Four Essentials of a Healthy Church Pt.11 7/27/2003


REVIEW:
Worship is recognizing God’s…
Attributes  (something that is true of God)
Works  give glory…
Exaltation  Recognizing God’s exalted status. ...honor
…and thanks

They lay their crowns before the throne… (Will not sacrifice that which cost me nothing)

The worship of the sinful woman in Lk.7:36-50.
We don’t know what her sinful background was, but it doesn’t matter, because whatever she had been, she was no longer.   

She tracked Him down. 
37…learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house 
That’s the worst possible place, but she can’t wait until after the dinner.  
   
So to the shock of everyone, here she arrives.  She is deaf to the gasps and the haughty, disapproving, condescending, condemning looks and whispers.  All she sees is the One who made her heart pure.

She approaches Him with this perfume – costly. Her plan was to break the alabaster and anoint Jesus head in an act of love and gratitude.

38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping,
A little awkward in the Greek -  She gets up to His feet, Jesus is facing the other way, and she hesitates.  She was just going to walk right up and do it, but when she gets close, and sees Him, and hears His voice again – all that had gone on in her heart came rushing to the front of her thinking.  She is stopped in her tracks and overwhelmed with emotion.

I don’t know if it was the crushing sense of guilt as she was reminded of the sermon and how vile her life had been, how with impunity she had sinned against God for so long, or maybe they were tears of joy, as she felt emotionally the reality of forgiveness all over again.

Whichever, the emotions suddenly well up in her heart and she can’t go on – her eyes become a fountain of tears.

38 …she began to wet his feet with her tears.
wet (KJV wash) the normal word for rain.  She rained tears down, and they landed on His feet.  Not like tears landing on your feet – they would have been covered with dust.

This was not part of the plan.  She has just interrupted the meal, she was going to anoint his head, she may have told herself before coming in, “OK, I’m not going to cry.”  But now she burst into uncontrolled tears, and they have dropped on His feet.  She immediately wants to wipe them off, doesn’t have a towel, and so she does something unheard of.  She lets her hair down in public.  

This would be considered a tremendous humiliation.  
1 Co.11:15 – The glory of a woman is her hair.  She took the crowning glory of her life and used it as a rag to wipe dirt of the Master’s feet.  Our highest and best belongs at Jesus’ feet.

38 …Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
the word for “kiss” is  fi,lhma,.  The word here is katafi,lhma,
Repeated, fervent kissing.  She probably had many emotions, but the greatest was love.  She is so overcome with love, she forgets all the people and what it looks like, 

and she finds herself at the Master’s feet and realizes that is the appropriate place for her. 

38…and poured perfume on them.
The normal thing would be the head.  She decides she is not even worthy to anoint His head, so she pours it on His feet instead.  Attending to the feet was considered a very menial, humiliating thing.
(But the most menial service to the King of Kings is the highest honor)

This is one of the most beautiful pictures of worship in Sc. Later, in Jn.12, Mary did that same thing.  She used a pint of pure nard – v.5 – worth a year’s wage.
We know very little of kind of “reckless” giving to God (we tend to give according to need).

Is there anything too precious to you to dump out on the ground in front of Jesus’ feet?

That passage goes on to teach that this kind of worship comes out of a sense of gratitude, which comes from a heightened awareness of sin.

If you want to love God more, you need to develop a greater understanding of just how much you have been forgiven.
THE REASON WE WORSHIP
(HE IS WORTHY)
Rev  4:10,11  They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, for you created all things,  and by your will they were created and have their being." (my favorite chorus)
8:45
11"You are worthy, 
This is the reason we worship.  God is worthy of it.  

We would like it if we always felt like worshipping.  But we have to be honest.  Sometimes we don’t.  I felt convicted by that passage where the priests said, “What a burden.”  I’ve felt that.  (when I see several more songs in the bulletin).  I’m just like anyone else.  There are times when my flesh is tired of seeking God.

But as the song says, “My flesh is tired of seeking God, but on my knees I’ll stay.”  Why?  Why not just call it quits?  If I’m not getting anything out of it anyway, why bother?  Because He is worthy.

In “A Few Good Men”  Jack Nickleson plays are very arrogant, proud Marine colonel who is on trial.  The young officer who is the prosecutor says something to him without saying sir, and he turns to the judge and says, “I would like to be addressed as Colonel or Sir, I believe I have earned it.”  The judge orders that the prosecutor do so.  The Colonel goes to sit down and mutters under his breath “I don’t know what kind of operation you’re running here.”  The judge hears it and says, “You will address the court “his honor.”  I’m quite sure I’ve earned it.”

