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That’s not Fair!
The Christian and Culture    Part 2
1 Peter 2:18-19      9-15-2012 & 9-16-2012

Summary: Slavery is not inherently sinful – the issue is treatment of the slaves, not the institution. Peter calls slaves and everyone else to submit and to endure (and respond in a godly way to) injustice. Do it by being conscious of God (the only motive that will be commendable to God). Do this because it is commendable before God – and because it causes men to honor God when they see that you do not need your square inch in this world to be happy.
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1 Peter 2:18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
Introduction: Injustice Hurts
They say the worst kind of physical pain there is is childbirth. I can accept that. But let me ask you this – what would you say is the most painful emotion? Would you agree that suffering injustice has to be way up near the top of the list? Getting blamed by everybody for something you didn’t do, and not being able to do anything about it – that is painful. I will never forget my very first major paper in college. It was a study of Psalm 119.  I worked on it every day for the whole semester. And the final product was something I was so proud of and so excited about, I could not wait to turn it in. I actually still refer to that paper even today. The professor gave me a D. He said there is no way I could have produced a study like that on my own and so it must have just been copied from some source, and since I did not cite the source, I got a D. But I didn’t use a source – it was all my own work. As I was walking back to my apartment after class I was thinking, “This is going to drive me crazy. I’ve got to get over this.” That was 27 years ago – and I am still not over it! Injustice is just one of the bitterest pills that there is to swallow. Something deep down inside us just reacts to it.
One thing nobody ever has to teach their kids is the phrase, “That’s not fair!” You never have to sit them down and say, “Now, when it seems like you deserve one thing and you get something worse, just say, ‘That’s not fair’.” Just like little baby chicks know how to fly just by instinct – human beings come out of the womb with the ability to react against injustice. 
Slavery
We have been studying verse-by-verse through 1 Peter and we come to a section starting here in verse 18 and continuing through the end of the chapter that is all about dealing with injustice. It starts out being addressed to slaves.
18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.
Learning how to handle unfair treatment is especially important for slaves, because they had no legal rights in that culture. So obviously there was a lot of mistreatment of slaves. So this was particularly pertinent for them. However, after mentioning the slaves in verse 18, in all the rest of this section Peter does not say anything else that is limited to slaves. From verse 19 on the instruction applies just as much to anyone – slave or free. And it is obvious that Peter means for these instructions about suffering injustice to apply to all Christians, slave or free, because most of the section focuses on Jesus’ suffering. And Jesus was not suffering at the hands of a slave owner. So this whole section applies to every believer.
Why Doesn’t the Bible Condemn Slavery? 
But before we dive in to what Peter is teaching us about how to handle unfairness and injustice, I should probably say a word about slavery. Because a lot of people ask, “Why doesn’t the Bible just come out and condemn slavery? Why regulate it? Why not call all slave owners to repent?” The answer to that is because the institution of slavery is not the problem. There is nothing inherently immoral in it. That is really hard for us to accept, because our conception of slavery is shaped by the slavery that existed in this country in the early 1800’s. Africans were kidnapped, brought here against their will, treated horribly, and forced into lifetime slavery. But it is important to understand that that kind of slavery is strongly condemned in the Bible. 
Exodus 21:16 Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death. 
The Old Testament penalties for kidnapping were much more severe than in the United States.
But what about harsh, inhumane treatment of slaves? That is forbidden too. Exodus 21:26 says that if a slave owner injures his slave, that slave goes free. And in Deuteronomy 23:15 it says that if a foreign runaway slave takes refuge with you, do not turn him over to his master. God even instituted periodic release for all the slaves. So harsh treatment of a slave was also strictly forbidden.
You cannot compare the slavery system back then to what happened in our country. In fact, have you ever noticed the command in 1 Corinthians 7:23?
