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Be very careful, then, how you live (walk)-not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity (redeeming the time), because the days are evil. 17 Therefore (because of this) do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 

Step Carefully 
One of the major themes in the book of Ephesians is walking. In fact, remember when we first started I told you you can outline the book of Ephesians in 3 words? 
Sit, walk, stand.
The first part talks about our position in Christ – we are seated in the heavenlies. Then middle part talk about our walk, and at the end we take our stand against the evil one.
	We have been walking ever since the beginning of ch.2. In ch.2 he talks about the time when we used to walk in the ways of the world, but now we have been created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God created for us that we may walk in them. (2:2,10) Then the first verse of ch.4 starts out saying, Therefore, walk in a manner worthy of your calling. In v.17 he said you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do. In 5:2 he said, walk in love. In 5:8 he said walk as children of the light. So we got rid of the old sinful walk, and now we walk in good deeds. Which means we walk in a worthy manner, we don’t walk like the world, we walk in love and we walk as children of the light. Walk, walk, walk – a half dozen times he’s told us about our walk. And now here if v.15 he sums it all up. The word then here in v.15 (therefore), gathers in all that he’s said about walking. 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live (walk)-not as unwise but as wise, 

Lit:  So watch carefully how you walk

Decision making is important
In case you’ve missed it as you’ve been reading through the book, it is very, very important how we carry on our day to day lives. The Bible says a lot about our position spiritually in Christ, but if you ever think that’s all that matters, and it doesn’t matter what you do in your daily walk, Paul wants to correct that. Some people seem to think that our legal, positional righteousness in Christ is the only thing that matters. That’s not true – every step you take in life matters. It’s not unusual for Christians to get enamored with either the doctrinal or the practical side of Christianity. 

Some people think doctrine, by itself, is worthless. There always has to be some practical application. People like that would have hated the year we spent preaching through the first three chapters of Ephesians (66 verses and only one command – all the rest is theology). People who don’t like doctrine can’t stand that kind of thing.  They want every sermon to have “How to” in the title. But there are other people who think theology is the only thing that matters. They think if a sermon has “How to” in the title, it’s a works dominated, fleshy, human effort emphasis that downplays grace. They say instead of commanding people to do things, we should just remind them of their position in Christ. And the issue isn’t what you do. It’s what He has done. But if we pay any attention to Scripture at all it’s pretty clear that yes, we are saved because of what He has done. But what He has done makes demands on us to do things. The fact that He has achieved everything in redemption doesn’t give us the excuse to become passive and unresponsive and lazy. 
The first half of Ephesians is all about what He’s done, but the second half is just as important – therefore watch very carefully how you walk. Your life is pictured as a walk, because every moment you step in some direction. Every time you make a decision, that’s a step.  And you make a decision every moment you’re awake. You can’t stop making decision, because a decision not to decide is a decision.  Every moment you decide to either continue to do what you’re doing, or do something else. So you never stop walking. And here he’s saying, “Watch your step.” As you take each step, walk not as unwise but as wise.  In other words, be smart about your walk.

1. Be Smart
Paul tells us three things about the careful walk, and the first is be smart. walk not as unwise but as wise.   The Christian life is to be a very careful, thoughtful life. We need to think through each place where we set our foot.

What you do with each day and hour and second of your life is not incidental.  This whole book he’s been telling us that bringing you to the point of walking the right way was a major reason why God saved you. God saved you so you would walk in good works and walk newness of life and walk in love and walk in the light. So we better be smart about the way we walk. Walk like someone who can see. Walk in Jesus’ footsteps. Be wise.