Both were wrong.  They thought people should address them with respect because they had earned it.  They thought they were worthy.  The truth is, the honor that belongs to a judge on the bench is an honor that is granted to him by the govt. (you don’t have to call him “his honor” any other time).
12:22
But no one granted God any honor.  He is utterly deserving of it.  You should worship God, because He is worthy of it.  He deserves it.  He has it coming.  Honor belongs to Him – to fail to give it to Him is like stealing.

You should worship God even if you don’t feel like it, because He is worthy.

You should worship God even if He gives you a miserable life of pain and suffering, because He is worthy.

You should worship God even if you are tired and weak and don’t feel good, because He is worthy. 

You should worship God even if you don’t love Him and don’t know Him, because He is worthy.

our Lord and God, 
to receive
This does not mean to get something He didn’t have.  It means to receive recognition.

the glory (credit for what He has done) and the honor (assigned proper status) and the power (recognition of His power), 

Why?   Because of the creation.
for you created all things 
13:42
If God created everything, then it is fitting that the creation should acknowledge that He has done so, to honor Him, and to recognize Him for His power.

Those who want to deny God the glory due Him will give it to the creation instead.  They say, “we studied the rocks, and here is what we figured out: after not existing for all of eternity, the creation finally got tired of not existing and said, “I think I’ll pop into existence.”

And so the evolutionists bow down to the rocks and give the creation the credit for creating itself.

But the Christian looks around, sees what has been created, and says, “It’s obvious that Whoever made all this is powerful, infinite and sovereign, and that He is Almighty God, and that I belong to Him.  He made me, so He owns me.  And He made this world, so He makes the rules – therefore I must submit to Him.”
And He is worthy of our worship.

That concludes the awesome throne room scene of ch.4.  That’s how glorious it has always been.  That’s the same scene Ezekial and Isaiah saw.  And that’s our model for worship.
15:11
But now in ch.5 something new happens that actually increases the intensity of the worship, if you can imagine.

THE SCROLL
 Rev  5:1-6:1
1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 

This scroll symbolizes the culmination of all of redemptive history.  The breaking of the seals brings the final judgment and then the elimination of evil, it ushers in the Millennial Kingdom, it brings an end to the curse and brings forth a new heavens and the earth.  It’s nothing less than paradise regained. 
16:11
THE SHOUT
 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice,

All angels are relatively mighty.  The weakest angel has power beyond anything we could dream of having.  But this one is especially mighty.
Secondly, he is “proclaiming.”  That word refers to a loud shout.
Then it says he is doing that in a loud voice.  What do you get when you add loud plus loud?

Why?   Because what he is about to say will be pointless unless every creature in the universe hears it.  He has to be heard above all the thunder and action around the throne, he has to be heard in every remote corner of the creation.

"Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" 

At this point comes the most dramatic pause ever. 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 

For thousands of years the creation has been groaning under the crushing weight of the curse.  Ever since Adam and Eve, the entire Cosmos has been being eaten away from the inside by the cancer of sin & death.

Ro. – God gave the creation over to frustration and futility.  For millennia after millennia for all of creation it has been like being trapped in and endless maze.  Inside the maze is suffering, death, heartbreak, confusion, difficulty, tragedy, and futility. 

And finally, after all that time and countless tears, just at the point when the creation seemingly can’t take it for another moment, we come to a door – a way out!  It’s a door to paradise.  It’s a door through which everything that is wrong will be set right.
19:11
And all of creation stops, and sees the door, a loud cheer goes up.  And someone says, “Who’s got the key?”  
 
And that question is followed by a devestating silence.  No one speaks.  

Do you see the horror of that scene?  Don’t press this into some over-literalizing beyond what is intended.  I believe this was not intended to be imagined, but to be interpreted.  God wants us to appreciate the predicament.    

THE SILENCE

3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 
Do you see why it had to be loud?  
If he whispered this, and no one stepped forward, that could mean there is someone out there – but he just didn’t hear.  But everyone hears, and still no one comes.

In the illustration of the maze, when no one appears to have the key, the one who is there who has the loudest voice is selected to shout, “Does anyone have the key?”  He has to shout it so loud that his voice echoes throughout the universe, because if there is some being in some distant cave sleeping somewhere light-years away, and he is the one with the key, he has to hear.

