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The Four Essentials of a Healthy Church:  Part 9


#3 Worship:  AWE
Revelation 4:4-10




Introduction

Much of the debate today regarding worship is about whether we, as Christians, should have an inward focus or an outward focus in an attempt to reach the lost through our worship service.  I believe the dichotomy is a false one and it’s the wrong emphasis either way.  Our focus should not be inward or outward, it should be upward.  The whole point of worship is to focus on God.  We talked about that last week.  I’ve heard people say that you’re not really accomplishing anything when you’re gathered in the church.  All church does is sort of recharge your batteries, but you’re not actually accomplishing anything for the kingdom just sitting here warming a pew.  When Christ’s church comes together at His feet in corporate worship that is not “nothing”.  In fact, that is the most significant event that ever takes place on this earth.  There are important briefings going on in the White House, discussions in Congress, board meetings in huge corporations that affect millions of people, but there’s no meeting going on anywhere in the world that is more important than this one.  When the Body of Christ comes together in corporate worship, something happens of cosmic significance and importance.
We’ve been looking at the scene of the very throne room of God, which is the location of the most profound worship anywhere.  Hopefully, last week, we gained a new appreciation for the word “awesome”.  The throne room of God is not a quiet, serene setting.  It is a place of tremendous activity and awesome action.  I don’t know if anybody’s into action movies, but the throne of God makes an Arnold Shwartzenager movie look like Mr. Rodgers.  When you read Ezekiel 1, it’s really an awesome scene.  Everything is lightening fast.  Blazing light is reflected off brilliant, translucent precious stones and jewels.  Huge, colored wheels of light intermingle with great awesome beings.  Around the throne is a flashing, sparkling, spinning rainbow of brilliance.  Massive creatures called Cherubim move like lightening.  There are sparkling jewels and loud thunder.  Ezekiel saw this and found that it stretches beyond the ability of words to describe.  This is what it’s like whenever you see a description of the throne room of God everywhere you turn in the Bible.  We’re just going to look at one of these descriptions.
In a vision of the throne room of God (Daniel 7), the Son of Man appears.  In verse 9 it says, As I looked, thrones were set in place and the Ancient of Days took his seat.  In those times, there was a great respect for age.  In our culture, it’s the opposite.  Our culture has gotten to the point that we worship youth.  Today, people lie about their age and say they are younger than they are.  That’s not the way it was in that culture.  They respected age and they would rise in the presence of the aged.  If they lied about their age, they would say they were older, because that was what was valued in their culture.  The longer someone lived; the more respect was due him, and the more wisdom they were thought to have.
The title Ancient of Days attributes to God the ultimate respect and wisdom.  If you take whatever honor is shown to the most honored person in the world and you multiply that times infinity, that’s the picture here.  By calling Him the Ancient of Days, Daniel is saying He is venerable, and honorable.  It points back to eternity past, which speaks of God’s self-existence.  God is the only being in the universe who has the ability to exist in and of Himself.  Everything else that exists is dependent on something else.  The Ancient of Days is one of my favorite titles for God.

Daniel 7:9-10  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its’ wheels were all ablaze.  A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  Thousands upon thousands attended him; and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.  The court was seated, and the books were opened.
All of that introduces you to being in the throne room of God.  The scene in Revelation 4 is the same scene in Ezekiel 1 and Daniel 7.

Revelation 4:5  From the throne came flashes of lightening, rumblings and peals of thunder.  Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing.  These were the seven spirits of God. (??)

It’s just like Exodus 19 when God come down on the mountain.  Before the throne, seven torches were blazing and these are the seven spirits of God.  That’s kind of an unusual phrase.  The seven spirits of God are mentioned in Revelation 1:4 and Revelation 5:6.  Both occurrences seem to indicate that this is referring to the Holy Spirit.  The fact that there are blazing torches adds to the awesome majesty of the scene.  In the Roman Empire, the emperors would have blazing torches out in front of them wherever they went.  That would cause people to respect them.  That’s the image that John is calling to mind.  It just adds to the majesty of the whole thing.