Wise
If we sum up the whole NT concept of wisdom, basically what it amounts to in a context like this is two things:
	understanding what is true and 

understanding what to do.
The wise person understands those two things – reality and responsibility – the “is” and the “ought.”  The fool is the one who is confused about one or the other or both. The fool doesn’t understand what’s true – he’s either uneducated or he’s fully educated but doesn’t understand the significance or ultimate meaning of all the facts in his brain. (The United States has some of the most well-educated fools in the whole world.) The other kind of fool is the one who may know what’s true, but doesn’t know what he should do. He can talk to you until he’s hoarse about all the things he knows. He may even be an expert theologian. But he doesn’t have any idea where he should be going in life or what he ought to be doing. If you walk behind a person like that and follow his footsteps through life your first thought is, “Whoever left these tracks must have been lost.” That’s how a fool walks. And what Paul is saying here is, “Don’t walk like that.” You were saved – chosen in Christ before the foundation of the earth, selected in Him and predestined to be adopted into His family. And God did all that because He wanted you to walk in a certain way. So whatever you do, don’t walk like a fool! Then in v.16 Paul gives us a little descriptive phrase that gives us an idea what the stakes are.

2. Be Aggressive

16 making the most of every opportunity The word translated opportunity is kairos.  Normally that word is translated “time,” but “opportunity” isn’t necessarily a bad translation here. Sometimes that’s how the word is used. 
Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
Heb 11:15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return., because the days are evil. 

That phrase making the most of every opportunity is a tricky one. The Greek says, “Buying out the time for yourselves.” It’s very difficult to imagine exactly what it means to buy out time. We just don’t know exactly how that idiom was used in Paul’s day, so we can’t say with total certainty exactly what it means.
	But as I read through all the commentaries, and studied it the best I could, I thought of a number of possibilities for various figures of speech that might be being used. But no matter what figure I thought of, the interpretation of the figure always ended up meaning the same thing: we should do what’s best with the time and exploit opportunities for good.  Time (or opportunity) is a commodity to be bought. Usually we think of spending time, not buying time. Normally we think we have time to begin with, and then we spend it. But here the picture is of acquiring or taking into our possession time or opportunity (the word kairos can be translated either way). And here the meaning seems to be that of exploiting opportunity.

Opportunity
I looked up the definition of the English word “opportunity,” and it said “a possibility due to a favorable combination of circumstances.” Once in a while circumstances come together to create a possibility for a good thing. And the wise person will be able to spot those circumstances, and take advantage of the opportunity.  And it takes wisdom, because one thing about opportunities is that they are fleeting. If you’re not really sharp and alert, the opportunity will be gone before you ever see it. That’s one reason fools tend to think they have bad luck. Usually fools are having a tough time in life, and they will tell you it’s because they never seem to get a break.
Everyone else seems to get wonderful opportunities, and they never seem to. But that’s because in their foolishness, the opportunities come and they don’t see them. 
The ancient Greeks had a sculpture called kairos (opportunity), which was a man with wings on his feet, a lock of hair on his forehead, and bald on the back of his head. And at the base of the statue was this dialogue:  “What is your name? My name is Opportunity. Why do you have wings on your feet? That I may fly away swiftly. Why do you have a great forelock? That men may seize me when I come. Why are you bald in back? That when I am gone by, none can lay hold of me.” Opportunities fly past quickly, and only the wise seize them before it’s too late.” 
Isn’t it wonderful that God gives us blessings that way?  Some of His blessings are involuntary. Some wonderful thing just plops into your life, and you don’t have anything to do with it. A person at work just starts asking you about spiritual things, or someone at church calls you and offers you some wonderful ministry. And it didn’t require any insight or wisdom or ability to spot an opportunity at all. But there are a whole lot of other blessings that God places within your reach, but only if you are alert to the combination of circumstances. Maybe there is a wonderful ministry at church that no one has even thought of, but it fits your gifts perfectly, and it’s a chance for you to accomplish great things for Christ, but it requires careful thought and alertness and insight on your part to see the opportunity.The reason that’s so wonderful is because if we learn wisdom, there is no limit to the wonderful blessings we can enjoy. Opportunities are everywhere. There isn’t a footnote that says, “Make the most of every opportunity – that is, if you are lucky enough to get one.” The text assumes they will come.  The only question is whether we will buy them up or let them pass by. This is an incredibly convicting principle for me. Until this week, I had no idea how many opportunities pass my way all the time.  So many chances to engage someone in conversation, to encourage someone, to do something profitable. My lifestyle does not lend itself to noticing opportunities. I’m the type who is so locked into my routine, that I spend most of my effort trying to block out distractions. That’s not to say my routine isn’t a wonderful opportunity itself. Every morning I have the opportunity to get out of bed and spend the day in prayer and study, and I do it. So if I pass up other opportunities in order to do that, that’s not bad. However there are some times when it would be wise to set that aside to do something greater. And only wisdom knows when. But it’s crucial that we do the hard work of watching with vigilance for those opportunities. Look at the sense of urgency we get in the next phrase:

because the days are evil. 

