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The Spiritual Armor pt.5   
“The Readiness of the Gospel of Peace”
Eph.6:15    

Summary: Be particularly prepared with respect to the Gospel, because it’s the focus of Satanic attack. Be strong in your understanding and articulation of it, and be committed to the it’s purpose (peace with God and one another).

Review: Truth & Righteousness 
The first piece of armor is the belt of truth.
Stand firm then, having gird yourself with the belt of truth.
It’s the starting point of protecting ourselves against Satan’s main weapon – error and lies. You put on the belt of truth by becoming transparent and honest, by learning the truth of Scripture, and by accepting, embracing and loving that truth. 
The next piece of armor is righteousness. Stand firm then…having put on the breastplate of righteousness. Put on goodness as measured by the character and desires of God, and that will protect you against future sin and it will protect the Church. 
Next come the shoes.
Stand firm then…15 having fitted your feet with the readiness Here he doesn’t even mention the piece of armor, which would be shoes, or boots. They are just implied. Instead of saying “Put on the shoes of readiness,” he just says “put on readiness.” Maybe because he already has enough genitives, and it would be too many to say “the shoes OF the readiness OF the Gospel OF peace.” of the gospel of peace.

That’s kind of an ironic instrument of warfare isn’t it? Peace? First let’s talk about what the Gospel of peace is. Then we will talk about what the readiness of the Gospel of peace is and then we can think through how it functions as a piece of armor.

I. God’s Purpose: Peace
The Gospel of Peace
The first part of this sermon is going to be a little on the technical side. I don’t know if you’ll find it interesting or not, but if you hang in there to the end, I promise you it will pay off. We are going to learn something about spiritual warfare this morning that is a critical part of our warfare. And there is a good chance this aspect of spiritual warfare, as fundamental as it is, will be new to many of you. So hang with me for a few minutes while I lay the foundation. We found that Paul is taking the major themes he has developed through the book, and applying them here at the end of the book to spiritual warfare.  And so let’s look back at Ephesians to pin down what Paul has in mind with this phrase “the gospel of peace.” 
	The word “gospel” means “proclamation of good news.” And so in the NT the Gospel is the good news about Jesus Christ and all the ramifications of what He accomplished on the cross, and what He taught as explained and developed by the Apostles. Sometimes the term is used in a narrow way to refer specifically to the information about being converted – how to go from being lost to saved. Other times it has its more broad sense of referring to the entire Christian faith. 2 Tim 1:8 join with me in suffering for the gospel 
Phil 1:27 conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel … contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 
Phil 1:12 what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel 
1 Cor 9:23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
In passages like that, it’s basically a synonym for the entire Christian faith. But we don’t want to make too big a distinction, because really all there is to the Christian faith is the good news about what Jesus did on the cross, and the ramifications of that. The first time we see the word used in Ephesians it has the more narrow sense.

Eph 1:13 you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.

We were excluded from Christ and alienated and estranged from His blessings. But when the Gospel came to us, those of us who responded in faith were gloriously saved. And that salvation is described in amazing detail in chapter 1 and the first 10 vv. of ch.2.  This Gospel brought peace. And starting in v.11 of ch.2 Paul explains what he means by “peace.”  The reason we were excluded and separated from the blessings of God was because we were estranged and alienated from the people of God. It was through the Jews that God offered His blessings and salvation to humanity. And so to be estranged from His people is to be estranged from God Himself.