So this mighty angel is selected.  And he lets loose.  Every being in existence hears.  Every being that has ever existed.

And  what follows is a chilling, devastating silence.
21:02
3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 

The creation does not have the power to affect its own destiny.  It can’t bring itself out of the maze.  It can’t regain paradise.  (Visualize peace?  New Age Quantum leap?  Forget it.) 

THE SORROW

(I believe John here represents the creation)  
 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 

No one can bring the end about.  In fact, no one can even discover what is in store (can’t even peek through the keyhole to the other side).
 No one can do it, because  (1)  no one has the power or authority, and 
 (2) no one has the the right (no one was worthy).

So John weeps. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! His tears turn out to be as out of place as Mary’s when she found the empty tomb.

THE SOLUTION
22:50
5 See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." 

Someone has the key – the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  He won it.  He gained it through triumph (Lion represents royalty here – the King of the kingly tribe).

So now John turns to see the Lion.  Lions are terrifying enough on earth.  What would this lion be like – in this place where even the rims of wheels are frightening? 

In v.6 he looks – no lion.

6 Then I saw a Lamb
The least threatening animal there is.  (no one is intimidated by a lamb).

6 looking as if it had been slain
Jesus stills has the wounds.  John sees mortal wounds, yet…

standing in the center of the throne  (!)

This is the exalted Christ.  But why appear this way?  That’s fine for Passover, but here?  Now?  In a context of judgment?  Why appear as a Lamb?  Why are the wounds made visible? 

There was an old decorated war hero from WW1 who was going to attend a special award ceremony in his honor.  He didn’t wear a tux or suit.  He wore his WW1 uniform with the medals displayed on it.  He were the garb that he had on when he achieved the victories back in WW1.

Why a lamb?  I believe Jesus is wearing His old WW1 uniform - garb He wore when He literally won the world.  He appears as He was when He gained the victory – the key – the right to unseal this scroll, the way out of the maze.  And he is decorated and adorned with the medals – His death wounds clearly visible.

You might think the idea of Jesus being the Lion and the Lamb don’t go together, but they do.

Siese: “What could be more opposite than the monarch of the forest, in strength and majesty, inflicting terror and death, and the lamb, in its uncomplaining meekness, in the hands of the sacrificer.” 

But the two pictures do not conflict. they combine to bring out a clear picture. The opening of the seals, is an act of strength-an exploit of war-a going forth of power to take possession of a kingdom. 
And in the accomplishment of this, Christ is a Lion, clothed with power, and majesty, and fierceness.
28:06
But is was through becoming the Lamb that He gained the right to do that.

You see, no one could take the scroll because of two things: no one had the power & authority, and no one had the right (worthiness).

Jesus is the Lion in that He has the power and authority.

And He is the Lamb in that He paid the price and became worthy to take the scroll.  He was found to be worthy by virtue of His wounds.  The creation belonged to Him – He paid for it with His own blood, so He had the right to take the scroll.

 encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. 
But He is not one of the worshippers – they are gathered around Him.  He is there in the midst of God’s throne.  The 4 creatures represent the highest and best of creation (4 faces).   Make no mistake, Jesus is no created being.  He is not part of the creation.

And don’t get confused about the imagery of the lamb.  Sometimes that illustrates weakness and helplessness.  Not here.

6 He had seven horns (perfect power) and seven eyes (perfect awareness, understanding and knowledge), which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 

THE SECURING OF THE SCROLL

7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.

And when he takes that scroll, all heaven breaks loose.  Now we are in for a worship scene that even eclipses ch.4.

THE SONG

 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.
God says He will share His glory with no other.  If you don’t believe Jesus is the one and only true, Creator God, you have a real problem here.

Each one had a harp 
Now this thing is really starting to build.  It began with a quartet.  Then the elders joined in, so now we have 28 acapella voices.

Now background instrumental music is added.  This thing is just building.  All of heaven is involved in one massive crescendo. 

What do they offer in worship?  Not just music.
31:29
8 and they were holding golden bowls full of incense,
That was an important part of OT worship.  Incense was burned to produce a sweet smelling smoke that would rise to God and be pleasing.  Recipe: Ex.30.  There was the death penalty if you made some for your own use (Ex.30:38).

What is in the bowls?  What is it that is so pleasant – so pleasing to God?  So precious and valuable that it must be in gold bowls?

8 which are the prayers of the saints. 
There is more than one reason to pray.

