judgment Day and the wrath of God and the real trouble we were in, then the sending of a Savior is truly good news of great joy.
Those of you who are here this morning without certainty in your heart that you are saved, please talk to me or your small group leader about that before you leave.  And those who do have certainty – spend this Christmas season really celebrating Christmas.  Rejoice in a Father who sent His Son to save you.  Rejoice in a Savior who came to bring you to the Father.  And rejoice in a Holy Spirit who was given to you by the Father to enable you to believe.

Benediction: Jude 24-25  To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy- 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.


Devotionals
Day 1 – The Coming Judgment

Some Christians say that we should not celebrate Christmas.  I have heard people say, “Why celebrate the birth of Jesus?  What really matters is His death and resurrection.”  If the arrival of the Savior into the world didn’t matter all that much then I need someone to explain to me why God sent an angel of the Lord, displayed His glory, and then sent the heavenly host to appear in the skies when that unimportant birth was announced.  God never did that for any other event in history - ever.  If God says the birth of the Savior is good news of great joy, what more reason do we need than that to celebrate it?
So we celebrate Christmas.  And if all the shopping and hubbub of the holidays makes you forget what Christmas is all about, just go back to what those angels said in Luke 2:11 – and 1 John 4:14.  Christmas is the good news of great joy that a Savior has been born. 

Luke 2:11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

So 1 John 4:14 is the Christmas story and there are three parts to it: The Sender, the Savior, and the Saved.  The Sender is the Father.

14 the Father has sent his Son…

And ultimately the reason why the Father sent His Son here was so the Son could bring us to the Father.

John 14:5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Jesus came here as the way to the Father.  That was the very first thing John told us in the opening paragraph of the book of 1 John.  He starts out the whole book by saying Jesus appeared so that we could have fellowship with the Father.  The Son came to give us life in order that we might come to the Father and know the Father and have fellowship with the Father.  And so if that is the reason why the Savior was sent into this world – if that is why Christmas happened – then if you do not know the Sender you miss Christmas altogether.
And in this passage the focus is on the relationships within the Trinity.  All three roles are crucial for us to experience Christmas.  If the Father doesn’t send His Son into the World as our Savior, there is no possibility of Christmas.  If the Son doesn’t lay down His life to provide salvation, there is no Christmas.  And if the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in your heart to enable you to believe, there is no Christmas for you.

Day 2 Savior

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

The Sender is God the Father, and the Savior is God the Son.  But when we talk about being saved, what does that mean exactly?  Saved from what?  There is a strange addiction our culture has to predicting catastrophe.  Why does mankind have such a fascination with predicting doom?  Could it be that Satan puts those fears in their minds in order to distract them from the one global catastrophe that really is coming?  There is a disaster looming on the horizon that is far worse than all those other disasters combined – Judgment Day.  When God comes and judges this world the people will be wishing the mountains would fall on them.  They will be begging for a meteorite to come put them out of their misery.  The world will be wishing and praying for natural disasters at that time, because it is much better to suffer a natural disaster than a supernatural disaster.  Maybe that is why they always seem to be not only predicting an ultimate natural disaster that will end the world, but they almost seem to be rooting for it.  They would be a lot better off if that were all that were going to happen to them.  If all mankind had to worry about were physical death, that would be nothing compared to what they have in store when their Creator comes to this world on Judgment Day.
Judgment Day will be the greatest horror this world has ever seen.  God will render the final verdict on everyone’s eternal destiny and there will be no appeals, no arguments, no second chances.  Jesus described that Day in Matthew 25, and He said there will only be two verdicts.  To some He will say:

Matthew 25:34 Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

And to the rest He will say:

41 Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.
 
Have you ever felt pain in the pit of your stomach because you realized you were in real trouble?  We take the authorities in our lives with varying levels of seriousness.  If the librarian at the public library scolds you for getting a book back late, that’s one thing.  But if a police officer pulls you over, that you take a little more seriously.  And if the IRS calls you and says you are going to jail for a long time, that will really make you sick to your stomach.  Have you ever had one of those times in your life when you realized, “Uh oh – this isn’t some small deal.  I’m in real trouble”?  On Judgment Day you will stand before the highest and most powerful Authority in the universe.  And if you are in trouble on that day it will be eternal trouble, with absolutely no way out.
And because of the sin and rebellion of mankind, all of us – every last one – was in eternal trouble.  That is why we need a Savior.  So when those Jewish shepherds heard the announcement about a Savior being born in Bethlehem that night, and they were excited because they imagined a military leader who could rescue them from their enemies, they didn’t know the half of it.
I did a quick study this week of what the Bible says we need to be saved from.  According to Matthew 1:21 we needed saving from our sins.