Eph 2:11-22 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 
You didn’t have peace with God, and you were alienated from God’s people.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household
	If you were here when we studied ch.2 you understand that this is one of those grand, sweeping themes in Scripture. The peace God created in the Church is a central part of His master plan for all things.
Eph 3:4-8 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
	That passage is a great summary of what Paul means by “the gospel of peace.” The Gospel of peace is the message about the work of Christ that united Jews and Gentiles, and brought peace where there was hostility. That’s probably the most basic message of the book of Ephesians.  Before the Gospel came to us, there was hostility between us and God, and between us and each other. And the purpose of the Gospel was to remedy that problem. That’s why it’s the Gospel of peace.
	At the very beginning God created everything and it was very good, and that lasted until Gn.3. And at that point the creation rebelled against the Creator. Adam & Eve (along with Satan) decided to bring sin and evil into existence.  And with sin and evil came judgment and the curse. Now man is estranged from God. God is infinitely holy; too pure to look upon sin. And man is desperately wicked to the core. So God puts into place a plan to redeem man. He calls out a special people to be His own, through whom He will bring salvation to the world – the Jews. And so God can be approached only through them.  But instead of the Jews becoming a highway for the world to get to God, there develops a deep division between Jew and Gentile. And so now not only is everyone estranged from God, but Gentiles are estranged from the chosen people of God – the avenue of blessing and salvation. But God had a plan – a plan that would bring an end to the hostility between Jew and Gentile, and an end to our estrangement from Him. And this plan would be so glorious, it would be the centerpiece of the display of God’s wisdom before the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. God would bring peace. Not only will the estrangement and bitterness and hatred be gone, but there will be the deepest kind of love and unity known in the human realm between Jew & Gentile and men and God. God would have a Father/son relationship with men, and Jews and Gentiles would love each other more than brothers and sisters. God would put together a group of people who had such profound unity, that there would be no human explanation. And that would be the thing that God would put on display before the authorities and rulers in the heavenly realms to show them the vastness of His wisdom. That’s the very next thing Paul says in ch.3.
Eph 3:7-11 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
	So after centuries of preparation, the fullness of time came. The time had come to set this incredible plan of bringing peace into motion. And God came into this world as a man – Jesus Christ. He lived a sinless life, and then died on the cross to pay for our sin. At that point He destroyed the dividing wall of hostility between Jew and Gentile, and He reconciled all who would believe to God, by paying our penalty. And so now in the Church there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile. Everyone has equal status, and believers live together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
	And, in the words of Paul in Ro.5:1 since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
	While we were yet His enemies, He reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and now we have peace with Him. So given all that information, Paul goes on in ch.4 to exhort us to guard that unity of the Spirit. That’s why it’s so important that we not have strife and fighting and broken relationships in the Church. The whole point of the Gospel – the whole point of Jesus’ work on the cross and God’s eternal plan was to bring peace. And so now that He has worked this amazing peace, we are to guard it with all we’ve got. Unity in the Church isn’t just something that’s nice to cut down on infighting and make us a little more effective as an organization. Unity in the Church is the whole point of the existence of the Church. That’s what the Gospel is all about – peace with God and within the Church. So that’s the Gospel of peace. It’s all about peace, and it causes peace. And it turns out this Gospel is a piece of armor for us.
II. Our Protection: Preparation
God’s purpose in the Gospel was to produce peace. Now let’s look at our protection that comes from this piece of armor. If we follow the strict meaning of the grammar, the piece of armor here is not technically the Gospel or peace. It is readiness. (A better translation would be “preparation”).

Literally it’s “Stand firm…Having fitted your feet with the preparation of the Gospel of peace.”

In English the word “of” can by used a lot of different ways. In Greek it can be used even more ways than in English. In this case the two most likely possibilities are that it’s either talking about the preparation that comes from the Gospel – so the Gospel prepares you… This would be a genitive of means or a subjective genitive Or it’s talking about being prepared with reference specifically to the Gospel. Genitive of reference After a great amount of study and meditation and prayer, I finally concluded that it’s best here to take it as a Genitive of reference. I don’t think the point is so much that we are commanded to allow the Gospel to prepare us for the battle. Rather, I think what he’s saying here is “Make sure you are prepared for battle – particularly when it comes to knowing, guarding and living out the Gospel of peace.”
Preparation
The verb form of this word is very common in the NT, and it just means to prepare something. It’s used of preparing a meal, preparing a room, preparing a place for us in heaven. And in the context of war, it means to get things ready so they will be useful in the battle.
Acts 23:23 Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, "Get ready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight.
It means to get them prepared to be able to do this mission.
Rev.9:7  The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. 
So we are to fit our feet with readiness for battle. This entire passage is telling us to get ready for combat – by putting on all the armor. But when it comes to this piece of armor, the idea of being prepared is repeated for special emphasis. 
The boot of a Roman soldier had hobnails in the sole that functioned like cleats. That would enable the soldier to stand his ground in combat, without being pushed back. In hand to hand combat, keeping your footing is critical. If the enemy is able to get you off your feet and onto the ground, you’re done. If you couldn’t fight him on your feet, you’re really not going to be able to handle him while lying on your back. And so if you go down, it’s probably a matter of seconds before you’re dead. And the same goes for being pushed back. Once the enemy is able to get enough advantage to start you moving backward, it’s next to impossible at that point to reverse that. And what this passage is saying is that when it comes to the Gospel, we are to be prepared for battle so we will not be pushed back, but will be able to stand our ground, and not surrender an inch with regard to the Gospel. So God’s purpose is peace. And our protection against the enemy in this area is preparation. Now let’s take a look at what it is we are preparing ourselves to fight against.

