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Summary: The early church was careful about discerning if epistles were authentic, and Paul put a big priority on communication about ministry. The best things to pray for someone are for peace (well-being), greater understanding and experience of God’s love and faithfulness and more grace. Those things belong especially to those who love God with undying love.
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21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. 23 Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
How to Receive a Saint
Description of Tychicus
 21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord
There are a lot of important jobs in the Kingdom of God, one of which is the position of first century mailman. That’s what Tychicus was. He’s the one who delivered Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 2 Timothy & Titus (and probably the lost letter to the Laodiceans). 
But he wasn’t just a mailman. The reason Paul selected him to send those letters was because he was such a faithful servant. When Paul wanted Titus to come to him, that was a problem, because Titus was doing a very important work at Crete. He was appointing elders and leading the churches at Crete. So Paul sent Tychicus to take over his whole job for him so Titus could come see Paul. (Tit. 3:12) 
And the indications are that it was the same with Timothy. (2 Tim. 4:12) When Paul sent for Timothy to come to him, Tychicus was sent to relieve him. 
Tychicus was with Paul in Troas, where Paul raised Eutychus from the dead. He was part of the group that carried that big financial gift down to Jerusalem with Paul. He was there on the beach when Paul gave his big farewell to the elders at Ephesus. No wonder Paul considered him to be such a valuable, faithful servant in the Lord. 

Mission of Tychicus
 And so Paul says… 
Tychicus…will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you.
 At first this passage doesn’t seem to have a lot of practical application for our day, and so I was tempted to breeze over it. But then I got to wondering — if it’s so unimportant, why is it included in the Bible? 
The reason it’s included as part of the epistle is because it’s important for Paul to take the time to commend Tychicus to the Ephesians to ensure that he would be well-received. Paul never wanted his emissaries to have to spend time trying to prove they really were sent from Paul himself. So he would commend the bearer of the letter. “But how would the people know that the guy didn’t add that part himself?” Or for that matter — how did they know for sure Paul even wrote it? 
That was a real concern for Paul, and so his custom was to follow the normal practice of dictating his epistles to a trained writer. But then at the very end Paul would take the pen in his own hand and write the last paragraph with his own handwriting, so the people could see it was really from him. That functioned like a signature. 
1 Corinthians 16:21 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 
Colossians 4:18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 
Philemon 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. 
2 Thessalonians 3:17 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is how I write.
 Evidently Paul had very distinctive handwriting. For one thing, he wrote with large characters. 
Galatians 6:11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! It’s been suggested that maybe Paul meant long epistles, not large characters, since the Greek word here could mean either. But when Paul refers to epistles he generally uses the word “epistle” not “letter.” So most scholars agree he’s referring here to the font size. 
The Early Church Knew Who Wrote the Epistles
It’s kind of comforting to know this, because it reminds us of how careful the early church was about authenticating communications from the Apostles. That’s especially comforting in our day, when people are suddenly questioning the authenticity of New Testament documents. Books like The DaVinci Code are painting a picture that makes it sound like the Roman Catholic Church, hundreds of years after the fact, arbitrarily picked out which books they wanted to make up the Bible. 
That’s not accurate history. It was known in the first century, which books were communications from the apostles, and they were accepted as Scripture then. And the reason later books were not accepted is because once the apostles died, the church wasn’t willing to add anything to the gospel the apostles had delivered. 
So Paul grabs the pen from the scribe, and with his own distinctive handwriting writes to commend Tychicus to the Ephesians so there will be no question about how he should be received. So we can take comfort in knowing that the early church was careful about discerning who wrote what. 
Communication 
And besides just being comforted by the process, there is another point of application for us. The fact that Paul is constantly sending people like Tychicus to the churches shows his commitment to the importance of communication. 
He re-emphasizes in v.22 that the reason he sent Tychicus was to encourage them with news about Paul’s ministry. He wants them to know (and the Holy Spirit wants us to know), that it wasn’t just that Tychicus had to carry the letter, and so as long as he’s going he might as well give an update. No, he was going for the express purpose of giving the update about Paul. 