Why don’t they pray themselves?  Because our prayers are more precious, because they are offered in faith.
34:17
9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
 because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 

They are singing about redemption.  They see those wounds…

It’s easy to find songs about redemption – thousands.  But it is not as easy to find ones like this one – songs that focus on His worthiness rather than on ourselves.  (But the ones I found are great)
36:11
Now, remember the crescendo?  After Jesus takes the scroll, the creation reacts with unrestrained exuberant, ecstatic, praise and exaltation. and it builds even more.  So far we are up to 28 voices plus instrumental accompaniment, the incense is added to the picture...

Now heaven just explodes into worship.

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. 

Innumerable

They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  (a big circle)
37:06
BTW, that number is significant.  There is something about being a part of a large worship service that is exciting.

Heb.12:18-28 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet blast …

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men…

28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire." 

When we worship, we are a part of that massive throng!  

All-State orchestra, large choir.  It is a thrill to be a part.

I used to sing, “I Exalt Thee” when I was alone, but “We Exalt Thee” at church.  Until I learned this principle.
You have not come to Mount Sinai when you come to worship, and you have not come to a The 7th Day building.  When I have my prayer and worship time I have not come to a walking path around subdivision in Erie.  
You have not come to a small church of 100.  You have come this morning to Heaven – and your voices were a part in a choir made up of millions – a very real, important part.

This is the unique privilege of the church.  All the singing and worship that goes on in all the religions are just noise.  People in the world can sing until they are hoarse, and can be genuine about it, but no matter how hard they try they can’t generate any kind of worship that will be accepted by God – what a privilege!
40:20
12 In a loud voice they sang: Some people don’t like loud music.  How about billions of angels each singing loudly?

"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
 power 
 and wealth 
 and wisdom
 and strength 
 and honor 
 and glory
 and praise!" They are almost unable to express their praise.  How worthy is He?  Worthy to receive every good thing we could possibly conceive of.

Why?  Because He is the Lion and the Lamb.  He is the Great King, the Messiah, the mighty Conqueror.

And He is the Lamb who was sacrificed to purchase our redemption.

He is the One who has the key.  He is worthy to take the scroll.
41:37
Now this worship service is really taking off.   This crescendo is becoming extreme.

What follows is the greatest scene in all of the Bible.  Search from Gen.1:1 to the end of Rev., and I don’t know where you are going to find a scene like this.  Search all the books and stories and all the fantasies man has ever dreamed up, and you won’t find a scene like this:

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
 be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 

This includes every atheist, every criminal, every agnostic, every person who has mocked God, every false teacher, every demon – even the Devil himself.

Some have thought that in Php.2 when every knee will bow, that it will be a forced thing.  It doesn’t sound that way to me.  

I think there will come a point when everyone is exposed to the greatness and the glory of God, they will be so overcome, and overwhelmed that they will genuinely say this.  It may not necessarily be out of love, but it will be genuine (otherwise, what would be the point?).

It includes all of humanity, every angel, every other heavenly creature…

Absolutely every created being will join in this song.

Now that is what I call a crescendo!

All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
O praise Him, O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let all things their Creator bless
And worship Him in humbleness

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!
O praise Him, O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
Thou givest man both warmth and light!
O praise Him, O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,
Forgiving others take your part.
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care!
O praise Him, O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!          
39:14
Sometimes I wonder if we couldn’t think of Rev.4,5 as an illustration of all of redemptive history.  The worship begins with the 4 living creatures (maybe they were the first created), and all the way along it just keeps building, and at the end we see this climax, so all of redemptive history is seen as leading up to this.

Ever pick up a book and read the last paragraph?  Next time you are confused about why God is doing what He is doing, just read this.  God is going somewhere with this creation – and it all ends up with this great scene.

14 The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
There’s not much else left to say!  Not like at the end of a hymn – I think the idea is they are overseeing this whole worship service and giving their approval.

That is the kind of worship Jesus Christ is worthy of.  

We worship Him because He is worthy.  

The Father is worthy to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because He created all things, and by His will they were created and have their being

Jesus is worthy – worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because he was slain, - He purchased us with His own blood

Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!"

He is worthy because He is the Lion and the Lamb.
48:20
·	Cards
·	Tapes
·	John Haverland
·	Thanks for the card & gift
·	Ideas for mailer
·	SS
·	Pray for offering
·	

Benediction:   Listen to what this great, awesome God says to you:
Isa.43:1-4  this is what the LORD says-- he who created you…he who formed you: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you