Evil Days
You might expect that he would say, “Make the most of every opportunity because the days are short.” But he doesn’t say they are short.  He says to make the most of every opportunity because the days are evil. What does it mean that the days are evil? He’s already told us what he means by that. Back at the beginning of ch.2 Paul said during this age the Devil is the ruler of the kingdom of the air. In 2 Co.4:4 he called him the god of this world. The days are evil because these are the last days – the days given to Satan’s domination over unredeemed mankind.

Gal 1:3-4
the Lord Jesus Christ, … gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age

The days are evil because they are the days of the evil one. Spiritually you and I are children of the age to come. But we are stilling living in this present evil age, where Satan has been given a long, long leash. That’s Paul’s reason for why we must seize opportunities. His point is we’re not playing around in the schoolyard here. This is a cosmic war. This an evil age dominated by a powerful, evil enemy, and so we can’t afford to miss any opportunities.  Do you realize the enemy wants to kill you? This isn’t a Universal Studios’ movie set with pretend guns or fake bombs. This is the real thing – real warfare with real casualties and a real enemy who is fighting for his life, and he’s fighting against you. Ultimately God reigns over everything. But in a temporal sense this world is under the god of this world - Satan. We are behind enemy lines in his territory. This whole place is under enemy control, and the times are his. And our job is to take possession of them. Any chance we get to seize enemy ground we need to take.

Rom 12:21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Two commands in the that verse:
#1 Don’t lose
#2 Win
We can’t just live our lives trying to avoid losing. God doesn’t allow us to just try to stay out of trouble. We are to be aggressive.  The times are evil, and so we need to be intelligent and clever and shrewd in spotting opportunities and exploiting them. In our Sunday night prayer meetings sometimes I have everyone list out all the virtues they can think of, and we write them all on a white board. Then we pray for them for the Church.

The list always has love, and wisdom and patience, etc. But in all the times we’ve done that, I’ve never once had someone say, “Shrewdness.”  But shrewdness is a very important virtue. In Lk.16 Jesus taught that we are to be shrewd like the unjust steward. That parable is about a man who was very clever in ripping off his employer, and Jesus lamented the fact that the people in this world are more clever and shrewd in acquiring money than we are for the kingdom of God. You look at the time and effort people in the world will put into getting dishonest gain. A computer hacker might spend thousands of hours figuring out a way to steal some money. Bank robbers might spend months coming up with some ingenuous plan for robbing a bank. Al Qaeda spent years developing and carrying out an incredibly effective strategy to use our own resources to carry out the most devastating attack on American soil ever. If their cause is big enough to warrant that kind of shrewdness, what kind of effort should we be putting in to our cause?

Luke 16:8-9
the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

We need to be shrewd and aggressive to make sure we don’t miss opportunities. So, you’re walking along through life, you find yourself in a conversation, and suddenly you find some enemy territory that’s vulnerable. The conversation turns toward gossip.  Someone is speaking about someone else in such a way as to diminish that person’s reputation, or making it harder for the listeners to love that person. That’s enemy ground.