And that is significant for people who are in ministry — especially in the mission field, when we consider how much effort to put into communication with the rest of the Body. Sometimes missionaries, when they have to decide between working at winning souls for Christ — or sitting down and writing their newsletter — agonize over the decision. The newsletter seems so unimportant compared to the work itself. And yet, if you look at the resources and man hours Paul used up just on communication, sending his best men on long journeys just to deliver news. You can see that communication is very important. 
And I think it’s important on the small scale too. It was suggested to me just a couple weeks ago that we should probably do a better job as a church communicating to each other all the ministries we are involved in. And I agree. That’s one reason I’m so pleased the McWilliams’ were willing to share with us about their recent missions trip. There is great value to the Body as a whole knowing as much as possible about what all is going on in ministry. 
And beyond just missions — if you have a ministry at work or in your neighborhood or whatever it is you’re doing — if it’s an important enough ministry for you to be doing, surely it’s important enough for us to be praying for God to bless it. So why not come on Sunday night prayer meetings, and let us all know how we can pray for your ministry? 
So from the commendation of Tychicus, we are reminded of the fact that the readers of these letters had means of verifying the author. We also learn about the importance of communication about ministry in the Body. 
In the last two verses Paul closes out the letter with a benediction. From these verses we learn how to wish someone well. 
How to Wish Someone Well
23 Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
 After 71 sermons on the book of Ephesians, I get to the last two verses — a short little closing benediction — and you would think the task of preaching this book is pretty much done. Most people close out a letter by just saying, “Sincerely, Paul.” 
But not Paul. In the last two verses he brings up peace, love, faith, grace and perseverance (and a little theology proper and Christology thrown in for good measure). Paul was so theological in his thinking, he can’t even say “goodbye” without covering a half dozen chapters of a theology book. 
I thought it would be good to close out our study of this book by giving a summary of the book of Ephesians. And in some ways that’s exactly what Paul does in these last two verses. He mentions faith, love, and grace. He has used those three terms a combined total of 30 times in this little book. 
So at first glance, you might be tempted to think that’s what this book is about — faith, love, and grace. And as I first began to study I was mostly focused on those terms. But the more I looked at this verse, the more I realized those aren’t the main point. 
The main point is in the other phrase: 
from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ
 Those terms – referring to either the Father or to Jesus, appear a combined total of not 30 times, but 134 times in Ephesians. Peace 3 times
Faith 8
Love 10
Grace 12
God or Father 42
Lord or Jesus or Christ 92 134 times in 155 verses.
Ephesians is a book about God — particularly the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith, love, and grace are important themes, but only as they relate to Jesus Christ. 
When Paul wished someone well, he didn’t just pat them on the back and say, “Good luck!” When Paul wishes someone well, he really wishes them well. And in doing so gives us a grand lesson in the doctrine of God. 
Peace
 23 Peace to the brothers
 He starts out and wishes peace for them. (And really it’s more than just a wish or a desire — it’s a prayer.) The idea is, “May peace be granted to you from God.” 
In the context of a benediction, the term “peace” has the flavor of the Hebrew greeting: SHALOM. The idea is of total well-being. If you have SHALOM, all is well with you. Everything that is most important is going well with you. Your needs are met, your desires are fulfilled and your life is richly blessed by God. 
Times of SHALOM are times when what you desire and what God decides you need, match up. Those two don’t always match. Sometimes I desire fun, and God decides that when I need suffering. Sometimes I desire clear direction on a decision. But God decides what I need at that time is not to have a real easy decision, but to have to agonize over it in prayer. 
When you wish SHALOM upon someone, you’re saying, “May God grant you the desires of your heart.” It’s a blessed thing to get to the point where your desires are so good that God can grant those desires without messing up His perfect plan for you. 