1 Corinthians 7:23 …do not become slaves of men.
We are commanded not to become slaves. Think about that. What would they need a command in God’s Word telling them, “Look, you need to resist the temptation to become a slave”? Who is tempted to go out and become a slave? In that ancient system, many people voluntarily became slaves. Being a slave of an important person was a high position in some cases. And there were sometimes significant advantages to being a slave. It could be a good career. Slaves served as doctors, teachers, managers, musicians, artisans, and slaves could even own other slaves. NAC In the Roman Empire they were normally paid, and could eventually purchase their freedom. Most were free by age 30. Anchor, 515. Now, they also had the really horrible kind of slavery. And that kind of slavery was forbidden in Scripture because the issue in God’s heart is not slavery as an institution, but rather the way slaves are treated.
Because What Matters is Treatment, not the Institution 
But what about the mere fact of one human being owning another human being? Isn’t that inherently immoral regardless of treatment? Is it immoral for one person to have some kind of claim on another person that limits that other person’s freedom? No, that happens all the time. When you are on the clock at work, you cannot just do whatever you want. If you are drafted into the military, you have to do what they tell you and you can’t quit. Is that the same thing as slavery? No, but it is a difference only in degree, not kind. In both systems one human being has a claim on another human being – one is just more than the other. So the concept of someone having rights to someone else, or a claim on them, or authority over them, or the ability to limit that person’s freedom – all of that exists in various degrees in every kind of employment situation.
So how much of a claim is too much? It is arbitrary to say, “Well, the way we do it is fine, but anything beyond that is immoral.” The Bible does not regulate that, because the degree is not the issue. The issue is kindness and respect and honor. We think our system is so morally superior because we do not allow slavery. But we do allow an employer to treat employees with rudeness and condescension, anger, selfishness, insensitivity, harshness, and arrogance. All of that is perfectly legal in the United States. In the Bible, slavery is allowed but none of those things are permitted. We have no moral bragging rights whatsoever over the Bible. There is a lesson we can learn from the fact that the New Testament writers do not focus on abolition of slavery. It tells us that the way to change things is not mainly through political reform, but through individual transformation. Is it good to outlaw bad things? Of course. But far more important is applying the Word of God to the hearts of men to bring about moral transformation. There were all kinds of political and social evils in the first century, and yet how often do you see Bible writers calling the readers to take action to bring reform in those things? Change men’s hearts, and you change the institutions. Just change the institutions, and the evil hearts will just find another way to sin.
If the New Testament writers would have advocated revolt against Rome, or political protest over slavery, it would have done nothing for slaves, and would have only made Christians the enemies of Rome. There were 1.2 million slaves in Rome at the time – a quarter of the entire population. One writer said all the work in Rome was done by slaves. That was their system – no political protest could have had any impact on that. But what happened? The Roman Empire died out, and the Church went on to impact millions of hearts around the entire world. Slavery was abolished in England because of the influence of the Word of God on the hearts of men. I believe that is true of the Unites States’ slave trade as well. And who knows how many places slavery never even existed in the first place because of the Bible’s influence. But God is not satisfied with just getting rid of an inhumane institution like the form of slavery we had in the United States in the 1800’s. God calls not just for the abolition of slavery, but the abolition of cruelty. God calls for the abolition of injustice in every place, in every relationship, in every context. Slave owners are required to treat their slaves well. In this passage, however, Peter speaks not to slave owners, but to slaves, because he wants to talk about how to deal with unfairness and poor treatment. What should you do when you are treated unfairly – especially by someone you cannot escape from – someone who is over you?
How to Deal with Injustice
1. Submit 
18 Slaves, From WBC: “The other New Testament examples of the household duty code address Christian slaves as δοῦλοι (Col 3:22; Eph 6:5), but because Peter has just referred to all his readers as θεοῦ δοῦλοι (v 16), he switches to οἰκέται in order to focus on household servants as a particular social group (the same group, presumably, as the δουλοι of Colossians and Ephesians). New Testament and LXX usage suggests no discernible difference in meaning. Because Peter reserves the designation “Lord” (κύριος) for God or Christ (the only exception being 3:6, where his language is dictated by an Old Testament text), he chooses δεσπότης to refer to slave masters (cf. 1 Tim 6:1; Titus 2:9) instead of the κύριος of Colossians and Ephesians (where the same distinction is maintained by the phrase τοῖς κατὰ σάρκα κυτίοις in Eph 6:5 and the play on οἱ κύριοι and ὁ κύριος in Eph 6:9 and Col 4:1). For οἰκέτης and σεδπότης are natural opposites in Hellenistic literature.” submit yourselves to your masters with all fear 
Submit. Obey them, and show them honor and respect. Just like we saw last week with the government. If your boss or the company you work for has a policy, honor it. Do it when someone is looking and do it when no one is looking. Speak respectfully about him, and do all you can do to accomplish his will.