Revelation 4:6  Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.

In ancient times, the sea was thought to be the embodiment of all the forces of chaos.  So this is the pagan idea of the sea.  They believed that the gods who were untamable (the forces of chaos) dwelt in the sea.  Not even the gods could tame the forces of chaos in the sea.  That’s the way the ancient people thought, so the concept of a sea of glass is a striking image – no chaos at all.  It’s a picture of perfect peace in God's sovereign rule – not one maverick ripple.  The only other time we see anything like this in Scripture is when Jesus rebuked the wind and the waves and made the water perfectly still.  This is symbolic of God's total control.

Revelation 4:4  Surrounding the throne, were twenty-four other thrones and seated on them were twenty-four elders.  They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.

Who are the 24 elders?  This has been a subject of debate.  If you read the commentaries, you’ll find they’re split about 50/50 on whether these 24 elders are angels or people.  Any time the teachers are split 50/50, you know that’s a bad sign.  The reason some people think they’re angels is because throughout the book of Revelations, they appear again and again; and every time they appear, they’re distinguished from angels.  People say they’re not angels because they’re distinguished from angels, so they must be human beings (the church).  The other side insists they must be angels, because they are always distinguished from the saints.  Well, I’ve studied and studied, read the arguments for the various positions, checked into the Old Testament background, studied the Greek word, etc., and after all that, I came up with an elaborate theory.  But it’s more than just a theory.  I can tell you with absolute certainty exactly who these 24 elders are.  Are you ready?  These 24 beings are elders.  I believe they’re elders.  You may ask, what does the word elder mean?  It refers to an older person, a ruler, or a leader.  Which meaning is referred to here:  an older person, a leader, or a ruler?  Well, where are they seated?  They are seated on thrones.  What’s on their heads?  They have crowns on their heads.  Since they’re seated on thrones and they have crowns on their heads, and one meaning of the word elder is “ruler”, I’m just going to go way out on a limb and say I think they’re rulers of some kind.  What kind of rulers are they?  We know they’re not humans and we know they’re not angels.  Does the Bible ever speak of rulers in the heavenly realms that are not angels and are not humans?  The answer is, yes, several times.

Colossians 1:16   For by him all thing were created:  things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

Maybe that’s talking about earthly thrones and powers, because Ephesians 3:10 refers to these same things – the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.  They’re up there in the heavenly realm.  Well, maybe they’re angels.  Maybe they are just certain categories of angels.  You’ve probably been taught that, but the problem is:

1 Peter 3:22  who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

They’re not angels because they’re distinguished from angels.  The Bible repeatedly talks about thrones and rulers in heaven that are not angels so this is not hard.  They’re the authorities, the rulers that Scripture often talks about that are in heaven.  Now, why are there 24?  In the earthly temple (1 Chronicles 24 and 25) God set it up so that there were 24 elders or rulers who represented all the masses of people in worship.

Hebrews 8:5  They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.

God set it up with 24 leaders representing the masses in worship because that’s what’s going on in heaven.  Why 24 in heaven?  I don’t know.  That’s how many God wanted. The perfect amount, I guess.  Maybe they’re singing some amazing 24-part harmony or something.  I don’t know, but I think it’s reasonable to assume that these 24 elders are leaders, perhaps leaders of angels, or governing over some other beings in heaven.  Maybe they represent all those massive numbers of beings in worship before the throne (just like 1 Chronicles 24 and 25).  So, we have the 24 elders and then in verse 6, some other characters are introduced.  Now we are moving closer to the throne.

Revelation 4:6  …In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.

The picture is of creatures guarding the throne, and nothing escapes their view.  They have total awareness.  These are the great cherubim talked about in the Old Testament.  They are the most exalted creatures that we know of.

Revelation 4:7  The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle.