This kind of peace is something that can only come from God. No human being, no matter how rich, powerful, influential or intellectual, has the ability to attain SHALOM for his life. That’s why rich, powerful, intellectual people are often miserable and many of them have committed suicide. 
Eccl 5:19-20 when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work — this is a gift of God. 20 He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart.
 It is somewhat within your power to acquire wealth. But it is completely outside of your power to be able to enjoy that wealth and to have peace and well-being in life. SHALOM is when your desires and God’s blessings match up — and only God can bring that to be. 
 Love
 The second thing Paul desires for us is love. It may be that he has in mind our love for God and others, but I think more likely, in the context of a benediction, he’s talking about God’s love for us. He says that he wishes all these things for us 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
So I take this in the same way as 2 Co.13:14 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
 The idea isn’t of virtues that we exhibit, but rather virtues God exhibits toward us. Paul has made it very clear in this book that it is his deep desire that we have an ever-greater experience of God’s love in our lives. He’s not asking that God would love us. He’s already established that God loves us far more than we could ever even begin to understand. He just wants us to gain greater inner strength so that we might be able to begin to grasp the infinite dimensions of God’s love for us (3:18). 	 
Why is it so important that we understand how much God loves us and that we experience that love? 
Eph 3:17-19 And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
 God is glorified when we are filled up to the brim with all the blessings He offers. And so He wants us to be filled with His fullness. But the prerequisite for that is understanding and experiencing His love. So if you ever do anything that helps a person take another step toward greater understanding of God’s love for them, you have not only done that person a huge favor, but you have set in motion the accomplishment of some of God’s great purposes. 
So if you want to wish someone well, pray for SHALOM — so that person’s desires and God’s plan can match up… And pray for them to have a greater understanding of God’s immense love. 
Faithfulness
 The rest of this phrase in v.23 is a little unusual. He prays that we might have 
love with faith.
Again, it’s possible that could be a reference to our faith in God, but since everything else in the context speaks of God’s attributes rather than things we do. I think Paul is probably using the term in the sense of faithfulness, referring to God’s faithfulness. Normally the adjective would be used to describe “faithfulness” rather than the noun  (which is what is in v.23),  however it is possible for the noun to be used as an adjective (Ro.1:3, hlm 1:5)., This phrase “with faith” (meta pistis) appears only here and in 1 Tim. 1:14, where it also appears in a list of things that describe God — The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faithfulness and love that are in Christ Jesus. So he’s asking that we would experience God’s love along with His faithfulness.
For some reason, God’s faithfulness is an attribute that doesn’t get as much press as some of the others. In the theology books, the chapter title is usually “The Immutability of God” (which is not a biblical phrase) rather than “The Faithfulness of God” (which is a biblical phrase). I suppose there may be a good reason for that, but I have no idea what it might be. 
We understand that His essential nature doesn’t change, and His character doesn’t change. So He is immutable in that sense. But the great emphasis in Scripture is not that God never changes, but on the fact that God is always faithful. I counted over 80 times in Scripture that God is called faithful. And there are many more times His trustworthiness is described using other terms. If God repeats something twice, it’s really important. If He repeats it over 80 times, it’s extremely important. 
And when I began studying this, for some reason I was assuming the faithfulness of God was a doctrine that was mostly emphasized in the OT. In fact, I was a little reluctant about taking this word to refer to God’s faithfulness for that reason. But what I found was that, chapter for chapter, God’s faithfulness is mentioned just as often in the NT as in the OT. 
Definition:
 The most basic definition of faithfulness is trustworthiness. When Scripture says God is faithful, it means He is utterly and completely reliable and worthy of trust. He can always be counted on to do exactly what is best to do at every moment in every circumstance. 
The Value of Faithfulness as Seen in the Creation
And that is a wonderful attribute. God created this world in such a way that our very existence is totally dependent upon the faithfulness of God that is reflected in the creation. Can you imagine if some days gravity was half strength and other days double strength? If either one of those happened we would all die. 