Even if they are Harsh
And that is the case even when the cub is acting like a jerk. The word translated harsh in verse 18 carries the idea not only of harshness, but also moral crookedness. The person over you is sinning against you. He is not just strict or hard – he is perpetrating evil against you.
Maybe a better translation for this Greek word in our day would be “abusive.” Whether it is physical abuse, verbal abuse, or emotional abuse – all of that is what this word is describing. When that cub is all puffed up, and he thinks he is practically a god, and he is abusing you, mistreating you, making life miserable for you – even then, you honor him or her.
So when you read Peter’s description of government, that they punish wrongdoers and commend those who do right – do not assume from that that Peter is naive about the reality of injustice. He understands that any time you are under authority, you are going to run into unfair treatment.
And the fact that Peter calls it unjust is a rebuke, by the way, to the Roman culture. If you think Peter’s reason for not condemning the institution of slavery was because he was afraid to go against popular beliefs, think again. To talk about slaves receiving unjust suffering was be a major jolt to that culture, because they did not believe it was possible for a slave to suffer unjustly. Aristotle taught that whatever treatment you give a slave IS justice. It is impossible to treat them unjustly, because they have no rights. They are like screwdrivers or wrenches – tools, not persons. So in that culture there was no such thing as unjust treatment of a slave. But Peter says, “Oh yes there is.” All you have to do to deserve justice is be a human being in the image of God. I do not care who the person is, and what rank or class they are – or how high up you are – cruel treatment of a human being is a violation of justice, period. So by using this phrase Peter is sending a message to slave owners – “You do not have the right to mistreat your slaves. If you do, make no mistake – you are perpetrating injustice.” Do not ever think your high position over someone entitles you to treat them poorly. That is never the case. So Peter sends that message to the slave owners, and to the slaves themselves he says, “Continue to be submissive and obedient to the authority over you, and then, bear up under the injustice.” That is the second instruction – bear up.
2. Bear up

19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.
That word pain refers to emotional pain – grief and sorrow and anxiety. And the idea of bearing up under that pain refers not just to experiencing the pain, but to enduring it patiently with a godly, respectful, non-retaliatory response. You suffer the grief of mistreatment, and you respond with humility, love, graciousness, forgiveness, and honor. You do not let the injustice push you into sin.
John MacArthur tells the story of a young soldier who was weak and not very good at soldiering. There was a certain sergeant who abused him greatly. He was unable to fulfill a particular performance in the training and when he would lie on the ground prone and unable to continue, the sergeant who had been so hard on him came up and with his boots pummeled his body, and kicked him. He was in so much pain he had to be carried back to his bunk. The next morning the sergeant woke up, reached down to put his boots on and found them shined to a glisten. When he asked who shined his boots, he was told it was the man he had kicked the night before. And he went to him and said, "How can you do that?" He replied, "Because Christ has given me a love for you." As a result that sergeant ended up becoming a Christian. Isn’t that what Jesus taught?
Matthew 5:38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. … 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  
This is as contrary as it can be to the sensibilities of our culture. The world’s attitude is, “If someone is abusing you, set up boundaries.” (And if you see human wisdom being sold in a Christian bookstore, and has Christian authors and Christian endorsements, do not be fooled into thinking that makes it Christian.) It is human wisdom that says, “The most important thing is to avoid emotional abuse, or injustice.” God’s Word says that if the suffering is unnecessary, fine – avoid it, but far more important than avoiding pain is kindness, humility, patience, forgiveness, ministry, and love. And if you respond that way to injustice, that is praiseworthy before God.
How?
So how do you do that? How could you ever get to the point where you would have that kind of response to injustice?