Times like that are the reason Paul says these days are evil. 
So you remember Eph.5:16 (take possession of the time), and so just like you’re in a store you say to Satan – “I’ll take that.” “This moment belongs to you, Satan? As of right now, I’m taking it.” “I’m claiming it for my King.” And then you proceed to just wrest it right out of Satan’s hands. You expose the gossip for what it is, you reprove the gossiper, and you speak up for the person’s reputation. But you can’t just take it. You have to buy it. There’s a price you have to pay. The purchase price is whatever it costs you to redeem that time. And the purchase price can range anywhere from a moment of embarrassment to your very life. You are sitting in your house and you hear one of your children raise his voice in anger at a sibling. That moment is as teachable as they get.  (If you don’t think selfish anger is enemy ground, reread ch.4). So you have a choice. You can seize that opportunity and take that territory. Go to that child and reprove him and explain to him why he got angry (selfishness and pride in the heart), and teach him from Scripture how to pursue humility and love. And lead him to repentance.   You’ve just captured a key city from the enemy. You bought up the opportunity – and it was an incredible deal, because the purchase price was only about 10 minutes of your time. What a bargain!
The other option is to just walk in a foolish stupor and not even notice the opportunity. And instead of taking enemy ground, you just cede more ground to the enemy by just ignoring completely the heart issue and you just yell up the stairs – “Cut that out!” Paul says, “Don’t be foolish. You can’t afford to miss these opportunities – the days are evil.” You are a in a group of people who are slandering God or mocking His truth or speaking error. That moment belongs to Satan. And so you just walk up and say, “I’ll take that,” and you correct what is being said with truth. It’s not enough to just walk around trying to avoid being captured. We need to be seizing ground. Satan advances his kingdom through deception and error and false doctrine. And he uses that to build fortresses and strongholds like 
	evolutionism, or 

monism (the “all is one” religion) or
worldly psychology or 
new age philosophy or 
Islam, or 
Radical feminism or
secular humanism or 
postmodernism…

 And we are tempted to tremble and fret, and just do everything we can to avoid being taken prisoner ourselves. But God calls us to be men and women of courage and power, and to storm those strongholds!

2 Cor 10:4,5
The weapons we fight with … have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every idea to make it obedient to Christ. 

How do we take enemy territory?  We attack the false ideas and doctrines that make up the stronghold, and we use the truth of God’s Word to demolish those fortresses and to force those false ideas into obedience to Christ. Demolishing the stronghold means exposing the error. Taking it captive means correcting the error. Our weapons are so powerful and so overwhelming; the enemy doesn’t have a chance against them. In fact, eve a child can do this. Your little second grader can go to school, see some enemy territory where some kids are picking on someone, and your child can walk right up to Satan’s face and say, “I’m taking this ground”…And just befriend the kid who is being picked on, and speak up for him, and the enemy has just lost that moment forever. 

When I was thinking of ways to illustrate the concept of walking or stepping very carefully in a battle context, the obvious illustration that kept coming to mind was that of a mine field.  This life is like a mine field, and so you have to watch very carefully how you walk. The problem with that illustration is it doesn’t fit v.16. The reason we need to watch so carefully where we step is not because of the potential dangers, but because of the potential opportunities. He’s not saying “Walk carefully because otherwise you might get hurt.” He’s saying, “Walk carefully because otherwise you won’t be able to seize on the opportunities.” 
It’s ironic that he says because the days are evil, we are living in the land of opportunity.

The point of telling us that the days are evil is to give us a sense of urgency about this. But Paul needs to make one more point about the careful walk before he moves on, because if all we have is urgency, that, by itself, isn’t enough to keep us on a wise path. Urgency alone can cause panic.  There’s a Peanuts cartoon where Charlie Brown says to Lucy: “Someone has said that we should live each day as if it were the last day of our life.”  In the next frame Lucy starts screaming: “Aaugh, This is the last day! This is it!”  And she starts running around in a wild panic: “I only have twenty-four hours left! Help me! Help me! This is the last day! Aaugh!”  And in the last frame Charlie Brown is left standing there alone and says, “Some philosophies aren't for everyone.” We don’t want to learn about the enemy threat and be like Lucy – just running around in a disorganized frenzy trying to do as much as we can without any focused direction or plan. Can you imagine if we fought WW2 by just telling all our soldiers – “Just randomly walk around here and there and take shots at the enemy”? That would be absolute chaos. Sometimes opportunities conflict. Many times one opportunity has to be rejected in favor of another. We can’t just run off madly in all directions trying to run the entire kingdom of God on our own. And so Paul gives us a third admonition that will keep us focused and on exactly the right path. Not only are we to be smart and be aggressive, but in our aggressiveness we need to be right about what we do. Don’t just take advantage of any opportunity, but take advantage of the right ones. The NIV says “every” opportunity, but the word “every” isn’t in the Greek. They add that to make it into smooth English, but literally it says, “buying up the opportunity.” You can’t take advantage of every opportunity.  At any given moment in time there is one opportunity that is most opportune and most important – just focus on that. “But how am I supposed to know what that is?” V.17.