The temperature of the sun would change dramatically, which wouldn’t matter, because we would either be pulled right into the center of it, or drop out of orbit altogether. Can you imagine if what we call the laws of physics were not faithful (reliable)? Some days two hydrogens and an oxygen made water. Other days it made fire. Can you imagine if suddenly metal no longer conducted electricity, but plastic did? Or an object at rest didn’t tend to stay at rest? Or if actions stopped having reactions? God has made us completely dependent upon the reliability of the creation for our survival. And it’s a good bet that He did that so we could understand what a wonderful thing reliability (faithfulness) is. 
When you hear me substitute the word “faithfulness” for the reliability of the natural laws, it sounds kind of strange. That’s because while the creation can be considered reliable, it’s not really faithful. Objects are not faithful. But the reliability of the creation is faithfulness — not the faithfulness of the creation, but the faithfulness of God. The reliability of the natural laws is just an expression of the faithfulness and trustworthiness of God. And they remind us how dependent we are upon God’s faithfulness. 
Makes Scripture Come Alive
 This doctrine will make the Bible come alive to you like no other. When we open the pages of Scripture, we are transported to a very strange, very foreign world. It’s a primitive world that is nothing like the world we live in. People speak differently, act differently, have different customs. We see people like David and Goliath, Samson, Moses, Adam, Job — none of whom really remind you much of your next door neighbor or your boss at work. And so when we see God do amazing things in that far-off world, to us it seems like fiction. We might as well be watching a movie about things that happened “a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away…” 
It’s the doctrine of the faithfulness of God that makes Scripture come alive, because it makes us realize that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob… that God who kept saying, “Let there be” in Genesis chapter one…that God who sent the plagues and parted the sea….the God who delivered David from the lion, the bear, Goliath and Saul…the God who took on human flesh and walked on water, stilled the storms and raised the dead…that’s the exact same God you spoke to this morning right after you woke up! The one who is called the Ancient of Days and who sits on that great throne in heaven…the one who made all the eternal decrees before the foundation of the earth. He’s the same exact person in whose hands rests your job situation, your marriage situation, the situation with your family, your health, your future…the one who chose the elect before He created the world is the same one who is making all the decisions about what’s going to happen in your life now. 
And the fantastic news is: He hasn’t changed a bit! Right now He’s exactly the way He used to be then. 
Heb 13:7-8 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
 So God is faithful. But the question is, why does Paul pray for this for us? If God is faithful then He’s faithful, right? Is there a risk that God will be unfaithful if Paul doesn’t pray this? Is there ever a time when God doesn’t show Himself faithful to someone? 
The answer to the first question is no, and the answer to the second question is yes. No, God is never unfaithful. 
2 Timothy 2:13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful
But the answer to the second question is yes. There are times when God does not show Himself faithful to someone. Twice in Scripture it says 
To the faithful you show yourself faithful
 (2 Sam. 22:26, Psalms 18:25) 
If He shows Himself faithful to everyone, that’s meaningless. So God is absolutely faithful in His character all the time. But that attribute is like His love — not all people experience it to the same degree. God doesn’t allow all people to benefit from His faithfulness to the same extent. 
As we traverse through this life, the ground is very unstable. There is a lot of quicksand. There are many times when you put your foot on what looks like the most solid rock there could be. And it gives way beneath you and you co crashing into the abyss. For people in the world there is no guarantee that any given place they set their foot will be trustworthy and will be able to bear their weight. 
How many times does a guy leave one job and take another one for the sake of job security. And then he ends up losing that new job in a matter of months? 
A woman marries a man who seems like the most godly spiritual leader imaginable, and he ends up denying the faith. You sink all your money in a rock-solid investment, and you lose everything. 
This life is one experience after another of putting your weight on a foothold and having it give way sending you into a tailspin. And there is only one way out of that. There is only one way you can ever set your foot down and know for sure it will hold. And that is if this prayer of Paul’s is answered in your life. When you set your foot down somewhere, and it turns out to be solid ground, God is not only faithful, but He is showing Himself to you as faithful. 