Through Consciousness of God
19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.
The way to have a Christ-like response to injustice is by having a conscious awareness of God’s sovereign control. This injustice that is happening to me – it is from the hand of God. When God allows one of His children to suffer injustice, He always does so for a good reason. God might be using it…
to test your faith
to strength your faith
to give you an opportunity to bring Him glory with a godly response 
to bring the person who is hurting you to shame, and repentance
to cause you trust God with your reputation
to humble you
to enable you to really love the attributes of God’s justice and vindication.
(If you have never received any great injustice or really been treated unfairly, you can never love God’s justice like a person who is being treated unjustly. Being treated that way makes you so hungry and thirsty for that attribute of God.) There are so many wonderful things God might be up to when He allows you to suffer injustice. And realizing that is the key to being able to respond the right way. The man or woman who is conscious of God has five thoughts about what God is up to for every one thought about the sinful person who is perpetrating this injustice.
David 
A great example of a man who was conscious of God while being mistreated was David. In 2 Samuel 16, David and his men were walking along minding their own business, not hurting anyone, and all of a sudden here comes this guy shouting all kinds of curses at King David.
2 Samuel 16:5 As King David approached Bahurim, a man from the same clan as Saul's family came out from there. His name was Shimei son of Gera, and he cursed as he came out. 6 He pelted David and all the king's officials with stones, though all the troops and the special guard were on David's right and left.  
David was walking along with his special guard and Abishai, his general. Cursing David when Abishai is there is a great way to commit suicide.
9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, "Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and cut off his head." 
If David would have given the nod, it would have just been moments later and Shimei’s head would have come rolling down the hill.
10 But the king said, "What do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the Lord said to him, 'Curse David,' who can ask, 'Why do you do this?'" 11 … Leave him alone; let him curse, for the Lord has told him to. 12 It may be that the Lord will see my distress and repay me with good for the cursing I am receiving today." 13 So David and his men continued along the road while Shimei was going along the hillside opposite him, cursing as he went and throwing stones at him and showering him with dirt.	
That is what it looks like to be conscious of God. Someone mocks you, lies about you, belittles you, mistreats you for no good reason, and your first thought is, “Evidently, God has decided that I need this right now. And I know someday God will make it right, because He is a God of justice, and I love that about Him. And I know if I endure this with humility and non-retaliation, God will reward me. And I know a righteous response will glorify God.
The only Commendable Motive
So consciousness of God is the key to being able to do this – and not only that, but it is the only motive that makes your calm response commendable before God.
19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.
It is only commendable if consciousness of God is your reason. I think that is what he is getting at with the phrase “with all fear” in verse 18 as well.
With all Fear
The NAS, NIV, and ESV all say “submit with all respect.” But the Christian Standard translates it literally:
18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all fear 
I believe he is talking about fear of God. The effect of παντί in the phrase ἐν παντὶ φόβῳ is to intensify rather than universalize the reverence of which Peter speaks, yielding the translation “with deep reverence” (cf. BGD, 631.1a, d). Although the word order could suggest that the reverence is directed toward slave masters (cf. διὰ τὸν δεσποτικὸν φόβον in Philo, Spec. Leg. 1.128), the clear distinction in 2:17 between reverence toward God and respect for the emperor demands that here too φόβιος means reverence toward God and not toward human masters. In the admonitions to slaves in the Pauline household duty codes, fear or reverence is directed either explicitly toward God or Christ (φοΒούνενοπι ψὸν κύριον, Col 3:22) or toward slave masters with the assumption that they somehow stand in Christ’s place (μετὰ φόβου καὶ τρόμου … ὠσς τῷ Χριστῷ, Eph 6:5); cf. Did. 4.11, where reverence is urged toward masters as God’s image or representative (ὡς τύπῳ θεοῦ). Peter makes no such assumption here; the mention of “deep reverence” is intended to motivate his readers in much the same way as διὰ τὸν κύριον in verse 13 or διὰ συνείδηδιν θεοῦ in verse 19. When you honor those who are in authority over you, that honor should come from your fear of God – not that authority. In the movie Lion King there is a scene where the hyenas all get the little lion cub cornered, and are about to kill him, and so the little cub tries to roar to scare them off. His little attempt at a roar turn out to be a joke, and yet, all of a sudden the hyenas all have looks of terror on their faces and cower backward in fear. It seems like they are afraid of the cub, but then the perspective pans back and you see that the cub’s father had showed up and was standing behind him. In that picture, think of the father lion as God, you are the hyena, and the cub is your boss or husband or teacher or whoever is in authority over you. You show all kinds of respect and honor, and it feels to them like it is for them, but in reality you are looking right past your husband or your boss to God.