The point here is that they represent the fastest, the strongest, the most intelligent, and the most majestic of the created order.  These creatures apparently surpass every other created thing in every way.  They’re awesome beings.  In the temple, the miniature earthly replicas of them are 15 feet high.  They move at the speed of lightening and light shoots out from them.

Revelation 4:8  Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night they never stop saying:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come.

These are the same creatures in Isaiah 6 and they’re singing the same song.  In the book of Revelation they never stop singing day and night.  The idea here is that worship before the throne is continual.  It never stops.  That’s a great lesson for us to learn about worship.  We should be worshiping all the time.  A Christian is a worshiper, so as a Christian, you should be worshiping all the time.  When we come here on Sunday morning to worship together, that’s the climax of worship.  If you come here on Sunday and try to resurrect some vague idea of worship that has been dormant for a whole week, it’s going to be very difficult for you to worship.  That’s not how God designed us.  We’re to be worshiping continually.  The real issue is not how well the pastor or worship leader does, the real issue is how well you do.  That is dependent upon your own daily pattern of worship.  Your life should be a constant flow of worship.  I wonder what would happen in our lives if we would just replace half of our entertainment time with worship time – just half.  What if you replaced half of your CDs with worship CDs?  What if you listened to worship music in the car or while you work?  What effect do you think that would have on your personal holiness?  Have you ever noticed that Satan doesn’t even bother tempting you to sin while you’re worshiping?  The best he can do is tempt you to just stop worshiping or distract your thinking with some neutral thing.  Once he gets you thinking on the natural plane, then he can go back to work with temptation.  So, all this description of the throne and all these things going on around the throne, teach us that when we approach God it is essential that we approach Him in awe and recognize His awesome power.
“Awe” is a mixed feeling of reverence, fear, and wonder.  Fearful and profound respect inspired by the greatness, superiority, grandeur, etc. of a person or thing and suggests an immobilizing effect.  Awe is the catalyst that initiates worship.  We worship Him from a position of being in awe.

Hebrews 12:28-29  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”

1 Samuel 12:18  …all the people stood in awe of the LORD...

Job 25:2  Dominion and awe belong to God.

Psalm 119:120  My flesh trembles in fear of you; I stand in awe of your laws.

Habakkuk 3:2  LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds...

Acts 2:42-43  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe...

Isaiah 29:23  …they will keep my name holy; they will acknowledge the holiness of the Holy One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.

Did you know that to fail to be in awe of God is to forsake Him?

Jeremiah 2:19  “…Consider then and realize how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of me,” declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.

Ecclesiastes 5:7 … many words are meaningless.  Therefore stand in awe of God.

This is what God wants from you this morning:  place yourself in a position of awe, and worship Him.  Realize that you’re standing on holy ground.  I’d like to use the word AWE this morning as an acrostic to remember some of the basic elements of worship that we’re going to cover.  Revelation 4:8 says, they never stop saying:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”  If they have been singing that for thousands of years, there must be something fundamental about that form of worship.  Let’s see if we can figure out what it is.  Through this whole portion of the song, they’re reciting attributes of God.

“A” – Recognizing God's Attributes

 An attribute of God is something that’s true about God.  Another word for it would be characteristics.  Recognizing and reciting God's attributes is one of the easiest ways to worship.  When they say holy, holy, holy, they’re recognizing God's holiness – His total separation from evil, and uniqueness.  Then they call Him Lord.  That recognizes His sovereignty.  Then they call Him God, Almighty.  He’s powerful.  Who was and is and is to come refers to God's eternality, immutability, and self-existence.  So they’re just recognizing and reciting attributes or things that are true about God.  That’s the easiest kind of worship.  If you ever find yourself struggling with worship, just focus on things that are true about God.  If we’re singing songs and you’re finding it difficult to concentrate, just keep your eyes open for statements in the songs that are true about God.  Hopefully, it shouldn’t take long.  (Here at Creekside, we’re careful about the kind of songs we choose.)  If you do that, I guarantee you’ll have an excellent worship time.
I don’t know of any better song to do this than Holy, Holy, Holy.  This hymn, which we’ve just plagiarized from the four living creatures, is just this kind of worship.  It focuses on attributes of God.  We’re going to sing about 14 different attributes of God explicitly:

God is holy, almighty, merciful, mighty, a trinity
He is eternal (was and is and is to come), invisible
The only true God, perfect in power, perfect in love, and perfect in purity
He is the creator and he is blessed

He’s all of this.  Let’s stand and sing Holy, Holy, Holy.