3. Be Right

17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 

Watch your walk. The days are evil, we need to redeem the time, so watch very carefully how you walk through life.

And the key to watching your step is walking in wisdom. And the key to wisdom is understanding what the Lord's will is. The Lord’s will is the organized battle plan. That’s what keeps it from becoming chaos. Every moment you have countless different options.  And every time you make a decision you reject all but one. And so it’s important to pick the right one – the one that’s God’s will.

Are you really seeking God’s will?
So we have to do what v.17 says and understand what the Lord’s will is. And in a minute I’ll talk a little about how to discern God’s will, but first I want you to ask yourself – are you seeking God’s will? You may be sitting there saying, “Are you kidding? Of course I’m seeking God’s will…” “I’ve made a career out of seeking God’s will.”   “I buy every book that comes out on how to know God’s will, I listen to sermons, I try every technique.” “When I’m trying to make a tough decision, I do everything I can to find God’s will.”
	I lay out fleeces 

examine whether doors are open or closed 
pray and listen for His voice
I play Bible roulette to see if God speaks to me through a random verse
I watch for signs
I ask everyone’s advice…

OK, so you do all that. But none of that is proof that you are really seeking God’s will. If you really want to know if you’re seeking God’s will, ask yourself this – “Am I only concerned with what He wants, or is my real concern simply to know which option will have a favorable outcome for me?” If I’m trying to decide whether to take one job or another, I may do everything I can to seek guidance from God…But am I seeking that just because I want to be sure to pick the job that will be most beneficial for me?

Or is my only concern what is most beneficial for the Kingdom of God? A lot of times people think they are seeking God’s will when in reality all they are seeking is which option will involve the least suffering. In 1 Peter 3:17 it says very often it’s God’s will for you to suffer for doing good. So often we think we are seeking God’s will when in reality all we are doing is seeking tips from God on what which option will turn out better for us. That’s the whole point of divination.  You try to get inside information from a deity about the future so you can make a profitable decision. Mankind has been doing that for as long as there has been pagan religion. The pagans will examine animal entrails or look at the stars or do whatever they can to learn which path will be better. And many Christians, in the name of seeking God’s will, are really doing nothing more than Christianized divination. The wise man or woman is the one who walks through life desiring to follow God’s will for God’s sake. If all I’m doing is seeking tips from God on how my desires can be fulfilled, I’m not really seeking God’s will. In fact, it’s just the opposite. If my chief concern is what’s most favorable for me from a temporal point of view, what’s the difference between me and an atheist? That’s how they live. If the only difference between me an the atheist is that I seek tips from God on how to fulfill my earthly desires and he does it on his own, that’s not much of a difference. The difference between a Christian and an unbeliever is they seek their will and we seek God’s will. Their main concern is a favorable outcome for themselves, and our main concern is a favorable outcome for God’s Kingdom.

Seeking God’s will is important

Living a life that seeks the will of God is crucial.

Ps 14:1
The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."

The essence of foolishness is living like there’s no God. And regardless of your theological stance about God, we all tend to fall into the tendency to live out practical atheism. Any time I make a decision that is not consistent with belief in God, I’m living like an atheist.  If I make a decision based only on what I desire without taking into consideration God’s kingdom, I’m living as though there is no King over me.