And that is the only motive that will make this commendable. There are a lot of motives a person might have a calm, non-retaliatory response to injustice. Maybe it is out of weakness – you just are not in a position to be able to retaliate. Maybe it is to gain favor with the people watching, so others will take your side or feel sorry for you or be impressed with you. Maybe it is just out of a fear of conflict. You would rather be mistreated then have to deal with confrontation or relational conflict. Maybe it is out of fear that the person might do something worse to you. There are all kinds of possible reasons for a mild response. But Peter is very specific. The one that is so commendable that he talks about here is if your reason is consciousness of God.
Government 
Now, I would like to remind you again that this principle is not restricted to slaves. All of us suffer injustice, and these instructions apply no matter who perpetrates the injustice – including the government. Do governments ever treat people abusively or unjustly? Of course. It could be anything from a parking ticket you did not deserve or some unfair taxation all the way to being sentenced to death for a crime you did not commit. We do not retaliate.
What about if it is for the purpose of bringing about changes in the law or “social justice”? We do not do it. There were all kinds of terrible things sanctioned by the law in the Roman Empire, but the writers of Scripture never command that the people protest or revolt or picket or go on strike or take any direct action to change government policies. It never even tells people to get out and vote. It just says submit with all honor, even when you are treated unjustly. If a city abuses their zoning rules to discriminate against a church, it is fine, I think, for that church to take legal action and seek justice. That is what the legal system is for. But we must remain respectful in the process, and we must never step outside the bounds of the law.
So we need to endure unfair treatment by the government, but not just endure it. Most people endure it, just because they have no other choice. What Peter’s saying is we must endure it with a consciousness of God. We endure it because we are aware that God is right there. Lots of people get bad treatment from the government and do not protest or retaliate just because they can’t. That is not what Peter is talking about. He is talking about having a gracious response specifically because of an awareness of God.
Work
The same goes for work. When you are at work and some new policy is handed down, and it is the dumbest thing you have ever heard – what always happens? Griping, moaning, complaining, grumbling, mocking the management – people act as though everything their superiors do must be approved by them. A Christian should stand out like a sore thumb in a context like that. Ours should be a respectful, willing, humble compliance because of our awareness of God. We are not participating in strikes or sit-in’s or walk-out’s or sick-out’s or protests. Even if it is unjust behavior – Peter says even if it includes an unjust beating(!) – we endure it in a non-reactionary way. No complaining or griping or negative commentary on what is going on – just willing compliance with true respect. 
That will amaze people if you do it when there is an unpopular policy – it will really amaze them when there is an injustice. A bad policy is one thing, but what about when the person with less experience, less skill, and less seniority gets promoted ahead of you? Or when a person below your level is making a higher salary than you are? Or when you get blamed for something that was not your fault? Or when someone else gets credit for something you did? Or when you get fired for a bogus reason? What happens when there is injustice? You endure it calmly, patiently, submissively, respectfully because you are conscious of God – and that will get attention. People will know you are dramatically different from everybody else.
Family
These are all areas where we sometimes receive injustice. But there is one more area – the place of the most injustice of all – the family. Are there any kids here who have any older brothers or sisters? You know all about what it is like to have unfair things happen to you, don’t you? And I am sure this never happens to you, but those other kids – I bet they even get treatment from their parents that seems unfair.
And if you don’t have any kids – it’s just you and your spouse – probably nothing unfair goes on in your house, but that couple sitting next to you… No, being married means suffering unjustly routinely. The home is an injustice factory.