“W” – Recognizing God's Works

The “W” in the word awe focuses on God’s works.  We recognize His works – the things that He has done.  Not only do we focus on who He is and what He’s like, but also what has He done.  That’s what giving glory means.
Revelation 4:9 says Whenever the living creatures give glory…  The verse refers to what the living creatures are doing as “giving glory”.  When you glorify someone, you give them credit for something.  The second part of worshiping God focuses on His works.  We give God credit for the things that He has done.  That’s what it means to glorify God.  Romans 1:21 says that the world, “although they know God, they do not glorify him as God…”  They give the creation credit for creating itself.  You would expect that.  The sad thing is that Christians fail to give God the credit He deserves.  You steal God's glory when you try to attribute creation to something else like Mother Nature or science, evolution or chance.
So, in addition to reciting the things that are true about God, we recite things that God has done.  When we do that, we are worshiping.  All you have to do is just say anything that is true about Him or anything that He has done.  If you want to praise your husband, wife, or kids, it’s not so easy, because you have to say something that’s true about them.  The only catch is that it also has to be something good.  You can’t bring up faults or mistakes.  If you say something that’s true about them that is bad, then that’s not praising them, right?  But with God, you can say anything that is true about Him or anything that He has done.  Everything about Him is good.
Examples of songs that glorify God are songs like To God be the Glory, My Tribute, How Great Thou Art, Bless His Holy Name (that whole song is glorification), We Bow Down, and Thou Art Worthy.

“E” – Recognizing God's Exalted Status

The “E” in AWE stands for exaltation.  They recognized God's exalted status.  That’s the third kind of worship.

	Honor – Assigning Proper Status to God

Look at the word “honor”.  Honor is a tremendous word.  The Greek word is timh.  The word timh means to assign status.  It has to do with titles.  So you recognize things that are true about God, you recognize things God has done, and then you honor Him by assigning proper status to Him.  Jesus once used this word.  He said, “A prophet had no honor (timh) in his own home town.”  They don’t assign Him the proper status or lift him up to the proper level in their thinking.  We give honor to God by assigning proper status to Him with the titles we give Him.  Titles like Creator and Most High God, King of kings and Lord of lords, all honor Him.  The title Ancient of Days was a title of tremendous honor.  It refers to extreme wisdom and respect.  Songs that assign honor are Crown Him with Many Crowns, We Exalt Thee, We Sing Hallelujah, and Ancient of Days.

	Thanks – What is Gratitude?

I would like to add one last thing.  This doesn’t fit in the acrostic, but they also give thanks. Thanksgiving is a familiar concept that is hard to define.  Have you ever tried to define the word thanks or the concept of gratitude without using either of those two words?  It’s difficult.  Thanksgiving is a deep understanding of the benefit that has been given and a willingness to recognize your indebtedness.  We fail to properly be grateful when we minimize our indebtedness to God.  There’s a couple of ways we can do that.  We can do it by thinking we deserve whatever has been given to us (we fall into this often).  I deserve it.  I deserve to have good things happen to me all the time.  That’s the way we tend to think.  Everything should go right.  I should never get a cold on Sunday.
God can pile blessing after blessing on us and we can think we deserved all that and more.  It can become a very ugly sin.  The other way that we fail to properly show gratitude to God is by trying to (this is very subtle) repay Him.  We don’t want to feel indebted to God and so we attempt to pay Him back for what He did for us.  We’ll do something for Him and we’ll be even.  We won’t owe Him anything.  People often try to do that through the efforts of religion.
There are all kinds of songs about thanksgiving:  We bring the Sacrifice of Praise, We Give Thanks, Thank You, Lord; Be Exalted, Oh God; and Forever Grateful.  Let’s sing this great hymn:  And Can it Be.  Think about what He’s done for us and the indebtedness we owe Him.