It’s revealed 
It’s interesting that the Lord commands us to understand His will. I think some Christians think the Lord’s will is an impossible, hidden mystery – knowable only to the super-spiritual, who are so in touch with God, they hear God speaking to them. They are always saying, “God told me this. God spoke to me and showed me that…”  And so if you don’t hear the voices, you are left to wonder if it’s possible for you to ever know God’s will. We make it into such a puzzle.  It’s like we think God is the cosmic Easter bunny who stashed His will away some place and says, “You’re getting warmer.” If you think God’s will is hidden, flip back to ch.1 v.9.

he made known to us the mystery of his will

God’s will is not hidden. It’s revealed. He made it known to us. The command here is not to discover it, but to understand it. Notice, the verse calls for understanding – not mystical, spiritual sensitivity. He doesn’t tell us to listen for God’s voice. He tells us God has already spoken, and we are simply called to understand what He has revealed. That does require some discernment. You have to be able to properly interpret Scripture.  And you have to be able to understand how it applies in your life. And there are certain cases where that can be hard. But for the most part – 99.99% of the time, God’s will is crystal clear and very easy for the Christian to discern.  
Your alarm goes off in the morning and instantly you know it’s God’s will for you to get up and get dressed.  Then it’s His will for you to go to work or school or to start whatever your daily responsibilities are. When someone in authority over you tells you to do something that isn’t a sin, it’s God’s will for you to submit and obey. As you work, it’s God’s will for you to work as for the Lord. Whenever you face any temptation to any kind of sin, it’s God’s will for you to resist, and do what is righteous instead. And whenever you face a decision between two non-sinful options, it’s God’s will for you to apply the wisdom principles from the wisdom sections in Scripture (such as Proverbs)…And choose what is most likely to have the best outcome based on spiritual priorities and biblical wisdom principles. And that part does require some knowledge and wisdom and understanding and discernment. 

The Role of the Intellect
You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to be a Christian, but nor are we to be lazy thinkers. Your connection to the spiritual world is your mind. You can’t touch it with your body. Your mind is your gateway to spiritual realities. And so the last thing you want is a lazy mind. Our relationship with God goes way beyond the intellect, but it is in large measure dependent upon the intellect. Remember back in ch.4? Listen to all the terms that have to do with the intellect:

Eph 4:20-22
You, however, did not learn Christ that way. 21 Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught … to put off your old self,

Salvation is very much a function of the mind. In Romans 3, when Paul wants to describe how lost mankind is, he says There is no one who understands (same word as here in v.17). Understanding is a mark of salvation.

Isa 5:13
my people will go into exile for lack of understanding

If you go through your NT and underline everything that has to do with mind, you will see there is no spirituality apart from the intellect.

Mysticism vs. Wisdom
And the reason I want to make a point of that is because there is a serious error that has deceived many in the Church in this regard. It’s the problem of mysticism.  Mysticism is any approach to spirituality that bypasses sound reason. It’s drawing conclusions about spiritual things that are not rational. If I’m trying to decide “Should I move to the east coast or the west coast?” and I flop open my Bible and close my eyes and randomly pick a verse… And I happen to land on Isa 24:15 which says, Therefore in the east give glory to the LORD, and I interpret that as a message from God that I should go to the east coast…That’s mysticism.  It’s no different from using Tarot cards or the horoscope to make my decision. In fact, it’s worse, because it turns Scripture into an instrument of magic, and uses God’s own Word in a way that is detestable to Him. When we are too lazy to apply the principles of wisdom in a hard decision, and we start looking for promptings, a sense of peace, a voice, a feeling of being led, Bible roulette, omens, fleeces…It’s all mysticism. If you are trying to gain insight into the unrevealed future, you are not seeking God’s will.  You are participating in divination, which is an abomination to God. If you are truly seeking God’s will, you will be looking not to the future, but to the past. God revealed His will thousands of years ago, and recorded it in His Word. The wise man will walk in God’s will as revealed in God’s Word. 100% of what God wants us to know about His will is revealed in His Word. “But there’s no Bible verse that tells me whether I should marry this person or wait for someone else.” “There’s no passage of Scripture that tells me if I should finish my degree or do something else.” Oh yes there is. In His Word He has given us everything we need for life and godliness. When you are facing a hard decision, there are three steps to follow in discerning God’s will. If you’re ever at a loss to know which option is God’s will, just go through three steps:

	Eliminate all sinful options


1 Thess 4:3 It is God's will that you should be holy

It is never God’s will for you to sin.  “God told me to leave my wife for another woman.” No He didn’t. It’s never His will for you to sin.