III. Satan’s Procedure: Persistence
Losing ground with the Gospel
Church history has been a chronicle of one story after another of the Church being pushed back because of not being prepared with regard to the Gospel. The Gospel is our command and control.  If Satan knocks that out, he’s won. And that’s been his target right from the word go. In the book of Acts Satan tried to put a stop to the Gospel with persecution. When that didn’t work, he tried to pervert the Gospel by introducing false gospels. Gospels that sounded just like the true one, but that were off just enough to make the worthless for saving someone. Before the NT was even written there were already heresies in the church. In fact that’s what occasioned much of the writing of the NT – the Apostles responding to false teaching and perversions of the Gospel. And those weren’t just honest mistakes.  Paul called them doctrines of demons (1 Tim.4:1). They were the strategies of Satan and his ranking generals and strategists.  The entire book of Galatians was written because those churches were following a different Gospel with a different Jesus. (Gal.1:6) In 2 Cor.11:4 Paul indicates that the Corinthian church was influenced by a different gospel. The Church in Colossea was obviously influenced by some heresy.  The churches in Rev.2,3 were ravaged by false teaching. And Satan has never let up since. Starting immediately after the writing of the NT, the Church had to fight off fatal perversions of the Gospel one right after another.
There was Gnosticism, then Arianism, Apollinarianism, Palagianism, Eutychianism…Under Nero Satan stepped up persecution again to try to stop the Gospel. When that didn’t work, he developed a more effective strategy.  He inspired Constantine to make Christianity a state religion. That was one of the most devastating blows the Church has ever received.  That was a masterful strategy on Satan’s part, because the only way to make Christianity a matter of law is by taking the focus off the Gospel completely. You can force conversions externally, but you can’t to anything to coerce the heart. And it’s only in the heart where a person can have true faith. That strategy did great harm to the Kingdom of God (from a temporal perspective), but the weakness in Satan’s strategies in those early centuries was the fact that the true Gospel kept being preached, so the errors were corrected. 
	Then came his most devastating strategy of all. The Roman Catholic Church not only developed a false gospel of rituals and meritorious works.  They took the Bibles out of people’s hands, and urged people not to read their Bibles. That kept the masses of people in the dark regarding the Gospel for centuries. And the Church was plunged into the dark ages. All that changed when the reformers came and put the Scriptures back into people’s hands. Then the Gospel was restored. 
	But the Satanic attacks on the Gospel didn’t stop. Next came liberalism – a direct attack on the Gospel. This time they let the people have Scripture, but they fooled people into thinking you could interpret it any way you want. They said, “Don’t worry about what it was originally intended to mean.” “Just interpret it to mean whatever you want it to mean.” “If you’re embarrassed, in an age of scientific enlightenment, about believing the Jonah could live three days in a fish, or in a worldwide flood, or that God raised Jesus from the dead… Then just interpret those things as allegories.” Most of the mainline denominations bought into this, and as a result, for the most part, in most mainline churches today you will never hear the Gospel. You will hear a lot of Bible verses being read, and a lot of the pastor’s clever human wisdom, and a lot of moral lessons, but you won’t hear the Gospel.
	Then Satan’s next major strategy was to push the Church into an overreaction against liberalism. In some quarters there was an overreaction into extreme fundamentalism, that, in some cases, was nothing but legalism. Now instead of just denying the Gospel, they pervert the Gospel by turning it into a bunch of rules about drinking and smoking and dancing, rather than faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And all the while this is going on, Satan is attacking on numerous other fronts as well. He brought bitter persecution from the Communists and now the Muslims.  He made inroads with secularism, modernism, evolutionism, scientism, hedonism, humanism, etc.  
	Next came an especially clever strategy. And this is the attack that the Church today is just reeling from. Instead of attacking the Gospel directly, Satan decided to go after our discernment. He actually convinced most of our generation that discernment is a bad thing.