Revelation 4:9  To him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever.

And that’s repeated.  Again it’s essential to understand the true God as He is and that worship be directed to Him.  Look at verse 10.

Revelation 4:10  The twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever.

Whenever the four living creatures would offer all that, the 24 exalted rulers (sitting on their thrones with their crowns) would fall down and worship.  They fell down before Him who sits on the throne and worshiped Him who lives for ever and ever.  It’s repeated again.  They fall down on the ground up there in heaven.  Very often worship involves posture.  I’ve said up to this point, repeatedly, that the expression isn’t the worship.  The singing isn’t the worship.  The movements are not the worship.  Worship is what comes out of your heart.  However, the singing and the movements and all the external expression are a very important part of it.  Worship does involve posture.  It involves activity.  In Scripture, we see all different kinds of expressions of worship.  People bow, fall face down, stand, raise arms, lift hands, and clap hands.  At Creekside, we will not require or discourage any specific expression, because that is a very personal thing between you and God.  Some people are different from others in the way they worship.  It can be a very profound thing to see somebody expressing worship to God.  There have been times when I have literally been moved to tears during a service just because I was in a church that didn’t have a lot of expression and I looked up in the middle of worship and saw somebody lift their hands to the Lord.  That’s moving.  That’s helpful for all the rest of us who worship.
I’ve told you before, all true religion tends to degenerate into externalism and there’s always a temptation to mistake the gestures for worship.  Without any worship coming from the heart, the gestures are meaningless.  No matter what your background is, there’s no tradition that’s immune.  Maybe you’re from a high church, liturgical background.  If so, you can very easily fall into the temptation of thinking that all the liturgy, the formalism, and the procedure is worship.  If you’re from some kind of wild charismatic background, you can fall into the error of thinking that lifting up your hands, jumping up and down, jumping over pews, dancing, tears and laughing, and all that stuff is worship.    It’s not.  That’s just the expression.  Or maybe you’re from a background more like mine that’s not either of these, or an evangelical kind of a tradition.  They’re not immune either.  People like me can fall into the temptation of thinking that sitting there in the pew, doing nothing, is worship.  That’s not worship either.  There’s no expression that is.
The expression does have some significance.  You can give your wife all kinds of gifts, but if there’s no love, the gifts are meaningless.  However, if you claim to have love, then there will be gifts.  If all you do is just say I love you (it’s the thought that counts), but there’s never any expression, then your love is questionable.  It's the same with God.  You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving.  There will be some expression.  Worship must be accompanied by some kind of expression and here; their expression is they literally fall down on the ground.  They know that God can read their hearts and still they fall down on the ground.   It says they lay their crowns before the throne.  That’s why I changed the words in that hymn by the way.  It’s not the saints; it’s the elders that lay their crowns down in worship.  Knowing God, and knowing what heaven is like, I seriously doubt the crowns were gold-plated lead or some kind of alloy.  God has given them and they give to God.  Throughout Scripture, worship is always, always, always connected with giving something to God.  One of the foundational things about worship is you give. 
One of the most striking verses in the whole Bible on worship is in 2 Samuel 24.  David is going to worship and he needs a place and an animal to do it.  He is away from home and this guy says, “You’re the king.  I’ll just give you this threshing floor as a gift.  Please, it would be my pleasure to give a gift to the king.”  Remember David’s response? 