Matthew 1:20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared (Joseph) him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

What is the real threat that we face?  What is the calamity that this Rescuer came to rescue us from?  Not global warming or nuclear war.  Our sins.
Sin is anything that happens in your heart that conflicts with the will and desires of God.  Doing anything God has forbidden is sin.  Failing to do anything God has commanded is sin.  Loving something God hates or not loving something or someone God loves is sin.  Preferring anything above nearness God is sin.
And every last one of us is shot through with sin from birth.  In our pride we imagine that we can clean up the mess of sin in our hearts by our own efforts.  A little self-help, some counseling, go to church, a few resolutions, and we will be good as new.  But the reality is sin in our hearts is like a virus that is infecting every cell in our body.  And none of the band-aids of our self-improvement efforts will even begin to touch the problem.  That is why you were sinning 20 years ago and you are sinning today.  Your efforts to clean up the mess are getting you nowhere and they never will.  Sin holds us by the neck in a death grip that we are powerless to escape.  The only way to break free is for a Savior to be sent from heaven who can break the power of sin over us.
Another thing we need to be saved from is the world.

Acts 2:40 (Peter) pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

We live in a world that drags us away from God, and it is impossible to swim upstream against that current on your own strength.  The people you work with, unbelieving friends, family, the media, the entertainment world, the government school system – it is all in a mad rush away from God and His ways, and unless a Savior comes from heaven to rescue you, you will just get swept away to hell with all the rest.  The pressure and influence of this world is impossible for us to overcome on our own.  They are so good at making righteousness seem boring and unappealing.  They are so good at making sin look exciting and attractive and satisfying.  The world is so adept at making God look undesirable and unsatisfying.  And without a Savior from heaven we could no more break free from that than a fish could reach down and pluck himself out of the ocean.

Day 3
A third catastrophe from which we need to be rescued is godlessness.

Romans 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer (savior) will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

Being saved means being rescued from godlessness.
God is the most wonderful, most delightful, most marvelous treasure in existence, and yet our hearts are naturally dead to Him.  In our natural state we are more interested in a ball game or TV show or comic book than the presence of the Almighty God.  Given a choice between experiencing nearness to God and browsing the Internet, our natural hearts prefer the latter.
That is not how it should be, but that is how it is – and that is a disaster for us, because if your affections are so messed up that you delight in what is worthless and are indifferent toward what is infinitely good you will inevitably waste your life.  You will inevitably make decisions that will result in an absolutely wasted existence.  And you will destroy yourself by preferring that which produces death over that which gives life.
So we need to be saved from godlessness.  And there is not one thing you can do to reach inside your own heart and change godlessness into love for God.  It can only be done if God sends a Savior from heaven.
Another disaster we need to be saved from is death.

James 5:20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death 

It is absolutely guaranteed that you are going to die – and relatively soon.  The death rate in the United States is still one each.  Your days are numbered.  You are no different from the person who goes to the doctor and is diagnosed with an incurable, fatal disease.  In less than 10 decades every one in this room will have experienced what it is like to die and be thrust into eternity.  And very soon after you die everyone who knew you will die and your existence on this earth will be completely forgotten. 
And the only possible rescue from death is a Savior who has the power to conquer death - a Savior sent by the Father who can and will raise you from the dead and give you an incorruptible body that will never wear out, never be subject to injury or disease or decay of any kind, and that will thrive in health and joy and wellbeing forever. 
But without a Savior like that physical death will become spiritual death, which is what the Bible calls hell.  Hell is a place where God punishes people for their sins.  That is why Jude 1:23 says another thing we need to be saved from is the fire.  Hell is a place of outer darkness, utter aloneness, and excruciating pain and torment that will make you scream and cry and grind your teeth in anger for ever and ever and ever.  There is no way out.  After you have suffered worse than any torture victim has ever suffered on earth, and you have been in that agony for 10,000 years, you won’t have any less time left to serve.  That is what eternal death means.
And if you think you can escape that by being a relatively good person, you are wrong.  If you have sinned at all you are guilty of cosmic treason against God and no amount of good deeds you could ever do could ever erase that guilt.  The only way to escape is on the basis of the blood of a Savior who suffered all of your punishment in your place on the cross.  That is why no other religion could ever save you.  No matter how good their ethical system is, and no matter how wonderful their sacred writings are, and no matter how friendly their people are, every other religion in the world has the same fatal flaw – no one paid the penalty for your sin in your place.  Which means you have to pay it yourself.
So we need a Savior.  Why?  To save us from sin and the world and godlessness and death and hell and, one more.  The worst and most devastating and inescapable calamity of all.  The disaster of all disasters – the wrath of God.