	Eliminate all foolish options (apply the wisdom literature)


When we have to decide about which job to take or who to marry or where to go to school…God wants us to make decisions like that based on wisdom. We study the wisdom portions of Scripture (such as Proverbs), learn those principles, and make decisions based on those. That requires faith, because we have to trust God about all the unknowns in the future that we can’t foresee.  Applying wisdom is very hard work. That’s why in our laziness we would much rather bypass that step and just get direct information from God about which option to choose. We do that because we don’t want to go through the hard work of applying wisdom. But living by wisdom glorifies God. So when we ask God, “What is your will regarding these two non-moral options?”… God’s answer is, “My will is that you apply wisdom. That’s why I gave you the wisdom literature in Scripture.”

Col 1:9 says the way God fills  you with the knowledge of his will is through all spiritual wisdom 

So, once you eliminate all sinful options, and you use wisdom to eliminate all foolish options…

	Do what you desire most among the remaining options.


Ps.37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Once you have gone through steps 1&2 God has given you freedom to do absolutely anything you want. And since He leads us through our desires, you can be assured that the thing you desire the most is God’s will for you. People ask me about my calling into the pastoral ministry. And sometimes they are surprised when I say, “My call into the ministry happened this way: I wanted to be a pastor, so I became a pastor.” Of course I had to go through steps 1 & 2 first (make sure my motives were pure and I wasn’t doing something foolish – like assuming I was called to preach when no one else agreed that preaching was my gift). But after that, the way I knew God’s will was for me to preach was the fact that I wanted to preach. If you want more elaboration on that, pick up the study we did on Proverbs called “Making Wise Decisions.

The importance of living for God’s will
Be careful how you walk.
Be smart.
Be aggressive (the days are evil)
Be right – only do God’s will.
Without understanding God’s will a person is utterly lost in life. You can’t stop walking. So if you don’t know where to place your next step, and you don’t know which direction you should be going, your whole life becomes random. Most lost people have the illusion of having direction in their lives. They pick out some goal, and start working toward that goal, and so they figure their lives have purpose and direction. But if they don’t know for sure that that goal is God’s will, then their goal is really just a random location on the paths of life. And so even though they think they have direction, their lives are just as random as the person who flips a coin for every decision he makes. If you’re not doing God’s will, what could you possibly be doing that is of any importance or has any meaning or value? Only the believer, who has the mind of Christ and who is equipped with the Word of God can possibly understand the will of God. And if your only concept of the will of God is His guidance on some hard decision you’re trying to make, you need to expand your understanding of His will.
The vast majority of what Scripture says about God’s will has nothing to do with guidance in decision making on some non-moral issue.

In ch.1 v.11 he talked about the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.

That’s an amazing verse. God has a will, which results in a purpose.  And so God carries out a grand plan in which the purpose of His will is carried out. The will of God is way bigger than whether I get a Ford or a Chevy – or take this job or that job, or whether I have 2 kids or 10 kids, or whether I live or die. God’s will addresses His eternal plan for the ages, and what will happen with the nations, and the culmination of human history…And the glories of the New Jerusalem, and the events that will take place in eternity… And how the details going on now set all that up. He has revealed His will regarding the battle in the heavenly realms and the crucial role of the Church - and the systematic expansion of the knowledge of the supremacy of Christ in this age through the Church. The outworking of His will started way before Gn.1:1.

1:4-5
he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will

And the glorious role of the Church was hidden for most of history – it was a mystery. 

But now And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
(1:9-10)

Is it a legitimate question for me to try to discern His will on whether I should take one job opportunity or another? Sure – but only inasmuch as it fits in to His eternal plan which He purposed in Christ. Finding God’s will is not just a matter of trying to discern which of several options will have the best outcome for me. Finding God’s will is seeking to live in light of God’s stated intention for the Universe. If I choose job A over job B, the basis for my choice should be that my working job A at this time is more in line with God’s stated intentions for the Universe. So be smart about how you walk. And be aggressive – the days are evil. Seize the opportunity.  But above all – be right. When you’re deciding which opportunity to seize, be right. Only pursue the one that’s God’s will. That’s how the Christian is to walk in this world.

Rom 13:11-14 And do this, understanding the time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

Benediction: 
Thes.1:11-12  With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.