And you endure all that unfair treatment – why? Because your brother is bigger than you and there is nothing you can do about it? No. Just because you want peace in the home and you do not want to fight? No. You patiently endure it without getting back or taking revenge because you are thinking about God.
Revenge
This is the opposite of what our flesh wants to do. Our flesh is programmed for revenge. If someone hurts you, get him back. And eye for an eye. If someone makes you suffer when he has the upper hand, then when you get the upper hand over him, you make him suffer. And if you never get the upper hand, you just enjoy daydreaming about making him suffer what you suffered, so he knows what it feels like.
Have you ever stopped to think how frequently we are tempted with revenge? Every time someone yells at you, insults you, hurts you, cuts you off in traffic, makes you mad – and you have an impulse to raise your voice at them, or scowl or tailgate or make them uncomfortable in some way – that is temptation to take revenge. If they say, “I’m sorry,” and you stay mad for a few days or a few hours after that – that is revenge.
What is it in us that is so ravenous in its craving for revenge? Why is that such a powerful desire? What good does it do me if someone else suffers? That does not benefit me in the slightest way. In fact, it usually costs me something. But rarely do we gain anything from taking revenge. So why is the desire so powerful?
Someone might say, “It’s because of justice. We just have an inborn desire to see justice done.” That sounds reasonable at first, but it ends up being a little hard for me to swallow when I look at how I react when I am mistreated compared to when others are mistreated. If I am in Wal Mart and I see a couple ladies talking with each other and one of them is a little short or insensitive with the other, and it does not even faze me. But let my wife be short with me, and now justice has to be done! If it is just a pure desire for justice, why is it so different when it is me who is being hurt?
The desire for revenge might stem somehow from our basic desire for justice, in our fallen, sinful condition that desire is twisted beyond recognition. Because all vengeance does is destroy justice.
Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.
When we take revenge, we are failing to leave room for God’s wrath. And that spoils justice. Justice is spoiled any time the punishment is not exactly right. And we never get it exactly right. It does not teach what it is supposed to teach the person because coming from us it does not feel like justice. We do it too soon, or too late, too much, too little, too short, too long, wrong context, and all we do is choke out the benefits that come from God’s justice.
Why?
So Peter has told us what to do when we receive injustice – submit and endure with a godly response. That is the “what?” He told us how to pull that off – through conscious awareness of God. So we have the “what?” and the “how?” - now he is going to give us the “why?” Why should we do this? This is another one of those times when knowing the why will actually enable us to be able to do it.
So Peter gives us two reasons:
1. It is Commendable before God
First, because it is commendable before God. Peter says that twice.
19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20 … But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
The word commendable refers to that which is worthy of praise. It can even be translated “credit.” It is to your credit before God. It is kind of like the colloquialism “brownie points.” Brownie points with God. It is something God counts as a credit to you. It is something He especially loves. Why? Because it is the opposite of the prosperity gospel. The health, wealth, prosperity heresy points people to the stuff in this world and says, “That’s what you should be running after. Use God to get that.” The reason we preach so strongly against that heresy around here is because it points to this world as the great, satisfying treasure. But the only way a person can be saved is if he can be shaken out of the deception of thinking this world is the great treasure and realize Christ is the great, satisfying treasure. The only way a person can be saved is if he or she realizes that and prefers Christ above this world. And that is impossible if your eyes are glued to this world’s treasure. So all that prosperity gospel does is make it next to impossible for people to be saved, because it points their attention to money and cars and comfort and ease and all the rest.
So can you see why it is so pleasing to God when we can suffer injustice, and lose the joys and pleasures and treasures of this world, and still be just fine? What does that do? It announces to everyone, “This person’s treasure chest was untouched when he lost everything in this world.” It showcases the value of Jesus Christ. When I talk about the “stuff” of this world – I am not just talking about money and possessions. That is part of it, but also things like reputation, fame, popularity, friends, comfort, convenience, ease – all the things you lose when you suffer injustice. Every time you suffer any kind of injustice or unfairness – whatever it is you lost – that is part of the treasure of this world. And if non-believers lose that, they have lost everything. So when they suffer injustice, they freak out. But when they see us suffer injustice and lose those things and stay calm and remain joyful and happy and satisfied and content, the only explanation is we have a greater treasure. Lie about me, take away my good reputation, make me look like I am at fault when I am not – do all that to me and you still have not touched my treasure chest. Take away my money, my house, my job – you still have not touched it. Turn all my friends against me, my family – still, I am just as rich as ever. I have just as much access to happiness as ever. My treasure chest is the access that Christ has given me to the presence of God, and the only way to kill my joy is to take that away from me. And no enemy can do that.