Romans 5:9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 

There is no problem bigger than being on the receiving end of God’s furious anger.  And if your conception of God is that He is nothing but a big, harmless, innocuous Santa Claus who wouldn’t hurt a fly, you need to read the Bible.  

Romans 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men 

God is enraged at mankind in general and you specifically if you are not saved.  According to Revelation 14:10 you…

Revelation 14:10 …will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. [and you] will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.

That is the greatest of all catastrophes, and it is a problem you have zero ability to fix.  It is absolutely impossible for you to reconcile your relationship with a furiously angry God unless He sends a Savior from heaven who can save you from His wrath by suffering His wrath in your place.

Day 4 – The Saved

Our need for a Savior is desperate beyond words so God the Father sent a Savior – His own dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  But is all that really the meaning of Christmas?  I said at the beginning that Christmas was all about God sending His Son into the world as Savior.  But there is actually more to the Christmas story than just that.
If at your house everyone spent a whole lot of time and money and thought and effort into picking out just the right gifts, and they wrapped them all up and placed them under the tree, and you just left them there under the tree year after year collecting dust and never unwrapped any of them, that would not be a very satisfying Christmas, would it?  Why?  Because gift giving has a purpose.  And that purpose is not realized if no one receives the gift.
How many of you children who are here like to opt out of Christmas?  December 25 comes around, and you see all the presents under the tree, and you think, “You know what?  I’m just not really into it this year.  I think I’ll just sit this one out.”  So while everyone else is opening presents, you just sit in your bedroom and do some homework or clean up your room or something.  Does anyone do that?
No.  You would have to be crazy to opt out of Christmas and decide not to be involved, right?  But the sad fact is, most of the people you know are doing exactly that.  Christmas is the celebration of the arrival of a Savior into the world.  So anyone who is not being saved by that Savior is missing Christmas.  They might be able to open some presents, but that is not what Christmas is.  Those presents just remind us of the greatest and most important present – salvation.  That is what Christmas is.  And most people are not going to get Christmas this year – or any year.
You see, the meaning of Christmas is not just verse 14.  It is verses 14 and 15.  The Christmas story does not end with God giving the greatest gift ever given.  The Christmas story is completed when we receive that gift.

15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in God.

The purpose of Christmas is realized when God gives His Son as a gift and you receive that gift by confessing Christ.  To confess Christ means to believe what He said, trust His Word, rely on Him alone to save you, and entrust your life into His hands.  And if you do that, you will be saved.  Reject His Words and you reject the Savior.  Refuse to entrust your life to Him and insist on being the boss of your own life – and you just refused the only Savior.  Prefer something in this world above Jesus, and you forfeit salvation.  Hang on to some treasured sin that you think you just can’t give up, and you forfeit eternal life.  But if you let go of this world and embrace Him in faith, you will be saved.  And only then do you experience Christmas.  The sending of a Savior into the world means nothing to you unless you are saved by that Savior.
I said a moment ago that gift giving has a purpose.  We give gifts as expressions of our love, right?  Isn’t that the point of a gift?  Gift giving achieves its purpose only when the person receiving the gift receives it as a gesture of love from the giver.
And that is true in a much greater way when we receive God’s gift, because not only is His giving the gift an act of love, but our very act of receiving it is another demonstration of God’s love for us.  God sent His Son to be the Savior for the world.  That shows God’s universal love.  And when you respond to Him in faith that shows His love for you as an individual, because the only way a person can respond in faith is if God has given you His Spirit.

2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God

13 We know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

If you believe the Gospel that proves you have been given the Holy Spirit because only the Spirit can incline your heart to accept the gospel.  You see, mankind’s problem is not just that we are all drowning and in need of a life raft - we also have the problem of hard hearts that refuse to get into the life raft that God has thrown to all of us.  So when God sacrifices His only Son to provide the life raft, and then He gives you His Holy Spirit to move your heart to want to get into the life raft, that is love upon love.  Sending His Son shows His love for the whole world, and you accepting salvation through faith shows His special love for you individually. 
That is why you need the whole Trinity to experience Christmas.  If the Father doesn’t send His Son as Savior, there is no possibility of Christmas.  If the Son doesn’t lay down His life for us so He can provide the way to the Father, there is no Christmas.  And if the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in your heart to produce faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, so that when you hear the gospel you love it, and when you see God’s commands you delight in them, then there is no Christmas for you.  The Father sends the Savior, the Son, Jesus Christ is the Savior, and the Holy Spirit opens your eyes and inclines your heart to be saved. 