So if you ever want to really wish someone well — pray that they would experience God’s faithfulness in their lives. 
2 Samuel 2:6 May the LORD now show you kindness and faithfulness 
2 Samuel 15:20 May kindness and faithfulness be with you.
 And there are two parts to that. One is just that God would open your eyes to understand how faithful He is. And the other is that He would actually allow you to experience more of His faithfulness. 
With regard to the first one, there is great value in learning more about how faithful God is. There are some areas of our Christian walk where that knowledge is vital. For example, in temptation. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
 Why the line about “God is faithful?” The faithfulness and reliability and trustworthiness of God is a particularly important doctrine for us to remember when it comes to temptation. Because when the tests get hard, we are so prone to think He is testing us beyond our ability. 
People are always saying, “I can’t…” followed by something God requires of us.  “I know God requires that I stay with my husband and be a godly wife, but I just can’t do it.” “I can’t stop this sin.” “I can’t handle this problem at work.” 
There is never a time when we need to be reminded of God’s faithfulness more than when we are facing temptation or a big trial. Another time it’s especially important it when we sin. 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 Again, you could take out the part about God being faithful, and the verse would make the point just fine. But He puts that in there because He knows we need to understand God’s faithfulness after we have sinned against Him. When you have committed some grievous sin, sometimes it seems next to impossible to believe you are really forgiven. And it’s at a time like that when you need desperately to understand God’s faithfulness to His promises. 
So a lot of it comes from just understanding God’s faithfulness more. But another part of it comes from actually experiencing and benefiting from more of His faithfulness. So as you walk through life the places you set your foot end up being solid ground. 
Sometimes what God knows is solid ground seems to us like quicksand, because we can’t see everything He can see. So just because your job falls through or your marriage falls apart doesn’t necessarily mean you aren’t experiencing God’s faithfulness in that area. His faithfulness means He will uphold what’s important to be upheld. 
So if you really want to wish someone well, or if you ever find that you don’t know how to pray for someone, pray for SHALOM so that person’s desires and God’s plan can match up. And pray for them to have a greater understanding of God’s immense love. And pray that they would have a greater understanding of God’s faithfulness, and that He would grant them a greater experience of it in their lives. And that brings us to v.24. 
24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
Grace
 Paul begins and ends this letter with the same word. The very first word he said to us after the address in v.1 was “Grace to you…” And now he closes the letter with the same prayer. 
For Paul the word “grace” sums up just about everything. The very first word out of his mouth is that he wishes us to experience God’s grace. And the last word out of his mouth is the same thing. There is no greater wish of blessing he could give. Nothing could ever happen to you that would be more beneficial and more wonderful than to receive grace from God. In fact, nothing could happen to you that would be beneficial or wonderful at all apart from receiving grace from God. 
The word “grace” simply means “kindness, favor, goodwill.” You could have everything in the world, and if you don’t have favor from God you have nothing. 
Take the most wonderful reality there is, and extract from that the favor of God, and what you are left with is hell. Anything that isn’t eternal, infinite torment in hell comes from God’s special favor. 
Now, we have already received massive doses of God’s grace. He has showered us with grace from the moment we were conceived. But we have not received all the grace that there is to receive. It is by grace that you have been saved, but in being saved you did not receive all the grace there is. And so Paul prays that we would receive still more grace. 
Why does Paul desire this? Two reasons. The most obvious is it’s because he loves us so deeply. Paul just really, really loved us. And so he really wants us to receive the most wonderful thing imaginable. 
And if you want to take a lesson from that, learn a lesson about how to love. Do you want to express your love toward someone? Or do you want to love someone better — someone you’ve done a poor job loving? Are you trying to think of the perfect gift? What do you give the person who seems to have everything? I’ve got just the thing. If you really want to wish the best for someone, do what Paul did, pray for God to bestow His grace upon them. That’s a prayer God will answer. 