2. It is Commendable before Men
So the first reason to do this is because it is commendable before God – it is a credit to you in His eyes. And then Peter gives us a second reason to respond this way to injustice. Look at verse 20.
20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for sinning and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
The word translated credit is a different word. This one refers to fame or renown. It is a reputation word. So the idea here is not commendability before God, but before men. If you suffer for doing wrong, and you have a godly response to that suffering, is God pleased? Of course He is. He is pleased when you have a godly response to anything. Aren’t you pleased if you spank your kids for doing something wrong, and they have a godly response to the spanking? Of course. So yes, God is pleased when you have a godly response to any kind of suffering, whether it be suffering you deserve or suffering you don’t deserve. But what Peter is saying here is that while God is pleased, the world is not going to be very impressed. If you do evil and then suffer for it, no one is going to think it is anything special even if you have a good response. That is not going to do anything to shut the mouths of the critics or increase the praise of God if you patiently endure some suffering that you fully deserve.
So if it is not going to cause the world to be impressed when you suffer for doing wrong and endure it – the converse is that if you suffer for doing right and have a godly response to that unjust suffering, that will have an impact on the watching world. And so verse 20 repeats the idea of verse 19 – it is especially commendable before God, but it also, by implication, shows us that another reason to respond this way is so the world will see that for some strange reason we do not need the things they think they have to have to be happy. The things you lose when you are treated unjustly – it is OK because we do not even need those things.
Your Square Inch
What is this life? I am a speck of dust on a speck of dust in the universe. Each one of us is born into an ocean of billions of people, and we occupy our little square inch on this planet, and on the timeline of human history, our lifespan is not even a point on the line. We are like a puff of steam that is gone in one second. And most human beings spend that entire span of their earthly existence kicking and scratching and clawing and fighting to maintain the borders of their little square inch. They do not want anyone to encroach on the boundaries of their little square inch of property, and their square inch of possessions, and their little square inch of respectability, and popularity and influence and all the rest. Why? Why spend yourself guarding all that? 
“Well, because I need it.”
For what?
“I need it to be happy during this brief couple seconds of my earthly existence.”
And the irony is 1) it does not even work. Those things do not even bring real happiness. And 2) you are powerless to protect the borders of your square inch anyway. All the scratching and clawing does not even work, and you end up losing things anyway.
That is the world’s existence, and in the middle of that we stand out like a sore thumb. Everyone around us is freaking out whenever someone encroaches on their square inch, but when we have our square inch taken away unjustly, nothing happens to our joy. We remain calm. Why? Because our Father promised us that once the puff of steam clears, we will get a square mile. Our eyes have been opened. We can see the lifespan of this world for what it is – a puff of steam. And we can see all the treasures and delights of this world for what they are – a square inch. And compared to our inheritance, that square inch is nothing. It is not even worth batting an eyelash over.
Are you getting unfair treatment? Don’t get angry. Don’t get agitated and irritated and worked up and upset. Don’t get even. Don’t wallow in self-pity or harbor resentment or storm out of the room. Don’t complain and gossip and grumble. Don’t become disobedient and rebellious. Just let every instance of unfair treatment remind you to become more conscious of God. Press your face up against the glass of eternity and look again the inheritance that He has promised. Let go of your square inch and focus on your square mile. God will see that and honor you. And men will see it and glorify God.


Benediction: Isaiah 30:18 Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!
1:25 Questions
Are you experiencing any injustice right now? What ungodly response is most tempting for you?
The solution to that is consciousness of God right at the moment that you receive the injustice. Can you think of something you could do to make that happen? Get ideas from the group.