Day 5 - Proof of Fellowship 
How do you know if your confession is true saving confession?

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has in us. John seems to be interchanging the Spirit and love.  We know we have mutual remaining with God because we have the Spirit and because we have love.  He has to do that because if he only talks about love we end up with the meaningless mush that dominates our culture when they talk about love.

The most natural translation is “in us” not “for us.”  What does it mean for God to have love in you?  It means the same thing as the “accomplished” love that we talked about last week.  God loves you, and He loves you in order to accomplish a purpose.  And the purpose He wants to achieve by loving you is for His love to spread to others through you – for you to love His people.
And what verse 16 is saying is that is where our confidence lies.  That is how you know your confession was genuine.  We know for sure that we have fellowship with God and are saved because we obey Him, and because His love flows through us to those around us who are hard to love.  When that is happening in your life you know you are saved because...

16 … God is love. Whoever remains in love remains in God, and God in him.

The true essence of God (that Aristotle and Plato and the Gnostics said was unknowable) is very much knowable.  The true essence of God is so characterized by love that if you have that love in you, you have God in you.
And so if you remain in love (that is, if you faithfully persevere – the promise does not apply if your supposed conversion only lasts a short time), if the continual exchange of love between you and God results in you having a special, Christ-like love for the people of God, that is proof of true fellowship with God.

17 In this way, love’s goal is accomplished in us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

You do not have to be afraid on Judgment Day because you are like Jesus.

We are like Him
Now, back in 3:2 he said we are not like Him, and we won’t be until the Second Coming when we see Him as He is.  So his point here is not that we are exactly like Him in every way.  But we can be like Him in our relationship to the Father.  Jesus had an ideal relationship with the Father because He perfectly followed the Father’s will.  And through Christ we can have that same kind of relationship to the Father.

John 15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.

What do you look toward for confidence on the Day of Judgment?  When someone asks you the question, “If you were to die right now do you know for sure you would go to heaven?” how do you answer?  If you found out that Judgment Day was today, and you were scheduled for 11:30, as you gathered up your stuff from the pew to get ready to go stand before the almighty Judge, would you be nervous?  And as you were standing in line and you heard one after another after another after another – lifelong Christian leaders, pastors, evangelists; and to one after another the great Judge says, “Depart from Me. I never knew you,” and you start wondering if He is going to say that to you – when doubts about your salvation sneak into your mind, where do you run for refuge?  Are you safe on that day because years ago you made a decision to invite Jesus into your heart?  Or you signed a card?  You raised your hand in an altar call?  Prayed the sinner’s prayer?  Got baptized?  Fell on your face in a flood of tears over your sin and invited Jesus into your heart?  None of that is evidence of anything.  As you stand there in line, those people who were told to depart into eternal torment in hell, as they are walking away will pass by you and say, “Whatever you do – don’t put any confidence in any of that.”  Those people will be saying, “Lord, Lord, did we not sign a card?  Did we not walk an aisle, pray a prayer, make a decision, go to church, get baptized, read our Bibles, lead people to faith in Christ?”  On their way down to hell they will say to you, “If that’s the stuff you’re counting on – don’t even bother.  It doesn’t fly.”
What does fly?  Accomplished love.

17 In this way, love’s goal is accomplished in us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

When His love achieves its goal in you, that removes fear of judgment.  No one is saved because of a decision alone.  No one is saved because of a prayer.  The proof of your salvation does not lie in the past – it lies in the present.  Whatever happened to you in the past, if it is not being lived out in your life in the present in Christ-likeness, did not save you.  But where there is a transformed life through an acceptance of and belief in the truth of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that transformed life casts out any fear of being condemned on Judgment Day.
Most people never know the beauty of Christmas because they have their eyes closed to the ugliness that necessitated Christmas.  God’s sending a Savior into the world means nothing if our greatest threat is some natural disaster.  But if we understand the unspeakable horror of Judgment Day and the wrath of God and the real trouble we were in, then the sending of a Savior is truly good news of great joy.
Those of you who are here this morning without certainty in your heart that you are saved, please talk to me or your small group leader about that before you leave.  And those who do have certainty – spend this Christmas season really celebrating Christmas.  Rejoice in a Father who sent His Son to save you.  Rejoice in a Savior who came to bring you to the Father.  And rejoice in a Holy Spirit who was given to you by the Father to enable you to believe.