If you are a discerning person, and you make distinctions between truth and error, good preaching and bad preaching, good churches and bad churches, good books and bad books, the true Gospel and false gospels. Most people will regard you as a negative person (even in the Church). There is so much error and bad teaching gushing from every quarter that if you just point out 10% of it, you will be seen as divisive and judgmental.  The church in our day has almost completely lost its will to discern. It’s not so much that there is some specific false gospel that Satan is trying to convince us is correct. Rather, he’s got us convinced not to worry about correct or incorrect. Worrying about correct or incorrect is just being argumentative and negative and divisive. Thinking that you are correct and someone else is incorrect is arrogant and judgmental. Criticizing another denomination or church or preacher or author or doctrine or idea is seen as being divisive.  So you go to a Bible study, and someone says, “I think this verse means this.” And everyone says, “Oh, that’s wonderful.” Then someone else says, “To me it’s saying this.” And it’s the exact opposite of what the first person said, and everyone say, “Oh, that’s wonderful too.” And no one seems to care that if one of those interpretations is true, the other one has to be false. And false or incorrect interpretations of passages of Scripture are satanic attacks on the eternal purposes of God for the Church. In the early Church, when someone started to propagate a heresy about the nature of God or the Gospel, they would have a counsel to determine if it was a heresy. And if it was, they would denounce that person as a heretic. Now we get people like Robert Scheuller, who teaches a completely different gospel than the one in Scripture (He teaches salvation through self-esteem. Or John Hagee, who teaches two different gospels – one for Jews and a different one for Gentiles. Or Tony Evens, who teaches you can be saved without even hearing the Gospel at all in some cases. Or people propagating all kinds of other heresies (like T.D. Jakes, or Kenneth Copland, or Benny Hinn, or Joyce Meyer, or even John Eldridge or Philip Yancey, with their open theism). And those people’s books become best sellers in Christian bookstores. Many teachers and preachers today have decided that discernment and a careful explanation of the Gospel is so difficult, that they just eliminate all the hard parts of the Gospel. The enemy is not easily sidetracked. He knows the Gospel is the issue, and that’s where he focuses his attacks.
	I think one area where Satan is making a lot of progress against the Gospel is in the seeker-friendly movement. There are a lot of very good intentions behind the seeker-friendly movement. They just wanted to present the Gospel in a way that makes sense to our culture. And they want to attract as many people as possible to Christ. And those are wonderful motives. The problem is, the more you make it your goal to make the masses comfortable, the more the Gospel ends up being watered-down.  That’s never their intention at the beginning, but from my observation that’s always what ends up happening. And sooner or later the Church will see that, and move away from the seeker approach. But by then the enemy will have made insightful analyses of our new points of vulnerability and another attack on the Gospel will come. That’s the way it’s going to be until the day Satan is bound in Rev.20. And if we’re going to avoid getting shoved around in this area, we are going to have to put on some cleats on our feet.
	Keep in mind, grammatically, the command governing each one of these pieces of armor is the command to stand firm. And the most important part of you, when it comes to standing firm, is your feet. It’s crucial that the Church be rock solid in her understanding and articulation of the Gospel.  We need to understand and make clear to the world what kind of God we believe in. According to the Gospel, the living God, the one and only true God, is: Personal, Self-existent (eternal & independent), The Creator, All-Powerful and active in human affairs, All-knowing, Perfect in every way   We need to understand and clearly articulate to the world that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and proved Himself to be the self-existent Creator God of the OT. Beyond that He claimed: to do miracles (Jn.10:25,26), to be the Messiah (Mt.16:17, 26:64), to be without sin (Jn.8:29), to be pre-existent before His birth (Jn.8:58), to be from heaven (Jn.3:17, 8:21-26), to be God’s unique Son (Jn.8:29), to be the sacrifice for our sins (Jn.3:13-17), to be returning to save His people and judge the world (Rev.22:20). And if someone wants to be a Christian, he can’t reject any of that. And not only do you have to believe in the true God, you have to approach Him in the right way. That means you have to understand that you are sinful & unable to save yourself  (1Jn 1:8-10, Mt.5:20). Secondly, you must approach God on His terms (by faith alone) (Ro.4:5, Gal.4:8-11) And you must have the kind of faith that responds in the way described in Scripture. That means if you believe that Christ is Lord, you will regard Him as your Lord.  (Ro.10:9) If you believe God’s is telling the truth when He says His way is best, you will turn your back on your own way, and follow His way. That’s called repentance. (Ac 26:20, 1 Pe.3:10,11) If a person won’t repent of his sin, he proves he doesn’t really have faith. If you have genuine faith, you will worship God.  (Jn.4:24) True faith will always result in love for God and for people. (1Jn 4:8, 1Co 16:22, 1Jn 3:14). A person who does not love God and love his neighbor does not have true faith. If you have genuine faith, you will not love the world, but will be willing to turn away from it.  (1Jn 2:15, Jas.4:4, Eph.5:8-9, 1Pe 2:9, 1Jn 2:9, Ac 14:15). That means you must be willing to give up everything – including your family, and even your life if you want to be a Christian. (Lk.14:26,27) Genuine faith is always marked by humility. (Mt.18:1, Lk.18:9-14)
	That is a very abbreviated summary of the essentials of the Gospel. But there are a lot of controversial points in the Gospel. It’s offensive to most people.  The world regards it as foolishness, and if we proclaim it, they will regard us as fools. And so the offensive or controversial parts just seem to get clipped off. Repentance is too hard and too controversial, so we just won’t say anything about that when we present the Gospel. And we won’t say anything about total surrender of your life, or giving up your life of sin. We won’t get into God’s wrath or judgment or hell, because we don’t want people to have questions about God’s love. And we don’t want to get into trying to explain redemption or justification or imputation – that will probably just be over people’s heads. And so all we are left with is just telling people, “Invite Jesus into your heart” and that’s supposed to be the whole gospel. People are giving invitations and altar calls to a crowd that doesn’t even know anything about the God they are supposedly giving their lives to. They haven’t been confronted about their sin, they haven’t been given a clear explanation of what faith is, they haven’t been told the part about giving up everything to Christ. And so they walk down the isle, thinking they are becoming Christians, when in reality they haven’t even heard the Gospel. And they leave no more Christian than when they came. Many Christians pass up opportunity after opportunity to share their faith with coworkers or neighbors just because they don’t even know if they can articulate the Gospel. Isn’t that amazing? I’m going to base my eternal destiny on something, and I’m not even going to look into enough to where I could explain it to someone else? We are in a battle on wet, slippery ground and many people in the Church are wearing slick bottom shoes, and are getting pushed all over the place. We need to dig in.
Peace
And it’s not just the facts of the Gospel that Satan is trying to confuse. It’s the purpose of the Gospel – which is peace. It’s important that we notice Paul didn’t just say the preparation regarding the Gospel. It’s the preparation specifically regarding the Gospel of peace. That’s why so many of his efforts center on creating strife within the Church. When he’s not working on perverting the Gospel, he’s working on destroying our peace. Because if the greatness of the wisdom of God is riding on the peace he created in the Church. Obviously Satan is going to do all he can to attack that peace. He will try to attack your peace with God and your peace with the rest of us. And he will do it by creating confusion about the Gospel of peace. The Gospel of peace teaches us how to live at peace with each other and with God. 
	If Satan can confuse us on the various doctrines regarding how we are to live, he can thwart the purposes of God in the Gospel. For example, if he can prevent people from understanding what the Bible says about how to overcome an anger problem, so we are just seeking human solutions to our anger. Then he can keep all kinds of strife going in the Church. If Satan can confuse us about what gossip really is, he can get us to tear each other down instead of building one another up. If Satan can prevent us from learning how to develop a heart of compassion toward one another, he can make us harsh, and we will inflict even more pain on those who are suffering. If Satan can con people into believing that Jesus’ teaching doesn’t apply to this age (through people like Bob George) then he can keep us from learning how Jesus wanted us to live. If Satan can keep us from learning the basics about subduing the flesh, he can get us to live selfishly. Which will result in strife and disunity in the Church. If he can keep us from understanding the principles of the Christian home in passages like Eph.5 and 1 Pe.3. He can generate huge amounts of strife there… So that our families look just like the world’s families. And the great wisdom of God in producing such peace is obscured. Can you see why it’s so important to Satan that we not learn doctrine? Pretty much every doctrine in Scripture ends up contributing in one way or another toward our peace with God and peace with one another. And you put all those doctrines together and you have the Gospel. And so Satan is doing all he can do to get pastors to say things like I heard a pastor in our area say a while back. He said, “I think the worst thing we could do would be to get into doctrine.” I don’t even know what that means. Just the idea that we shouldn’t study doctrine is itself a doctrine.  Everyone believes doctrine.  And everyone who is teaching is teaching doctrine. The only question is, is it false doctrine or true doctrine? Is it human wisdom or is it God’s Word?