And if you want to give the best gift you can, put that person in the position to receive more grace from God. “How do I do that?” How is God’s grace dispensed? Where could I take someone to put him in front of an open spigot that’s pouring out God’s grace? According to 1 Peter 4:10, every spiritual gift is a conduit of God’s grace. And each Christian is to be a good steward of the grace of God that is dispensed through his gift. The way to gain access to the grace of God is through the ministry of the spiritual gifts of believers. In other words: fellowship. So we gain access to more of God’s grace through prayer and through fellowship. 
Another way is found in Heb.13. 
Heb 13:9-10 It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.
 The imagery of coming and eating at the altar is a picture of worship. True worship is not carried out through animal sacrifices and ceremonial foods. Rather it comes by approaching God through Christ, our High Priest. And when you do that — when you offer true worship through Christ — verse nine says what happens is your heart is 
strengthened by grace.
 So you can get grace by prayer, by fellowship, by worship — and one more way I found… 
Acts 20:32 Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
 The phrase word of his grace means either “the Word about His grace” or “the Word, from which grace comes.” Either way Scripture is the means of attaining God’s grace. 
So that’s why Paul was so intent on always pressing us about Scripture, prayer, fellowship and worship. He did that because he knew those are the means of attaining God’s grace. And nothing better could happen for us than to get that. And Paul wants that, because he loved us so much. He deeply loved the Church and wanted the best for us. 
That’s one reason. Another reason Paul wants us to receive grace from God is to bring glory to God. Notice, he does not wish God’s grace upon all people in the same way. His whole life was devoted to bringing the grace of God to unbelievers. But even more than that, what he prays for here is for greater grace from God to be shown to believers. And the way he describes believers is instructive. 
24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
 Since the Lord Jesus Christ is so worthy of honor and so infinitely deserving of love and adoration, it glorifies Him when He is loved. And it dishonors Him when He is not loved. It is fitting when He is loved, and it is disgraceful when He is not. And it’s so fitting that He be loved, that it’s fitting that those who love Him would receive grace from Him. And so for God’s own glory Paul wants those of us who love Him to receive greater favor from Him. 
Undying Love
 Love for the Lord Jesus Christ is the definition of a Christian. So Paul ends the letter with a stress on their personal commitment to Christ. We should never get so caught up in the doctrines of election and predestination — or the doctrinal details of soteriology (the doctrine of salvation) — that we forget that it’s all about a personal, love relationship with Jesus Christ. If someone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, that person is lost. No matter what he claims to believe, no matter what his life looks like, if there is no love for God, there is no salvation. 
1 Co 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord—a curse be on him. Come, O Lord!
 Just as it’s fitting and glorifying to God that those who love Christ receive grace, it’s just as fitting and glorifying to God that those who do not love Him be cursed. Every Christian loves Jesus Christ. And no non-Christian loves Jesus Christ. A lot of non-Christians are very pro-Jesus. But they don’t know Him, and they don’t love Him. 
And there are genuinely saved Christians who question their salvation because they don’t feel much in the way of emotion toward the Lord. And their experience of loving Him doesn’t feel like they think it should. But Scripture is very clear that the essence of having a saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is love. And if you want to know what it means to love God… 
1 John 5:3 This is love for God: to obey his commands.
 Loving God means taking such delight in Him that you are responsive to Him. Loving God means valuing Him so supremely that you treasure His will. What He wants, you want. And so when He reveals His will in the form of a command or any other way, it’s the desire of your heart to conform to that. 
You are not saved by obeying God. If you try to be saved by obeying God you will go to hell. Trying to be saved through obedience to God’s law is a terrible blaspheme and a serious sin. The only way to be saved is by grace alone through faith alone. 
However, wherever there is true faith, true love for the Lord Jesus Christ is awakened in the heart. So every genuine believer loves the Lord. 
And so Paul pronounces the blessing not just on those who love the Lord, but specifically on those who love Him in an undying way. That means a love that endures to the end. A love that doesn’t fade away when persecution comes, or trials, or testing or depression or boredom, etc. An undying love is a love that perseveres all the way to the end. 