2 Samuel 24:24   But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it.  I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”

What you offer the Lord should be precious to you.  It should cost you something to worship God.  There are a lot of forms of giving.  We give the offering as a form of worship.  The money you put in the offering plate should be a sacrificial percentage of your income so that you can have the joy of worshiping God by giving.  This principle applies way beyond just money.  All worship should cost you something, at the very least, a little effort.  God will not accept half-hearted worship, because that is not worship.  It is very offensive to Him.  I want you to consider this:

Leviticus 22:21-22  When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship offering to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or as a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish to be acceptable.  Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the maimed, or anything with warts or festering or running sores.  Do not place any of these on the altar as an offering made to the LORD by fire.

God says, don’t bring me your diseased animals for a freewill offering.  I don’t want those.  I think that’s interesting because this is a freewill offering.  Now, if it were some prescribed or required offering then you would expect God to say, OK, there are certain requirements, but this is a freewill offering.  It is above and beyond everything that is required.  You might expect that the freewill offering could be anything.  It’s not required, so isn’t anything better than nothing?  Isn’t it the thought that counts?  No, nothing is much better than a poor sacrifice.  That offends God, because it is a display of contempt for His name.  You’ve heard of people being held in contempt of court.  In Malachi 1, the priests are cited for contempt.

Malachi 1:6-14  “A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  If I am a father, where is the honor due me?  If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says the LORD Almighty.  “It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name.  “But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’  “You place defiled food on my altar.  “But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’  “By saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible.  [It’s not that they uttered those words – they would never do that.]  When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong?  When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?  Try offering them to your governor!  Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you?” says the LORD Almighty.

What if you approached the IRS the same way you approach giving to God.  You know, you go on vacation for a week, you miss church, you miss the offering, and then you don’t make up for it.  You just pocket what you would have given.  God's thinking, try that on the IRS.    Try telling the IRS that you were out of town on April 15th.  You’ll catch them next year.  Will they accept that?  People want to offer to God what costs them nothing and then pat themselves on the back.  We congratulate ourselves because we donate some garbage to the poor.  You know, a left boot, an old sandal or something, and we think we’re giving a lot.  We come on Sunday morning and put absolutely no effort at all into worship, and we think God's going to accept that.  We mouth the words and pay no attention. 
 
“Thou art worthy… boy that Darryl has a goofy tie on today, doesn’t he?”
“Thou art worthy, Thou art…who’s the numbskull in charge of the temperature in here anyway?”
“To receive… YAWN…”
“Glory and honor.  Glory and honor…what are we doing for lunch today?  Are we going out to the… “

What do you think of that?  He’s so worthy to receive glory and honor and then I’m not even thinking about giving Him glory and honor.  

Malachi 1:9-12  “…With such offerings from your hands, will He accept you?” - says the LORD Almighty.  “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar!  I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from your hands.  My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun.  In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty.  “But you profane it by saying of the LORD’s table, ‘It is defiled,’ and of its food, ‘It is contemptible.’  And you say, ‘What a burden!’

What a burden, it’s time to worship the Lord again.  I have to drag out a calf.  We still have that old lame, blind cow that has cancer.  Let’s bring that one… what a burden.  Do you see how dishonoring that is?  Can you see why He would rather us just padlock the doors to the church and keep everybody out rather than come in with that attitude in our hearts.

“Oh, how I love Jesus…I’m going to have company over, I’ve got to leave early, excuse me… “

 If we would just think about what we’re singing.

Malachi 1:13  “When you bring injured, crippled or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?” says the LORD.  “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord.  For I am a great king,” says the LORD Almighty, “and my name is to be feared among the nations.”

I don’t know how that hits you, but that passage in Malachi is very convicting to me and there are some times when I have to confess that I’m in the midst of worship and I’m thinking, what a burden.  God, forgive us for that attitude and for offering You that which costs nothing.



Benediction—Jude 24-25

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  Amen


All Scripture references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise indicated.



Review Questions:

1.	What are three key elements of worship we learn from Isaiah 6, expressed with the acronym “AWE”?

	Recognizing God's…

	A	__________________

	W	__________________

	E	__________________