How to put on the shoes
So the way to put on the belt is to learn truth, and to become honest and transparent with one another. The way to put on the breastplate is to live lives that match our positional righteousness. And the way to put on the shoes is to study and put into practice the Gospel of peace. We need to be rock solid on the essentials of the Gospel. We need to understand what sets Christianity apart from all human religion. We need to be able to explain to someone clearly and in detail how to become a Christian. And the difference between someone who thinks he’s saved just because he comes to church, reads his Bible, prays and lives a moral life and someone who is genuinely saved. And beyond that, we need to strive to learn as much doctrine as we possibly can particularly in the area of applied theology. We need to learn how to live out the doctrines of the Gospel, so there will be peace in the Church. How do you put on the Gospel of peace?  Reconcile with that person who is on your nerves, and who you’ve been at odds with. Learn how to live with your wife in peace. Train yourself never to gossip, or to cause division in the body.
Conclusion
I pointed out at the beginning that this is an ironic peace of armor.  We are to use peace to win this war. How do you win a war with peace? Does that mean become a pacifist?  And just let Satan wail away at you without doing anything to defend yourself? No. It’s not talking about peace with Satan. It’s peace with God and with the people of God. Everyone has peace with someone. You can be at peace with Satan, but that means enmity with God. Or you can be at peace with God, but I promise you, if you are at peace with God you will not be at peace with Satan. If you have peace with God, the last thing you will have is a tranquil life. Peace is not the same thing as ease or tranquility. Peace with God means a raging, bitter, fierce war with Satan. When I step back and look at my life, and I see how half-baked my passion for the things of God sometimes is. I wonder – what would happen if there were some serious persecution? Given the assaults on the Gospel that we not only permit, but finance with our own discretionary spending in the bookstores. Is there anything we would die for? Martin Luther, quaking and trembling in fear (fear not only of being put in prison or put to death, but the even greater fear of opposing the entire church – what if he was wrong?) Standing there at the Diet of Worms, gathered his courage together and gave his answer to the authorities who were demanding that he recant. And in his fear and intimidation he squeaked out an answer that was so soft they couldn’t even hear what he said. So they told him to speak up. So in the loudest voice he could muster he said, “Here I stand…God help me.” What was it that he was so passionate about – so committed to – that he could rise above his paralyzing fear and oppose the authorities of Rome and lay his life on the line? It was the doctrine of justification by faith alone. The reformers’ spilled their blood over that doctrine. And now many evangelicals are wanting to unite with Roman Catholicism and give back all the ground those men died to take. Or they are just wanting to forget about discerning the Gospel period. Some eras in Church history have been marked by devastating blows in Satan’s war against the Gospel. (For example, the dark ages) The time of the Reformation is known even by the world as the time of a strong, clear proclamation of the Gospel. Let’s make our era one of those times. If not our era, let’s make our church a powerful defender of the Gospel of peace. Let’s make this time a miserable failure for the evil one. Let’s stand firm.

Benediction: Ro.15:5,6  May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Review questions
	What is the piece of armor in v.15? 

Preparation
What does “of the Gospel” mean?
Preparation with regard to the Gospel (we need to be especially prepared with respect to the Gospel, because that’s the focus of Satan’s attack)
What is the significance of “of peace”?
The purpose of the Gospel was to bring peace to the Church (peace with God and with one another).
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