It’s ironic that Paul says this to the church in Ephesus. He didn’t say it in his letters to any of the other churches — just Ephesus. Maybe he said that because he saw how tremendously strong that particular church’s love for Christ was. They had great love for Christ, but as a church they didn’t have undying love. 
Thirty five years later they got another letter — this one from Jesus Himself. A copy of that letter is recorded in Rev. 2. And Jesus rebukes them for forsaking their former love. They declined and slid backward from their past level of love and obedience. They were no longer doing the things they did at first. 
How to Have an Undying Love for Christ
 When people talk about the church in Ephesus, they always say, “That was a church that worked hard, and was strong in every area but one — they lost their first love.” And that’s true in Rev. 2. But think about it — if Jesus’ whole complaint against them was simply that they lost what they used to have — that means they used to have it. So in Paul’s day, they were probably quite an amazing church. Not only did they work hard and do all the things well that Christ commended them for in Rev. 2. But they also had profound love for Christ, and they were doing “the things they did at first,” and they were still up at that height from which they later fell. They seemed to have everything — including a profound love for Jesus Christ. 
But that wasn’t enough. Paul calls for a blessing on all those who love with an undying love. “How can I have that?” “I love the Lord. What can I do to see to it that it’s an undying love — that I never lose my first love?” In this section Peter is talking about suffering grief in all kinds of trials in life. 
1 Peter 1:7-9 These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
 The key to perseverance is faith. Peter says something about us here that he couldn’t say for himself. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him
 That wasn’t true of Peter. He definitely loved Jesus, but he had also seen Jesus. And so it’s almost like Peter is marveling here at you — you who have never seen Jesus and yet you love Him so much you would give Him your very life. 
How can that happen? It can only happen one way: through faith. If you can’t operate by sight, the only other way is by faith. And that’s exactly what Peter is discussing in the context — this faith that, unlike gold, doesn’t perish. 
And the reason it doesn’t perish and ends up resulting in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus comes is because it is strengthened and refined when we suffer grief in all kinds of trials. If you want to have undying love, that will only come through persevering faith. 
Summary of Ephesians
 So here’s the message of Ephesians: God had a perfect plan throughout eternity past to display His wisdom. This wonderful plan, which was to be carried out in Christ, was hidden up until Jesus came, but now it’s revealed in the gospel. 
God the Father, who controls all things, is working everything in conformity to the purpose of His will with respect to this plan. The result of the plan will be that His incredible wisdom will be clearly displayed before the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. God will do this by bringing about something much more difficult than world peace — and that is, cosmic peace. Not only peace between Jews and Gentiles, but between man and God. 
And this will all be done through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross – our only role is faith. So in response to this magnificent plan, we should do two things: 
1) Bless God! Praise Him with all our might 
2) Live in a manner worthy of what He has called us to in this plan. And that’s spelled out in the second half of the book. 
The church is to function with each member carrying out his task, which will result in the church attaining unity and being filled with all the fullness of God. We are to strip off the old way of living, and displace those sins with Christlikeness — our new nature. We are to walk in love, walk in the light and walk in wisdom. And we are to turn over our lives totally to the influence of the Holy Spirit, which will result in joy, singing, thanksgiving, and submission to authorities (wives to husbands, children to parents and slaves to masters). And those in authority will be loving and gentle. 
And one reason we are given all this information is because we are under attack from cosmic forces of evil. And the only armor that can protect us is all these blessings of the gospel. And so we need to put on the benefits of our salvation like armor, and pray like mad. 

Benediction: 2 Thess 3:4-5 We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

 
Review question: What are some of the best things you can pray for someone according to this text? 
The best things to pray for someone are for peace (well-being), greater understanding and experience of God’s love and faithfulness and more grace. 

Discussion Question:  Which of these would you most like prayed for you at this time? Why?

